
Detention centres are bursting
at the seams as more African
immigrants arrive on the
shores of Malaga Province
than ever before. Some police
stations have become make-
shift migrant camps after more
than 100 people were rescued
in the first few days of 2017. 

Coastguards rescued 102
people in Malaga waters from
January 1-3, with 64 taken to
safety from two boats off the
Costa Tropical and transported
to the Port of Motril.

During 2016 a total of 773
immigrants made it to Malaga,
more than triple the 207 who

landed in 2015. At the height
of the crisis in 2013 just 16
people made it. 

Across Andalucia coast-
guards rescued an unprece-
dented 258 people in just the
first 72 hours of 2017. 

In 2016, a record 6,099 im-
migrants docked across An-
dalucia, more than all the oth-
er Spanish regions combined. 

Many of the immigrants
who have landed in recent
days will simply be released.
Strict Spanish laws mean it is
illegal to hold people without
cause for more than 72 hours. 

The ‘Foreigner’s Centres’
cannot take any more pres-
sure, meaning many are let go

without much more than a
cursory paperwork check.
Spain promised to make room
for 18,000 people but in reali-
ty there is little space left and
the Costa will have to bear the
brunt. 

Due to large scale surveil-
lance and the tourist popula-
tion, Malaga has typically
been avoided by human traf-
fickers who favour the quieter
Cadiz and Almeria coastlines.
But wars and turmoil south of
the Sahara desert, plus grow-
ing greed among the various
mafia-like gangs, has led to a
devil-may-care-attitude. 

Thousands of people,
chiefly young men looking for

work, are willing to pay their
life savings to make the per-
ilous journey. Joining the
more than 4,000 people who
drowned sailing the Mediter-
ranean last year is a risk they
are willing to take, even
knowing full well that they
will probably be caught upon
arrival.
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DOZENS of people have been arrested over their alleged complici-
ty in a social security scam defrauding the taxman of more than
half a million euros. National Police swooped on members of the
syndicate in a highly coordinated effort across Malaga Province. A
total of 47 people, both Spanish and foreign citizens were appre-
hended.

Diddlers detained

See page 4

POLICE have arrested several
youths who were responsible
for vandalising the pedestal and
bust of Pepe Matias in the Pepe
Matias el Pozuelo park in Al-
muñecar. The incident was re-
ported at 10.47pm when police

received a call stating that a
number of young boys on bicy-
cles, one of whom was wearing
a red jacket, were hitting the
statue and trying to pull it
down.

Yobs for the boys

POLITICIANS are calling for
better security and more police
patrols in Benamocarra after
five cars were set alight, two of
them on New Year’s Eve. 

Three vehicles burned earlier

in December were joined on
the last night of the year by two
parked outside the Usos Multi-
ples municipal building in the
early hours.

Fuel to the fire

AN elderly man remains in a serious but stable condition at Mala-
ga’s Regional hospital after being run over in Torrox, hospital
sources reported. Although the village council initially reported
that the 86-year-old had died in an ambulance on the way to hospi-
tal, this was later put down to an error on the part of the Local Po-
lice force.

Hanging on
By Matthew Elliott

See page 5

See page 10

See page 11

Coastal crisis
Thousands willing to risk death at sea
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AFRICAN IMMIGRANTS: The latest rescues off Motril.
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THE 1643 (December 29 - January
4) issue of  the Axarquia  -  Costa
Tropical  Euro Weekly News con-
tained no less than 51 local news
items, demonstrating once again our
dedication and commitment to de-
livering the news that matters most to you, our readers, in each
of our six editions. Nobody does it better!

Local is best

51

LITTLE Carlota was the first
baby born in Malaga Province
in 2017. She arrived at Axar-
quia hospital at exactly mid-
night, weighed 3.3 kilos and
measured 49 centimetres. 

Her father will presumably
be happy since paternity leave
in Spain has been doubled to
four weeks, with the change in
law coming into effect on Jan-
uary 1.

Midnight gift

LOCAL NEWS

CRISTIAN DE LA CRUZ, the athlete
who recently featured on the cover of
Euro Weekly News (EWN) after pledg-
ing to spend 24 hours running and cy-
cl ing across  the Axarquia  to  ra ise
funds for charity, saw his attempt cut
short for medical reasons.

The Axarquia Al Limite challenge,
which is  ra is ing funds for  AVOI,  a
charity which trains volunteers to as-
s is t  chi ldren with cancer,  went  as
planned until the final stage, a night-
time climb up La Maroma, the highest
mountain in the area. 

De la Cruz explained on the chal-
lenge website the following day: “The
mountain beat us. On our climb, I felt
ill and dizzy. We decided to stop and,
much to my regret and with tears in
my eyes, start back down to Canillas.
Once there I felt much worse and was
sick and disor ientated with a  bad
headache, so I was taken to hospital

for  a  check-up and kept  there
overnight.”

The sportsman explained that he was
feel ing much bet ter  and wished to
thank everybody who supported the

initiative.
EWN wishes Cristian a speedy re-

covery and hopes that he is able to at-
tain his fundraising target despite the
setback.

Local man of steel
comes a cropper

A WEATHER programme on the Spanish national television
station Telecinco highlighted Torrox as it said: “This town has
all the characteristics to be considered the place with the best
climate in Europe; it has a maximum temperature of 32°C and
a minimum of 10°C. With an average of 54 rainy days per
year and without a single frost ,  what more could you ask
for?”

Simply the best

By Eleanor Hawkins

RAISING FUNDS: We wish Cristian a speedy recovery.



IT had to happen but there can’t be many of us
who ever thought it would.

In the world’s most advanced democracy
there appears to be evidence of cyber groups
entering the electoral fray in an attempt to in-
fluence the outcome.

Thirty-five Russian diplomats and their fam-
ilies ended up packing their belongings in a
hurry and leaving the US. They were given
just 72 hours to get out of town.

President Obama ordered the expulsions in
retaliation for attempts to hack the US Democ-
ratic Party and Hillary Clinton’s 2016 presi-
dential campaign. Hacking, American security
officials say, that was carried out by state-
sponsored players and the state was Russia.

Will Donald Trump allow those self-same
diplomats back? It’s hard to believe that he
would. But the issue of cyber attackers at-
tempting to influence an actual election seems
to have caught everyone by surprise. There
was always a feeling that such groups may be
capable of stealing millions of dollars/
euros/pounds in elaborate viral raids, but get-
ting involved in hacking an election? That
seemed to be a step too far.

In the US the question has been asked: was
Hillary Clinton’s defeat in states that used
electronic voting real, or could hackers have
been at work?

Perhaps the question should have been: how
is it that anyone really thought they’d be able
to keep these groups out? 

Did the ‘experts’ think the hackers are only
interested in money and stealing the millions
of private identity files kept by such giants as
Yahoo?  

This threat to the voting systems of ad-
vanced democracies will not go away even if
we employ fingerprint scanners, iris scanners
and all the other bio-security measures under
the sun.

Which brings us back to the humble polling
booth, a piece of paper with the names of the
candidates on it and your common or garden
pencil to make your mark.

The former head of MI6 has now entered the
fray: a man who surely knows better than most
just what the hackers can do.

Sir John Sawers doesn’t say voting by your
phone or computer shouldn’t be part of the fu-
ture when it comes to exercising your democ-
ratic rights. But in an interview with the BBC
he says: “The more things that go online, the
more susceptible you are to cyber attacks.”

When the American computer expert Ed-
ward Snowden fled the West and went to Rus-
sia, it was revealed the US National Security
Agency collects information on something like
one billion people. If it is true the mind bog-
gles. And the collection of all that information
involves fair means and foul. Everybody knew
it, but to say it in public was another thing.

In the UK there has already been one call for
online voting to be an option for everyone in
time for the general election in 2020. That’s
not very far off. It would be naive to think the
UK doesn’t have the sort of enemies who’d

like to throw a spanner in that works. Which
brings us to the alternative: paper and pencil. 

There have been issues of vote rigging and
ballot box fraud in the UK but they have al-
ways been extremely limited and the culprits
have usually been swiftly stamped on. 

As Sawers says “the stubby pencil and piece
of paper that you put your cross on in the bal-
lot box is actually much more secure than any-
thing which is electronic.”

Perhaps this is one area where the incessant
rush to embrace all things technological should
be reined in. An election in which the hackers
are found to have played a part, even if a very
small one, would send shockwaves round the
world.

It may sound old fashioned to say, but “if it
ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” There isn’t very much
about the world of politics at the moment that
endears it to its electorates, particularly those,
like the UK, that aren’t forced by law to vote
or face a penalty. Leaving us with the feeling
we’re participating in a process that’s at least
democratic, by trailing to the polling booth and
making your mark, even if you’re not happy
about the outcome, isn’t too much to ask is it?

FEATURED NEWSFEATURED NEWS

The stubby pencil and
piece of paper that you

put your cross on in the
ballot box is actually more se-

cure than anything which is
electronic.”

Pressing a button…
or making your mark

ONLINE VOTING: There have been calls to have this option for the 2020 general election.
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DOZENS of people have been arrested
over their alleged complicity in a so-
cial security scam defrauding the tax-
man of more than half a million euros.

National Police swooped on mem-
bers of the syndicate in a highly coor-
dinated effort across Malaga Province.

A total of 47 people, both Spanish and
foreign citizens were apprehended. 

The racket involved the use of two fake
companies which were set up with fraudu-
lent contracts for non-existent employees.
They would then collect social security
contributions from the state ranging from
€250 to €500 per worker. 

With more than 50 ‘employees’ pre-

tending to have worked almost 14,000
days, the fraudsters charged the state
just over €534,000 in contributions. 

Police believe they have captured all of
the orchestrators, who are charged with
public fraud and falsifying documents. Both
‘companies’ are also believed to have
helped regularise the working situation of
foreign nationals by illegal means. 

Super scammers taken down
By Matthew Elliott

THOUSANDS of shoppers
have been storming super-
markets, malls and fashion
stores to take advantage of
January sales across Mala-
ga. With the Three Kings
fest ivi t ies  in ful l  swing,
huge discounts were on of-
fer earlier than usual this
year.

Stores have traditionally

taken January 7 as the date
to offer  some of  their
biggest annual discounts
but, in the era of mass con-
sumerism, many decided
not to wait. International
outf i ts  including Mango
and H&M led the pack

with half  pr ice  offers  as
early as January 2. 

On the other  hand El
Corte Ingles, Adidas and
Zara are sticking to their
guns and wil l  s tar t  their
own sales season on Satur-
day January 7.

One piece of  posi t ive
news among all the fren-
zied shopping was that
children aged between five
and 10 are  shying away
from new fangled tech
gadgets  and embracing
outdoors  toys including
bikes  and skateboards.
Though the over 12’s ap-
pear to be a lost cause. 

Early Costa sales

SOCIAL SECURITY SCAM:
Defrauded the taxman of

just over €534,000.
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IT seems that 2016 has
been an incredibly bad
year for the death of musi-
cians and celebrities
around the world and
every loss has been very
painful for their fans.

For some reason, musi-
cians appear to attract the
loyalist fans and this past
year has seen some real
heroes pass on, although
they leave the legacy of
their music as well as a
good potential for new
profit for their record com-
panies.

What we sometimes
overlook is that the death
of every person be they fa-
mous or unheard of invari-
ably leaves grieving rela-
tives and a hole in a family
dynamic.

All death is difficult to
cope with, but sudden and
unexpected death is in many
ways the most difficult for

the family to handle whilst
those who die from long and
painful illnesses are often
considered to have had a
merciful release despite the
fact that the family will
mourn their passing.

As 2016 dies and 2017
is born, we hope the world
will become a safer place
and death whilst inevitable
will not suddenly strike in-
discriminately and the
massacre of so many inno-
cents in Syria and Yemen
will come to an end so
people can return to their
normal lives and enjoy a
peaceful period with their
families.

At the end of the day,
there is little any of us can
do to resolve these dread-
ful situations but some-
times we just need to count
our blessings as life here in
Spain continues to be safe
and mainly comfortable.

Now we want to hear your views.
YOUR PAPER - YOUR VOICE - YOUR OPINION

www.euroweeklynews.com

A New Year hope
OUR VIEW

POLICE have caught sever-
al youths who were respon-
sible  for  vandal is ing the
pedestal  and bust of Pepe
Matias in the Pepe Matias el
Pozuelo park last Tuesday.

The incident was reported
at 10.47pm when police re-
ceived a call stating that a
number of young boys on
bicycles, one of whom was
wearing a red jacket, were
hitting the statue and trying
to pull it down.

Responding to the call, po-
lice found that the pedestal
had been knocked down and
that bust was missing. They
spoke to two young men who
said that the culprits had
thrown the bust amongst the
trees and left in the direction
of Hotel Playacalida. 

Police later found three
young men,  matching the
description given in the call,
outs ide a  pharmacy on
Paseo de Velilla, aged 16,
14 and 17. After speaking to
the boys, it emerged that a
fourth youth was also in-
volved.

The bust was later located
within the park.

Statue
vandals
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THE Three Kings (or three wise men)
will be stopping off in La Herradura
this afternoon, Thursday 5, to bring
gifts and sweets to local children.

A parade, with six floats bearing the
kings and pages, will set off from the
covered sports centre at 5pm accompa-

nied by a giant Chinese dragon and a
fire engine.

Dancers and musicians from Solange
Jansenns, Pura Danza, Sabor Andaluz
and the municipal music workshop will
be taking part in the parade to provide
entertainment while those on the floats
will, in keeping with tradition, hurl hun-
dreds of kilos of sweets into the crowd.

The parade will head along the
seafront promenade, turning up Avenida
Prieto Moreno and continuing along
Calle Acerca del Pilar before returning
to the beachfront. Once they reach
Calle Alhambra, the floats and crowds
will head up to Plaza de la Independen-
cia, where the wise men will distribute
gifts and prizes from the stage.

THIS New Year’s Eve, the
mayor of Almuencar, Trinidad
Herrera Lorente, surprised
workers of fire, police and
health services with a visit in
order to celebrate the festivities.  

Trinidad Herrera Lorente,
accompanied by staff from her
cabinet, started her visit at the
local fire headquarters where
she received an insight into the
daily work of those on duty and
handed over a specially pre-
pared gift to celebrate the start
of 2017. Firefighters were sur-
prised and delighted to receive
a visit from the mayor and

wished her a happy New Year.
Next was the emergency

health centre where health
workers told her that, despite
the empty waiting room, staff
were anticipating an influx
from those living nearby.
Those working thanked the
mayor for her visit and gift.

Most surprised by Ms Her-
rera Lorente’s visit though,
were those on duty at the Local
Police headquarters. The mayor
took time to look at the good
work they carried out and cele-
brate the festivities before leav-
ing them too with a gift.

Mayor makes
New Year visits 

MAYOR HERRERA LORENTE: Handed over New
Year’s gifts to emergency service workers.

By Eleanor Hawkins

Three Kings float by
PARADE EVENT: The Three Kings will be accompanied by a giant Chinese dragon and a fire engine.





CIVIL SERVANTS in the UK who are not al-
lowed to speak directly to members of the press
on personal matters were less than pleased
when the Prime Minister criticised them in early
December.

She took the opportunity in an article written
for The Spectator magazine to complain that se-
nior civil servants didn’t brief ministers ade-
quately and had a tendency to say what they
thought their minister’s wanted to hear rather
than give them an accurate summary of events.

In this article she made it clear that she want-
ed to know facts as well as opinions and then
she and other politicians could make the actual
decisions.

Now however David Penman general secre-
tary of the FDA union (formerly The Associa-
tion of First Division Civil Servants) has spoken
out to alert Mrs May to what the bulk of his
19,000 members are thinking with regards to
Brexit.

He believes that the prime minister has decid-
ed to pretend that there will be no significant
problems with handling Britain’s exit from the
European Union when the fact of the matter, as
far as his union is concerned, is that the staff
won’t be able to cope.

Mr Penman added that anyone who had the
audacity to warn that the timing would be long
and complex was vilified by the government and
accused of ignoring the wishes of the people.

According to the union supremo only two

ministries have received additional staffing
whilst all of the others were being left to cope
with implementing all of the legal requirements
of Brexit without any additional resource.

In his opinion, and that of his members who
are the most senior civil servants, the govern-
ment is going to have to postpone a number of
its new initiatives and plans if it wishes to com-
plete the Brexit operation within two years.

The fact is that the Home Office is going to
have to implement 1,200 EU laws which will

become British law and Defra (The Department
for Environment Food & Rural Affairs) which
manages Britain’s farmers and fishing fleets
will have to handle 400 new laws and explain
their contents to users who will suddenly lose a
number of grants.

Although not a civil servant, Mr Penman
seems quite prepared to pass on apparently un-
palatable truths to the prime minister who may
have preferred that she and the country at large
had not heard them!

BREXIT PAGE
By John Smith

Home truths from Civil Service leader

DIFFICULT OPERATION: For Brexit Joint Ministerial Committee.
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POLITICIANS are calling for
better security and more police
patrols in Benamocarra after
five cars were set alight, two of
them on New Year’s Eve.

Three vehicles burned ear-
lier in December were joined
on the last night of the year
by two parked outside the
Usos Multiples municipal
building in the early hours. 

One, a white Seat Ibiza, be-
longed to the local spokes-
man for Izquierda Unida,
Gerardo Apontes, while the
other, a Peugeot 206, was his
mother’s.

Although quick work on
the part of the provincial fire-
fighter’s consortium avoided
the cars being completely
burned out, both still suffered
a lot of damage, the politician
reported the next day.

Apontes and the PSOE op-

position party have urged lo-
cal mayor Abdeslam Lucena
to up surveillance in the
streets of the village follow-
ing the wave of fires targeting
parked cars. 

However, this is simply im-
possible, the mayor said, as
there are only three Local Po-
lice officers in the village and
they are physically unable to
cover the whole area.

Lucena reported that the
Guardia Civil is investigat-
ing the fires and is attempt-
ing to track down a suspi-
cious vehicle seen driving
round the area a number of
t imes minutes  before  the
fire broke out.

MALAGA is set to align itself with
environmentally friendly cities such
as Quebec and Copenhagen in the
war against global warming with a
range of proposals designed to re-
duce greenhouse gases by 40 per
cent by 2030.

The city was last year one of the
signatories of a policy which brings
together local and regional bodies to
implement EU targets on energy and
climate. Malaga is vulnerable to the
effects of climate change, with the
local climate predicted to rise by
four degrees by the end of this centu-
ry if no steps are taken. 

Proposals to combat environmen-
tal change include the implementa-
tion of electric motorcycles for po-
lice. Within the next several months,
a section of the police force’s vehi-
cles will be replaced with electric
motorbikes,  which are not only
healthier for the environment but

will also be capable of collecting da-
ta on noise and other pollution
around the city.

Further measures include the use
of ‘green’ roofs in the construction
of new buildings. The proposal will
see roofs of new buildings insulated
with plants that thrive in a Mediter-
ranean environment, such as rose-
mary, lavender and olivilla. More
CO2-absorbing trees will  also be
planted around the city.

Large companies are also doing their
part. For some time, gas from landfill
waste has been harnessed by biogas
company, Limasa, but only recently has
a solution been created that allows gas to
be extracted from waste before being
sealed in landfill. This alone last year
produced 24.4 million kilowatt-hours.

Malaga Town Hall has been work-
ing on this new policy since last June
and their ultimate goal is to achieve
zero emissions by 2050.
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Pool works
AFTER receiving a report
from the Health Inspec-
torate on the condition of
the indoor pool in the En-
rique López Cuenca Stadi-
um, the Nerja Council has
now arranged for all of the
required corrective work to
be undertaken.

Flipped out 
THE body of a dead dol-
phin was discovered on
the beach of Torre de Be-
nagalbon, in Rincon de la
Victoria on January 1 ap-
parently injured by the
propellers of a boat. 

Jobs for 
the boys 
THANKS to financial assis-
tance from the Junta de An-
dalucia and the European
Social Fund, the Nerja
Council will be able to cre-
ate 80 new jobs for young
people in the town.

NEWS EXTRA Malaga City plans to
combat climate change

COMING TO MALAGA: Use of green rooftops on new buildings. 

Wave of fires causes concern
By Eleanor Hawkins The three Local

Police officers
are physically

unable to cover
the whole area.”
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THE mayor of Motril Flor Almón Fernán-
dez has reacted very quickly to complaints
received from shopkeepers in the centre of
Motril concerning a ban on traffic.

It was on Thursday December 22, 2016
that a decision was made to restrict traffic
during commercial hours,  except for resi-

dents (people who live in the area, mer-
chants and access to garages) as well as
public services.

Just one week later, on Thursday Decem-
ber 29, the mayor received a complaint that
90 per cent of the shopkeepers within the
area affected by the traffic restrictions had

requested that the ban be temporarily lifted
due to the loss of sales in they had experi-
enced in that week.

