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More than 160 women,  most  of  them
from Russia,  were lured to Spain and
forced to  work as  prost i tutes  across
Almeria, prosecutors claim.

The women’s passports were taken and
they were forced to work in the sex trade
to repay debts of up to €1,800. 

With no knowledge of the language and
told they were illegally in the country, the
women were too afraid to go to police, it is
claimed.

Twenty-eight members of a prostitution
ring are accused of complicity in the opera-

tion to sexually exploit the women.

They were arrested in raids on 13 different
sex clubs and one at a boarding house.

The women were kept there in overcrowded
conditions between February 2007 and July
2008.

The Public Prosecutor has called for the men
to be convicted of crimes against the rights of
foreigners, charges of blackmail and prostitu-
tion. 

The longest sentence, faced by the manager
of one of the clubs who allegedly forced nine
women into the sex t rade,  is  more than 33
years. 

The man suspected of being in charge of re-
cruiting victims in Russia and luring them to
Spain, could be jailed for more than 22 years.

By Eleanor Hawkins

Gang lured 165 women 
into prostitution

Sex crimesFORCED TO WORK:  The
women were too afraid to
go to the police.
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LOCAL NEWS

MARINE Rescue has rescued
another 61 African migrants,
including two pregnant
women, who arrived to Almer-
ian waters in two dinghies. The
first, carrying 34 people,
reached Alboran Island where

the occupants were received
and attended by Spanish Navy
personnel. The second rescue
happened late that night when
a search plane located another
dinghy 3.5 nautical miles from
Punta Sabinal.

More migrants

A MAN caught selling cocaine has been jailed for two
years by an Almeria provincial court. The defendant was
arrested after National Police officers spotted him ex-
changing a small bag of the drug for €50 in Almeria City
in the early hours of the morning. He was carrying cocaine
worth €192 and €270 in cash.

Dealer derailed

TWENTY people are taking part in a lifeguard course organised
by Nijar Council and Atalayas del Levante sports club this week.
The participants are learning rescue techniques, first aid and basic
life support with defibrillators and will be awarded official certifi-
cates from the Spanish Royal Lifeguards and Rescue Federation
recognised in Spain and Europe.

Lifeguard lessons

HUNDREDS of  entr ies
have been flooding in for
EWN’s fabulous ‘Win a Car’
competition.

To enter is as easy as slip-
ping behind the s teer ing
wheel of a new car!

The prize is a Dacia
Sandero Ambiance, a five-
door offering from the French-
owned brand that has become
a global success story.

The car is €10,456 in the
showroom and hundreds of
you have been filling in our
EWN 2017 Win-a-Car sur-
vey.

You not only win the car,
but Abbeygate will insure it
for  12 months and to  top
your day off there’s a cele-
bratory lunch or dinner for
two people courtesy of La
Sala Banus.

Our survey is  in  every
one of the six editions, and
will not take you long - we

estimate around eight min-
utes!

You can enter through the
paper using good old snail
mail, or you can hand-deliv-
er  your  entry as  many of
you are, or there’s the on-
l ine vers ion which is  a t -
tracting most of our entrants
because it’s simple, quick
and easy.

For the price of a stamp
and a few minutes of your
time, or go online and you
could be helping us further
improve Spain’s  leading
English-language newspa-
per.

So why not give it a go?
You have unt i l  March 23
and could be in  with a
chance of winning a won-
derful prize. 

Hundreds enter EWN
Win a Car competition

WIN A CAR:
Why not give
it a go?
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Sextortion soars
through social
media sites
THE number of sextortion cases regis-
tered in Almeria is on the up, yet many
probably go unreported, the National
Police has warned.

Over the last few months the Finan-
cial and Technological Crime Group at
the provincial police headquarters has
received 15 reports of blackmail using
sexual images on the internet, investiga-
tors have said, and embarrassment or
shame causes many other victims to pay
up and keep quiet. 

The difficulty lies in the fact that this
type of crime is carried out over the in-
ternet by organised groups, usually
based in Africa, meaning tracking them
down and arresting them is far from
easy.

The majority of the victims are men
between 20 and 40. They initially re-
ceive a friendship request on Facebook
or other social media sites from a very
attractive woman and, after accepting,
conversations begin which over time
lead to sharing of intimate images.

Women’s centre
opened
NIJAR Council and the Andalucian
Women’s Institute have clubbed togeth-
er to reopen a Municipal Women’s In-
formation Centre in San Isidro which
was closed down in 2012.

Almost 100 locals attended the
launch, presided over by Nijar Mayor
Esperanza Perez, Andalucian Women’s
Institute coordinator Francisca Serrano
and Social Welfare councillor Victoria
Calatrava, of the new centre on Calle
Los Montes.

Professional staff will be manning the
centre, providing information and assis-
tance for victims of gender violence and
all other matters related to equality and
women’s rights.

Kitesurfer rescued
four miles off coast
A KITESURFER was found and res-
cued from the sea four miles from
Almeria City after becoming separated
from a group.

The Marine Rescue service’s search
and rescue helicopter was dispatched af-
ter the coast guard was alerted that one
of a group of five kitesurfers had failed
to return to land after a trip on Sunday,
February 5.

Rescuers finally spotted the missing
person from the sea and flew him to
Almeria airport, where he was reported
to be safe and not in need of medical at-
tention.

Fire affects three
THREE men had to be taken to hospital
after a fire broke out at a flat in Huercal-
Overa. Police officers, firefighters and
paramedics were sent to the first-floor
flat at number 208 on the N-340 road. 

The three men, aged 25, 26 and 39,
were taken to La Inmaculada Hospital
for treatment as they had inhaled large
amounts of smoke.

Chemicals curbed
A NATIONAL POLICE investigation
into the sale of illegal anabolic steroids
and other supplements has resulted in
the arrest of 11 people in Almeria, Vicar,
El Ejido and Roquetas de Mar.

A small amount of cocaine was also

seized during the raids on gymnasi-
ums, sports supply shops and private
homes.

Two of those arrested have been im-
prisoned without bail pending a trial.

Project approved
HUERCAL-OVERA Council has given
the green light to a project which aims
to expropriate land and build a direct ac-
cess road to La Inmaculada hospital. 

The new road is expected to drastical-
ly reduce the amount of traffic on
Avenida Felipe VI and cut travel times
to the hospital, which can be of vital im-
portance in critical cases.

The number of active fishing vessels in
Spain, forming the third largest fleet in the
EU. Around 50 per cent of these are based
in Galicia, with 19 per cent in Andalucia.

Postscr ipt  to  ponder

Views differ greatly over whether the Spanish are more loving than the Brits. But rest
assured on Valentine’s Day next Tuesday millions of locals and expats will be reveal-

ing their love to special ones.

A MAN accused of killing his girlfriend in Almeria has ad-
mitted that he stabbed her “many times.”

The Public Prosecutor’s office has requested a total of 29.5
years in jail for the 35-year-old, who claims not to remember
much of the night he gored his partner and fled to Valencia.

During questioning at the Almeria provincial court, the
defendant explained that the couple were married in an
ethnic ceremony not recognised by law and that he had
been drinking before he arrived home to find his wife in

bed with another man.
“I stabbed her 1,000 times, or maybe it was 500,000,” the

alleged murderer told the court after explaining that he was
unable to catch his rival. He admitted to arguing with his vic-
tim but claimed not to remember whether he grabbed one
knife or two, or exactly what he did with them.

The Public Prosecutor reported that the woman was
stabbed 48 times while alive, then killed with a stab to the
nape of her neck, after which her eyes were cut out.

Knife killer pleads guilty

ALTHOUGH not a traditional fiesta, St Valentine’s Day
is known as San Valentin in Spain, and is celebrated the
same way as in the UK. Many Spaniards are convinced
that it was only created to boost consumerism, though,
and have dubbed Valentine’s Day as the Dia de El Corte
Ingles (El Corte Ingles Day) in a sarcastic reference to
the famous department store.

Certain Spanish regions also celebrate their love on
different days of the year. In Valencia, for example, Octo-
ber 9 is the most romantic day, when the Day of the Va-
lencian Community coincides with the Day of Saint
Dionysius, the patron saint of lovers. It is customary for

men to gift their loved one a Mocadora, consisting of
marzipan sweets handcrafted by local confectioners and
wrapped in a silk scarf.

In Catalonia, couples celebrate their love on April 23,
St George’s Day, known locally as La Diada de Sant Jor-
di. Men present their sweetheart with a red rose while re-
ceiving a book in return, and a myriad of stalls selling
the symbolic items spring up across the region.

LATIN countries dominate the ranking
of the most romantic nationalities in
the world, with Spain coming in fourth
behind the sensual samba of Brazil, the
ooh la la of France, and the legendary
passion of Europe’s most convincing
Casanovas, Italy.

The UK does not make the current
top 10, which also features Argentina,
the Lebanon, United States, Sweden,
Ireland and India.

A recent history
THE Anglo-Saxon tradition of giving
flowers, sweets or other gifts to a loved
one was introduced to Spain in 1948
by Jose ‘Pepin’ Fernandez Rodriguez,

founder of department store chain Ga-
lerias Preciados.

His idea was promoted in a provoca-
tive article by journalist Cesar Gonza-
lez-Ruano, and Galerias Preciados fol-
lowed this up with a Valentine’s
Day-themed advert in the newspaper
ABC.

This was accompanied by text prais-
ing “a pleasure of the spirit, a way to
distinguish who we appreciate and, ul-
timately, a feeling of culture.”

The campaign continued in the
weeks leading up to February 14, call-
ing on the wealthy to enjoy ‘the social
elegance of a gift,’ the rest is history.

13,000

SPANISH FACTS OF LIFE...3

Viva el
amor!

Diada de Sant Jordi, Barcelona.

GIFT GIVING: Was introduced to Spain in 1948.

Latin lovers



NEWS9 - 15 February 2017 / Costa de Almería www.euroweeklynews.com4

POLICE managed to stop a father
from Zaragoza paying €10,000 to
a criminal gang in Chile who
falsely told him his son had been
kidnapped. They said virtual kid-
nappings will start with a phone
call to the anxious relative who
may even hear a third party pre-
tending to be the victim and to
have been hurt by the gang. 

The kidnappers usually de-
mand immediate payment and
victims are often chosen at ran-
dom with the gang acting aggres-
sively to provoke an emotional
reaction. Spain’s National Police
say telltale signs can be a hidden
or concealed telephone number or
one beginning with +56, the STD
for Chile from where many of
these calls have originated.  

DOCTORS are among 22 people arrested in Cadiz ac-
cused of defrauding more than €250,000 from the An-
dalucian Health Service. They face charges of embezzle-
ment, fraud and falsifying documents. Police said false
claims for prosthetic limbs and other items were made

and the equipment often sold on at inflated prices. Many
people went without their limbs because of the scam, ac-
cording to police, who say it operated from 2012 to 2014.
Those arrested include a number of medical staff from
the Puerto Real and Puerta del Mar de Cadiz Hospitals.

ITUREN is a town and tiny municipality in northern
Spain in the Pyrenees. It’s made up of four small ham-
lets, one of them, also called Ituren, had just 518 inhabi-
tants in 2012. 

That’s not a lot by any stretch of the imagination. But
once a year it leaps to the top of any index measuring the
oddest of local customs. Remember Morris dancers?
Men with bells, ribbons and pigs’ bladders? Well, this lot
knock them into a cocked hat. On the first Monday and
Tuesday of February its men and boys take part in a pro-
cession through the locality dressed in sheepskins and
conical hats with ribbons, while carrying whips. But
that’s not all. Giant cowbells are strapped to their backs. 

And as they progress they are confronted by other vil-
lagers dressed as witches and demons who must scatter
as they walk through. The ceremony, not surprisingly,
has a lot to do with good and evil, light and darkness and
so on. You may think it’s just quaint or done only for the
tourists. But some researchers evidently think it could be
one of the oldest carnival events in the whole of Europe.
It’s certainly one of the strangest….

on SPAIN

Doctors held in false limb scam

A NIGHTCLUB janitor accused
of shooting dead a man in the Por-
tuguese city of Coimbra has been
found hiding in a shelter for the
homeless in Galicia.

Spanish police with their Por-
tuguese counterparts swooped on
the hostel in Vigo and arrested the
man using a European Arrest War-
rant.

RELATIVES of 81 people killed in
a high-speed train crash in Spain
have received the backing of a high-
level group of MEPs. The Spanish
inquiry into the 2013 crash in Santia-
go de Compostela was not indepen-
dent, they said. Around 150 people
were also injured in the accident.
The MEPs said a fresh inquiry
should be ordered.

TWENTY-NINE people have been
arrested in the Spanish cities of
Madrd, Pontevedra and Ourense as
police cracked down on a gang re-
sponsible for heroin trafficking in
Galicia. Officers found a laboratory
where a high-grade drug was mixed
before being sold on the streets. 

The heroin had come largely from
the Balkans, Turkey and the Nether-
lands, police said. Among those ar-
rested was a Spaniard who will be
transferred to prison to serve a 14
year sentence and a Madrid surgeon
who hid the drugs when it arrived in
Spain.

A BULLFIGHTER’S final depar-
ture if it comes in the ring can make
national headlines. But the latest sad
statistic is the death of a timber
salesman from the Wirral in Eng-
land’s north-west who fell in love
with the sport and became known as
El Niño. Peter Jones fought several
times in the summer of 2001 after at-
tending a festival in Salamanca. He
finished his short-lived career with-
out serious injury and remained
deeply committed to the sport. His
death at age 49 was revealed by col-
leagues at his local golf club.

Heroin gang

Murder accused

Bowing out

Around the nation in 7 stories

e ye
• Sandy Lyle, Golfer, February 9, 59
Scottish professional golfer who won the
Open Championship in 1985 and became
the first British golfer to wear the green
jacket after winning the Masters in 1988. He
also played in the European team at the
Ryder Cup five times.
• Holly Willoughby, TV Presenter,
February 10, 36
Popular co-host of the ITV show This
Morning along with Phillip Schofield. She
also presents other shows including Surprise
Surprise, Play to the Whistle and Meet the
Parents as well as being a regular team
captain on Celebrity Juice.
• Burt Reynolds, Actor, February 11, 81
American actor most famous for the classic
comedy films Smokey and the Bandit. Other
films he has starred in include Boogie
Nights, The Longest Yard, The Dukes of
Hazzard and Heat. Twice married he and
second wife Loni Anderson adopted a son.
• Robbie Williams, Singer, February 13,
43
Shot to fame as one of the five members of
boy band Take That until he left in 1995 to
launch his solo career. So far in his
successful solo career he has released 19
albums, six of which are among the biggest-
selling albums in the UK. The 1.6 million
tickets for his Close Encounters Tour sold
out in just one day.
• Angel Di Maria, Footballer, February
14, 29
Argentinian winger/attacking midfielder
who currently plays for Paris Saint-
Germain. He has also played for Real
Madrid and in 2014 signed for Manchester
United for a record-breaking £59.7 million.
Capped 80 times for his country he scored
the winning goal that won Argentina the
Olympic gold medal in 2008.
• Jane Seymour, Actress, February 15, 66
British actress who starred in the American
TV series Dr Quinn, Medicine Woman. Has
appeared in films Somewhere in Time, East
of Eden and Bond film Live and Let Die.
She has won two Golden Globe Awards, an
Emmy and has a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame.

BirthdaysVirtually
abducted

Train crash

Postcard
from
ITUREN
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THE provincial council has been in Belgium
to promote the Costa de Almeria at the 59th
Salon de Vacances travel fair in Brussels.

The main tourism event in Belgium, Salon
de Vacances unites professionals and mem-
bers of the public under one roof for an event
spread over more than 40,000m2 with more
than 800 stands.

One of the latest additions to the show is
the Hall of Sports, which in 2016 received
more than 117,000 visitors interested in ac-
tive tourism and outdoor sports, one of Alme-
ria’s selling points.