The mayor, acting within the powers in
her possession immediately decided to ac-
cede to their request and temporarily lifted
the ban except for any closures due to town

Christmas celebrations which had already
been planned.

In taking this decision, the mayor recog-
nised the importance of good relationships
with those adversely affected and the fact
that their commercial contribution is im-
portant to Motril.

Motril mayor traffic ban reversal

Elderly
man run
down 
by car
AN elderly man re-
mains in a serious but
s table  condi t ion at
Malaga’s  Regional
hospi ta l  af ter  being
run over  in  Torrox,
hospi ta l  sources  re-
ported.

Although the village
counci l  ini t ia l ly  re-
ported that  the 86-
year-old had died in
an ambulance on the
way to hospital ,  this
was later put down to
an error on the part of
the Local Police force. 

The man was admit-
ted to  the intensive
care unit at the hospi-
tal  with mult iple  in-
juries and placed on a
respirator. 

The accident  hap-
pened ear ly  in  the
morning by San
Roque footbal l
grounds, the police re-
ported. 

Although the driver
tried to swerve round
him, low visibility and
a bend meant he was
unable to avoid hitting
the elderly pedestrian.
Torrox Local  Pol ice
and Guardia  Civi l
Traffic officers were
sent to the scene and
investigations contin-
ue.

Two people died in
traffic accidents in the
Axarquia area in De-
cember.  The f i rs t ,  a
woman whose car fell
f rom the motorway
bridge near  La Cala
del  Moral  in  Rincon
de la Victoria and the
second, a man whose
van swerved off the A-
356 road in Periana.
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THE National Police has un-
covered a case of a false com-
plaint of robbery. The claim,
filed by a man in his 50s, al-
leged that two men in their
20s aboard a moped had
grabbed his bag as he walked
along the road after leaving a
pub in the early hours of the
morning.  In reality, the ‘vic-
tim’ had left his bag in a local
coffee shop.

The complainant, who had
no previous convictions, had
claimed that the bag was
‘yanked’ from his shoulder by
the two men and even gave

physical descriptions of the
alleged culprits.  His bag was
later handed in complete with
his wallet and identity docu-
ments. 

Laws surrounding filing
false police claims have
changed recently due to the
high costs of investigating
such incidents, with those
making spurious allegations
now liable for the cost of the
police investigation.  False
claims such as these cost an
average of €200 to €1,000
and are now claimed back by
police.

Police uncover
bogus robbery 

TWO British residents in
Spain have been awarded hon-
ours by Her Majesty The
Queen in the New Year Hon-
ours List 2017.

Liz Parry, former Editor of
SUR in English, an English-
language newspaper in South-
ern Spain, and resident in the
province of Malaga, has been
awarded the British Empire
Medal (BEM) for her services
to British nationals living in
Andalucia.

Roger Cooke, latterly Presi-
dent of the British Chamber of
Commerce in Spain and resi-
dent in Madrid, has been ap-
pointed a Member of the Most
Excellent Order of the British
Empire (MBE) for his services
to British business in Spain
and British-Spanish trade and
investment.

Honours lists are published
twice a year, on the Queen’s
official birthday in June and at
New Year, and recognise extra-
ordinary achievement and ser-
vice to the UK.  Following a
nomination process, an hon-
ours committee reviews all the
submitted nominations.  The
Queen then awards the honour.

In the cases of Ms Parry and
Mr Cooke, their outstanding
achievements ensured they

stood out amongst the many
nominations received for this
year’s New Year Honours list.

The British Ambassador to
Spain, Simon Manley, said: “I
am delighted that the achieve-
ments of Liz Parry and Roger
Cooke have been recognised
by Her Majesty The Queen in
this way, whether it be Liz
through her distinguished jour-
nalism and consistent promo-
tion of Britons’ integration into
Spanish society, or Roger and
his leadership of the British
Chamber, our principal partner
in strengthening a €46 billion
bilateral commercial relation-
ship.”

Reacting to the news of her
award, Liz Parry said: “I am
delighted and proud to have
been awarded this medal for
service to British residents in
our international community!
It came as a complete surprise
and I don’t know who nomi-
nated me, but I would like
them to know that I am hon-
oured and grateful.”

Roger Cooke, similarly sur-
prised, said: “I am delighted to
receive this award and that a
contribution to Anglo-Spanish
trade has been recognised at a
time when this is so important
to both countries’ economic

wealth and to their citizens.
As always there is a
team effort be-
hind this suc-
cess and it
would not have
been achieved
without the
great support of
all the team at
the British
Chamber of
Commerce in
Spain.”

British residents in Spain awarded
honours by Her Majesty The Queen
in New Year Honours List 2017

AWARDED HONOURS: Liz
Parry (top) and Roger
Cooke.
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LECTURE 1:  The Ashcan
School and American Real-
ism. 

The Ashcan School was an
artistic movement in the United
States during the early 20th
century that is best known for
works portraying scenes of dai-
ly life in New York, often in the
city’s poorer neighbourhoods.

A maverick group of young
painters in NYC, inspired by
the realism of Dutch 17th cen-
tury artists and the influence of
19th century French artists such
as Courbet and Manet, set the
foundation for depicting the
sheer variety and scale of life in
the changing, surging metropo-
lis.

Subject matter included
leisure activities such as shop-
ping and entertainment, immi-
grants arriving in the tenements
on the Lower East side, playing
and recreation in Central Park
and swimming at Coney Island. 

The Ashcan group wanted
above all  for emerging
American artists to find a
voice for ‘their own art in

their own land.’
This lecture takes place on

Tuesday January 10 at 6pm
in the Cultural Centre, Nerja.
Visitors: €10.

13COMMUNITY 5 - 11 January 2017 / Axarquía - Costa Tropicalwww.euroweeklynews.com EWN

ROBERTA KETTEL is leading a discussion on Martin
Luther and the Reformation at 11.30am on Monday, Jan-
uary 16, in the Social Salon of Capistrano Village, Nerja. 

All are invited. Further information from Tom Bryson
on 699 170 931. 2017 is, of course, the quincentenary of
Luthers nailing of his theses on the door of Wittenberg
cathedral.

Nerja Philosophical Group

January lectures
for Nerja DFAS

Lux Mundi
carol service
THE Lux Mundi, Torre del Mar Ecu-
menical carol service was held on Sat-
urday December 17 in the Parish
Church of San Andres in Torre del Mar,
where Christians from different tradi-
tions, friends and residents in Axar-
quia, came together to pray and enjoy
the traditional carols.  

The prayers were led by the Rev-
erend James Taylor from the Spanish
Episcopal Reformed Church, Reverend
Jorgen Christian Madsen from the Dan-
ish Church and Don Miguel  Angel
Alonso Oliva parish priest from the
Catholic Church.

Readings were given by various
members of the congregation and the
carols were performed by the Spanish
choir ‘Amigos de Lux Mundi,’ director
Julio Bautista, the German choir ‘Con

Los Cantores,’ director Lisa Kropp,
and the TIMS English choir, director
Margaret Williams.

It was a most enjoyable service, with
the congregation joining in the various
carols, the words of which were dis-
played on the large screen at the sides
of the church, and during the service
members of the congregation placing

small symbols of the important pieces
of the nativity story on the alter steps.

After the service many friends went
back to the Lux Mundi Centre to enjoy
a buffet and drinks and of course more
carol singing.

Lux Mundi give thanks to all who
supported the event and gave generous-
ly to support the local Caritas. Funds of
€528.22 were raised enabling them to
purchase gifts for the children and help
the needy families over Christmas.     

Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre is lo-
cated at  Avda. Moscatel 11 (Jardines
Viña Malaga/Antigua Casa de la Viña),
Torre del Mar 29740. Opening hours
are Monday to Friday, 10am to 1pm
and 3-6pm. Telephone 952 543 334 ,
email luxmundi@lux-mundi.org or visit
the website www.lux-mundi.org.

€528
was raised and helped pur-
chase gifts for children and

help needy families. 

ARTISTIC WORK: Life in NY.



REGISTERING a non-Spanish vehicle in
Spain is a complex and potentially costly pro-
cedure. However, you may be exempt from
Spanish registration tax by getting Spanish
number plates within one month of entering
the country. But to do this, you need to become
a resident. Linea Directa has been insuring ex-
pat drivers in Spain for over a decade and un-
derstands all the steps involved. Below we out-
line this process.

STEP 1: OBTAINING A CERTIFICATE
OF CONFORMITY

This is a statement by the car’s manufacturer
that it conforms to EU regulations. You will
need the car’s chassis number to complete this
straightforward process online at www.euro
coc.eu/en/certificate_of_conformity. The
charges for this service will vary according to
type of vehicle, make and country of first reg-
istration.

STEP 2: CURRENT LOG BOOK
The vehicle’s original log book showing

your name as the owner, the vehicle’s age and
a valid UK address. You will also need the bill
of sale for the car.

STEP 3: RESIDENCY IN SPAIN
The Spanish residency certificate (Certifica-

do de Empadronamiento) is your official proof
of residency in Spain. Your local town
hall can provide you with this doc-

ument. You will need to take your passport and
proof of Spanish address (rental contract, con-
tract to purchase or property deeds).

STEP 4: OBTAINING A SPANISH MOT
CERTIFICATE

All vehicles over four years old must be
roadworthy and clearly display a valid ITV
sticker. The ITV (Vehicle Technical Inspec-
tion) must be tested at an authorised centre,
just as for an MOT test. You can find out the
location of your nearest ITV centre on DGT
website (equivalent to the DVLA). You can al-
so call your local centre to make a booking. If
the centre is busy, especially pre-summer, this
can save a lot of time. The cost can vary but
generally is around 40€ for petrol-engine cars
and 56€ for diesel-engine cars.

Step 5: OBTAINING A SPANISH
EQUIVALENT OF A TAX DISC

The Spanish Tax Agency can provide your
vehicle with a valid ‘tax disc’ for Spain, which
must be carried in the car when in use. You
will need to complete the relevant form online
and pay the amount according to your car’s tax
band.

You can carry out all these procedures your-
self or you can seek the assistance of an ac-
countant to do this for you.

Register a vehicle 
in Spain correctly

If you would like to contact Linea
Directa please call

900 123 026
More information on

Linea Directa online at
www.lineadirecta.com  

PAPERWORK: Make sure you follow the correct procedures.
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HOLLAND

A FRENCH aid worker who handed
out food to malnourished children in
Mali, has been abducted by armed men.
French and Malian security forces are
working together to locate and free the
67-year-old woman.

Round the world
FRENCH skipper Thomas Coville

has set a new round-the-world solo sail-
ing record after completing the trip in
49 days and three hours, slashing eight
days off the previous record.

No cash
FAR-RIGHT leader Marine Le Pen

may struggle in her bid for president as
her National Front party lacks the re-

sources to fund a presidential campaign
in 2017 as French banks are reportedly
refusing to lend the party money.

No snow
IT wasn’t such a white Christmas on

France’s ski resorts as unusually high
temperatures left some ski runs without
snow and holidaymakers disappointed.

AMSTERDAM is to raise tourist tax
in a bid to reduce the number of stag
and hen parties going to the city for
cheap breaks. Currently, 28 per cent of
bookings in the city are in budget ho-
tels.

British exit
A DUTCH woman who has lived in

the UK for 24 years and has two British
children, was told by the Immigration
Department to leave after her applica-
tion for permanent residency was de-
clined. She has now resubmitted her pa-
perwork.

Toilet surprise
A DUTCH pensioner was surprised

to find a 1.5m python in the toilet of her
flat in Amsterdam. Police arrived and
the snake was removed, but no one has
yet come forward to claim it.

Wrong sperm
‘HUMAN error’ has been blamed

on mistakes made at a fertility lab in
Utrecht. The hospital said the wrong
sperm may have been used to fer-
til ise the eggs of 26 different
women. Whilst the likelihood is
very slim, the hospital has informed
all those involved and offered DNA
tests.

POLICE have arrested a sus-
pected accomplice of the Christ-
mas market  terror  a t tack in
Berlin which killed 12 people.
His contact details were found in
the phone belonging to the main
suspect.

Homeward bound
NEARLY 20,000 migrants

were turned away at Germany’s
borders this year and a further
55,000 more chose to leave and
return to their home country, the
largest voluntarily deportation in
16 years.

Veggie sausages
GERMANY’S agricul tural

minis ter  wants  to  ban meat
names for plant-based foods say-
ing things such as ‘vegetarian
sausage’ confuse consumers.

More action
A NEW poll has showed that

53 per cent of Germans want in-
creased military action against
the Daesh terror group in Syria
and Iraq. The increased support
comes after the terror attack at a
Christmas market in Berlin.

Tourist tax
GERMANY

Suspect arrested

FRANCE

Woman kidnapped
A BELGIAN trawler capsized off

the English coast around 10km
from Ramsgate. A UK sea rescue
helicopter rescued a crew member,
a second was later rescued, but the
third crew member remains miss-
ing.

Free trade
BELGIUM’S Foreign Minister

has been in Australia to discuss free
trade talks within the EU. Australia
currently sees their agriculture prod-
ucts blocked from the EU market
through restrictive tariffs. 

New recruits
BELGIUM’S five largest employ-

ers are expected to be recruiting
around 6,000 posts in 2017 accord-
ing to estimations made by two local
Belgian newspapers.

Rest and recovery
QUEEN PAOLA, mother of Bel-

gian King Philippe, is recovering af-
ter fracturing her vertebrae in a fall.
It is not a life-threatening injury but
she will need therapy for several
months.

BELGIUM

Missing at sea

DURING the first 23 days of
December,  Danish consumers
spent 30.5 billion kroner (€4.1
billion), 2.9 per cent more than
in 2015.

Totally
unacceptable

OVER 30 people who left
Denmark to fight for Daesh in
Syria have been receiving
unemployment benefits.
Employment Minister Troels
Lund Poulsen said it was “totally
unacceptable” and promised to
take action.

Gender change
IN Denmark children from 12

can receive hormones to prevent
puberty, used by those who feel
they are the wrong gender and
more youngsters this year have
received the treatment with 130
minors wanting a gender change.

Checking out
AS of January 1, cheques are no

longer accepted in the nation’s
banks with the payment method
now rarely being used. You can
currently still cash a cheque at the
same bank it was issued at.

DENMARK

Christmas spending

A MAN who has spent more than a decade in jail for a
murder he says he didn’t commit, is to have a retrial after
being found guilty despite a lack of forensic evidence.

Pen plea
THOUSANDS of people have helped cheer up a

Swedish boy by sending him pens. The 10-year-old has
autism and collects promotional pens. His mum made a
plea for pens to be sent to him following the death of his
grandmother.

Risky drinkers
ONE in five Swedish men are ‘risky’ drinkers compared

to one in eight Swedish women. A report states that almost
20 per cent of men consume enough alcohol that could
have harmful effects on their health.

Wheelchair trek
A SWEDISH man claims to be the first person in a

wheelchair to reach the South Pole. Aron Anderson com-
pleted the 300km trek in a 21-day journey to help raise
money for children with cancer.

SWEDEN

Murder retrial
THE government is working on a bill for parliament that

would allow the general public to test self-driving vehicles
on the country’s roads in a bid to make the roads even safer.

More tourists
NORWEGIAN tourism enjoyed a bumper 2016 with the

Tromso region reporting a 32 per cent increase in foreign
tourists compared to 2015. The country has seen a notable
increase since the release of Disney’s Frozen, developed
with the support of Norway’s tourism agency.

Separate ways
NORWAY’S church and the government have separated

ways after nearly 500 years together. It means clergy are no
longer government officials and the church is an indepen-
dent business. The move has been eight years in the making.

Care case
INDIA’S foreign minister is urging Norway to return a

five-year-old boy to his Indian parents after he was put into
care over suspected abuse saying foster parents are ignorant
of Indian culture.

NORWAY

Self-drive tests

CITY BREAKS:
In budget hotels.



By John Smith

IN  A newly  pub l i shed  r e sea r ch
document from the Lancaster Uni-
vers i ty  Management  School ,  the
link between salaries and bonuses
paid  to  company d i rec tors  and  a
company’s financial performance
in  t he  UK i s  de sc r i bed  a s  be ing
‘negligible.’

Salaries of these executives have
increased by an average of 82 per
cent  dur ing the  pas t  11  years  a l -
though return on capital increased
by just 1 per cent!

In November of this year, Prime
Minister Theresa May said that it
p l anned  to  make  compan ie s  ex -
p l a in  a s  we l l  a s  j u s t i f y  l a rge
salaries for their executives and at
one  s tage ,  i t  was  sugges ted  tha t
she would also encourage worker
part icipation on company boards
although this seems to have been
diluted recently.

To some extent, having discov-
ered that  UK company directors’
pay can be as much as 50 per cent
more than their European counter-
pa r t s ,  co rpo ra t e  i nves to r s  and

shareholders  are  not  wai t ing  for
the government to act and have al-
ready rejected pay rises for execu-
tives in  Anglo American, BP and
Smi th  & Nephew wi th  more  ex -
pected in the future.

One well-respected investment
manager has criticised the greed of
company  execu t i ve s ,  a ccus i ng
many of them for helping to cause
the financial crisis, but still acting
as if they had a divine right to in-
crease their  salaries whilst  plan-
n ing  t o  r educe  s t a f f  o r  t he i r
salaries.

DUE to the anticipated long term
rise in oil prices, BP is back on the
investment trail and has just an-
nounced that it will be purchasing
543 service stations in Australia for
a cost of €1.3 billion.

The deal is Woolworth’s which
will then allow it to team up with
the supermarket to trial 200 conve-
nience stores at the new stations in
a strategy that has worked well in
the UK, where with partner Marks
and Spencer both companies have
seen an increase in turnover.

By John Smith
THE Football Leaks release of
information continues with news
that French football team Mona-
co has had to agree to pay a large
amount of tax to the Spanish
government based on profits
from transfers.

According to the official view
of the Spanish government,
Monaco is considered to be a tax
haven and as such levies 19 per
cent tax on any profit made from
the sale of anything (including
people) into Spain.

It appears therefore that the to-
tal amount involved comes to
€11.7 million based on the pur-
chase and sale of Colombian
Captain James Rodriguez who
they bought from Porto for €45
million and then sold to Real
Madrid for a reported €80 mil-
lion just one year later.

Also adding to the financial
pot were profits on the sale of
Belgian player Yannick Carrasco
to Atletico Madrid and the
Tunisian Aymen Abdennour to
Valencia.

Tobacco
hikes
THE decision by the Spanish
government to increase duty on
cigarettes and tobacco has seen
price increases of between 5c and
20c depending on the brands in-
volved but this may simply en-
courage more tobacco smug-
gling.

Credit cards
WITH an expensive Christmas
and much reported alcohol con-
sumption in the UK, uSwitch a
comparison website has reported
that large numbers of people are
looking to defray payment of in-
terest on credit cards by moving
their accounts to take advantage
of interest free options.

Bitcoin value
DESPITE the fact that Bitcoin
supplies can be relatively easily
hacked and they are not popular
with the majority of governments
due to the fact that they are a
currency which can be used by
criminals, they keep increasing in
value and are close to the €900
ceiling for a single coin.

ACCORDING to Barcelona development compa-
ny Inbenta, by 2020, there are unlikely to be any
more call centres manned by humans as all such
jobs will be taken by chatbots.

The word is short for chat robot, a computer
program that simulates human conversation, or
chat, through artificial intelligence.  Although at

the moment, chatbots used for these purposes are
typically limited to conversations regarding a spe-
cialised purpose, so the ability of the chatbot will
expand with it.

Naturally, this programme can respond 24 hours
a day and doesn’t have maternity leave or need an
HR department.

is the average salary of
a CEO of a stock

market quoted company
in the UK.

Quote of the Week
Being out of what is a pretty unsuccessful European Union - particularly in
the economic sense - gives us opportunities as well as obviously great polit-

ical difficulties.” Lord King former Governor of the Bank of England on Brexit.

£1.9 
billion 

(€2.23 billion)

Expansion
trail for BP

Salaries should be reduced

Workers beware of the chatbot

James Rodriguez was sold to Real Madrid.
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from Monaco
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$854 million (€820 million) is the amount that US chipmaker Qualcomm has been fined for alleged-
ly breaching competition law in South Korea.



3M 178,57 0,09% 0,16 107m
AMERICAN EXPRESS 74,08 0,22% 0,16 67M
APPLE 115,82 -0,78% -0,91 616M
BOEING CO 155,68 -0,01% -0,01 95M
CATERPILLAR 92,74 -0,59% -0,55 54M
CHEVRON 117,7 -0,10% -0,12 221M
CISCO SYSTEMS 30,22 -0,79% -0,24 151M
COCA-COLA 41,46 -0,34% -0,14 178M
DU PONT(EI) DE NMR 73,4 -0,56% -0,41 63M
EXXON MOBIL 90,26 -0,10% -0,09 373M
GENERAL ELECTRIC 31,6 -0,35% -0,11 278M
GOLDMAN SACHS 239,45 0,53% 1,27 95M
HOME DEPOT 134,08 -0,75% -1,02 163M
IBM 165,99 -0,37% -0,61 157M
INTEL CORP 36,27 -1,06% -0,39 171M
J.P.MORGAN CHASE 86,29 0,47% 0,4 307M
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 115,21 -0,24% -0,28 312M
MC DONALD'S CORP 121,72 -0,87% -1,07 101M
MERCK AND CO. NEW 58,87 -0,29% -0,17 161M
MICROSOFT 62,14 -1,21% -0,76 483M
NIKE 50,83 -0,45% -0,23 67M
PFIZER 32,48 -0,03% -0,01 196M
PROCTER AND GAMBLE 84,08 -0,32% -0,27 224M
TRAVELERS CIES 122,42 0,11% 0,13 34M
UNITED TECHNOLOGIE 109,62 -0,84% -0,93 90M
UNITEDHEALTH GROUP 160,04 -0,62% -1 152M
VERIZON COMMS 53,38 -0,67% -0,36 216M
VISA 78,02 -0,40% -0,31 144M
WAL-MART STORES 69,12 -0,20% -0,14 211M
WALT DISNEY CO 104,22 -0,33% -0,34 165M

Kleinwort Benson Elite PCC Ltd

Land Securities Group 1,040.50 -25.50 -2.39 8,294.74
Legal & General Group 244.80 -2.80 -1.13 14,808.78
Lloyds Banking Group ORD 61.26 -1.25 -2.00 44,808.43
London Stock Exchange Grp 2,914.00 59.00 2.07 10,001.25
Micro Focus International 2,171.50 16.00 0.74 4,959.66
Mediclinic International 771.00 -2.00 -0.26 5,698.90
Merlin Entertainments 447.65 2.90 0.65 4,527.46
Marks & Spencer Group 349.00 -1.00 -0.29 5,704.40
Mondi 1,666.00 1.00 0.06 8,084.47
Morrison (Wm) Supermarkets 229.10 -1.60 -0.69 5,371.50
National Grid 945.30 -6.30 -0.66 35,657.07
Next 4,944.00 -39.00 -0.78 7,270.48
Old Mutual Group 200.15 -7.15 -3.45 10,091.42
Provident Financial 2,838.00 44.00 1.57 4,141.67
Paddy Power Betfair 8,775.00 55.00 0.63 7,322.88
Prudential 1,588.75 -38.75 -2.38 41,671.74
Persimmon 1,738.00 -38.00 -2.14 5,384.51
Pearson 811.75 -6.75 -0.82 6,729.07
Reckitt Benckiser Group 6,724.50 -161.50 -2.35 48,019.60
Royal Bank of Scotland Group 223.05 -1.55 -0.69 26,448.40
Royal Dutch Shell 2,171.25 -71.25 -3.18 99,495.32
Royal Dutch Shell 2,327.25 -26.75 -1.14 88,318.58
RELX 1,434.50 -14.50 -1.00 15,695.04
Rio Tinto 3,134.25 -24.25 -0.77 43,306.43
Royal Mail 460.50 5.00 1.09 4,571.00
Rolls-Royce Group 667.00 -1.00 -0.15 12,466.98
Randgold Resources 6,362.50 -52.50 -0.82 6,012.91
RSA Insurance Group 584.25 6.50 1.12 5,907.18
Sainsbury (J) 247.70 -1.60 -0.64 5,467.07
Schroders 2,749.00 -249.00 -8.31 6,737.73
Sage Group (The) 650.25 -4.75 -0.73 7,112.10
Shire 4,627.00 -57.00 -1.22 41,887.39
Smurfit Kappa Group 1,884.00 -4.00 -0.21 4,462.22
Sky 858.25 -132.75 -13.40 17,001.08
Standard Life 356.50 -15.50 -4.17 7,317.49
Smiths Group 1,283.00 -133.00 -9.39 5,579.28
Smith & Nephew 1,199.50 -21.50 -1.76 10,609.21
SSE 1,553.00 -10.00 -0.64 15,817.21
Standard Chartered 653.85 -9.75 -1.47 21,405.16
St James's Place 907.00 -107.00 -10.55 5,295.79
Severn Trent 2,189.00 -33.00 -1.49 5,364.03
Tesco 205.18 -1.67 -0.81 16,872.17
TUI AG 1,163.00 21.00 1.84 6,703.98
Taylor Wimpey 153.40 -0.10 -0.07 5,001.93
Unilever 3,271.25 -21.25 -0.65 42,219.40
United Utilities Group 895.50 -5.50 -0.61 6,188.14
Vodafone Group 198.93 -0.92 -0.46 53,340.94
Wolseley 4,726.00 -236.00 -4.76 12,532.60
Worldpay Group 269.90 2.40 0.90 5,350.00
WPP Group 1,803.00 -13.00 -0.72 23,076.48
Whitbread 3,683.00 -93.00 -2.46 6,841.08

Most Advanced
ImmunoGen, Inc. $ 2.04 0.46 ▲ 29.11%
Oncobiologics, Inc. $ 3.01 0.51 ▲ 20.40%
United Security Bancshares $ 7.75 1 ▲ 14.81%
Fulgent Genetics, Inc. $ 11.57 1.38 ▲ 13.54%
Everspin Technologies, Inc. $ 8.29 0.91 ▲ 12.33%
Nabriva Therapeutics AG $ 5.96 0.61 ▲ 11.40%
Health Insurance Innovations, Inc. $ 17.85 1.80 ▲ 11.21%
Conifer Holdings, Inc. $ 8.15 0.75 ▲ 10.14%
TRACON Pharmaceuticals, Inc. $ 4.90 0.45 ▲ 10.11%
Lonestar Resources US Inc. $ 8.54 0.78 ▲ 10.05%
Catabasis Pharmaceuticals, Inc. $ 3.61 0.30 ▲ 9.06%

Most Declined
Opko Health, Inc. $ 9.30 2.16 ▼ 18.85%
MediWound Ltd. $ 4.5792 0.5208 ▼ 10.21%
XOMA Corporation $ 4.22 0.37 ▼ 8.06%
ALJ Regional Holdings, Inc. $ 4.39 0.37 ▼ 7.77%
Ever-Glory International Group, Inc. $ 2.05 0.15 ▼ 6.82%
Immune Design Corp. $ 5.50 0.40 ▼ 6.78%
Corium International, Inc. $ 4.06 0.29 ▼ 6.67%
Lawson Products, Inc. $ 23.80 1.70 ▼ 6.67%
Zions Bancorporation $ 8.65 0.60 ▼ 6.49%
Neos Therapeutics, Inc. $ 5.85 0.40 ▼ 6.40%
Prima BioMed Ltd $ 2.34 0.16 ▼ 6.40%

CCOMPANYOMPANY PPRICERICE((PP)) CCHANGEHANGE((PP)) % C% CHGHG.. NNETET VVOLOL

DOW JONES
CLOSING PRICES JANUARY 2

0Anglo American 1,145.50 -14.50 -1.25 16,280.02
Associated British Foods 2,710.00 -35.00 -1.28 21,612.71
Admiral Group 1,739.00 -88.00 -4.82 5,152.46
Ashtead Group 1,573.00 -7.00 -0.44 7,847.83
Antofagasta 673.75 -1.25 -0.19 6,669.32
Aviva 483.20 -3.20 -0.66 19,707.97
AstraZeneca 4,344.00 -93.50 -2.11 56,003.83
BAE Systems 583.25 -8.25 -1.39 18,895.59
Babcock International Group 881.50 -71.50 -7.50 4,780.42
Barclays 221.73 -1.72 -0.77 37,711.57
British American Tobacco 4,523.25 -98.25 -2.13 85,695.78
Barratt Developments 461.20 -1.20 -0.26 4,669.80
British Land Co 624.50 -5.00 -0.79 6,471.43
BHP Billiton 1,293.25 -13.25 -1.01 27,478.05
Bunzl 2,109.00 22.00 1.05 7,003.63
BP 504.80 -4.80 -0.94 99,540.45
Burberry Group 1,471.50 -25.50 -1.70 6,532.83
BT Group 363.95 -2.95 -0.80 36,938.52
Coca-Cola HBC 1,770.00 38.00 2.19 6,288.48
Carnival 4,102.50 -22.50 -0.55 8,893.92
Centrica 217.15 -16.95 -7.24 12,786.09
Compass Group 1,475.50 -25.50 -1.70 24,331.23
Capita Group (The) 508.25 -22.75 -4.28 3,485.81
Croda International 3,151.50 -44.50 -1.39 4,176.30
CRH 2,565.00 -265.00 -9.36 23,159.41
Convatec Group Ord 10p Wi 232.90 -1.10 -0.47 4,585.96
Dixons Carphone 324.30 -30.30 -8.54 4,021.72
DCC 6,020.00 -20.00 -0.33 5,410.37
Diageo 2,082.50 -27.50 -1.30 52,864.69
Direct Line Insurance Group 346.55 -22.85 -6.19 5,049.00
Experian 1,557.50 -16.50 -1.05 14,893.61
easyJet 997.50 -7.50 -0.75 3,980.03
Fresnillo 1,200.50 -20.50 -1.68 9,019.58
GKN 328.35 -3.35 -1.01 5,642.33
Glencore 274.00 -3.35 -1.21 39,657.51
GlaxoSmithKline 1,543.50 -18.50 -1.18 76,719.25
Hikma Pharmaceuticals 1,852.50 -40.50 -2.14 4,455.96
Hargreaves Lansdown 1,208.50 -4.50 -0.37 5,762.97
Hammers 560.50 -12.50 -2.18 4,465.65
HSBC Holdings 649.95 -6.95 -1.06 129,166.97
International Consolidatd Air 437.95 -2.95 -0.67 9,400.03
InterContinental Hotels Grp 3,638.00 55.00 1.54 7,077.05
3i Group 702.50 7.50 1.08 6,775.31
Imperial Brands 3,518.75 -23.75 -0.67 34,024.65
Informa 630.00 -50.00 -7.35 5,599.11
Intu Properties 280.55 4.00 1.44 3,757.53
Intertek Group 3,481.00 49.00 1.43 5,538.79
ITV 201.70 -4.70 -2.28 8,211.84
Johnson Matthey 2,941.00 -241.00 -7.57 6,150.49
Kingfisher 342.65 -7.65 -2.18 7,790.42

CCOMPANYOMPANY PPRICERICE((PP)) CCHANGEHANGE((PP)) % C% CHGHG.. NNETET VVOLOL

COMPANY PRICE CHANGE NET / %

US dollar....................................................................1.05198
Japan yen................................................................123.042
Switzerland franc ...................................................1.07181
Denmark kroner....................................................7.43431
Norway kroner.....................................................9.07802

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR MONEY WITH US

See our
advert on
opposite

page

0.85225 1.17336

LONDON - FTSE 100
CLOSING PRICES JANUARY 2

Units per €

COMPANY PRICE CHANGE %CHANGE VOLUME

NASDAQ
CLOSING PRICES JANUARY 2

currenciesdirect.com/marbella • Tel: +34 952 906 581

FINANCE, BUSINESS & LEGALEWN18 5 - 11 January 2017 / Axarquía - Costa Tropical www.euroweeklynews.com





By John Smith

WHENEVER there is a takeover of one com-
pany by another, lawyers are invariably in-
volved in drawing up contracts, heads of agree-
ment and due diligence documents.

American prosecutors have discovered that a
trio of bright Chinese hackers made a fortune
by taking advantage of the very poor cyber se-
curity in many law firms and having gained
easy access to numerous sites, they simply dis-
covered information concerning a number of
takeovers.

Having found out which companies were in
merger and acquisition talks, they were able to
purchase stocks in advance of public announce-
ments and it is alleged that they made in excess
of $4 million (€3.8 million) in profits.

Of the three men involved who are all from
Macau, one has been arrested by Hong Kong
police and will be extradited to the USA to face
charges of conspiracy, insider trading, wire
fraud and computer intrusion, whilst the other
two although identified have not been found
and there appears to have been no direct re-
quest to the Macau authorities to assist.

This revelation of a new target for cyber in-
truders has come as something of a wake-up
call for corporate America and US State Attor-
ney Preet Bharara who is prosecuting the case
has warned law firms that they will continue to
be vulnerable not only from external hacking

but from internal manipulation unless their se-
curity is considerably improved.

According to the New York Times the trio had
successfully hit seven different lawyers’ firms
during 2015 and had ‘attacked’ their sites and
e-mail servers on more than 100,000 occasions
with their profits coming from information
concerning at least two major takeovers.

With accusations of the Russian govern-
ment trying to influence the result of the lat-
est Presidential Election through cyber ma-
nipulation and almost daily announcements
of major banks and servers being hacked, it
is possible that the activities that have been
discovered are just  the t ip of an iceberg
which could be more dangerous to interna-

tional economies then ever imagined.
It is not just computers in offices that are at

risk, with the increase of available information
on tablet and Android smart phones, these are
also becoming a major target for malware and
hacking especially with the proliferation of
apps from banks which allow for the payment
of goods and services.
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US law firms accused of poor cyber security 

US STATE ATTORNEY: Preet Bharara (centre) is prosecuting the current case.

WITH the UK electing to leave the EU, Matteo
Renzi’s crushing referendum defeat in the Italian
referendum and the ECB choosing to expand its
QE programme, we are in the midst of volatile
times.

Seeing ranges between 1.10 and 1.20 over the
last quarter, the market has clearly reacted heavi-
ly to the political turmoil erupting throughout
Europe. On June 23, the UK announced a major-
ity vote in favour of leaving the EU - on this day
we saw a high of 1.30 before plummeting over
10 per cent within the two weeks that followed. 

A lot of speculation has followed… will the
pound recover before the year is out? Where will
it be trading against the majors next year in com-
parison to where it has been? Will it fall further? 

The truth is, there is such a lack of reliable in-
formation available and so much contradiction
that it’s been nigh impossible for any establish-
ment to forecast a market analysis that isn’t par-

tial to remaining fairly vague.
As of yet, it looks like we’ll be sitting on our

hands until March 2017 when Article 50 is (sup-
posedly) finally going to be triggered in order for
Britain to leave the EU in March 2019, immedi-
ately ahead of the next European Parliament
elections. For now, the key focus has been hedg-

ing any potential further threat that lies within
these plans for the future.

In terms of the ECB, they’ve made the deci-
sion to scale down its monthly purchases from
€80bn to €60bn to ensure policy continuity,
sending a clear signal there is a limit to how far
the ECB’s Quantitative Easing programme can

run and how high their balance sheet can grow
beyond 2017, before it runs into hard technical
and political constraints. They’ve effectively
chosen to pump more money into the Eurozone
economy until the end of next year, and longer if
needed while maintaining a steady and controlled
approach by lessening the monthly amounts and
extended the overall time-scale of the plan.

The prospects of tapered monthly purchases
and lower-for-longer negative yields means the
ECB’s reflation channels have shifted in favour
of a weaker euro and higher equity markets, with
negative discount rates and a cheaper exchange
rate. I think it’s safe to say that the ECB are cer-
tainly looking to take a short-term currency hit
while focusing on their long-term plan to im-
prove the state of the Eurozone economy which
we could expect to see beginning to reflect going
into 2018, should everything go to plan.

With that all said, it’s going to be a rocky end
to 2016 with little visibility into the future cur-
rency prices until at least Q1 2017 on the majors
- Hence all of the corporate risk hedging. We
stand to see The Bank of England looking fur-
ther into inflation, tension between EU members
and retaliation to the threat of terrorism. 

Be ready for another big year.

We are in the midst of volatile times

ROCKY END: To 2016, with little visibility into the future currency prices.

Visit us at our Spanish offices in Costa del Sol, Costa Almeria, North Costa Blanca and South Costa Blanca. 
Telephone: UK +44 (0) 207 847 9400 SPAIN +34 950 478 914 Email: euroweekly@currenciesdirect.com • www.currenciesdirect.com
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By Matthew Elliott

THE man who will be respon-
sible for negotiating a free trade
deal between Britain and the
US has encouraged other coun-
tries to take advantage of the
UK’s post-Brexit vulnerability.

Billionaire businessman
Wilbur Ross will be Donald
Trump’s chief of trade in the
president-elect’s new adminis-
tration. He has said it was ‘in-
evitable’ that there would be
‘relocations’ and has urged
Cyprus, Germany and Ireland
to take full advantage of the
volatility. 

The investor, who will play a
key role in determining the na-
ture of Britain’s transatlantic re-
lations, described Brexit as a
‘God-given opportunity’ for
London’s financial rivals while
addressing Cypriot bankers. 

The revelations come amid a
stream of developments related
to Britain’s post-Brexit trade
prospects.

Ireland’s future position as

the only English-speaking
country in the EU has reported-
ly seen more than 100 top com-
panies inquire about relocating
from London to Dublin. 

The man in charge of attract-
ing foreign investment to the
Republic has claimed to have
received a huge increase in in-
terest from financial services
companies keen to maintain ac-
cess to the European market. 

Head of the Irish Industrial
Development Agency, Martin
Shanahan, said that Ireland is
particularly attractive to Asian
and American companies. Es-
pecially those looking for a Eu-
ropean base with access to the
single market, proximity to the
UK that speaks the language of
business and has low corpora-
tion taxes.

That places Ireland in prime
position to make the most of
Britain’s likely withdrawal
from the single market. 

However if the former gov-
ernor of the Bank of England is
correct, Brexit could be positive

for both the UK and Ireland.
Speaking to Radio 4 on Box-

ing Day, Lord King said that
the UK could soon take advan-
tage of ‘real opportunities’ to
sign trade deals with other
countries outside of the EU. 

“Being out of what is a pretty
unsuccessful European Union -
particularly in the economic
sense - gives us opportunities as
well as obviously great political
difficulties,” he told the pro-
gramme.

“I think there are real ques-
tion marks about whether it
makes sense to remain in the
customs union.

“Clearly if we do that we
cannot make our own trade
deals with other countries.”

In the meantime, the Spanish
National Council for Market
Values is offering an advice ser-
vice to British companies that
want to invest in Spain but are
scared of the bureaucracy and
will supply English speaking
advisors to explain Spanish
laws and legal requirements.

Trump advisor
says relocations
are inevitable

CHIEF OF TRADE: Billionaire businessman Wilbur Ross with Donald Trump.
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HOW typical of that petulant pil-
lock Obama to make Trump’s ac-
cession to the White House as
difficult as possible.

Why didn’t he just leave the
decisions as to what action to
take against Russia to the new
administration? Why? Because
he wants to throw that final rat-
tle out of the pram, that’s why.
The fact that his favourite white
Nanny didn’t win the election
meant that the country was also
delivering its verdict on his own
pathetic Islamic sympathising
regime.

And what a limp wrist ‘retalia-
tion’ it turned out to be. The ex-
pulsion of 35 Russian diplomats,
just before Christmas, merely re-
sulted in disrupting a few family
lives and ruining their holidays.
Yeah. Nice one Obama. That re-
ally showed ‘em who was boss. I
wonder how many Iranians he

would have expelled just before
Eid!? And what a wonderful re-
action Putin had to this final ef-
fort to deliver as much infantile
nastiness as possible. 

In true leadership fashion, not
only did he not retaliate with the
tit-for-tat childish nonsense Oba-
ma was no doubt expecting, he
actually extended greetings and
invitations to American diplo-
mats and their families to join
the Russian people in their cele-
brations and attend their Christ-
mas and New Year shows at the
Kremlin!

I’d like to have been a fly on
the wall  when Obama and his
equally arrogant missus heard
that one. I can hear the toys hit-
ting the bedroom wall from here.
No, the world is well rid of this
man, who to my mind posed a

serious threat to the safety of the
West.

I  know many have been
sucked in by his apparent striv-
ing for world peace and unity,
but  I  think that  under  a l l  the
rhetoric lurked an ulterior mo-
tive that, thank the Lord, with

the demise of his chosen suc-
cessor,  wil l  now be de-

stroyed and consigned to
the bin of dubious lead-

ers, where it well and
truly belongs.

Onward and up-
ward everyone.

Stay healthy. Stay
posi t ive.  Stay
above ground.
And whatever
ya do.

Always Keep the
Faith

love Leapy
leapylee2002
@gmail.com

LEAPY LEE SAYS IT

OTHERS THINK IT

Barack Obama.

COPYRIGHT   Ververidis Vasilis/Shutterstock.com

Onward and up-
ward everyone,

stay healthy, positive
and above ground.”
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HAVE you recovered yet? No, not
from your annual boozathon, but
from 2016. What a year for poll-
sters, pundits, bookies getting it
wrong! First, Brexit, then Donald
Trump. Yes, if only Michael Fish
(remember him?) had been plying
his  t rade las t  year,  he’d have
looked bang-on.