Belgian tourists are some of those in Eu-
rope which spend the most money on their
holidays. In fact, they spent more than €9
million on travel last year. 

More than two thirds of Belgians, 70.1 per
cent, choose to travel abroad and Spain in
general and Almeria in particular are amongst
their preferred destinations, according to
provincial tourism councillor Javier Aure-
liano García Molina.

Promoting
the coast

Now we want to hear your views.
YOUR PAPER - YOUR VOICE - YOUR OPINION

www.euroweeklynews.com

Sapphire
anniversary

OUR VIEW

MANY people look to retire at the age of 65 but
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II at the age of 90
has served an incredible 65 years as monarch
which is now a record from any British ruler al-
though amazingly she is only the 43rd longest
reigning monarch of all time.

King Sobhuza of Swaziland who was born in
the 19th century and lived until 1982 served an
amazing 82 years and 254 days but looking at
20th century European dynasties, Her Majesty
actually faces no competition.

Quite understandably, she is cutting back on
her public duties and it must be remembered that
Prince Philip is now closing in on his 96th birth-
day, so it is clearly important that the royal cou-
ple take care of each other’s health as they draw
nearer to their platinum (70th) wedding anniver-
sary in November of this year.

There is no question the couple have enjoyed
a life of privilege but equally, they (or more cor-
rectly the Queen) have been incredible ambas-
sadors for Britain and have been in the public
eye for so very long.

We at Euro Weekly News salute and congratu-
late Her Majesty on this incredible achievement.

ALMERIA TOURISM: Councillor Javier
Aureliano García Molina.
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Q & A

How often do you read the EWN?
Every week
Regularly
Monthly
On occasions
Very rarely

Which sections of the EWN do you
read?
Local News
General Features
Business
Leapy Lee
Other columnists
Television
Horoscopes
Time Out
Letters
Health & Beauty
Food/Social Scene
Homes & Gardens
Community
Classified
Motoring
Sport

What do you THINK of the EWN? 
...........................................................
...........................................................

What do you EXPECT from the
EWN? 
...........................................................
...........................................................

What would you like to CHANGE
about the EWN?
...........................................................
...........................................................
...........................................................

How long do you spend reading
the EWN?
Up to 10 minutes
Up to 30 minutes
Up to 45 minutes
One hour or more

Do you find it difficult or easy to
pick up your copy?
...........................................................
...........................................................

Where do you usually pick up your
copy?
...........................................................
...........................................................
...........................................................

Do you have a suggested new
distribution point?
...........................................................
...........................................................
...........................................................
...........................................................

Where do you primarily get your
daily news from?
Television
Radio
Newspaper
Internet

What device do you browse the
internet on?
Desktop computer
Laptop
Tablet
Mobile phone
Smart TV

What time do you normally
browse the internet? 
Morning
Afternoon
Evening
All day

How often do you visit the
www.euroweeklynews.com
website? 
More than once a day
Once a day
Once a week
Once a month
Never

Do you subscribe to our daily
news bulletins to your email
inbox via the
www.euroweeklynews.com
website? 
Yes
No

Do you follow Euro Weekly News
on social media – Select those
that apply… 

You and the EWNMINUTE
READER 
SURVEY8

YOUR DETAILS
Full name

........................................................

........................................................

........................................................

Town

........................................................

Province

........................................................

Landline/Mobile

........................................................

........................................................

Email

........................................................

Tick box if you do not wish your personal details
to be shared with third parties or to receive
promotional information or special offers.   

By post:
2017 Survey, Euro Weekly News, Calle
Moscatel 10, P-62, Poligono Industrial Arroyo
de la Miel, 29631, Benalmadena, Malaga,
Spain

By email:
survey@euroweeklynews.com  

In person:
Mojacar - Costa de Almeria

Avenida Andalucia s/n
C.C. Montemar, Local 7A, (1st Floor)
04638 Mojacar, Almeria, Spain

Albox - Costa de Almeria
Avenida Lepanto 13
Albox
Almeria, Spain

Terms of Entry:
Completed survey forms must reach Euro Weekly
News by noon March 30, 2017 at the latest.  Only
FULLY completed forms received by the final deadline
will be entered into the prize draw. All entrants must
possess a current NIE number, hold a valid driving
licence and must be aged 18 or over.  Only one entry
per person is allowed. Failure to meet these
requirements will invalidate the entry.  No cash
alternatives.
No employees of EWN Media Group can enter.
The winner will be announced on April 20, 2017.
The winner will be required to take part in any
promotional activity and EWN reserves the
right to use the name of the winner and
photographs in any publicity both in
newspaper and online.
The winner will have to collect the car from the
EWN offices in Benalmadena.  Any expenses
incurred by the winner in collecting the car will
be their own responsibility.
Euro Weekly News takes no responsibility
should the car offered differ from that pictured
here in any way.

Please send
completed surveys:

You and the EWN Online

EWN 2017 WIN-A-CAR SURVEY

Gender
Female
Male

How old are you?
18 – 21
22 – 35
36 – 50
51 – 70
71+

Status
Single
Married
Separated/Divorced
Widowed

Which other local newspapers do you
read?
................................................................
................................................................

How often do you eat out?
Once a week
More than once week
Once a month
Rarely

How long have you been reading the
EWN?
................................................................

Do you have private health insurance?
No
Yes (specify)..........................................

Have you ever used a currency
exchange/money transfer company?
No
Yes (specify)..........................................

Is your telephone
Landline
Mobile
Both
Name of your provider(s) ..................................
.......................................................................

Is your mobile
Contract
Pay as you go
Name of network provider .................................
.......................................................................

What kind of mobile telephone do you
use?
Android
iPhone
Windows
Other (specify) .................................................

Is your internet
Fibre Optic
ADSL
Other (specify) .................................................

How often do you use the internet?
Regularly
Rarely
Never

Which social media sites do you use?
Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
Other (specify) .................................................

The way insurance
should be

Sponsored by
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WELCOME to the 2017 Euro Weekly News Reader
Survey.  We are continuously examining ways to fur-
ther improve Spain’s leading English-language news-
paper and we want you, the reader, to take part.

Fill in this simple survey which will help us make de-
cisions about the content and structure of the EWN in
the future.

It does not matter whether you are a regular or casu-
al reader, nor do you have to agree with our firm belief
that we are the best. All of your opinions will help us to
improve what we offer both readers and advertisers in
the future across all six editions of the newspaper wide-
ly distributed each week from Valencia to Costa del
Sol, as well as Mallorca and inland.

What’s more, if you fully complete the survey in to-
day’s issue, which will be republished until March 23,
2017, or answer it online and send it back  to us no lat-
er than March 30, 2017, then you stand the chance of
winning this brand new car in our prize draw.  

So what are you waiting for?

Grab your pen or log on to our website and say
what you like, want to read about, and how you
would like the Euro Weekly News to improve.

Your chance to Win a Car

Only one entry per person

THE GRAND PRIZE:
Dacia Sandero 

Ambiance 
1.1 litre 75cv, 
Glacier white

Worth €10,456

An opportunity to have your say
You don’t have to say you love us to win

Enter online at 

www.euroweeklynews.com

click on READER SURVEY

YOU COULD WIN A CAR 

will insure the car for
12 months

Celebratory Lunch or Dinner
to remember for 2 peopleFREE



British Ambassador
Simon Manley speaks
to Euro Weekly News
THE British Ambassador to
Spain, Simon Manley holds
an incredibly important posi-
tion now that Britain intends
to leave the European Union
as he represents the UK in
one of i ts most important
European trading partners
and whilst in Malaga on Fri-
day February 3 granted Euro
Weekly News an exclusive
interview.

Mr Manley spent the day
travelling between Madrid,
Malaga and Marbella firstly
to visit the English Cemetery
and then to discuss Brexit at
a special event organised by
the British Chamber of Com-
merce in Spain.

He is often mentioned in
the media but generally arti-
cles concentrate on what he
is saying today and in this
interview, he agreed to give
more of an insight to the
man himself and his history
prior to his appointment as
well as his current role.