It’s too early to say where 2016
will rank in modern world history
compared with,  say,1914 and
1939. But it was undoubtedly the
most dramatic moment in British
politics since the Second World
War. Plus, the USA elected a pres-
ident who publicly admitted he
gropes women, doesn’t pay taxes
and, reportedly, summarised his
future Republican supporters thus
in People Magazine: “they believe
anything... I could lie and they’d
sti l l  eat  i t  up.” I  mean, what do

you have to do to be unelectable?
Add that  to  the deaths  of  so

many celebrities, and it’s difficult
to  see how 2017 could be any
more ‘surprising.’ But then, con-
sider what’ll be happening. The
Supreme Court ruling, the trigger-
ing of Article 50, Trump’s inaugu-
rat ion,  the French and German
elections, Russian and Chinese ex-
pansionism, the next inevitable
terrorist attack and our response to
it. Maybe we’re heading for more
of the same - 2016 Mark II? 

As wishes for 2017 go, mine are
pretty modest. Of course, a com-
plete  end to  war,  disease and
famine.

But if I can’t have that, maybe I
can have something a little easier
to achieve: an open, grown-up and
serious debate about the future of
the NHS (not  helped by recent
news of foreign patients running
up £30m of unpaid NHS bills in
one year) and of the Government’s
foreign aid spending target of 0.7
per  cent  of  GDP (despi te  some
worthwhile projects,  enormous
sums of taxpayers’ money are cur-
rently wasted and would be surely

better allocated to hard-pressed
defence,  healthcare and educa-
tion).

And as for the Brexit/Trump as-
pect: yes, who knows what the fu-
ture holds, but there’s been worse:
the Blitz, for example.

For some, 2016 is set to take its
place alongside 9/11, 24/7 and 360
as numerical descriptors that be-
come words. 

So, 2016: never again, please!  
Nora Johnson’s psychological/sus-

pense crime thrillers ‘No Way
Back,’ ‘Landscape of Lies,’ ‘Retri-

bution,’ ‘Soul Stealer,’ ‘The De
Clerambault Code’ (www.nora-

johnson.com) available from Ama-
zon in paperback/eBook
(€0.99;£0.99) and

iBookstore.All prof-
its to Costa del

Sol Cudeca can-
cer charity.

Nora Johnson
Breaking Views
Nora is the author of popular psychological suspense and
crime thrillers and a freelance journalist. 
To comment on any of the issues raised in her column,
go to www.euroweeklynews.com/3.0.15/nora-johnson

The good, the bad and the bizarre of 2016

DONALD TRUMP: Publicly admitted he doesn’t pay taxes.
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WHAT would you like to create in
2017?  Find out how you can make the
most of the year ahead with your As-
trology,  Numerology and Tarot Fore-
cast for the New Year...

Astrology: Begin anew
Sun in Capricorn: With the new

moon in this earthy sign at the end of
last month guiding you, start the year
by making practical plans.  Begin with
a spring clean (it is never too early to
declutter!) and finish the month by tak-
ing action towards new goals for the
year ahead. With the darkest part of
winter now behind you, this is the time
to embrace the light, feeling a sense of
freedom and anticipation as the New
Year begins.  

Get in tune with the moon : The
full moon in Cancer on January 12
brings the focus to your home life.  Are
there any changes you would like to
make to your home to make this a
more nurturing and comfortable place?  

Perhaps it is time time redecorate,
change the furniture or brighten your
living space in some way.  This watery
sign is encouraging you to look at what
you really need in order to look after
yourself.  On January 28 the new
moon in Aquarius will help you to ex-
pand your vision.  Aim high under the
influence of this sign and work out
your most important vision for the year
ahead.  What do you really want to do
this year?  Ask yourself this question
on the eve of this new moon, and then
boldly move forward with your plans.  

Numerology: It’s all about you!
Number 1 : Numbers are symbols

which carry energy and the influence
of this number in January reminds you
to focus on what you want.  Worry is a
form of negative prayer, so watch your
thoughts.  The number one also brings
the focus back to yourself.  It can be
easy to hide behind the needs of others
in order to forget your own dreams, but
actually you have a responsibility to
yourself to follow your heart!  

Chose something you have been
thinking about doing for some time

and take action this month towards this
goal.  Be bold and fearless - the uni-
verse will reward you for your actions!

The Tarot: Create the life you
desire and deserve

The first card in the major arcana
Tarot deck is The Magician. The
man depicted on this card has every-
thing at his disposal.  You have all
the talents to create what you want
this year and by staying focused on
what is important to you, opportuni-
ties will present themselves as you

move through the year with faith
and confidence.  

Talk to friends about your plans,
do something every day towards
your goal and then go with the flow
of life.  This year is bringing you the
chance to know yourself better and
to courageously move forward, so
seize the moment and make the most
of every day! 

Create your best year yet!
Would you like to discover how

you can make the most of the unique
numbers and astrological placements
based on your date of birth so that
you can make 2017 your best year
yet?  Sally Trotman can help you to
make the best choices for you in the
New Year, based on your date of
birth, by looking at your Numerolo-
gy, Astrology and associated Tarot
cards for the year ahead.   

I also offer compatibility reports,
looking at the unique connection be-
tween you and your partner, helping
you to understand the strengths and
challenges within your relationship.
Readings are available via Skype or
email.  Contact Sally by email at
sally.trotman@btinternet.com or vis-
it www.sallytrotman.com to book in.

How to make the most of your year ahead
Sally Trotman
www.sallytrotman.com

Sally Trotman is a qualified Counsellor who works with
Astrology, Numerology and the Tarot. Each month she will
deliver the forecast as an intuitive tool to aid increased self
awareness.  

BEGIN ANEW:
Start the year by

making practical plans.





11:00am Homes Under 
the Hammer

12:00pm Wanted Down 
Under

12:45pm Caught Red 
Handed

1:15pm Bargain Hunt
2:00pm BBC News at 

One
2:30pm BBC London 

News
2:45pm Father Brown
3:30pm !Mpossible
4:15pm Escape to the 

Country
4:45pm The Hairy Bikers'

Comfort Food
5:30pm Antiques Road 

Trip
6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News at Six
7:30pm BBC London 

News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm A Question of 

Sport
9:00pm EastEnders
10:00pm Death in 

Paradise
11:00pm BBC News at 

Ten
11:30pm BBC London 

News
11:45pm Die Hard with a 

Vengeance
1:45am Weather for the 

Week Ahead
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9:35am Paw Patrol
9:45am Toot the Tiny 

Tugboat
10:00am Toby's 

Travelling 
Circus

10:15am The Wright 
Stuff

12:15pm Cowboy 
Builders and 
Bodge Jobs

1:10pm 5 News 
Lunchtime

1:15pm Celebrity Big 
Brother

2:15pm The Hotel 
Inspector

3:15pm NCIS
4:15pm Til Death Do Us

Part
6:00pm 5 News at 5
6:30pm Can't Pay? 

We'll Take it 
Away!

7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm Nightmare 

Tenants, 
Slum Landlords

9:00pm Bargain Loving 
Brits in the Sun

10:00pm Celebrity Big 
Brother

11:00pm Get Your Tatts 
Out: Kavos Ink

12:05am Celebrity Big 
Brother's Bit on
the Side

10:00am Victoria 
Derbyshire

12:00pm BBC Newsroom 
Live

1:00pm Coast
1:15pm All Creatures 

Great and Small
2:45pm Talking Pictures
3:30pm Pets: Wild at 

Heart
4:30pm The Tropic of 

Cancer
5:30pm A Place to Call 

Home
6:15pm Put Your Money 

Where Your 
Mouth Is

7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Great British 

Railway 
Journeys

8:00pm Rick Stein's Long
Weekends

9:00pm The Great 
Interior 
Design Challenge

10:00pm Yellowstone
11:00pm Mock the Week
11:30pm Newsnight
12:15am The Last 

Kingdom
2:15am Panorama
2:45am Life in the Snow
3:45am Gordon 

Buchanan: 
Elephant Family 
and Me

8:00pm World News 
Today
The latest 
national 
and international
news, exploring 
the day's events 
from a global 
perspective.

8:30pm Secrets of Bones
9:00pm Natural World
10:00pm Sword, Musket 

and Machine 
Gun: Britain's 
Armed History

11:00pm The Greatest 
Knight: William 
the Marshal

12:00am Donald 
Campbell: 
Speed King

1:00am The Last Days of 
the Liners

2:00am James May: The 
Reassembler

2:30am The Greatest 
Knight: William 
the Marshal

3:30am Sword, Musket 
and Machine 
Gun: Britain's 
Armed History

4:30am This is BBC Four

7:45am King of Queens
9:00am Everybody Loves

Raymond
9:30am Everybody Loves

Raymond
10:00am Frasier
10:30am Frasier
11:00am Ramsay's 

Kitchen 
Nightmares USA

12:00pm Supershoppers
12:30pm Four in a Bed
1:00pm News Summary
1:05pm Four in a Bed
1:35pm Four in a Bed
2:10pm Four in a Bed
2:40pm Four in a Bed
3:10pm Countdown
4:00pm A New Life in 

the Sun
5:00pm A Place in the 

Sun
6:00pm Come Dine with 

Me
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm The Restoration 

Man Ep1
10:00pm Spies
11:00pm 60 Days in Jail
11:55pm A Very British 

Brothel
1:00am The World's 

Greatest Spy 
Movies

11:30am This Morning
1:30pm Loose Women
2:30pm ITV Lunchtime 

News
2:55pm ITV News 

London
3:00pm Judge Rinder
4:00pm Dickinson's 

Real Deal
5:00pm Tipping Point
6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm ITV News 

London
7:30pm ITV Evening 

News
8:00pm Emmerdale
9:00pm Save Money
10:00pm Unforgotten
11:00pm ITV News at 

Ten and 
Weather

11:30pm ITV News 
London

11:40pm Piers Morgan's 
Life Stories

12:40am Tipping Point
1:35am Jackpot247

Join the 
presenters 
live and play 
roulette on 
your telly. Join 
in now at 
Jackpot247.com.

4:00am ITV Nightscreen

9:00am Premier League
Legends

10:00am Football
10:30am Barclays 

Premier League
World

11:00am The Premier 
League 
Years

1:00pm Premier League
Legends

2:00pm Football
2:30pm Great Sporting 

Moments
3:00pm Premier League

Legends
4:00pm Football
4:30pm Football Gold
5:00pm Sporting 

Triumphs
6:00pm Football
6:30pm Barclays 

Premier 
League World

7:00pm Premier League
Review

8:00pm Barclays 
Premier League
World

8:30pm Football
11:00pm Barclays 

Premier 
League World

11:30pm Premier League
Review

12:30am La Liga Show

7:00am Planet's Funniest
Animals

7:20am Who's Doing the
Dishes?

8:15am The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show

9:00am Emmerdale
9:30am Coronation 

Street
10:00am You've Been 

Framed! Gold
10:35am Psych
11:25am Scorpion
12:25pm Who's Doing the

Dishes?
1:25pm Emmerdale
1:55pm Coronation 

Street
2:30pm You've Been 

Framed! Gold
3:00pm The Ellen 

DeGeneres Show
6:00pm Judge Rinder
7:00pm You've Been 

Framed! Gold
8:00pm Funniest Ever 

You've Been 
Framed! Gold

9:00pm Two and a Half 
Men

10:00pm The Bourne 
Ultimatum

11:05pm FYI Daily
11:10pm The Bourne 

Ultimatum
12:20am Family Guy

7:00am Doctor in the 
House

7:25am Heartbeat
8:25am Where the Heart

is
9:30am The Royal
10:30am Judge Judy
11:00am Judge Judy
11:30am Judge Judy
11:55am A Touch of Frost
2:00pm Heartbeat
3:00pm The Royal
4:05pm Where the Heart

is
5:15pm Doctor in the 

House
5:50pm You're Only 

Young Twice
6:20pm George and 

Mildred
6:55pm Heartbeat

In the 
Aidensfield 
Arms, Rob and 
Phil are planning
a night out in 
Whitby. 

8:00pm Murder, She 
Wrote

9:00pm Heartbeat
10:00pm Love and 

Marriage
11:00pm Lewis
1:05am A Touch of Frost
3:05am ITV3 Nightscreen

7:00am Gunsmoke
7:55am Minder
8:50am Quincy, M.E.
9:50am The 

Professionals
10:55am Ironside
12:00pm Gunsmoke
1:00pm Storage Wars 

New York
1:30pm Storage Wars 

New York
2:00pm Pawn Stars
2:30pm Pawn Stars
3:00pm Quincy, M.E.
4:00pm Ironside
5:00pm The 

Professionals
6:05pm Minder
7:05pm Storage Wars 

New York
7:35pm Storage Wars 

New York
8:00pm Pawn Stars
8:30pm Pawn Stars
9:00pm River Monsters
10:05pm The Krays
11:10pm FYI Daily
11:15pm The Krays
12:30am American 

Gangster
1:35am FYI Daily
1:40am American 

Gangster
3:30am Tommy Cooper
4:00am Teleshopping

THURSDAY - 5 JANUARY

11:00am Homes Under the
Hammer

11:55am Wanted Down 
Under

12:45pm Caught Red 
Handed

1:15pm Bargain Hunt
2:00pm BBC News at 

One
2:30pm BBC London 

News
2:45pm Father Brown
3:30pm !Mpossible
4:15pm Escape to the 

Country
4:45pm The Hairy Bikers' 

Comfort Food
5:30pm Antiques Road 

Trip
6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News at Six
7:30pm BBC London 

News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm Match of the Day

Live
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:25pm BBC London 

News
11:35pm Graham Norton's

Big Red Chair
12:25am Uncle
12:55am The NFL Show
1:25am The Uninvited
2:45am Weather for the 

Week Ahead
2:50am BBC News

9:45am Toot the Tiny 
Tugboat

10:00am Toby's 
Travelling 
Circus

10:15am The Wright 
Stuff

12:15pm Cowboy 
Builders and 
Bodge Jobs

1:10pm 5 News 
Lunchtime

1:15pm Celebrity Big 
Brother

2:15pm The Hotel 
Inspector

3:15pm NCIS
4:15pm The Preacher's 

Mistress
6:00pm 5 News at 5
6:30pm Can't Pay? 

We'll Take 
it Away!

7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm That's So 1989
9:00pm Cats Make You 

Laugh Out 
Loud 3

10:00pm Celebrity Big 
Brother

11:00pm Lip Sync Battle 
UK

11:30pm Celebrity Big 
Brother

12:05am Celebrity Big 
Brother's Bit on
the Side

7:45am Wanted Down 
Under

8:30am Caught Red 
Handed

9:00am Antiques 
Roadshow

10:00am Victoria 
Derbyshire

12:00pm BBC Newsroom 
Live

1:00pm Fire Down Below
2:50pm Talking Pictures
3:30pm Pets: Wild at 

Heart
4:30pm The Tropic of 

Cancer
5:30pm A Place to Call 

Home
6:15pm Put Your Money 

Where Your 
Mouth Is

7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Great British 

Railway Journeys
8:00pm Big Dreams 

Small Spaces
9:00pm Mastermind
9:30pm Only Connect
10:00pm World's Most 

Extraordinary 
Homes

11:00pm QI
11:30pm Newsnight
12:05am The Last 

Kingdom
1:05am The Last 

Kingdom

8:00pm World News 
Today
The latest 
national 
and international
news, exploring 
the day's events 
from a global 
perspective.

8:30pm Secrets of Bones
9:00pm The Good Old 

Days
9:45pm Sounds of the 

Sixties
9:55pm Pop Go the 

Sixties
10:00pm Top of the Pops

It's 1983, and 
Top of the Pops 
reaches a 
landmark - its 
1,000th edition. 

11:00pm Top of the Pops
12:00am Biggest Band 

Breakups and 
Makeups

1:00am Pop Quiz: The 
Comeback
First seen in 
1981 Pop Quiz 
was the BBC's 
Saturday night 
smash hit music 
quiz show.

1:30am Top of the Pops
2:30am Top of the Pops

6:05am Location, 
Location, 
Location

7:00am Countdown
7:45am King of Queens
8:10am King of Queens
8:35am King of Queens
9:00am Everybody Loves 

Raymond
9:30am Everybody Loves 

Raymond
10:00am Frasier
10:30am Frasier
11:00am Ramsay's 

Kitchen 
Nightmares USA

12:00pm Supershoppers
12:30pm Four in a Bed
1:00pm News Summary
1:05pm Four in a Bed
3:10pm Countdown
4:00pm A New Life in 

the Sun
5:00pm A Place in the 

Sun
6:00pm Come Dine with 

Me
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Jamie and 

Jimmy's 
Friday Night 
Feast

10:00pm Big Fat Quiz of 
Everything

12:05am First Dates Hotel

11:30am This Morning
1:30pm Loose Women
2:30pm ITV Lunchtime 

News
2:55pm ITV News 

London
3:00pm Judge Rinder
4:00pm Dickinson's Real

Deal
5:00pm Tipping Point
6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm ITV News 

London
7:30pm ITV Evening 

News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation 

Street
9:00pm Best Walks with 

a View with 
Julia Bradbury

9:30pm Coronation 
Street

10:00pm The Big Soap 
Quiz: 
Coronation 
Street v 
Emmerdale

11:00pm ITV News at Ten
and Weather

11:30pm ITV News 
London

11:40pm Fishing 
Impossible

12:10am The Wine Show

7:00am Football Gold
7:30am Football Gold
8:00am WWE Main 

Event
8:55am Cricket
4:30pm La Liga Show
5:00pm Barclays 

Premier 
League World

5:30pm Premier League
100 Club

6:00pm Premier League
Legends

6:30pm La Liga Show
7:00pm Barclays 

Premier League
World

7:30pm Spanish 
Football Gold

7:40pm The Fantasy 
Football 
Club

8:40pm Football
10:40pm Spanish 

Football Gold
11:00pm The Fantasy 

Football Club
12:00am Barclays 

Premier 
League World

12:30am Premier League
Legends

1:00am Premier League
100 Club

2:00am The Fantasy 
Football Club

7:20am Who's Doing the
Dishes?

8:15am The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show

9:00am Emmerdale
10:00am You've Been 

Framed! Gold
10:35am Psych
11:25am Scorpion
12:25pm Who's Doing the

Dishes?
1:25pm Emmerdale
2:30pm You've Been 

Framed! Gold
3:00pm The Ellen 

DeGeneres Show
3:50pm The Jeremy Kyle 

Show
6:00pm Judge Rinder
7:00pm You've Been 

Framed! Gold
8:00pm Best of You've 

Been Framed! 
Gold

9:00pm Two and a Half 
Men

9:30pm Two and a Half 
Men

10:00pm White House 
Down

11:00pm FYI Daily
11:05pm White House 

Down
12:40am Family Guy
1:10am Family Guy

7:00am Doctor in the 
House

7:25am Heartbeat
8:25am Where the Heart

is
9:30am The Royal
10:30am Judge Judy
11:00am Judge Judy
11:30am Judge Judy
11:50am A Touch of Frost
2:00pm Heartbeat
3:05pm The Royal
4:05pm Where the Heart

is
5:15pm Doctor in the 

House
5:50pm You're Only 

Young Twice
6:20pm George and 

Mildred
6:55pm Heartbeat
8:00pm Murder, She 

Wrote
9:00pm Doc Martin
10:00pm A Mother's Son
11:00pm A Mother's Son
12:05am Inspector Morse
2:15am Good Will 

Hunting
3:20am FYI Daily
3:25am Good Will 

Hunting
4:20am A Touch of Frost

7:00am Gunsmoke
7:55am Minder
8:45am Quincy, M.E.
9:50am The Professionals
10:50am Ironside
11:55am Gunsmoke
1:00pm Storage Wars 

New York
1:30pm Storage Wars 

New York
2:00pm Pawn Stars
2:30pm Pawn Stars
2:55pm Quincy, M.E.
3:55pm Ironside
5:00pm The Professionals
6:00pm Minder
7:05pm Storage Wars 

New York
7:35pm Storage Wars 

New York
8:00pm Pawn Stars
8:35pm Pawn Stars
9:00pm Counting Cars
9:30pm Counting Cars
10:00pm Heartbreak 

Ridge
11:05pm FYI Daily
11:10pm Heartbreak 

Ridge
12:40am The 

Assassination of 
Jesse James by 
the Coward 
Robert Ford
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7:00am Breakfast
11:00am Saturday 

Kitchen Live
12:30pm The Best Dishes 

Ever
1:00pm Football Focus
2:00pm BBC News
2:15pm Athletics
4:30pm Escape to the 

Country
5:00pm Final Score
6:20pm BBC News
6:30pm BBC London 

News
6:40pm Celebrity 

Mastermind
7:10pm Pointless
8:00pm Let it Shine
9:25pm Casualty
10:15pm Taboo
11:10pm BBC News

The latest 
national 
and 
international 
news from the 
BBC.

11:30pm Match of the 
Day: FA Cup 
Highlights

1:00am The Double
2:35am Weather for the 

Week Ahead
2:40am BBC News

8:00am Seaside Antics
8:10am Fireman Sam
8:20am Pip Ahoy!
8:30am Little Princess
8:45am Paw Patrol
9:00am Blaze and the 

Monster 
Machines

9:25am Noddy in 
Toyland

9:40am Ben and Holly's
Little Kingdom

9:55am Shimmer and 
Shine

10:25am Peppa Pig
10:35am Peppa Pig
10:45am Ben and Holly's

Little Kingdom
10:55am The Fairly Odd 

Parents
11:30am The Hotel 

Inspector
3:15pm Can't Pay? 

We'll Take it 
Away!

7:15pm NCIS: Los 
Angeles

8:05pm NCIS: Los 
Angeles

9:00pm NCIS
9:55pm 5 News 

Weekend
10:00pm Celebrity Big 

Brother
11:00pm Sex Tape
12:00am 5 News 

Weekend

7:05am Coast
7:50am No Minor Vices
9:25am Angels One Five
11:00am Secret Britain
12:00pm Homes Under 

the Hammer
1:00pm Exploring China: 

A Culinary 
Adventure

2:00pm Talking Pictures
2:35pm Cimarron
5:00pm Mastermind
5:30pm University 

Challenge
6:00pm Only Connect
6:30pm World's Most 

Extraordinary 
Homes

7:30pm Thailand: Earth's 
Tropical Paradise

8:30pm Britain's Ancient 
Capital: Secrets 
of Orkney

9:30pm Dad's Army
10:00pm Bowie - The Last 

Five Years
11:30pm The Man Who 

Fell to Earth
1:45am Walkabout
3:20am This is BBC Two

Highlights of 
programmes on 
BBC Two.

8:00pm Why the 
Industrial 
Revolution 
Happened Here

9:00pm The Magic of 
Mushrooms
Professor 
Richard 
Fortey delves 
into 
the fascinating 
and normally 
hidden 
kingdom of 
fungi. 

10:00pm Lost Kingdoms 
of Central 
America

11:00pm The Young 
Montalbano

12:50am An Evening 
with Sammy 
Davis Jr

1:50am Sammy Davis Jr:
The Kid in the 
Middle
Documentary 
telling Sammy 
Davis Jr's 
remarkable life 
story.

2:50am ... Sings the 
Great American
Songbook

3:55am An Evening 
with Sammy 
Davis Jr

7:15am King of Queens
7:40am King of Queens
8:00am King of Queens
8:25am Everybody Loves 

Raymond
8:50am Everybody Loves 

Raymond
9:20am Frasier
9:50am Frasier
10:20am The Big Bang 

Theory
10:50am The Big Bang 

Theory
11:15am The Simpsons
11:45am The Simpsons
12:15pm The Simpsons
12:45pm A New Life in the

Sun
1:45pm Darts
6:30pm Speed with Guy 

Martin
8:00pm Channel 4 News

Includes sport 
and weather.

10:00pm Ride Along
11:55pm The Mechanic
1:45am Derren Brown
3:15am Hollyoaks 

Omnibus
5:20am Shipping Wars

Laurie has to 
deliver two hand-
carved wooden 
Gruffalo 
sculptures worth 
£10,000.

7:00am CITV
10:25am ITV News
10:30am Thunderbirds 

are Go
11:00am Rebound
12:00pm Guess This 

House
1:00pm Bargain Shop 

Wars
1:25pm ITV News and 

Weather
1:30pm Judge Rinder
2:35pm Kindergarten 

Cop
4:40pm Morecambe and

Wise's Funniest 
Moments

6:35pm Local News and 
Weather

6:45pm ITV News and 
Weather

7:00pm You've Been 
Framed! 
Unchained!

8:00pm Ninja Warrior 
UK

9:00pm The Voice UK
10:35pm Through the 

Keyhole
11:30pm ITV News and 

Weather
11:45pm Jaws 4: The 

Revenge
1:25am Jackpot247
4:00am Who's Doing 

the Dishes?

7:00am Football Gold
7:15am Football Gold
7:30am Football Gold
7:45am Football Gold
8:00am Football's 

Greatest
8:30am Football's 

Greatest
9:00am Game 

Changers
9:30am Premier League

Legends
10:00am The Fantasy 

Football Club
11:00am Soccer A.M.
12:30pm Football Gold
12:45pm Football Gold
1:00pm The Fantasy 

Football Club
2:00pm Football Gold
2:10pm Football Gold
2:20pm Live Pro 12 

Rugby
4:40pm Rugby Union
6:50pm Super Rugby 

Gold
7:00pm NFL
7:10pm NFL
7:20pm NFL
7:30pm NFL
8:30pm NFL
9:30pm NFL
10:30pm Live NFL
2:00am Live NFL
5:30am Premier League

Legends

7:00am You've Been 
Framed! Gold

7:20am Emmerdale 
Omnibus

10:00am Coronation 
Street Omnibus

12:55pm Take Me Out
1:55pm Ninja Warrior UK
2:55pm The Flintstones 

in Viva Rock 
Vegas

3:55pm FYI Daily
4:00pm The Flintstones 

in Viva Rock 
Vegas

4:45pm Cats and Dogs: 
The Revenge of 
Kitty Galore

5:45pm FYI Daily
5:50pm Cats and Dogs: 

The Revenge of 
Kitty Galore

6:25pm King Kong
7:25pm FYI Daily
7:30pm King Kong
10:00pm The Bourne 

Supremacy
11:00pm FYI Daily
11:05pm The Bourne 

Supremacy
12:15am Family Guy
12:45am Family Guy
1:15am Family Guy

7:00am Judge Judy
7:20am Murder, She 

Wrote
8:15am Murder, She 

Wrote
9:15am The Nun's Story
10:15am FYI Daily

A round-up of 
the latest 
entertainment 
news.

10:20am The Nun's Story
12:15pm Inspector Morse
2:30pm Inspector Morse
4:45pm Inspector Morse
7:05pm Midsomer 

Murders
Neil Dudgeon's 
first appearance 
as the 
head of Causton
CID.

9:00pm Doc Martin
10:00pm Midsomer 

Murders
12:00am Lewis
2:05am Blue Murder
3:00am ITV3 Nightscreen

Text-based 
information 
service.

3:30am Teleshopping
Shopping from 
home.

7:00am Gunsmoke
7:50am The 

Professionals
8:50am The 

Professionals
9:55am Minder
11:00am ITV Racing: The 

Opening Show
12:00pm Shalako
1:10pm FYI Daily
1:15pm Shalako
2:20pm Sporting Funnies
2:30pm ITV Racing: Live 

from Sandown
5:00pm Pawn Stars
5:30pm Pawn Stars
5:55pm Pawn Stars
6:25pm Pawn Stars
6:55pm Pawn Stars
7:25pm Pawn Stars
7:50pm Mr. Bean
8:25pm Mr. Bean
9:00pm River Monsters
10:00pm Cliffhanger
11:00pm FYI Daily
11:05pm Cliffhanger
12:15am On Deadly 

Ground
1:15am FYI Daily
1:20am On Deadly 

Ground
2:20am Minder
3:20am Tommy Cooper
3:45am ITV4 

Nightscreen

SATURDAY - 7 JANUARY

7:00am Breakfast
8:30am Match of the 

Day: FA Cup 
Highlights

10:00am The Andrew 
Marr Show

11:00am The Big 
Questions

12:00pm Homes Under 
the Hammer

1:00pm Bargain Hunt
2:00pm BBC News
2:15pm Songs of Praise
2:50pm Escape to the 

Country
3:35pm Life in the Snow
4:35pm Match of the 

Day Live
7:05pm BBC News
7:20pm BBC London 

News
7:30pm Countryfile
8:30pm Antiques 

Roadshow
9:30pm Still Open All 

Hours
10:00pm Sherlock
11:30pm BBC News
11:50pm BBC London 

News
12:00am Match of the 

Day: FA Cup 
Highlights

1:05am Celebrity 
Apprentice USA

2:30am Weather for the 
Week Ahead

7:10am Peppa Pig
7:15am Bob the Builder
7:25am Wanda and the

Alien
7:35am Zack and 

Quack
7:50am Seaside Antics
7:55am Fireman Sam
8:10am Pip Ahoy!
8:30am Little Princess
8:45am Big Bash 

Cricket
12:30pm Cats Make You 

Laugh Out 
Loud 3

1:30pm Holy Man
3:35pm The Kid
5:35pm Legally Blonde
6:35pm 5 News 

Weekend
6:40pm Legally Blonde
7:25pm Along Came 

Polly
9:00pm Kittens Make 

You Laugh Out 
Loud

9:55pm 5 News 
Weekend

10:00pm Celebrity Big 
Brother

11:00pm Celebrity 
Botched Up 
Bodies

12:05am The BAFTA 
Britannia 
Awards 2016

2:00am Super Casino

7:10am A to Z of TV 
Gardening

7:55am Big Dreams 
Small Spaces

8:55am An Island Parish
9:25am The Edible 

Garden
9:55am Countryfile
10:55am Saturday Kitchen

Best Bites
12:25pm The Good Cook
12:55pm Tom Kerridge's 

Proper Pub Food
1:25pm Talking Pictures
2:00pm Cromwell
4:15pm Flog It!
5:15pm Life in Polar Bear

Town with 
Gordon 
Buchanan

6:15pm Yellowstone
7:15pm Ski Sunday
8:00pm School Swap
9:00pm Dragons' Den
10:00pm Thailand: Earth's

Tropical Paradise
11:00pm A Most Violent 

Year
1:00am QI XL
1:45am Countryfile
2:45am Holby City
3:40am This is BBC Two

8:00pm David Starkey's 
Music and 
Monarchy
Dr David Starkey
reveals how the 
story of British 
music was 
shaped by its 
monarchy. 

9:00pm Sword, Musket 
and Machine 
Gun: Britain's 
Armed History

10:00pm Horizon
11:00pm The Sky at Night
11:30pm Venus in Fur
1:00am Natural World
2:00am The Magic of 

Mushrooms
3:00am Lost Kingdoms 

of Central 
America

4:00am Kings of the 
Ring

5:00am This is BBC Four
BBC Four is the 
BBC channel for 
people who 
want more. 
More depth, 
more range, 
more to 
stimulate the 
mind.

6:05am Kirstie's Vintage 
Gems

6:20am The Restoration 
Man

7:15am King of Queens
7:40am King of Queens
8:05am King of Queens
8:30am Everybody Loves 

Raymond
8:55am Everybody Loves 

Raymond
9:25am Frasier
10:00am Frasier
10:30am Sunday Brunch
1:30pm Darts
6:30pm Find it, Fix it, 

Flog it
7:15pm Channel 4 News
7:30pm Britain's Wildest 

Weather 2016
9:00pm Walking the 

Americas
10:00pm The Hunger 

Games: 
Mockingjay - 
Part 1

12:20am Big Fat Quiz of 
Everything

2:25am How to Lose 
Weight Well

3:25am The Secret Life of
4 Year Olds

4:15am The Autistic 
Gardener

5:10am Shipping Wars

7:00am CITV
10:25am ITV News
10:30am Carry on Up the 

Jungle
12:15pm Chopping Block
1:15pm ITV News and 

Weather
1:25pm Tipping Point
2:25pm Ninja Warrior
3:30pm The Voice UK
5:00pm The Big Soap 

Quiz: 
Coronation 
Street v 
Emmerdale

6:00pm Local News and 
Weather

6:15pm ITV News and 
Weather

6:30pm Unbelievable 
Moments 
Caught on 
Camera

7:30pm Dance Dance 
Dance

9:00pm Endeavour
11:00pm ITV News and 

Weather
11:15pm Robson Crusoe: 

A Surprising 
Adventure

12:10am Aviva 
Premiership 
Rugby 
Highlights

1:05am Jackpot247

7:00am Football Gold
7:30am Football Gold
8:00am Football's 

Greatest
8:30am Football's 

Greatest
9:00am Premier League

Legends
9:30am The Sunday 

Supplement
11:00am Goals on 

Sunday
12:00pm NFL Highlights
1:00pm NFL Highlights
2:00pm Great Sporting 

Moments
2:15pm Great Sporting 

Moments
2:30pm Great Sporting 

Moments
2:45pm Great Sporting 

Moments
3:00pm Premier League

Legends
3:30pm Premier League

Legends
4:00pm Sporting 

Triumphs
4:15pm
Sporting 
Triumphs

4:30pm NFL Highlights
5:30pm NFL Highlights
6:30pm Live NFL
10:30pm Live NFL
2:30am Darts Gold

7:00am Emmerdale 
Omnibus

9:40am Coronation 
Street Omnibus

12:30pm The Voice UK
2:00pm 2awesome
2:05pm 2awesome
2:40pm 2awesome
3:20pm 2awesome
3:40pm 2awesome
4:00pm Nanny McPhee
5:00pm FYI Daily
5:05pm Nanny McPhee
6:00pm Despicable Me: 

Minion Madness
6:10pm Despicable Me 2
7:10pm FYI Daily
7:15pm Despicable Me 2
8:15pm The Amazing
Spider- Man 2
9:15pm FYI Daily
9:20pm The Amazing 

Spider-Man 2
11:00pm Family Guy
11:30pm Family Guy
11:55pm American Dad!
12:25am American Dad!
12:55am American Dad!
1:25am The Cleveland 

Show
1:55am The Cleveland 

Show
2:25am Release the 

Hounds

7:25am Where the 
Heart is

8:20am Where the 
Heart is

9:25am Heartbeat
10:30am Heartbeat
11:35am Murder, She 

Wrote
12:40pm Murder, She 

Wrote
1:45pm Murder, She 

Wrote
2:45pm Columbo
6:55pm Midsomer 

Murders
9:00pm This Time Next 

Year
10:00pm Tonight at the 

London 
Palladium

11:00pm Birds of a 
Feather

11:30pm Inspector Morse
1:50am A Touch of 

Frost
3:30am Wycliffe

Detective 
drama 
series about a 
Cornish police 
detective.

4:30am May the Best 
House Win

5:20am May the Best 
House Win

7:00am The Wine Show
7:55am The 

Professionals
Action-packed 
drama series 
about two 
criminal-
intelligence 
agents.

8:45am Minder
9:45am Minder
10:45am Shed and 

Buried
11:45am Counting Cars
12:10pm Counting Cars
12:40pm Pawn Stars
1:10pm Pawn Stars
1:35pm Pawn Stars
2:30pm Apache
3:35pm FYI Daily
3:40pm Apache
4:20pm Red River
5:25pm FYI Daily
5:30pm Red River
7:00pm 633 Squadron
8:05pm FYI Daily
8:10pm 633 Squadron
9:00pm Rugby
10:00pm The Krays
11:05pm FYI Daily
11:10pm The Krays
12:30am Don't Say a 

Word
1:35am FYI Daily
1:40am Don't Say a 

Word
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IT is basic knowledge to know as soon as
you get your car and start driving in Spain,
but still many are not fully aware of what
documents they should be carrying in the
vehicle with them.

It is compulsory to carry certain docu-
ments with you in your vehicle and these
include:

The ITV card. This is the official docu-
ments that relates to the technical inspec-
tion of the vehicle, or the ITV. Once your
vehicle is four years old it will have to un-
dergo this mandatory test and the vehicle
will then be issued with the ITV report de-
tailing what happened during the inspec-
tion. This report must also be carried in the
vehicle.

Permiso de Circulacion. The Permiso de
Circulacion is similar to a log book for the
vehicle which contains information such as
the number plate and vehicle owner.

Insurance Policy. Despite some being led

to believe otherwise, carrying the insurance
policy details in the vehicle is not compul-
sory by law as the information is contained
on a central computer, however, in the case
of an accident, it is advisable to have the
paperwork to hand.

European Accident Agreement. Again,
this is not compulsory, but it is advisable to
carry a European Accident form as it will
help you ensure data is recorded correctly
in the event of an accident. They are avail-
able in various languages and are all laid
out the same making it easier to deal with it
if different nationalities are involved in an
accident. 

It is also not compulsory to carry the in-
formation relating to the annual SUMA tax
paid on the vehicle.

For the documents you carry, they must
be the originals not photocopies. The only
copy allowed are those that are stamped
and certified by an official notary.

I recently wrote to you regarding the reduction of our Community swimming pool. I showed
your response to our Administrators but they refuse to accept that we only need a simple
majority vote and insist that, because the pool is part of the original structure, there must be

100 per cent agreement by attendees at the meeting. Where can I find the legislation that makes this
clear? Is it in the Horizontal Law? If so, which section?

S.K. (Costa del Sol)

For more news and articles visit www.n332.es or search N332 on Facebook.

Reducing the size of our pool

Send your questions for David Searl through lawyers Ubeda-Retana & Associates in
Fuengirola at Ask@lawtaxspain.com, or call 952 667 090.

The requirement for
a unanimous vote is

set out in Article 17, paragraph
6, of the Law of Horizontal
Property.  It says that any
change which modifies the
original Constitutional Title or
Statutes requires a unanimous
vote. It would be most unusual

for the exact size of the swim-
ming pool to be registered
here. Nevertheless, it is possi-

ble, and so would require a
unanimous vote in order to
change its measurements. In
any case, most lawyers prefer
to see a unanimous vote for
any major change, even when
it is not strictly necessary.  This
may explain your Administra-
tor’s insistence. 

David Searl
You and the Law 
in Spain

LEGALLY SPEAKING

AS part of the series, we answer some common driving questions and keep you updated on
the latest driving and road news kindly provided by members of the Guardia Civil based in
Torrevieja, Costa Blanca, who set up the N332 website and Facebook page to help break
down barriers.

Paperwork needed 

ITV CARD: Must be carried in vehicle.
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‘HAPPY New Year to you both’ was the
message I woke up to on New Year’s Day. It
was one of many that I had received on
WhatsApp over the last few days. ‘So what?’
you may ask. Well, the difference with this
one was it was just from a telephone number.  

There was no name which meant this per-
son was not in my contacts. I stared at it for a
while and then decided the best way to deal
with it was to politely respond by saying,
‘Happy New Year to you too, but who is
this?’ Back comes the response ... ‘it’s Peter.’ 

Mystery solved you may think. Nothing is
ever that simple with me as I still haven’t got
a clue who Peter is. Oh and to make matters
worse it’s an English number. Then the
phone goes and the mystery number comes
up. It’s a WhatsApp call. ‘Hello Michael?
It’s me Peter.’ ‘Sorry, Peter who?’ ‘Hello
Michael.’ ‘Hello Peter.’ Now we can’t hear
each other and he hangs up. I call back but
there’s no answer. I send a message and
there’s no answer and no blue ticks. So now I
have got the raving hump and we are only

nine hours into 2017 which has to be a
record even for me. Good start. I’m peed off.
Peter has obviously got the raving hump
with me and will never speak to me again.
Hey ho, off we go - another year under way.

I got a lovely poem from a reader called
John Stevens about dodgy hosepipes. It is re-
ally good and I enjoyed it as I have one of
the said hosepipes. It’s the type that expands
when you turn it on and contracts when you
turn it off. His poem is all about how they
split. Anyway nice poem, as I said, and I was
going to read it on the radio. I also thought
how unlucky he and his friends were as mine
was fine... until today! 

I don’t have a tap on my balcony but do
have lots of plants so I had a tap fixed under
the sink in the bathroom. I then attach the
hose and take it through the bedroom on to
the terrace. Guess what happened today? IT
SPLIT! Water was gushing everywhere.
Rugs were soaked, the floor was soaked and
it was an absolute disaster. How can it hap-
pen? What makes it split? John, did you ever
find out what causes it? Is it the sun? 

So before lunch on January 1, I’ve man-
aged to get the hump with someone, whose
only transgression was to wish me a Happy
New Year, and flood my bedroom .You
couldn’t make this stuff up. Email me at
mikesenker@gmail.com.

Mike Senker
In my opinion
Views of a Grumpy Old Man

9 hours and I have the hump
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1:15pm Celebrity Big 

Brother
2:15pm Home and Away
2:45pm Neighbours
3:15pm NCIS
4:15pm Dangerous Lessons
6:00pm 5 News at 5
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
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4:30pm Land of the Lost 

Wolves
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6:00pm Come Dine with 

Me
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
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House
5:50pm You're Only Young

Twice
6:20pm George and 
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LAST May I approached a kitchen
business to find a reliable expert
to lay a laminate floor in my villa.
After  an agreed quote  this  so-
called expert carried out the work
but  within four  weeks i t  had
failed. After some trouble I man-
aged to contact him through the
kitchen business.

He returned to carry out repairs
to the new floor at further cost to
myself! In October the flooring
developed further faults and since
then I have called him five times
and texted three times, but ‘Yes’
you’ve guessed it, ‘No Reply’!