He entered service with

the Foreign and Common-
wealth Office in King
Charles Street,  London in

1990 and has worked his
way through the service with
two postings to the Embassy
in Brussels,  one to the
British Consulate in New
York, two periods of second-
ment to the European Union
and most recently a return to
London where he was Direc-
tor of European Affairs and
Head of Counter Terrorism
in the FCO.

Whilst one might assume
that the role of counter ter-
rorism would sit with the Po-
lice and Security Services,
the Foreign Office also has
to have a very close involve-
ment in such matters espe-
cially when British citizens
suffered as happened in both
Bali and Mumbai.

In the days when the gov-
ernment would simply pick a
new Ambassador to post
overseas,  many were the
times when the ‘old boy net-
work’ came into play, but for

several years the majority of
such posts have been adver-
tised as new jobs and candi-
dates appointed on merit.

This was the case with Si-
mon Manley who had to
spend four months in a lan-
guage laboratory to ensure
that his Spanish was com-
pletely up to date.

Spain is one of the most
important positions in the
diplomatic service world-
wide, with more consulates
than any other country be-
cause of the size of the expa-
triate population and the
enormous amount of trade
which occurs between our
two countries.

His role is just not just a
commercial one nor indeed
as an observer of expatriate
and tourist needs, as a lot of
this is dealt with at ground
level with the consulates, but
because of his background
he has close relationships
with the Spanish government
over matters of security and
there is also considerable co-
operation in matters of crim-
inality.

Putting words into his
mouth, a general conversa-
tion confirmed that it is a lit-
tle frustrating for him to be
unable to give any guaran-
teed information concerning
Brexit and how it will affect
Britons in Spain as until ne-
gotiations are completed no
one knows what the results
will be, although it is gov-
ernment policy to try to have
the case of expatriates
agreed at the earliest oppor-
tunity.

Part of his role is to try to
explain to the government
and civil servants in the UK,
the hopes, expectations and
fears of those British pass-
port holders living in Spain
and the need for their wishes
to be incorporated into any
Brexit negotiations.

By John Smith

EWN Exclusive
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SIMON MANLEY: At St George’s Church, Malaga.
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THERE were 141 cases of
medical negligence reported
in Almeria Province last year
according to the Defensor
del Paciente (Patient’s De-
fender) association. 

Although a slight increase
was noted compared to 2015,
the province was sti l l  to-
wards the end of the list for
cases reported in Andalucia,
beaten only by Huelva with
92 cases and Jaen with 127.

No hospitals in Almeria
were included on the associ-
ation’s list of those which
collected the most com-
plaints for negligence.

The worst-offenders, the
association’s 2016 report re-
veals, were Virgen del Rocio
hospital in Sevilla, Carlos
Haya hospital  in Malaga,
Virgen de la Victoria univer-

sity hospital in Malaga, Vir-
gen de la Macarena hospital
in Sevilla and Puerta del Mar
university hospital in Cadiz.

The association has com-
plained of a progressive de-
terioration of the Spanish
health system and claimed
the Andalucian Health Ser-
vice (SAS) has become one
of the worst in Spain due to
its ‘low cost management
system.’

Since the current regional
president,  Susana Diaz,
came into power, the system
has suffered cutbacks of
€1,600 million, lost 9,000
members of staff and seen
1,400 hospital beds closed
down. The region now
spends just €1,000 per per-
son per year on its health
system, whereas Pais Vasco
at the other end of the scale
spends €1,500.

Not as bad
as some

A MAN has been jailed for two years by
an Almeria provincial court for hitting and
trying to strangle his ex-girlfriend.

The defendant, the Public Prosecutor
reported, turned up at the victim’s home
and knocked on the door at 2am on June 7
last year and the woman opened it think-
ing the person knocking was one of her
daughters.

As soon as she opened the door, the

court heard, the defendant shoved against
it, knocking her to the floor. He then fell
upon her and hit her face before putting
his hands round her neck and pressing
hard, the prosecution stated.

The woman was saved by another of
her daughters, who was awoken by the

noise and rushed to the rescue. The victim
suffered neck injuries and a broken tooth.

The authorities stress that victims of
domestic or gender abuse can call 016, a
free number available 24 hours per day
and which leaves no trace on phone bills
for assistance and legal advice.

Jail for ex attacker

By Eleanor Hawkins 
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IN August 2016 Aleks Kashefi, a science teacher from
Buxton in Derbyshire, started what was to be an epic
6,200km solo adventure to run the entire length of Eu-
rope, a distance of almost 150 ultra-marathons.  

His incredible journey began at the most northern
point of mainland Europe, Nordkapp in Norway, deep
within the Arctic Circle and will finish at the south-
ernmost tip of Europe, the Punta de Tarifa in Spain on
February 18.  

Now three-quarters of the way along and running up
to 50km a day, Aleks’ self-supported journey has taken
him through freezing cold conditions, rough terrain,
pouring rain (but of course some days of sun!) with him
sleeping outside almost the entire way; literally running
into new and often tough challenges at every step, each
of which he has faced with charm, good grace and hu-
mour, but more importantly amazing courage. 

Aleks has been lucky to have had the support and
generosity of several strangers along his route so far, be
it with an offer of a place to rest, food, company on a run
or simply a cup of coffee, and all who without hesitation
have showed kindness and compassion to someone they
have never met - something he is deeply grateful for.  

Aleks has maintained a blog throughout his trip com-
plete with wonderful photography to share his experi-
ence in thoughtful, witty and insightful posts, beautiful-
ly told snippets of his various challenges, including his
tent breaking on the first day of his adventure to falling
in a river and injuring his leg.  

Though a very humble man, and certainly not one
who needs or likes the fanfare, he is keen to share his

story in the hope that he will provide inspiration to peo-
ple, especially his former students; to encourage them
and others to be brave, to step out of their comfort zones
and take on more challenges. In his own words “where
these actions lead isn’t important, but the inspiration it
may provide others to get outside, to have less and do
more, that ordinary people can achieve extraordinary
things.”  

He is also hoping to raise awareness and donations for

three incredible charities: The Stroke Association, The
Thomas Theyer Foundation, and Mountain Rescue Eng-
land and Wales.  Currently running through Spain, Aleks
expects to pass through Granada, Velez-Malaga and
Malaga during the last legs of his journey before finally
arriving in Tarifa. 

Please support him in his incredible and amazing
adventure by donating on his Virgin Money Giving
page at: tinyurl.com/DonateRunEurope. 

English teacher running length of Europe
By Joanna Quaintmere

ALEKS KASHEFI: Keen to share his story to provide inspiration to other people.

FIVE factory managers and directors from Al-
box have been handed six-month jail sentences
over the death of a worker in August 2009.

The judge, who agreed the jail sentences
could be swapped for fines amounting to ap-
proximately €2,500 each, decided that the fac-
tory lacked sufficient safety measures.

The defendants, the judge stated, all had suf-
ficient responsibility to introduce better mea-
sures and working methods and ensure correct
training was given, yet failed to do so.

The deceased, 39 at the time of his death, was
suffocated after being buried in marble remains
inside a 14-metre tall silo he was trying to clean. 

In work
THE first 18 of 70 unem-
ployed people to be given
temporary jobs under em-
ployment schemes in Huer-
cal-Overa have signed six
month contracts and started
work, Employment Devel-
opment councillor Monica
Navarro reported.

On the up
IN 2016, 4,701 mothers
applied for maternity
leave and 3,753 fathers
for paternity leave in
Almeria Province, a 4 per
cent increase compared to
the previous year.

Work in
progress
THE provincial traffic de-
partment has announced
that work has started on the
AL-6107 road from Al-
banchez to Rambla Aljibe
in Lubrin and is due to take
two weeks to complete.

NEWS EXTRA

Factory managers sentenced
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Better roads
PHASE one of Almeria
Provincial Council’s 2017
‘road plan’ includes 11 dif-
ferent projects with a cost of
€1,220,000, Public Works
and Development delegate
Oscar Liria announced.

Father 
arrested 
A ROMANIAN man, 29,
was arrested by Almeria
City Local Police for al-
legedly hitting his 19-year-
old partner in the face a
number of times. The cou-
ple have a five-year-old
daughter.