So I  approached the ki tchen
business who first recommended
this ‘expert’ to see if they would
help to  contact  him but  ‘Yes’
you’ve guessed it correctly again,
‘two emails with no further replies
from them’! I was advised to em-
ploy Spanish contractors but felt
supportive towards Brits trying to
run a business in another country!

I now have to employ another
contractor to carry out repairs at
further costs. We all know the pit-
falls of being ripped off with poor
workmanship, promises and lack
of responsibilities towards those
that pay good money to help keep
them in business!! 

My experience is a warning to
others!

R J Gammon, Alicante

Weapons
testing 
THE test ing of  armaments  has
been going on from the beginning
of time!

According to  reports  in  the
newspapers ,  Russia  has  tes ted
‘162 types of modern armaments
during the campaign in Syria.’

What is their ambition, to be the
sole superpower? Some 80 years
ago Nazi-Germany aimed at world
dominance and cer ta inly some
testing was needed: aerial warfare
was crucial.

Hitler’s support of Franco gave
the Luftwaffe the opportunity and
Guernica paid the price and was
destroyed.

At the Nuremberg tr ials  Her-
mann Goring testified that “The
Spanish Civil War gave me an op-
portuni ty  to  put  my young air
force to the test and a means for
my men to gain experience.”

That ambition brought Germany
to its knees.

Leif Krogstad, Palma Nova

Meaningless
death?
I  AM too young to  remember
young men of conviction going to
fight Franco’s forces in the Spain
of the 1930s.

Many died and everyone knows
their efforts were ultimately futile.
Why though are young men going
to fight against Daesh in Syria?

For the same reasons?
I don’t know, but it is all over

the internet that a chef from Sus-
sex appears to have been killed
leaving his family with a tragedy

on their hands.
Did his sacrifice achieve any-

thing at all?
Kate, by email

Brexit blues
LIKE most  people  I  intend to
tough it out and see what happens.
Spain is my home now and to be
honest I do not feel I have much in
common with those who voted to
leave the EU.

Maybe they don’t  care  about
people  l ike me.  One thing that
does worry me is the number of
EU ci t izens in  the UK who say
they have been subjected to abuse,
just because they’re not from the
UK.

Almost all of them are holding
down proper jobs and paying their

taxes. And some are doing jobs I
know that Brits wouldn’t want to
do.

One Spanish paper featured a
young teacher who has returned
from the UK because he said the
atmosphere has changed. It is very
sad when a  teacher  feels  that
strongly. 

Roy L, Almeria

Planet plea
THE election of Donald Trump
made me happy at first, someone
who will shake up the system.

But I can’t be the only person
who’s worried he doesn’t seem to
think mankind has much impact
on his environment. Drilling for
oil and gas in some of the world’s
last wildernesses doesn’t seem the

answer to me.
I  don’t  see much evidence of

people taking the environment se-
riously in Spain.

But  i f  we don’t  take care  the
consequences will be severe and
human lives will be lost.

Will that make people sit up and
think?

Ellie T, by email

Honours
compromised
WHY are we still giving honours
to people  who supply pol i t ical
parties with the most money?

I’m all for recognising the great
and the good, but they have to de-
serve it. Knighthoods for civil ser-
vants nobody has heard of, gongs
for  cronies  and even giving a
knighthood to a sportsman when
they’re still young? None of that
seems right to me.

Honours should rightly be for
those who give service to their
communities and there are plenty
of these people. I worked with one
for many years.

Maybe the system needs another
review!

P Richards

Fond
farewell
ON the subject of people we lost
in 2016, I would like to remember
Alan Rickman.

He died of pancreatic cancer in
January and is a great loss. He ap-
peared, at least in public, to be a
very unselfish man who was not
bowled over  by s tardom. I
watched the Harry Potter  f i lms
and I’m too old for them, just be-
cause he was such a lovely actor.
A great loss to all of us.  

Frank T, Benalmadena
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Cowboy builders come to Spain

I GO to the UK fairly often and when I do
I am forced to travel around by train.
These journeys are relatively infrequent

so I do not feel I am being taken advan-
tage of by the cost.

But I do remember being a professional commuter
and having to put up with dirty, uncomfortable trains
that were late and too full. Is it beyond the wit of

man to run a train service that provides a level of
comfort at a reasonable price? I am a fan of the West
Coast main line run by Virgin. Virgin isn’t big
enough to take over the whole network. I know it’s
been said before, but in my opinion nationalising the
rail service would win a political party an awful lot
of votes.

D Smith, Marbella

Photographs for possible publication should be sent by email with a full caption to: photonews@euroweeklynews.com

Reasonable rail fares? 
TRAIN TRAVEL: Nationalisation could win an awful lot of votes.
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AQUARIUS
(January 21 - February 19)
When it comes to throwing wobblers,
please don’t. It is so important this week
to stay cool and unruffled. Change
nothing that you can avoid changing.
Even having discussions about change can
set your nerves jangling. What is needed
now is a comfort blanket and someone to
put it around you. 

PISCES
(February 20 - March 20)
This month, there is much to be celebrated.
So much has happened in the latter part of
last year. Certainly, congratulations are in
order. When you have made such an effort
and are rewarded for it, the satisfaction
level is high. Be aware, though, that
someone close also needs to feel that there
is progress. 

ARIES
(March 21 - April 20)
The importance of making the right
choices is clear to you. Where to begin
seems to be a sticking point. Starting by
taking away the things you really do not
want is essential. Be practical and logical.
This is not a time for sentiment or
muddled thinking. Although you will need
patience in abundance as the week

progresses, take one thing at a time. 

TAURUS
(April 21 - May 21)
Although you have the feeling that
younger members of the family are not
interested in your point of view, this is far
off the mark. They, in their inexperience,
may not know how best to approach you
in this regard. Getting out family photos
or starting a family tree with them can be
both entertaining and fascinating.
Altogether, this week is for the
generations to come together and find a
common cause. Teenagers seeking
answers should ask grandparents. 

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
The prospect of travel sets you thinking.
Have you been spending too much time
considering others? Should you take steps
now to get time alone then these plans
cannot be changed. This will save any
discussions as to how or when. Taking
charge of your own time is liberating.
Someone has to make the decisions, why
not you? 

CANCER
(June 22 - July 23)
With the best will in the world it is only

possible to spend money once. We are all
guilty of trying to get over this truth, but it
never works. Have patience when looking
to improve your possessions. There are
more pressing needs and these, in the long
run, prove more satisfying. Should you be
thinking of taking on a commitment, have
clear ideas of how it will be managed. 

LEO
(July 24 - August 23)
Going over old ground is counter-
productive. There is nothing to be gained
from repeating methods that did not work
in the past. If it is not possible to find a
fresh approach then seek the opinions of
others. You do not need experience of a
situation to be able to come up with a
useful idea. Staying in the same old rut
has not served you in the past and will not
do so now. Get a few days away and it
will help to free your thoughts. 

VIRGO
(August 24 - September 23)
Getting together with others to entertain is
sure to be successful after the sixteenth.
Before that there may be some irritations,
particularly with people who refuse to be
positive and make decisions. Those
moving house or going on a journey need
a lot of patience, and forward planning is

You are in for a bit of a bumpy ride this week. Some things will go well but
other outcomes can be quirky. People change their minds, technology
doesn’t work, phone calls don’t come. Be assured, however, that if you
keep your sense of the absurd it could all be quite amusing. 

YOUR
STARS

CAPRICORN          (December 22 - January 20)

IRISH LOTTO EURO MILLIONS LA PRIMITIVA EL GORDO DE 
LA PRIMITIVA

UK NATIONAL
LOTTERY

LUCKY STARS REINTEGRO REINTEGRO

S Sun, Cl Clear, F Fog, C Cloudy, 

Sh Showers, Sn Snow, Th Thunder

Fri -
Sat -
Sun -

14 8 C
15 7 C
16 6 Cl

MAX MIN

Mon -
Tues -
Wed -

16 7 Cl
15 7 Cl
15 7 C

MAX MIN

MAX MIN MAX MIN

Fri -
Sat -
Sun -

15 9 C
16 8 Cl
17 8   S

Mon -
Tues -
Wed -

17 8 Cl
17 8 C
16 9 Cl

MAX MIN MAX MIN

Fri -
Sat -
Sun -

10 3 C
13 3 C
13 3 S

Mon -
Tues -
Wed -

13 4 S
12 3 Cl
12 2 Cl

MAX MIN MAX MIN

Fri -
Sat -
Sun -

10 -2 C
10 -3 S
11 -3 S

Mon -
Tues -
Wed -

10 -3 S
10 -3 S
10 -2 C

MAX MIN MAX MIN

Fri -
Sat -
Sun -

16 9 C
16 8 Cl
16 6 C

Mon -
Tues -
Wed -

16 7 Cl
16 7 C
16 6 C

MAX MIN MAX MIN

Fri -
Sat -
Sun -

14 4 C
15 5 Cl
16 4 S

Mon -
Tues -
Wed -

15 5 S
15 5 C
15 5 C

Saturday December 31

10

for next 7 days

BACK

Move from the start
word (CASH) to the
end word (POTS) in
the same number of
steps as there are
rungs on the Word
Ladder. You must
only change one let-
ter at a time.

CASH

POTS

Word Ladder

MAX MIN MAX MIN

Fri -
Sat -
Sun -

14 8 C
15 7 Cl
16 8 S

Mon -
Tues -
Wed -

15 8 S
14 7 Cl
15 6 C

MAX MIN MAX MIN

Fri -
Sat -
Sun -

15 6 C
15 4 C
15 3 S

Mon -
Tues -
Wed -

15 4 S
15 5 Cl
15 5 Cl

Alicante 
TODAY: SUNNY MAX 17C, MIN 10C

Madrid
TODAY: CLOUDY MAX 11C, MIN -2C

Almeria
TODAY: SUNNY MAX 19C, MIN 10C

Malaga
TODAY: SUNNY MAX 20C, MIN 11C

Barcelona 
TODAY: SUNNY MAX 12C, MIN 5C

Mallorca 
TODAY: SUNNY MAX 14C, MIN 5C

Benidorm
TODAY: SUNNY MAX 17C, MIN 9C

Murcia
TODAY:    SUNNY MAX 17C, MIN 9C

17 35

41 51 54

1 3 6

Tuesday December 27Saturday December 31 Friday December 30 Saturday December 31 Sunday January 1

BONUS BALL

5

2 8 10

23 27 29

8 10 22

29 47

LUCKY STARS

7 12

3 22 25

32 39

2

29

6 10 32

45 51

essential. Do not assume that all will go
according to plan. Having been
forewarned, you will have plan B ready.
Take a suggestion to make fast money with
a pinch of salt. 

LIBRA
(September 24 - October 23)
This is an important week for both your
physical health and your mental well-
being. Because of things beyond your
control, you may have let your diet or
exercise slip. Having sorted out any
problems that side-tracked you, there is a
need to be particularly strong. There is no
soft option when it comes to self-control
but the rewards are amazing. 

SCORPIO
(October 24 - November 22)
This is a week to let yourself be heard. Be
it writing letters, sending emails, making
phone calls or making conversation, you
must express yourself. Being honest and
outspoken need not mean upsetting people.
Think of the way that a child gets its point
over. Eye contact, simple speech, humour,
a smile: all will help to oil the wheels of
achievement. 

SAGITTARIUS
(November 23 - December 21)
Having problems with that new computer?
Fallen foul of the new mobile phone? That
wouldn’t be surprising this week. As you are
prone to mistakes and misunderstandings,
try not to tackle anything vital. Be sure to
get plenty of sleep and fresh air. Someone
who is supposed to help you proves more of
an irritation than a saviour, and you may
wish that you had stuck with the manual.
This is a week to try to keep life simple. 

MADDOCKS’ VIEW ON LIFE

BONUS BALL

25LO
TT

ER
Y

3 14

36 40

46 2

‘SHE IS THE SAME AGE AS YOU - SHE GAVE UP SMOKING IN 2014 -
ALCOHOL IN 2015 AND HER HUSBAND THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY!’

TARGET:
• Average: 14 • Good: 19

• Very good: 28 • Excellent: 36

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Nonagram

acme ahem amah amen came camp game gamp hemp mace mage
mana mane mean mega name champ mange encamp manage
chapman chapmen CHAMPAGNE  

How many English words of
four letters or more can you
make from the nine letters in
our Nonagram puzzle? Each

letter may be used only once (unless
the letter appears twice). Each word

MUST CONTAIN THE CENTRE LETTER
(in this case B) and there must be AT
LEAST ONE NINE LETTER WORD.

Plurals, vulgarities or proper nouns are
not allowed.

Weather

Solution
CASH
LASH
LASS
LOSS
LOTS
POTS

Euro Weekly News accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the weather forecasts
which are supplied by a third party.

DECREE
DEPICT
FORMIC
GORGON
HURLEY
INVITE
LOITER
MUTTON (10)
RESIST
SCREEN
SERVER
SHELVE
SHERRY
SPRINT
STRIFE
THRONE
TINGLE
TOILET
TWENTY

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Hexagram

1 Specie 2 Demean 3 Tissue 4 Tallow 5 Impish 6 Jumble 7 Icicle
8 Nestle 9 Chapel 10 Cheers 11 Blonde 12 Chisel 13 Tendon
14 Vacate 15 Teeter 16 Patron 17 Wealth 18 Rotten 19 Teethe.LA

ST
 W

EE
K’

S 
SO

LU
TI

O
N

Fill the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3X3 box contains the
digits 1-9. There’s no maths involved.
You solve the puzzle with reasoning and
logic.

Sudoku

The purpose of the Hexagram puzzle is to place the 19 six-letter words into the
19 cells. The letters at the edges of interlocking cells MUST BE THE SAME. The
letters in the words must be written CLOCKWISE. The word in cell 10 (MUTTON)

and one letter in four other cells are given as clues.
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SPONSORED BY
AK, BE INFORMED AND ENJOY A CHALLENGE

Across
1 Fish left around here in France, more for Will (7)
5 Amazing girl? (5)
8 Mabel arranged a leisurely walk (5)
9 Difficulty returning cover to Jane Austen book (7)
10 I’m sure ten became insurgents (9)
12 Film location in middle of Ossetia (3)
13 Remained sober, so we hear (6)
14 Characters of Rebecca in America turn into a

mad person (6)
17 A parliamentarian has power (3)
18 It's very common to stop framing Capone (9)
20 Long article on measure of rope (7)
21 Crowd in hydro-vehicle (5)
23 Temporary police force that left post-haste (5)
24 Indicated a negative time in legal document (7)
Down
1 Allegation about mail dispute (5)
2 Spot the bad back (3)
3 Absolve church holding lists (7)
4 Women with many strange ideas (6)
5 A leg's easily broken in such winds (5)
6 It’s a crime to ruin the peace agreement (9)
7 ‘Stretchy’, the Spanish cat, is hiding (7)
11 Netting the head of state’s paraphernalia (9)
13 All cops cook this seafood delicacy (7)
15 A pop group on leave (7)
16 Looked after dented fiddle (6)
18 The spot to find fish, one hears (5)
19 Walk on part in first reading (5)
22 Not at home in the youth centre (3)

Enjoy filling in the following puzzles and check the answers
in next week’s edition

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

Cryptic

Code Breaker

English - Spanish

page

1 Wiser, 4 Washer, 9 Sterner,
10 Strut, 11 Ears, 12 Service,
13 Apt, 14 Grin, 16 Easy, 18 Bid,
20 Decline, 21 Vote, 24 Rondo,
25 Cheroot, 26 Disney, 27 Swell. 

1 Wasted, 2 Smear, 3 Reno,
5 Absorbed, 6 Harries, 7 Rotten,
8 Tryst, 13 Antidote, 15 Recants,
17 Adored, 18 Bench, 19 Rental,
22 Ozone, 23 Keys.

1 Standard, 7 Speak, 8 Available,
9 Rat, 10 Lend, 11 Rested,
13 Betray, 14 Boring, 17 Scream,
18 Give, 20 Eat, 22 Examining,
23 Turns, 24 Tadpoles. 

1 Small, 2 Against, 3 Dull,
4 Robber, 5 Weird, 6 Skating,
7 Section, 12 Marries, 13 Beneath,
15 Initial, 16 Banana, 17 Stare,
19 Edges, 21 Limp. 

Across:

Across:

QUICK

CRYPTIC

1 Aceite, 3 Util, 7 Lip,
9 Relleno, 10 Mariposas,
13 Rhubarb, 14 Lie, 15 Peso,
16 Cansar. 

1 Aula, 2 Terminar, 4 Toenail,
5 Leon, 6 Alfombra, 8 Peanuts,
11 Drip, 12 Leer. 

Down:

Quick

ENGLISH-
SPANISH
Across:

Each number in the Code Breaker grid represents a different letter of the alphabet. 
In this week’s puzzle, 2 represents C and 6 represents Z, so fill in C every time the figure 2 appears

and Z every time the figure 6 appears. Now, using your knowledge of the English language, work out
which letters should go in the missing squares. As you discover the letters, fill in other squares with

the same number in the main grid and the control grid.

Across
1 Gemelos (de camisa) (9)
6 Ver (persona, objeto) (3)
7 Streams (brooks) (7)
9 Orquesta (9)

13 Happiness (cheerfulness) (7)
15 Aunt (3)
16 Peligroso (9)
Down
1 House (4)
2 To fry (5)

CODE BREAKER 

3 Cuero (piel) (7)
4 I am (3)
5 Weight (4)
8 Rescue (7)
10 Rhythm (5)
11 Glass (drinking) (4)
12 Aficionados (de equipo, grupo)
(4)
14 Final (de ceremonia, vida,
aventura, guerra) (3)

The clues are mixed, some clues are in Spanish
and some are in English.

Across
1 Cutting (5)
4 Like better (6)
9 Stop holding on to (7)

10 Neck wrap (5)
11 Information about recent and

important events (4)
12 Dash together (7)
13 Feline (3)
14 American tramp (4)
16 Any long and difficult trip (4)
18 Falsehood (3)
20 Brief look (7)
21 Small island (4)
24 On your own (5)
25 Outside or upper layer (7)
26 Makes up for (6)
27 Fraudulent (5)

Down

1 At peace (6)

2 Permit (5)

3 Highest point (4)

5 Determined (8)

6 Easily broken, damaged or

destroyed (7)

7 Automatic response (6)

8 Respond to (5)

13 Having all necessary qualities (8)

15 Lengthy South American river (7)

17 Large American lizard (6)

18 Smallest in amount (5)

19 Defies authority (6)

22 Informal language (5)

23 Informal term for a meal (4)

Down:

Down:

Crossword 
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Concern over antibiotic use for children
A STUDY has found that Spanish
children are being prescribed more
antibiotics than many other countries.

The study was carried out by the
Foundation for the Promotion of San-
itary and Biomedical Research of the
Region of Valencia (FISABIO),

which is attached to the Department
of Health, together with a consortium
of German, Italian, Norwegian, Kore-
an and American scientists.

They followed more than 74 mil-
lion children from birth to 18 between
2008 and 2012 in what the Valencian

Government is calling the first and
longest study ever carried out on an-
tibiotic use between countries.

The results suggested that in the
first two years of life, Spanish young-
sters were being given up to 50 per
cent more antibiotics than the Ger-

mans and Americans. The study
found South Korea most frequently
prescribed antibiotics followed by
Italy and Spain, with Norway the low-
est.

The concern is that over use of an-
tibiotics can make youngsters become

resistant to them and inappropriate
use can lead to more problems.

FISABIO warned there needs to be
more social awareness on the use of
antibiotics in Spain and paediatricians
should be the first to act by reducing
the number of prescriptions issued.

THIS week, millions of people will be mak-
ing a promise to do an act of self-improve-
ment from New Year’s Day 2017.

But where did the tradition of making a
New Year’s resolution originate? 

The idea can be traced back to the Babyloni-
ans who promised their gods that they would
repay their debts and return borrowed objects.
The Romans made promises to the god Janus,
(after whom the month of January is named)
and  Medieval Knights took the ‘Peacock Vow’
to re-affirm their commitment to chivalry. 

Today many religions observe periods of
atonement by reflecting upon wrongdoings
over the year and seeking forgiveness. The con-
cept of a resolution, regardless of creed, is to re-
flect upon self-improvement annually.

Between 1940 and 2000 the number of
American adults forming New Year’s resolu-
tions increased from 25 per cent to 45 per cent.
Making a resolution actually improves the rate
of success tenfold when compared to those
who choose not to make resolutions. The most
popular resolutions are to improve physical
well-being by eating healthy food, losing
weight, exercising more, stopping smoking,
and drinking less alcohol. Sadly however,

nearly 90 per cent of our resolutions fail. 
The Mayo Clinic recently stated that “Hun-

dreds of fad diets, weight-loss programmes and
outright scams promise quick and easy weight
loss. However, the foundation of successful
weight loss remains a healthy, calorie-con-
trolled diet combined with increased physical
activity. For successful, long-term weight loss,

you must make permanent changes in your
lifestyle and health habits.”

Having originated in 1984 Cambridge
Weight Plan is certainly not a fad. By com-
bining a balanced, scientifically proven,
calorie controlled diet, with increased activi-
ty, our range of weight loss programmes are
flexible enough to fit in with your own

lifestyle. With the one-to-one support from
your very own Cambridge Weight Plan Con-
sultant we will support and train you on how
to successfully lose weight and keep it off.

You can choose the complete meal re-
placement option, or opt for one of our pro-
grammes that include healthy eating along-
side meal replacements. More often than not
our Cambridge Weight Plan Consultants
have lost weight on the Plan, so they know
exactly what you are going through. 

It is easy to find a Consultant, simply con-
tact us on 952 586 324, by email on
info@cambridgeweightplan.es or via Face-
book or our website: www.cambridgeweight
plan.es for a list of Consultants who cover
your area. It is then up to you to make that
next step, and change your life forever!

At Cambridge Weight Plan we have been
successfully helping people to achieve their
New Year’s resolution to lose weight for
over 30 years. Trust experience and make us
your choice partner for your 2017 resolution
to lose weight and get healthy.

www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-
lifestyle/weight-loss/in-depth/weight-

loss/art-20047752

New Year’s resolution - will you keep yours?
Advertising feature

CAMBRIDGE WEIGHT PLAN: Make us your choice partner for 2017.
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Some tips for a
healthy new year

HEALTH is a very impor-
tant matter which everyone
should keep in mind, and it
is very much influenced by
our lifestyle. There are a se-
ries of measures which can
be taken to help us feel bet-
ter and noticeably improve
our health for a healthier
2017. These are the main
points we should concen-
trate on to improve our
health:

1. Diet: the saying “we
are what we eat” is very
true. Following a balanced
diet which is rich in fruit
and vegetables and limits
meat, especially red meat,
favouring fish instead will
help us to maintain an op-
timal state of health as it
helps reduce the amount
of ‘bad’ fat and sugars we
eat. All of this is included
in the Mediterranean diet,
which has been proven to
be the healthiest.

2. Physical exercise: to
keep our bodies fit and help
out mental health, it is vital
to carry out moderate daily
physical exercise. An exam-
ple of exercise would be
walking or jogging for 30 to
60 minutes, depending on
the person’s level of fitness,
every day or at least five
days per week.

3. Avoid tobacco and
alcohol: tobacco is ex-

tremely toxic and should
be avoided in all its forms.
Regarding alcohol, it is
healthy to drink one or
two glasses of red wine
per day, but stronger alco-
holic drinks should be
saved for special occa-
sions.

4. Avoid being over-
weight/obese: if we fol-
low a healthy diet and
maintain a good level of
physical exercise, we will
manage to keep our
weight under control and
stay healthy, reducing our
risk of suffering diabetes,
high blood pressure, high
cholesterol or heart attacks
among other things. Stay-
ing at a healthy weight al-
so avoids putting excess
strain on our joints.

5. Control stress: it has
been proven that people
who are subjected to a lot
of stress, either at work or
in their personal lives, suf-
fer worse health and are at
risk of serious illnesses.
Stressful situations should
be avoided as much as
possible.

6. Sleep: decent sleep is
essential to strengthen the
body and mind. Avoid
heavy meals, alcohol and
stressful situations before
bedtime to ensure a good
night’s sleep.

SPECIALIST: Doctor Luis Perez Belmonte.

Ask The
Doctor

Brought to you by 

If you have any questions for Dr Perez Belmonte,
please send them to: 

jefemedico@helicopterossanitarios.com

Have a dental check carried
out before scuba-diving 
COULD scuba-diving be damaging your
teeth? 

It may be a favoured holiday pastime
for many, but a study has found that
around four in 10 people who dive suffer
dental problems afterwards such as jaw
pain and broken fillers. 

This is believed to be caused by the
fluctuations in pressure underwater that
can lead to air
pockets in the
roots of teeth
causing

a condition known as ‘tooth squeeze.’
This can become painful for those with
cavities, broken or temporary fillings or
an abscess. This, combined with some
divers clenching their teeth against the
mouthpiece can cause damage especially
as in many cases the regulator is not the
correct size for a diver.

The study looked at the more in-
exper ienced

who dive for recreational fun rather than
professionals or those who do it for a liv-
ing.  

The report, published in the British
Dental Journal, concluded that recre-
ational divers should consider consulting
their dentist before scuba-diving.

SCUBA-DIVING:
Many people suffer

dental problems.

CHILDREN who are breast-
fed as babies are less likely to
be fussy eaters. That’s ac-
cording to researchers who
found that youngsters who
were breastfed were more
willing to try new foods and
had a greater chance of liking
them by the age of six com-
pared to those who were bot-
tle fed. 

The more variety given dur-
ing the weaning stage can also
lead to a greater likening of
greens later in life.

The researchers at the Cen-
tre for Smell, Taste and Food
Science in Dijon, France, who
led the research, said expos-
ing infants to healthy foods
from a young age can have
long-lasting effects. They fol-
lowed 53 children from birth
for their study.

Variety
sets up
infants
for life



THE 32nd International Clas-
sical Guitar Competition will
take place in La Herradura in
2017 in memory of the guitar

virtuoso Andrés Segovia on
the 30th Anniversary of his
death.

The competition itself will
take place from January 17 to
21 at the Herradura Civic
Centre and an illustrious in-
ternational jury has already
been appointed which in-
cludes a number of winners
of international Segovia com-
petitions with the closing
date for registration for the
competition being January 7.

Those competing, who
must be under the age of 35,
will have to go through a
number of rounds and a draw
to decide the order of playing
will take place on January 17
with the first round requiring
each participant to perform
for 15 minutes showcasing
music of their choice.

Those who make it through
the first round will receive
free accommodation until the
end of the competition but
for the second round, they
will need to perform a com-
pletely new selection lasting
for 25 minutes which must
include ‘Estudio sin Luz’

(Study without Light) com-
posed by Segovia himself.

Following this, the finalists
will be required to play with
an orchestra the work ‘Con-

certino for guitar and orches-
tra in La menor op.72’ by
Salvador Bacarisse at which
time the judges will retire
and choose their top three

with the winner being offered
the opportunity to perform a
concert at a later date with
the orchestra at Auditorio
Manuel de Falla de Pome-

granate in Granada.
This is a not only a very

prestigious competition but
the main prizes are very at-
tractive to aspiring musicians
with the winner receiving
€10,000 plus a guitar valued
at €5,200 whilst the second
prize winner receives €4,000
and a guitar valued at €3,250
with the third placed contes-
tant winning €2,000.

All three will be invited to
perform at different concerts
during the year and there will
be special awards to the most
successful local performer as
well as the youngest and all
participants who reach the fi-
nal will receive special diplo-
mas recognising their
achievement.

According to deputy may-
or of Almuñecar Juan José
Ruiz Joya when announcing
the event on behalf of both
Almuñecar and La Herradu-
ra, the competition is also
supported by the Spanish
Ministry of Culture as well as
the Junta de Andalucia and
the provincial council of
Granada.

La Herradura welcomes classical guitar
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By John Smith

DEPUTY MAYOR: Ruiz Joya.
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A SURVEY of some of the world’s top
property experts has found that the majori-
ty believe that 2017 will be the year the
extraordinary London price boom finally
comes to an end.

Conducted by The Times, the poll found
that 22 out of 39 leading economists reck-
oned the show was over for the British
capital. Most alarmingly some even antici-
pated prices dropping by a hefty 10 per
cent. Prime central London areas have al-
ready dropped by up to  13 per  cent  in
2016 while the JP Morgan analyst thought
a city-wide 7 per cent fall is likely this
year. 

The survey confirms the expectations
outlined in a report from the Royal Insti-
tute of Chartered Surveyors. It forecast a
stalling of growth across the UK, a devel-
opment that would fly in the face of over a
decade of sharply rising prices.

House prices in the capital hit an aver-
age of more than €0.5 million in 2016, up
from less than €300,000 in 2006. 

The reasons for the expected price fall
this year are many, but fortunately for the
rest of Britain mainly revolve around Lon-

don itself. Having been priced out of the
market for too long, many professionals
are now abandoning the expensive capital

in search of  greener,  cheaper pastures
from Birmingham to Brighton and Man-
chester. 

By Matthew Elliott

Finally, it’s the end of an era

LONDON PROPERTY: Many professionals are now leaving the capital for cheaper pastures.

SPAIN may be finally getting with the pro-
gramme when it comes to providing much
needed accessible housing for elderly and dis-
abled people.

A pioneering accessible home, specifically
designed for people with reduced mobility, has
just finished a tour across the nation. The
three-month journey through 15 Spanish cities
allowed roughly 30,000 people to see the ac-
cessible home of the future with their own
eyes. 

Everything from bathroom design to faucets,
floor material, corridor width, bed height, win-
dows, drawers and doorbells is adapted spe-
cially for the homeowner. More importantly

designs are flexible, meaning the slightest of
changes can make winter a little easier to bear. 

The home marks the entry into the property
market of new architectural companies and op-
portunities and a growing wave of mobility-
friendly homes. It has taken a surprisingly long
time, especially as there is such a strong de-
mand across Spain and in expat communities. 

It is thought that more than half of the esti-
mated 3.25 million disabled people have seri-
ous trouble moving around their own homes.

More startling is the fact less than a quarter
of homes are considered accessible to the dis-
abled. Fortunately, that looks set to change
soon. 

HOME OF THE FUTURE: Designs are flexible.

An accessible abode

THE year 2017 is set to be
the one where the Spanish
property market finally con-
solidated the astounding
gains of recent years and em-
braced a new model of stabil-
ity and sustainability. 

House prices are expected
to see strong growth of
around 6 per cent, surpassing
the just over 3 per cent seen
in 2016. Barcelona and
Madrid are set to become ma-
jor hotspots on the luxury and
commercial scenes. While the

Costas and Islands are set to
attract even more foreign
buyers than ever before. 

That all bodes well for
homeowners across Spain, or
anyone interested in buying a
property. Especially as the
country has learned the
lessons of the past and the
market has adapted to be-
come more dynamic, trans-
parent and open to foreign
citizens.

Optimism has also taken
root in the tremendous vol-

ume of information requests
in different online portals like
Kyero, bolstered by Spain’s
frequent appearances on
British television shows, in-
cluding A Place in the Sun
and Love Island. 

Already in 2016, foreign
buyers accounted for some
20 per cent of transactions in
the Spanish property market.
If the forecasts are anything
to go buy, that percentage is
set to jump even higher this
year. 

Terrific year lies
ahead for Spain



MARIANO RAJOY and Spain’s Right
Wing have not made it easy for ETA to
make its peace with society.

The Basque terror is t  organisat ion
ceased armed activity in October 2011 and
of the five parties in the Basque regional
parliament, only the Partido Popular does
not back a non-government bill dissolving
ETA and decommissioning its weapons.  

The Basque president Iñigo Urkullu
would like to see the regional PP swallow
its misgivings and support the bill.  The
last  ETA at tack occurred in  France in
2010 and Urkullo believes that Rajoy now
needs to pool Spain’s resources in fighting
the big one: jihadism. 

The jihadis do not differentiate between
the Left, the Right or Centre and that goes
for nationalists, too.

Take your pick
PRESIDENT of the Spanish government
Mariano Rajoy has always disappointed Jose
Maria Aznar, the former president who nom-
inated him as his successor.  Not only are the
two men chalk and cheese, but Aznar has ad-
mitted that his first choice turned him down
twice.  And who was that?  None other than
Rodrigo Rato, the former vice-president and
Hacienda minister who is now on trial for
money-laundering, embezzlement and fraud.  

This includes €2.8 million the former min-
ister allegedly left off his tax returns to Ha-
cienda. Rajoy might not say much for Aznar’s
good judgement, but Rato says even less.

Tread carefully
THE Podemos party hasn’t been around long
but its foundations are already shifting. 

Iñigo Errejon, a Podemos party founder
and currently its number two, did the un-
thinkable by challenging Podemos supremo
Pablo Iglesias. In a panicky bid to shortcir-

cuit Errejon and silence debate, the Iglesias
faction has unleashed a campaign to weaken
him.  Instead the plan could backfire by con-
firming the doubts of those already dubious
about Iglesias. And it could summon support
for baby-faced Errejon who is infinitely
more adult than pony-trailed ego-tripping
Iglesias.

DESPITE stringent equality laws and
politicians’ insistence on referring to
niños y niñas instead of the collective
ninos, some things remain the same in
Spain.  This was plain to see as small
children played with their presents in
Spain’s  squares  and gardens on
Christmas Day and will do so on Jan-
uary 6 as little girls push dolls’ prams
and small boys career on skateboards
and scooters.  Clearly Father Christ-
mas and the Three Kings haven’t tak-
en in the equality message.

Gender typing

Cassandra Nash
A weekly look
- and not entirely impartial reaction - 
to the Spanish political scene

Going for the big one
Iñigo Urkullu.
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Following the royal
path at El Chorro
NORTH of Malaga, between
Ardales and Alora, there is a
unique trail, the Caminito del
Rey (King’s Walkway),
which is attracting people
from all over the world to its
dizzying heights.

The walkway was original-
ly built early in the 19th cen-
tury by the Hydroelectric So-
ciety of El Chorro to provide
access for maintenance work-
ers and guards and to trans-
port materials. In 1921 King
Alfonso XIII presided over
the official inauguration of
the reservoirs in the area and
either walked along or at least
visited the trail, leading locals
to begin referring to it as the
King’s Walkway.

Once considered the most
dangerous mountain trail in
the world, where four unfor-

tunate adventurers lost their
lives on its narrow, unprotect-
ed ledges in 1999 and 2000,
the Caminito has now been
completely renovated and
safely opened up to the pub-
lic.

Altogether the trail consists
of 7.7 kilometres, of which
2.9 kilometres run along
walkways suspended from the
sides of gorges and dangling
over heart-stopping drops.
The walk takes between three
and four hours from one end
to the other and is currently
only possible from north to
south, beginning at the
Ardales end and ending at the
Alora end. There is a bus ser-
vice to return to the car park
at the beginning with tickets
priced at €1.55 per person.

To visit the Caminito walk-
ers must obtain tickets (€10
each) in advance. The trail is

generally open every day ex-
cept Mondays, extreme
weather conditions may cause
the trail to be closed down for
safety reasons, in which case
tickets are exchanged for an-
other date. Children under the
age of eight are not allowed
onto the trail for safety rea-
sons, and the management
recommends visitors read the
information available on the
website (www.caminitodel
rey.ino/en) before their visit.

While the new, improved
trail is safe and suitable for
non-athletes, it does include
slopes, steps and ramps and is
not suitable for wheelchairs
or the very unfit. Also, with
its walkways hugging cliff-
sides, narrow passes and a
105-metre high suspended
bridge, those who suffer from
vertigo may not find it enjoy-
able. 

By Eleanor Hawkins 

Travel



IF you’re thinking of renovating your kitchen this year,
there are a variety of new trends which are set to be firm
favourites this year.
Industrial style 

Practical kitchen areas with an industrial style are be-
coming all the range as a change to modern fitted
kitchens. Their key elements combine exposed features
including brick walls and beams with understated cabi-
nets, metallic appliances and exposed pipes, all high-
lighted by reclaimed or imitation factory light fittings.
Modern but classic

Those old favourites, Shaker kitchens, are still all the
rage and can be combined with country-style acces-
sories or high-tech gadgetry to vary the final effect.

For a modern take on the traditional style, use plain
wood and pale paint to lighten the effect. Whereas in the
past Shaker units could be pricey, there are now ver-
sions available for all budgets and a sleek, modern
worktop on top will be the perfect finishing touch.

A brightly coloured kitchen range between the light
coloured cabinets will create an eye-catching focal
point, and hide your appliances behind doors.
Bold and brave

Playing it safe is out of fashion. Bold, brave colours
are the latest way of saying it with your kitchen and

there is a wide range of tones, patterns and textures on
the market with something to suit every personality. 

Dulux’s Colour of the Year for 2017 is denim, and
blues and greys are still in favour although darker
shades are coming into fashion. 

Those not quite ready to go all the way can opt for
more traditional toned cabinet doors and add splashes of
bold colour in tiles or work surfaces, or by adding the

odd coloured door to break up a monotonous wall. 
Sleek chic

Those in search for something chic and streamlined
have an endless range of high-gloss finishes for a mod-
ern look. Clean lines, handle-free doors and lots of hid-
den storage space to hide clutter and keep everything
slick and tidy combine perfectly with the latest in gad-
gets and equipment.
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Top kitchen trends for 2017

JANUARY is a relative-
ly quiet month for gar-
deners,  with the main
tasks consisting of pro-
tecting plants from cold
and starting to plant for
the spring.

Household plants
should be checked to en-
sure they are not being
dried out by heating and
those in flower should
be watered more often

than usual. It is a good
idea to combat dry

air by increasing
humidity.

Outdoors, it is
t ime to start
planting the vi-
brant plants
which will flower

in the spring, sea-
sonal bushes and

fruit  trees.  If  puddles
are a problem, dig drain-
age channels to avoid
plants standing in water
and remember although
those planted directly in
the ground will thrive on
rain water, those in pots
dry out quicker so may
still need watering occa-
sionally.

Keep lawns longer
than usual to protect the
ground from cold and,
in the case of frost, do
not walk on the grass as
it will not regenerate in
frozen conditions.

Prune rose bushes and
ornamental trees.

In the vegetable gar-
den, tomatoes, beetroot,
leeks,  peas,  onions,
radishes,  celery,  pep-
pers, aubergines, garlic,
spinach, carrots and let-
tuce can now be planted.

January
tasks for
the garden

MODERN TAKE: Use plain wood and pale paint to lighten the effect.

WINTER is truly upon us with the days
short to find time in the garden. At least
watering is no longer the issue as it is in
summer. A good way to reduce your
time in the vegetable garden is to plant
perennial plants that will produce for
several years.

A favourite for thousands of years in
the Mediterranean is the artichoke. It is
well recorded in Greek and Roman
times in medical journals for digestive
problems, including lack of libido and is
included in Greek mythology, with the
artichoke originating from the exploits of
the greek god Zeus.

The botanical name is Cynara scoly-
mus from which cynara is a derivative of
the greek name for artichoke, kynara,
and scolymus indicates it is a thistle.

It is thought to have been evolved
through cultivation of the Cardoon, as
artichokes do not occur naturally in the
wild. The Cardoon is a thistle type veg-
etable and the stem of the leaf is used as
the edible part. Cardoon has lost its pop-
ularity due to the long preparation time
to remove the bitterness by blanching the
stem in the garden and extra time to peel
and cook despite its delicious taste and
ease of growing in warm climates. 

The artichoke part we normally eat is,
like capers, a flower bud. They are ready
when the flower receptacle is fully
swollen and heavy but still compact with
the parts closed and they squeak when

squeezed. Once they start to open or sep-
arate they become inedible but they will
form a large spectacular mauve/purple
thistle like flower. They are sometimes
grown just for their attractive foliage and
flowers as a border or feature plant.

Artichokes grow well with good soil
preparation placed about a metre apart
and will produce well for around five
years before needing to be dug up and
divided to gain maximum benefit. Divi-
sion is the removal of small offshoots

that form on the main root stem that al-
low a continuous supply of new plants to
replace the old ones or to give to friends.

If the tips of the artichoke buds start to
show browning tips when forming, it is
an indication the plant has passed its pre-
mium quality produce time and should
be replaced. 

They prefer soil that is a sandy loam
but adding compost to the natural soils in
Spain and fertilising with nutrients high
in potash will assist with bud formation. 

If
y o u
grow artichoke
plants, the stem of the leaf, called bracts
or chard can also be eaten like the car-
doon, so its use is not limited to the buds.
Artichoke chard is not generally avail-
able in shops but is delicious when pre-
pared using traditional recipes from Sici-
ly and regions of Italy and Spain. 

By Graeme Tyrrell

Growing artichokes can be fun

ARTICHOKES: The part we normally eat is a flower bud.
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IT is essential that all dogs
are regularly inoculated and
wormed, that is; inoculations
and boosters every year,
worming treatments every
three months. The only effec-
tive worming products are
available from your vets.

Many pet owners encounter
problems at the vet. The dogs
and cats do not like to be ex-
amined. From an early age
make it a pleasant experience
for your pet to be handled and
examined by different people.
Always do this while you are
present to reassure and re-
ward the dog with praise and
‘titbits.’ Only ask sensible
people, who are used to dogs
to assist you with this exer-
cise.