New stores 
LIDL supermarket chain
has announced it will be
opening three new stores in
Almeria this month at a cost
of €1.5 million. Altogether
the chain intends to open 10
new shops across Spain,
creating 120 jobs.

NEWS EXTRA
RENFE rail company has announced that it
will not be supplying the Almeria-Madrid
line with adapted trains for the disabled un-
til the summer due to “unavoidable de-
lays.”

The company has now awarded a con-
tract for construction of adapted carriages,
including disabled access, special wheel-
chair anchor places and adapted bath-
rooms, for 15 Talgo trains which include

those used on the line from Almeria to the
Spanish capital city.

“The complex technical specifications
for the new accessible carriages have
slowed down the process. We hope they
will be in service by the summer,” Renfe
said, and apologised for the delays.

Delays unavoidableBy Eleanor Hawkins

HALF the municipalities in
Almeria (51 of 103) have fewer
than 1,000 inhabitants and are
at risk of extinction, according
to a new report by the FEMP
(Federation of Municipalities
and Provinces).

While some places including
Garrucha, Mojacar, Nijar,
Pulpi, Vera and Vicar have seen
their populations double and
treble over recent years, others
have seen theirs halved.

The problem is not purely a
local one. In fact the report,
drawn up based on census fig-
ures from the National Statis-
tics Institute, revealed that of
the 8,125 municipalities in
Spain, 4,995 have fewer than
1,000 inhabitants. 2,652 of
these have fewer than 500 resi-
dents and 1,286 do not even
reach 100.

FEMP president Juan Anto-
nio Sanchez Quero has said
that, in light of the report, ur-
gent measures are needed to
beat depopulation.

Dying
out Adapted trains will

have special wheel-
chair anchor places and

adapted bathrooms.





WHEN it comes to online promotion,
Mojacar Council has set an example
to follow to the extent that other
Almeria municipalities have been ask-
ing it for advice on the matter.

Well aware of fashions and mod-
ern ways of seeking information,
the council has recently updated
its website and worked on its
main Facebook page, Turismo
de Mojacar, with impressive
results.

The Facebook page for
example, Tourism council-
lor Emmanuel Agüero has
reported, reached more
than seven million users
all over the world last year
and currently has 40,000
followers.

Changes made to the mu-
nicipal tourism website and
social media sites were based
mainly on the addition of new

picture galleries, a new design
and more intuitive naviga-
tion, making the sites easi-
er to use both for local
residents and tourists
who may be interested
in planning a visit to
Mojacar.

Agüero said: “a bor-
ing, static Facebook page

does not attract interest so
will not have followers and

without followers we cannot
get the message across. That’s
why the new page and website
are much more visual, with a
more modern image, fresher
colours and more emphasis
on photos to make them at-

tractive and show visitors what
they will find in Mojacar.”
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By Eleanor Hawkins

The leader of the
pack 

Something
to declare 
THE Guardia Civil has ar-
rested a 48-year-old Mo-
roccan man who allegedly
tried to smuggle 22 kilos of
hashish onto a ferry to
Almeria. Sniffer dogs
marked the man’s vehicle,
during pre-boarding checks
at Melilla port. 

Risky roof 
FIREFIGHTERS re-
moved two pieces of loose
rubble from the roofs of
Virgen del Mar church in
Almeria City at the week-
end to avoid the risk of it
falling and causing dam-
age or injuries.

World wide
THE University of Almeria
is offering 305 places at
universities in 80 different
countries all over the world
this year to broaden stu-
dents’ education.

NEWS EXTRA

A FARMER and a farmhand are sus-
pected of having stolen about 600 ki-
los of courgettes, worth €1,500,
from neighbouring farms in Nijar.

The Guardia Civil began investiga-
tions when two farms in El Viso re-
ported that produce had been stolen
from their greenhouses. One of the
farmers reported that 100 kilos of
courgettes had been stolen, while the
other claimed to have lost 500 kilos,
again of courgettes.

Officers from the ROCA rural and
agricultural theft unit inspected the
farms and spotted footprints and
dog’s paw prints on one of the farms,
although the owner did not have a
dog. While looking about, they noted
the presence of a dog of a similar
size to the one which had made the
prints on a neighbouring farm.

With this in mind, investigators
discovered that one of the owners of
the farm with the dog, accompanied
by a farmhand, had sold 500 kilos of
courgettes at a corn exchange in San
Isidro even though the farm was not
producing anything.

The case has been placed with an
Almeria court for further investiga-
tion.

What’s yours
is also mine

EMMANUEL AGÜERO:
Showing visitors what
they will find in Mojacar.

Ayuntamiento de Mojacar
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Heart
friendly
THE Murcian Football Fed-
eration has donated five de-
fibrillators to Pulpi Council,
which has had them in-
stalled at football pitches
and municipal sports centre.

School
spending
ALMERIA City Council
will be spending €500,000
on improvement works at
local schools over the next
two years, Municipal Ser-
vices Councillor Juanjo
Alonso has announced.

In work
EIGHT jobless people have
started work in Carboneras
thanks to the Emple@joven
and Empleo 30+ employ-
ment schemes financed by
the Junta de Andalucia re-
gional government and the
European Social Fund.

NEWS EXTRA

VERA Counci l  is  spending around
€70,000 on repairing five old fountains
in the town and bringing them back to
life.

Work was carr ied out  a t  one on
Plaza Virgen de las Angustias, two
on Paseo Cervantes ,  one on
Plaza de las Lavanderas and
the Ciudad de Vera fountain
opposite the funeral home.

The fountains,  which had
been dry for  the las t  four
years, all required sealing to
stop l inks and most  had to
have their pumps replaced and
new lights fitted. 

The biggest job was on the
Virgen de las Angustias foun-
tain, where a bronze sculp-
ture  of  Padre Vera (by the
sculptor Jere) on a marble
stand has been fitted in the
centre.

Padre Jose Maria de Vera
(1912-1997) was a sculptor
and painter  and one of  the
most important cultural char-
acters of Vera.

By Eleanor Hawkins

A MAN who fired warning
shots towards three people and
injured a girl has been jailed for
a year and a half by an Almeria
criminal court.

The court heard that the de-
fendant drove to the vicinity of
a school in the La Cañada dis-
trict of the city in a van and
stopped by a man, an underage
girl and her mother and fired a
number of shots from within the
vehicle with an illegal pistol in
a clear attempt to scare them.

One of the shots grazed the
girl’s lower back, causing her
swelling and grazed skin.

The defendant then got out of
his van and took a heavy cable
to one of the victim’s cars, caus-
ing €460 worth of damage.

When questioned by the Na-
tional Police, the defendant
claimed he wanted to teach the
group a lesson as they kept
knocking on his door and he
thought they were going to try
to attack him or burgle his
home.

Along with the jail sentence
the defendant must pay a €180
fine, €600 in damages to the
girl who was injured and €460
to cover repairs to the car.

Trigger-happy man jailed

PUBLIC hospitals in Almeria registered 24,314 oncology and radio-
therapy consultations in 2016 and administered 9,751 chemotherapy
and 21,583 radiotherapy sessions.

The province’s capacity to provide treatment is due to increase
even more in the next few years as equipment at Torrecardenas is to
be renewed and increased, explain Andalucian government delegate
for Almeria Gracia Fernandez at an event to mark World Cancer Day.

“In Almeria we are working continuously to improve attention to
people affected by cancer and increase the services we can provide
for them,” Fernandez said.

Fighting against cancer

Back to life
PADRE VERA:

Was a
sculptor and

painter.
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Walking back in time

REPRESENTATIVES from
various Nijar active tourism
companies have been treated
to a guided tour of one of the
most interesting walking
routes in the area.

Tourism, Historical Her-
itage and Beaches councillor
Alexis Pineda, accompanied
by Ana Aycart from the Her-
itage department and Carmen
Fernandez from the Tourism

department joined geography
expert Rodolfo Caparros to
lead the way on the four-kilo-
metre Ruta del Agua (water
route).