Some if not most vets pre-

fer to examine their patients
on a table. So if you have a
dog that can be lifted onto a
suitable table, get the dog
used to being put on the table.
Hold him in a comfortable
position for a few seconds,
praising him and reassuring
him, then give him a ‘titbit’
and gently lift him off. 

Never let a dog jump off
the table by himself. If you
use a table make sure a mat or
cover is placed on it so that it
is not slippery for the dog.
There is no quicker way to
make a dog hate being picked
up and put on a table than to
place it on a slippery surface.

Administering prescribed
treatments:

Often following a visit to
your vet you will be required
to continue a course of treat-
ment at home. This can in-
clude: giving pills or liquid
medicine (orally); applying
ointments to eyes, ears and
skin; giving eye or ear drops.

The only reason dogs ob-
ject to taking medicine is that
they are not used to being

handled. It is kinder to pre-
pare your dog to the best of
your ability for the occasion
when this will probably arise.
This is best done by training
your dog to allow you to han-
dle it and examine any part of
its body under any circum-
stances without any resistance
from your dog.

Pills can often be given by
disguising the pill inside a lit-
tle piece of butter, margarine
or cheese. There are many
‘Do Not’s’ associated with
this sort of training, all of
which are common sense.

Do not give dogs any medi-
cine unless specifically pre-
scribed for that dog by a vet.
If in doubt about your dog’s
health, consult a vet, never
take advice from unqualified
people; this includes pet
shops, dog breeders, dog
trainers, behaviourists and the
person a friend knows who
had a dog with the same sort
of symptoms.

Do not put anything in your
dog’s ear. Look, don’t poke!
Report discharges or smells
to your vet. Do not put any
drops or ointment into your
dog’s eyes. Consult your vet.
Do not interfere with any
lumps, bumps, wounds, cysts,
rashes or anything else on
your dog’s body. Consult
your vet.

Preparing your dog
for vet’s inspection

VISITING THE VET: Many prefer to examine their patients on a table.

COCKER SPANIELS as a breed are
known to have friendly, and loyal tem-
peraments. They can be a little ditzy too
over their human families. Doc is very
much an only dog, and gets very posses-
sive and jealous in the company of other
dogs. He particularly loves being at home
or the beach at Fuengirola. 

Once a year his family go on holiday to
visit family back in England. At that time
he used to stay with family friends, and
once he went to a kennels that had been
recommended to the family.

When they returned he had lost his
voice, i t  simply didn’t suit  him. He
missed his family and spent the three
weeks howling for them for
as long as his voice last-
ed. Then they decided to
try to find suitable
house-sitters. 

They joined HouseS
itMatch.com as home-
owners and posted an
advert online for the
dates of their next
holiday. They’ve
been finding petsit-

ters this way ever since. It seems to work
for them and Doc is happy because he can
stay at home, near the beach - his
favourite place - and he awaits his fami-
ly’s return in the company of friendly sit-
ters who love to play with him… 

Do you need a sitter? Get in touch.
House-sitting can be a win-win for both
parties, free house and pet-sitting, and the
experienced and checked sitters get free
accommodation!  Register as either
house-sitter or homeowner now with a 20
per cent off introductory offer using

coupon code PER-
FECT20.  To find a

house pet-sitter go
to www.Houses

itMatch.com.

House-sitting can be a win-win for both parties, free house and pet-sitting and the 
experienced and checked sitters get free accommodation! To find a pet-sitter go to 

www.HousesitMatch.com or call Lamia on 00 44 (0) 777 214 2742.

Spaniel Doc loves the beach

SMALL and relatively cheap and easy to keep,
hamsters have been a popular pet for many years. 

Unlike mice, hamsters are not particularly in-
terested in having company apart from making
more hamsters, so can be kept individually with-
out any major problems. They are nocturnal and
tend to sleep most of the day before racing about
at night.

Essential equipment for hamster
owners consists of a cage, exercise
wheel, water bottle, food dish and
bedding. 

While snazzy cages with mazes
of plastic tubes look cool and are
loved by children, they are not the
best bet as they are difficult to keep clean and can
also cause problems if a chubby hammy gets
stuck in a narrow tube.

Exercise wheels should be made of solid plas-
tic, rather than old-fashioned wire ones which can
easily cause injury.

Grass hay, hamster pellets and fresh veg are all
a hamster needs to stay well-fed and healthy. Be-

ware, however, that they love to stash food away
which can quickly lead to rotting vegetables so
take care to search out and remove these stashes
frequently. Sticks or chew toys are vital as the ro-
dents’ teeth grow constantly and need wearing
down and, like all pets, a constant supply of fresh
water is vital.

There are many different types
of bedding available but be aware
that litters which clump can cause
digestive problems and softwood
shavings can cause respiratory
disease. 

As hamsters do not tend to be
smelly animals, shredded paper is

the best option for bedding.
Hamsters generally keep themselves well-

groomed so only those with long hair will need
occasional grooming with a soft brush. Gentle
handling from an early age will be enough to train
a hamster as an affectionate pet, but avoid waking
them up during the day to stop them from getting
grumpy.

Caring for little hamsters

Listen to David on TRE every Saturday 10am to 11am
Costa del Sol (Gibraltar/Sotogrande) 98.7fm
(San Roque to Calahonda) 91.9fm 
(Calahonda to Motril) 88.9, Costa Calida 92.7fm
Costa Blanca (Torrevieja to Elche) 105.1fm 
(Elche to Calpe) 88.2fm, (Calpe to Gandia & Ibiza)
104.6fm,
(Denia to Valencia) 95.3fm 
Mallorca 103.9fm

David THE Dogman

fresh
water in constant

supply is vital
for hamsters

COCKER
SPANIELS: Are
friendly dogs.

Do not give
dogs any
medicine un-

less prescribed
by a vet.
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SOLAR BLINDS ES Ideal
for large glazed areas to
reflect heat / glare and
stop furniture fading and
still keep the view. SAVE
HEAT IN THE WINTER TOO
improve your living envi-
ronment. ian@solar
shadetinting.com Tele-
phone Ian 644 546 176
(238665) 

FOR SALE:  Nerja commercial
premises.  Fully fitted.   Call
Eugenia 654 11 03 05  ma
gun21@hotmail.com (234172)                        

CARPENTER cabinet mak-
er, Irish. Available for all
types of property mainte-
nance, plumbing, painting,
electrical, kitchens and
bathrooms renovated etc.
30 years experience. Very
reliable. Tel: 952 441 955
/ 677 087 575 (233419)

GET YOUR business noticed
online! Make sure that expats
in Spain can find your product,
service, restaurant, bar or
shop. Contact Spain’s newest
and brightest online directory
TODAY. Call 952 561 245 or
email mark.w@euroweek
lynews.com for more details.

WE ARE currently the market
leader in our country in the
sale of direct car, motorbike,
home and company fleet in-
surance. Since we started out
in 1995, our philosophy has
always been to offer an excel-
lent service with the best
prices in the market. For the
most competitive quotes in
English, call Linea Directa on
902 123 309. (200726)

CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH.
Cars, Vans, 4 x 4 – ANYTHING
considered. 665 145 856 / 952
551 433 (247580)

PET-COURIERS.COM – If
you love your pet try us first –
we are the best. Door to door
service throughout Europe.
Specialised vehicles – bespoke
service. Full legal service in-
cluding documentation if re-
quired. For further information
call or e-mail us: Tel: (0034)
651 033 670 or (0034) 637
066 227. Email: info@pet-
couriers.com or www.pet-
couriers.com (243861) 

KENNELS

LAGUNA KENNELS AND CAT-
TERY. Your pets lovingly cared
for by English mother and
daughter.Near Coin. lagu
nakennels@hotmail.com Tel
952 112 021 / 606 838
983 (248631)

UK - SPAIN - Anywhere
Europe! Masses of experi-
ence. New clean vehicles.
Insured with Royal Sun Al-
liance. Genuinely CARING
service. FULL and  / Part
moves. ONLINE
QUOTES!! www.bmceuro
pean.com Tel: UK 08456
443 784 / ES 634 344 787
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
(243375)

CARPENTER cabinet mak-
er, Irish. Available for all
types of property mainte-
nance, plumbing, painting,
electrical, kitchens and
bathrooms renovated etc.
30 years experience. Very
reliable. Tel: 952 441 955
/ 677 087 575 (233419)

WRITER required for Axar-
quia area. Applications by
email with full CV should
be sent to recruitment
@euroweeklynews.com.

FED UP PAYING TOO MUCH
FOR YOUR MOBILE PHONE
CALLS? THEN CONTACT
TELITEC TODAY. CALLS TO
SPAIN 7C PER MINUTE IN-
CLUDING MOBILES. CALLS TO
UK 5.3C PER MINUTE. NO
MONTHLY FEES, NO CON-
TRACT. WWW.TELITEC.COM
TEL: 902 889 070 (0)

MOBILE SERVICE. ITV LE-
GAL. SOLAR REFLECTIVE
TINT FOR GLASS CUR-
TAINS, BALCONIES,
YACHTS. STOP FADING,
HEAT & GLARE. 958 496
571 – 644 546 176
ian@solarshadetinting.co
m (238665)

READERS OF A SENSITIVE
DISPOSITION MAY FIND
SOME OF THE ADVERTISE-
MENTS IN THIS SECTION
OFFENSIVE.

NEAR ELVIRIA , Andrea,
goddess of sex, kinky,
nymphomaniac, hot and multi-
orgasmic. I’m a real volcano
and a very friendly woman
too. Incalls and outcalls. 24
hours. VISA. 608 949 543
(247769)

S&M. Fully equipped dun-
geon. Professional equipment
and services (cross, iron,
straightjacket) 650 237 145
(247769)

THAI, 23, simply delicious
and very pleasing. Hard to
find anything better, you
won’t regret it. I have perfect
measurements, natural bust,
you’ll love my deep dark eyes,
my soft hair and my sweet,
dreamy character. Let’s make
a date. 24 hours. 616 368 985
(247769)

RIVIERA, an elegant Latin
blonde escort, beautiful, slim,
angelic face and exquisite
body which wil l awaken all
your desires. I’m an expert
lover, liberal and passionate
and you can enjoy a date with
me with no limits or inhibitions
of any type. You’l l love my
kisses and my massages will
leave you ready for pleasure,
you’ll be left dying to return.
It will be unforgettable. 24
hours. 650 237 102 (247769)

BUTTERFLY GIRLS, quality
incall and outcall services.
Eight international young
ladies are waiting for you 24
hours a day. Striptease, les-
bian, Greek, orgies, porn
films, toys. Visa. www.butter
flygirls.es 951 274 723, 648
814 653 (247769)

VIAGRA/Kamagra/Cialis/Weigh
t loss pills the best prices in
Spain! BUY ONE GET ONE
FREE on certain items. Order
securely & discreetly online:
www.costapills.net Postal Na-
tionwide delivery
sales@costapills.net  (253176)
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THE battle for car sales is at its
most intense in the family
hatchback sector dominated by
the likes of the Ford Focus and
Volkswagen Golf - but there are
other strong contenders.

Among them is the new Re-
nault Megane, which scores
well for standard equipment
levels, load space and its pleas-
ing driving dynamics.

All versions come with alloy
wheels, Bluetooth, and air-con-
ditioning, with entry level pric-
ing from £16,950 (€20,066).
Mid range Dynamique models
add sat-nav, parking sensors, re-
versing camera, climate control,
auto lights and wipers and larg-
er 17 inch alloys as extras.

There’s a choice of petrol en-
gines and two diesels, 1.5-litre
and 1.6-litre units. My Dy-
namique S Nav test model
came with the 110 hp 1.5 litre
diesel engine and priced at
£20,400 (€24,155). 

As soon as you get behind
the wheel, you find it easy to
get a comfortable driving posi-
tion thanks to multi-adjustable

driver’s seat and reach and rake
adjustable steering wheel. 

The exterior restyling of the
car provides a sporty low-slung
look and the bonnet features a

larger Renault badge and re-
shaped grille. 

In the cabin, there is a
smarter, more classy look to the
dashboard.

Megane Dynamique S Nav
ROAD TEST by Nick Fletcher
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A GRAND tour celebrating 50 years of
the Lambourghini Miura somewhat
surprisingly finished up on an Andalu-
cian farm. After 12 months of touring
Europe’s glamour spots, from Monte
Carlo to Madrid, the tour rolled to a
stop at a renowned but off-the-beaten
track bull-breeding farm in the Spanish
hinterlands. 

It would be surprising if not for the
interesting fact that Miura is actually
the word used to describe a fierce fight-
ing bull from the famous ranch. The
farm is owned by the sons of a man
who inspired the great Ferruccio Lam-
borghini to call his new model the Miu-
ra and make 50 years of motoring his-
tory while he was at it. 

Produced between 1966 and 1973
the Miura was the fastest production
car in history when first unleashed in
the new sports car era. It was one of the
first cars to trailblaze the mid-engined

two-seat layout and became a global
phenomenon after starring in the open-
ing credits to The Italian Job in 1969. 

As well as the grand tour, 2016 also
saw the release of the Aventador Miura
Homage. The Miura bulls of Andalucia

are said to be intelligent, fierce, and
overwhelmingly powerful. A fitting
name then if ever there was one. 

Clarkson
Quote of the Week

On the Corvette Z06: “As something to live with every
day, I’d rather have bird flu.” Some might say... 

Motoring shorts

A REPORT found that
British electric car-owners
are paying well over the odds
to recharge their batteries.
Some of the new public
charging stations charge up-
wards of €15 for an hour of
driving, making it far more
expensive than refuelling
with petrol or diesel. 

The problem is a lack of
consistency. Some points are
free, others dirt cheap, and
some eye-wateringly expen-
sive.  There are now thou-
sands of public points across
the UK and the government
is planning to establish pric-
ing control. 

Once something of an odd-
ity, electric cars are now
quite commonplace on
British streets and even mo-
torways. By the end of 2018
estimates place the likely
number at over 100,000, up
from only around 3,000 just
five years ago.  

An electric
rip-offA fierce fighting bull

By Matthew Elliott 

FITTING FINISH: At an
Andalucian farm.
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WITH no World Cup, Olympics
or  European Championships
2017 may be a slightly quieter
year than the barnstorming 2016,
but the sporting calendar holds
plenty of promise. 

Tennis will hold the first ma-
jor  event  with the Austral ian
Open kicking off down under on
January 16. 

Andy Murray may have been
awarded a Knighthood and be
the world No 1, but he’ll have
his  hands ful l  with Novak
Djokovic.  The Serb is  the de-
fending champion and has won a
record six titles in Melbourne. 

In  the women’s  game An-
gelique Kerber will be looking
to hold on to the title. The Ger-
man became world No 1 in Sep-

tember and won a silver medal
at the Olympics. 

Wimbledon fans wil l  be
sharing airwaves with avid cy-
clists as the Grand Slam runs
alongside the Tour de France
in early July. 

Golfers will look forward to
the Masters, held this year in
Augusta from April 3-9. The
US Open is  in
W i s c o n s i n
this  year
from June
1 5 - 1 8 ,
while  the
British Open
is  a t  South-
port’s  Royal
Birkside Golf
Club from July 20-
23. 

In the rugby world
the Engl ish women’s

team will be stamp their authori-
ty  on the game by defending
their title at the 2017 World Cup,
held in Ireland from August 3-
16. Games will be played both
north and south of the border. 

Other miscellaneous sporting
highlights across the year will
include the Super Bowl in Hous-
ton, Texas on February 5, Spe-
cial  Olympics  World Winter
Games in Austria from March 3
and the Confederat ions Cup,

held in Russia from June
17. 

Key dates
for  the

calendar include the Grand Na-
tional on April 8, Kentucky Der-
by on May 6,  FA Cup final  on
May 27, and Champions League
final on June 3.

On April 29 there could be a
new unified world heavyweight
champion when British Olympic
gold-medallist Anthony Joshua

takes on Wladimir Klitschcko,
the Ukrainian former champ
known as Dr Steelhammer. 

The two Goliaths will fight in
front of at least 80,000 baying
fans at  Wembley Stadium in
what  is  set  to  be one of  the
biggest  bouts  ever  s taged on
British soil. 

By Matthew Elliott

An exciting
year ahead

Wimbledon
fans will
share the air-

waves with avid
cyclists.

ANDY MURRAY:
Will have his
hands full playing
Novak Djokovic.

JANUARY’S transfer window is a week
old and the rumour mill is well oiled as
the Champions League race heats up and
relegation fears are stoked. The
top teams are said to be largely
content with their squads but
there’s always room for a
January surprise - or disas-
ter. 

Atlet ico Madrid could
have the happiest share-
holders in Spain if a pro-
posed swoop by Man Utd’s
Jose Mourinho becomes real-

ity.  There’s been talk of an audacious deal
worth more than €150 million being put
together to lure French forward Antoine

Griezmann and Spanish defensive mid-
fielder  Saul  Niguez away from
Madrid to Manchester. 

Mourinho is thought to be con-
tent with his striking line-up and
should be, af-
ter Zlatan
Ibrahi-

movic scored his 17th goal of the season
and declared to have made crit ics ‘eat
their balls.’ 

Real Betis meanwhile have terminated
the loan transfer  of  Chelsea winger
Charley Musonda, whose knee injury held
him back from La Liga competition. The
Blues and Arsenal are said to be interested
in snatching Sevilla midfielder Steven N’-
Zonzi. The Spanish club expect to lose the
Frenchman in January but hope to reel in
€30 million from the sale. 

Chelsea are also thought to be sniffing
around Southampton’s Virgil van Dijk,
while Liverpool won’t be rescuing Joe
Hart from loan exile in Italy. 

La Liga’s transfer talent
FA Cup

THE third round of the FA Cup gets under-
way this  week with an evening fixture in
London’s east end as West Ham entertain
Manchester City on Friday December 6. 

Most of the cup match-ups will take place
on Saturday. 

Look out for your team on the list below: 
Manchester United v Reading; Accrington

v Luton; Barrow v Rochdale; Birmingham v
Newcastle; Blackpool v Barnsley; Bolton v
Crystal  Palace;  Brentford v East le igh;
Brighton and Hove v MK Dons; Bristol v
Fleetwood Town; Everton v Leicester; Hud-
dersfield v Port Vale; Hull v Swansea; Ip-
swich v Lincoln; Millwall v Bournemouth;
Norwich v Southampton;  Queens Park v
Blackburn Rovers;  Rotherham v Oxford
United; Stoke v Wolves; Sunderland v Burn-
ley, Sutton United v AFC Wimbledon; Wat-
ford v Burton Albion; WBA v Derby; Wigan
v Nottingham Forest; Wycombe Wanderers v
Stourbridge; Preston North End v Arsenal. 

Sunday’s games include Cardiff v Fulham;
Liverpool v Plymouth; Chelsea v Peterbor-
ough; Middlesbrough v Sheffield Wednesday;
Spurs v Aston Villa. 

Final  game in  the round is  on Monday
evening between Cambridge and Leeds. 

The Premier League is set to get back un-
derway on Saturday January 14. 

This week’s
Footie Fixtures

MOURINHO:
Happy with his
striking line-up.



RUSSIAN athletes hoping
to compete again after the
IAAF-imposed  ban  over
s ta te -sponsored  doping ,
must prove they are clean
the sport’s world body has
said.

A report found that more
than 1,000 Russians, some
of whom were medallists,
benefited from the doping
programme.

Only one Russian athlete
was allowed to compete in
the  Rio  Olympic  Games
fo l lowing  the  o ld  guide-
lines.

The  updated  c r i te r ion
mean Russian athletes must
prove they have never been

impl ica ted  in  the  doping
programme.

It also demands they re-
vea l  whether  any  coach ,
doctor or other support per-
son they have worked with
has been implicated in the

commiss ion  of  any  an t i -
doping rule violations.

They  must  provide
records of previous testing

and submit  to having any
samples re-examined.

The IAAF will then send
the applications to its Dop-
ing Review Board for  re-
view, who will also decide
whether  the  a th le tes  can
compete again.

Any applicant who meets
the criteria can only com-
pete  but  under  a  neut ra l
flag.

Russia’s ban has been ex-
tended meaning they will
be  unable  to  compete  in
March’s European Indoors
competi t ion in  Belgrade,
Serbia.

The Kremlin initially at-
tacked the findings of the
IAAF but has now admitted
that state-sponsored doping
took place. It denies how-
ever, that any high-ranking
officials took part.

Chairman of  the  IAAF,
Lord Coe said Russia’s ath-
letes had been “let down by
a system that should have
protected them.”

Russian athletes must be clean

48 EWN Axarquía - Costa Tropical SPORT
www.euroweeklynews.com
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A x a r q u í a ’ s  b e s t  g u i d e  t o  l o c a l  s p o r t

VIRGIL VAN DIJK: In the Premier League, Chelsea are thought to be
sniffing around the Southampton centre-back player.

Athletes let
down by a

system that
should have pro-
tected them.”

THE KREMLIN: Initially attacked the findings.
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