This popular walking route
allows visitors to view the re-
mains of water mills between
Villa de Nijar and Huebro
which are a very important
part of the area’s history. 

The mills are believed to
have been built on the site of
original ones dating back to

the ninth century and were
used to pump water to farms
in the area which allowed
Huebro to prosper. The settle-
ment which grew around the
springs and hydraulic systems
is believed to be the second
oldest in Almeria Province.

This walk through history,
explained Pineda, is one of
the things the council wishes
to promote within active and
cultural tourism proposals to
attract more visitors to Nijar.

By Eleanor Hawkins 

TOURISM COMPANIES: Were treated to a guided tour of walking routes in the area.
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Captains
jailed
AN Almeria provincial
court has jailed two men
for four and 4.5 years re-
spectively for charging 42
migrants, including two
children for places on two
dinghies they sailed from
Algeria to Spain.

Lucky win 
THE owner of a ticket
stamped at a lottery office
on Carretera de Malaga
in Almeria City won one
million euros on Satur-
days’ El Joker Primitiva
draw.

Out again 
ONE family from El Patio
in Pescaderia, which was
shored up by the council
last week, left their home
again after being allowed
back in claiming they
feared the ceiling was go-
ing to collapse.

Death at
work
A 32-YEAR-OLD man has
died of a heart attack while
at work in Vicar. An inves-
tigation has been launched
into the circumstances of
the death, the first in the
work place in Almeria this
year.

NEWS EXTRA Blood bank on tour
ALMERIA prides itself on being self-
sufficient when it comes to blood and,
to achieve this, the Transfusion Centre
has once again taken to the road to en-
courage people to give blood.

Altogether 24 collections were pro-
grammed in 17 different places for the
month of  February with an aim to
maintaining supplies and guaranteeing
attention to anyone in need of a trans-
fusion or treatment.

Transfusion centre  director  Aref
Laarej has reminded the public of the
need to  keep donat ions up al l  year
round to meet any eventuality. “We
need an average of 60 donations per
day to stay self-sufficient and we real-
ly want to progressively increase plas-
ma donations too,” Laarej explained. 

With this in mind there will be two
special plasma collection sessions this
month, on February 14 at the Trans-

fusion Centre at Torrecardenas Hospi-
tal, Almeria, and on February 20 at the
Foro Abierto centre in Carboneras.

Centre staff will  be travelling all
over the province this month and will
be collecting blood at Vera health cen-
tre today (Thursday 9), Huercal-Overa
(Monday 13), Los Gallardos (Tuesday

14), Pulpi (Wednesday 15 and Thurs-
day 16), Turre and Carboneras (Mon-
day 20) and Cuevas del  Almanzora
(Thursday 23).

For more information on when and
where to give blood see www.transfu
sion.granada-almeria.org.

Readers who have lived in the UK
are advised to check first as Spain fol-
lows European restrictions on blood
donations related to mad cow disease.

By Eleanor Hawkins ALMERIA Provincial
Council has come to the
rescue and carried out
emergency works to
move a mains water pipe
in Huercal-Overa which
was affected by a fault
just before Christmas.

The provincial authori-
ty spent €60,500 on the
job, which included in-
stalling a new 455-metre
stretch of mains pipes to
replace those crushed by
earth movement, provin-
cial president Gabriel
Amat explained. 

Not only has the work
provided an emergency
repair and guaranteed wa-
ter supply for the people
of the town, said local
mayor Domingo Fernan-
dez, it has also avoided
the problem recurring in
the future by moving the
pipes to a more suitable
location.

Fernandez thanked the
provincial council for its
quick response, to which
Amat responded that it
was simply meeting its
obligation to provide ser-
vices to the people and
solve their problems.

“This job is just one ex-
ample of how the provin-
cial council puts the
Almeria taxpayers’ mon-
ey to good, efficient use,”
the provincial leader
claimed.

To the
rescue

Readers who
have lived in the UK
are advised to check

first as Spain follows
European restrictions

on blood donations
related to mad cow 

disease.

GIVING BLOOD: The Transfusion
Centre is taking to the road.









THE British Ambassador to Madrid, Simon Man-
ley, visited Marbella on Friday February 3 as a
guest of the British Chamber of Commerce in
Spain (BCC) to present his view on the topic
‘Britain beyond Brexit.’

A packed room at the Marbella Country Club
listened to representatives of the BCC, and Mar-
bella Mayor Bernal before Mr Manley rose to give
his address.

As was to be expected, he was not in a position
to give any concrete information concerning the
British government’s negotiating position nor
could he confirm the future of expatriates in Spain,
but he was very upbeat and confident in his expec-
tations and explanations.

He commenced by saying that the government
had made it clear it intends to respect the will of
the people, as the majority had voted to leave the

European Union and now that the initial White Pa-
per giving the government the right to invoke Arti-
cle 50 has been passed, the next step will be to ob-
tain a final vote from the Houses of Commons and
Lords.

The next two years are important to all
Britons and whilst we have to face change, this
is the chance to cre-
ate a new future in
a respected and tol-

erant Global Britain.
The Ambassador acknowledged that negotia-

tions will be difficult as we are all sailing in un-
charted waters and we need to remember that any
negotiation will have to take into account not just
what we want, but what the rest of EU wants as
well.

We share the same values
and will continue to
work together both in
business and on a per-

sonal basis.

Free trade is important and it is worth reflecting
on the fact that Britain has done much to help the
creation of Spain in the past, both through invest-
ment, industrialisation and as allies during a num-
ber of wars in the 19th century in particular.

One thing that the British government is com-
mitted to is to settle the situation of expatriates and
the EU as quickly as possible, as it understands
how worrying this lack of knowledge can be. 

With 18 million tourists from the UK spending
€16 billion a year in Spain, coupled with British
purchases which show a €10 billion imbalance in
favour of Spain, there is no question that Britain is
an incredibly important market and trading part-
ner, especially as it has such a large population of
expatriates as well.

According to Mr Manley, capitalism is about
the share of wealth and neither country needs new
trade barriers to make relationships difficult and
with British companies investing €66 billion in
Spain and employing 250,000 people, there is
every reason to expect Spain to want to negotiate a
decent agreement.

The government understands that many people
felt let down when they were unable to vote in the
referendum, but that is changing for future general
elections and the Embassy and its consulates
around Spain are reporting feedback from expats
to the government which will help to inform nego-
tiations.

BREXIT PAGE
By John Smith

Britain beyond Brexit

AMBASSADOR Manley taking questions.
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ON January 27, the branch
president attended the District
North Conference where the
guest speaker was the chair-
man of the Royal British Le-
gion.  The new chairman of
District North was elected.

Val Carrington entertained
members at the branch meet-
ing on Thursday February 2
with a selection of very amus-
ing poetry which was very
well received. The president
presented a certificate of ap-
preciation to Eileen Huard for
past social events and
fundraising.

The next branch meeting
on Thursday February 16 at
11am will be a coffee/lunch
meeting at Kuki’s restau-
rant/bar, Mojacar Playa with
a short quiz for those in-
terested. All are wel-
come to attend.  If
you are not a mem-
ber feel free to
come along for a
chat.

For details
or more infor-
mation please
contact Mick
on 678 101 471. 

Royal British Legion,
Mojacar Branch

THE change of location of
Huercal-Overa’s Monday
market ,  the largest  in the
area with almost 400 stands,
caused a marked improve-
ment, the council has said.

Since the weekly market
was moved from the fair-
ground to Avenida Guiller-
mo Reyna, the number of li-
cences issued to stal l
holders has remained the

same and more people are
visiting it to do their shop-
ping. The move, the Local
Police reported at a council
session regarding the mar-
ket, has led to better condi-
tions for stall holders, who
are more sheltered from the
wind and bad weather, and
more shoppers as it is closer
to the town centre.

The town now also has a

market on Thursdays with 86
stalls, meaning locals have
two opportunities to buy fresh
produce and other goods.

The council has reminded
stall holders of their obligations
to clean up after themselves at
the end of the markets and
pointed out it gives them rub-
bish bags to assist with this.
Those found failing to keep
their area clean face fines.

A change for the better

THE charity Helping Animals Almanzora
recently opened a new charity shop in La
Alfoquia.

This second new shop is located next to
Bar Triana and the current opening times
will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 10am until 2pm. 

The charity are always grateful for do-
nations so if anyone has any items please

take them along to the shop.
This is the charity’s second shop and the

original shop is still open in Arboleas lo-
cated across from the town hall.

Your support through donations or by
visiting the shop enables the charity to
help abandoned and abused animals. For
more information please visit the website
their at www.haarescue.com.

Helping Animals Almanzora

VAL
CARRINGTON:

Entertained
the members.

NEW SHOP: Located in La Alfoquia.
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AT their latest ‘First Wednesday’
event,  Karen Polansky, PAWS-
PATAS president,  and Janet
Franklin, rehoming coordinator,
spoke about their very early experi-
ences of dealing with sick and aban-
doned animals and how PAWS-
PATAS came to exist.

People may think the situation with
unwanted animals is bad now, but
back in the late 1980s it  was far
worse - feral animals roamed the
streets, the beach and the campo,
spreading disease and causing nui-
sance on a very wide scale. 

A group of concerned local people
and tourists got together and decided
something had to be done. After
some lobbying, Vera Town Hall do-
nated some land where (mainly) dogs
could be taken in, receive medical
treatment, be cared for and found
new homes.

From these very humble begin-
nings, the volunteers built its first
shelter until the time came for the
land to be taken back by the town
hall and a new shelter had to be
found. 

Throughout the years, the involve-
ment of Dutch colleagues (notably
Renée Fortuin, Rita Rebel and Belinda

Meuldijk) became vital. They raised
money for a new shelter and under-
took to rehome in Holland the dogs
that could not be rehomed locally.  

The shelter which now operates
between Los Gallardos and Turre has
grown substantially over the years -
as has the number of animals looked
after from 25 originally to numbers
in the hundreds now.  Across all the
years, the hard work and support of

the public has kept the organisation
going. They work tirelessly at the
shelter and in the shops, donate mon-
ey, find supporters and keep the show
on the road behind the scenes too.

The connections built up with rehom-
ing organisations in Holland and the UK
have gone from strength to strength too.
Without their help, PAWS-PATAS would
not be able to continue.

Karen thanked all those who had
helped over the years and ended by
looking forward to the next phase in
the organisation’s development,
about which more later… watch this
space!  

APSA, the animal protec-
tion society in Albox, re-
cently drew its monthly
raffle prize for January
which raised €112.

The winning tickets
were drawn by the landla-
dy of Bugsy Maloans. The
lucky winners of the Alme-
ria Tenpin Bowling prize of
a two-course Sunday lunch
for two or fish and chips
with dessert for two any
day of the week was Dave
and Sue Stratton. Alistair
and Jean MacDonald won
the €10 voucher for Colin
The Card. Jamie Gillard
won the €15 voucher for
TCs Bar and Pricebusters’
€15 voucher was won by
Alan and Brenda Marley. 

APSA is grateful to
Almeria Tenpin Bowling,
Colin The Card, TCs Bar,
and Pricebusters for their
monthly prizes and to all
who purchased raffle tick-
ets. 

APSA
monthly
raffle

Janet, Chrissie 
and Karen

look forward
to the next phase.

Janet, the rehoming
coordinator and
Karen, the president
of PAWS-PATAS.

PAWS-PATAS then and now

Muriel, 90-year-old raffle winner

with Chrissie the communications

coordinator.

The shelter which op-
erates between Los

Gallardos and Turre has
grown substantially.
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Spanish account
Bank: Banco Sabadell
Account Name: Leo James Bermejo
Account Number: ES69 0081 0597 0900 0602 1116
Swift: BSAB ESBB

LITTLE Leo Bermejo is made
of the right stuff. He cannot talk
but he is a happy, energetic
four-year-old who just a day
ago underwent a long operation
at Merseyside’s famous Alder
Hey Hospital. 

The surgeons’ task was to cut
away the tumours in young
Leo’s brain that have hampered
every step of a life that has
barely started. 

As his mother Karen says,
Leo is a fighter. “He is so happy
and when you see him he is

playing and laughing. He does
everything.”

But the tumours Leo is
battling are caused by a rare
cancer that mostly attacks
children, boys in particular

and often those under four.

And when they grow they
grow very fast. This is why this
brave youngster can’t speak be-
cause they have already dam-
aged that part of his brain.

But Leo, who has fought
back after one major operation
now faces his toughest battle of
all. 

Once the Alder Hey surgeons
have done their work, there is
no more that can be done for
him anywhere in the UK. Con-
ventional radiotherapy would
be too damaging to his young
brain.

His only hope, and the option
that offers him the chance of
ridding himself of the tumours
once and for all, is a treatment
called proton therapy. 

And the specialist unit which
has worked on SPNET tumours
before, is in the US, in the Mid-

THE cancer that is attacking
Leo goes by the acronym SP-
NET. Its victims are children,
often boys, and those under four
years of age. 

The characteristic is that the
tumours grow and grow fast.
They are located in the cere-

brum, the part of the brain that
governs Leo’s speech, his emo-
tions, his voluntary muscular
movements and even his ability
to reason and solve problems.

SPNET tumours are extreme-
ly malignant. After Leo’s first
operation in Pamplona, the

A LONG-TIME resident of
Mojacar showed up for the
busking efforts organised by the
Bradley family. Tony Christie,
best-known for his recording of
‘Is this the way to Amarillo,’
helped support Fin and Richard
Devlin.

So Fin & Rich Devlin busked
today for Leo the Lion. Tony
Christie called by and very
kindly donated and offered to
share Leo’s story on his social
media. 

Fin & Rich raised £412 for
Leo!! Get well soon brave Leo!

By Simon Firth

SPNET tumours and tr

Tony Christie shares Leo’s story

Former Real
Madrid
footballer
supports Leo
FORMER Real Madrid defender and
Spanish youth team player,  Leo
Bermejo, is the latest celebrity to
support the fight against cancer of
his  four-year-old namesake,  Leo
‘the lion’ Bermejo.

As well  as sharing the player ’s
name, young Leo loves football and
his favourite team also happens to
be Real Madrid.

Bermejo, the player, a tough left-
back in  the 90’s ,  shared a  tweet
posted by the Euro Weekly  News
asking him to help the youngster in
his fight against cancer.

The tweet  said:  ‘Could you RT
(retweet) to help a young football
fan like yourself? His favourite team
is Real Madrid!’

gofundme.com/l

His
favour-

ite team
is Real

Madrid.”

SUPPORT: Tony Christie with Fin & Richard.

Leo Bermejo (left) with striker Sergio Leon.

Thanks fo
a fighting
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reating them with proton therapy 

HUNDREDS of you have been
answering the call to help Leo
win this fight against such an
aggressive cancer. 

Leo’s mum Karen told EWN:
“I do not even know what to
say, except thank you, to each
and every one of you, whether
it was by donating, helping me
manage things to take the
weight off, delivering tins,
posters, publishing Leo’s story,
sharing his page, tweeting...
every single thing, big or small,
has made this happen.”

She added: “I feel so much
stronger with all of this support
behind our family.”

Celebrities have been helping
out, many of them retweeting to
keep Leo’s profile as high as
possible. 

Comedian Keith Lemmon,
boy band 911 and mixed martial
arts world champion Michael
Bisping are just a few of those
getting involved. Closer to

home, everyone has been pull-
ing the stops out. 

Here’s just a few who deserve
a thank you:

Spectrum FM, a massive
€1,000: all the staff at Euro
Weekly News, another €1,000:
Peter and all his team at Cur-
rencies Direct, another huge
€1,000: Jackie Butcher’s ‘lion’
walkabout which raised €443:
the lovely girls at Bugbusters:
the gorgeous and generous Jan
at Telitec: the wonderful Steve
and Sharon at Spanish Property
Choice: Ian and the dynamic

team at La Sala: Solutions Mar-
bella: Terry at Premier Heating:
Shaun from Planet Positive: a
generous donation from Matt in
England: Ian at Cocina Plus:
Gary at Expats in Villajoyosa

Faustina: Manuela from
Higueron Spa: not forgetting
the readers of EWN and the lis-
teners of Spectrum FM: the
community of Mojacar all of
whom put donations in ranging
from €5 to €5,000 and finally
the people from other parts of
Spain who are following Leo
on our Facebook page.

leothelion3
UK account

Bank: Royal Bank of Scotland
Account Name: Alda Keefe

Account Number: 17485819
Sort Code: 16-24-06

western state of Oklahoma.
“It’s Leo’s best chance,”

says Karen. “Proton beam ther-
apy is his only remaining op-
tion.

“Oklahoma is the best possi-
ble place for this kind of treat-
ment so I have to do every-
thing I can to get him there.”

US specialist Dr Andrew
Chang has already been in
touch with Alder Hey and is
waiting for Leo to recover suf-
ficient strength to make the trip
to the US.

“With proton therapy,” says
Karen “Leo can still progress.
He will have the chance to
learn again, to move his right
side and regain some speech. 

“And he won’t have the
problems that will affect his
organs in the future. 

“This is Leo’s last hope for a

life and we have to take it.”
The other hurdle that the

family need to cross, with the
help of an army of supporters
from Spain, the UK and in
some cases, far flung parts of
the world, is the money. And
that is where you, our readers
and advertisers, come in. 

To pay for his stay and the
several bouts of treatment he
needs, team Leo - that’s mum,
dad Jose and sister Sofia, along
with their family friends and
his supporters like every one of
us - they need to raise
€175,000.

The plight of this little boy,
who will not give up, has
touched the hearts of thousands.
When Euro Weekly News found
out we began featuring the
plight of this brave family in
our papers and on the web. 

A l o n g
with advertisers who have so
generously answered the call,
the total on Leo’s gofundme
page is climbing inexorably to-
wards the €175,000 total. 

But we still have some way
to go. And that is where you
come in. If you can help Leo
get the treatment that could
mean the gift of life, then all
the details are on these pages.
Together we can get Leo the
treatment he so deserves. Any
donation, big or small, will
make a huge difference.

Remember, you can use
Leo’s bank account if you want
him to receive every bit of
your donation or visit www.go
fundme.com/leothelion3.

signs that they were re-emerg-
ing took just nine weeks. And
they do not stay in the same
place. Once the tumours have
been removed, conventional
radiation on a young brain is
damaging. So for Leo the an-
swer is proton therapy. At high

energies, the positively charged
protons can destroy cancer
cells without being so damag-
ing to Leo’s body. 

The treatment allows the
surgeon greater control when
delivering the right dose. There
are thought to be less than 40

such specialist units in the
world and there is nowhere in
the UK with such a facility.

One of the few such treat-
ment centres is in Oklahoma
where you, our readers and ad-
vertisers, are helping to send
Leo!

LION WALKABOUT: Raised €443.

Answering the
call for little Leo

or giving Leo
g chance!
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MICHAEL BISPING: Martial arts world champion.

THE GENEROUS COMMUNITY HAS RAISED*



NORWAY

CARBON monoxide poisoning is
believed to have been the cause of
death of six teenagers found dead
in a shed after a garden party. The
owner of the shed found the young-
sters. His son and daughter were
among the victims.

Extremist arrests
POLICE have detained two people

on suspicion of plotting attacks on
refugees and Jews. Police made the
arrests during a series of raids in-
vestigating a potential right wing
extremist organisation.

Welcome Fritz
FRITZ is the newest member of the
family at Berlin zoo. The little po-
lar bear was named Fritz after a lo-

cal radio station ran a competition to
name the bundle of fluff.

Tagging plans
THE German government has ap-
proved plans to use ankle tags to
monitor extremists who are consid-
ered potentially dangerous. The
proposal  wil l  now need to  be
passed by parliament.

GAY couples can now
have church wed-

dings in Norway
with each pas-
tor now free to
c h o o s e
whether to
marry same-
sex couples.

Natural
growth

THE Telenor Group
reported revenue

growth of 1.1 per cent for
2016. Telenor is one of the

world’s largest mobile telecommuni-
cations companies and last year saw
214 million mobile accesses.

No entry
TWO senior MPs were refused visas
to Russia resulting in the cancellation
of a two-day trip to Moscow. Norway
wants answers on why the visas were
refused.

Air bases
AIRLINE SAS has announced plans
to set up bases in Ireland, London
and Spain, allowing it to keep up
with low-cost rivals and be more
competitive. 

THE number of racist incidents
fell last year in France according
to the latest figures by the interi-
or ministry. Whilst anti-Semitic
and ant i -Musl im cr imes fel l ,
crimes committed against Chris-
t ian places of worship rose in
2016.

Forced out?
PRESIDENTIAL hopeful François
Fillon may have to step down as more
investigations are launched into
claims he gave fake jobs to his wife
and children. He is falling in the opin-

ion polls following the allegations.

Spanish head
SPANISH film director Pedro
Almodovar, has been named a
head of the jury at  this  year ’s
Cannes film festival. 

Top spot
NANTES has been named the best
city to work in France. A study by a
national newspaper ranked it the best
city out of 98 towns and cities apart
from Paris.

Church marriages 
FRANCE

Racist crimes 

GERMANY

Shed tragedy
OVER 40 per cent of babies in
Brussels are born in poverty and
families earning below €867 per
month. The figures come from
births between 2004 and 2010.

Sparkling
industry
ANTWERP’S diamond sector in-
creased last year dealing in 5 per
cent more diamonds; some 202
million carats valued at around $48
billion. The industry’s recovery is
expected to increase in 2017.

Old age
THE eldest living person in Bel-
gium has been named as  Fer-
nande De Raeve who is  aged
110.  I t  comes fol lowing the
death of Alicia Van den Berghe-
Corveleyn, who was 112.  

Costly power
ELECTRICITY in Belgium is
set to double in costs by 2030.
This was the conclusion of an
investigation produced by the
federation of industrial electrici-
ty consumers.

BELGIUM

Poor babies

THE number of rapes reported last
year doubled from the number in
2014, to 744 rapes according to
figures. The Danish National Po-
lice said this rise was partly due to
the better recording of rape inci-
dents.

Going renewable
ENERGY giant Dong has an-
nounced it will stop coal use and
switch to renewable energy
sources. Dong is currently the
biggest wind power producer in
Europe. They reported a net profit
of 12.8 billion kroner (€1.7 bil-
lion) for 2016.

Mixed swimming
SEPARATED swimming for
men and women has  been
scrapped by Aarhus City Council
after offering female only swim-
ming sessions  for  near ly  10
years .  I t  was mainly used by
Muslim women.

Underage marriage
DENMARK is  banning  mar-
riage under the age of 18. The
new bill also states that young-
sters under the age of 18 who
marry abroad will not have their
marriages recognised in Den-
mark.

DENMARK

Rape rise

VOLVO is looking into claims its buses are being
used to transport prisoners in the occupied West
Bank. The company produces reinforced buses in Is-
rael for use of transporting passengers and had an
agreement they should not be used for prisoner trans-
port.

Ikea’s help
THE boss of Ikea’s stores in the US has urged staff
impacted by President Trump’s controversial travel
ban to contact the company which has offered free le-
gal advice for those who may need it.

Top names
FIGURES just released show that Alice was the most
popular baby girl name in Sweden in 2015 for the
fifth year running, with Oscar the top name for boys.

Climate goals
SWEDEN has set its climate goals for up to 2045, in-
troducing a new climate law that will come into force
in 2018. It aims to have zero net emissions by 2045.

SWEDEN

Bus concern
AROUND 300 Dutch nationals have seen their pass-
ports cancelled since autumn 2014, as part of the coun-
try’s counter terrorism plans.

Part timers
MORE Dutch women work part time hours than any-
where else in Europe. The preference for part time
starts early on with many women in their 20’s and
without children going part time.

Dangerous dive
DUTCH television presenter Freek Vonk required a
three-hour operation and more than 100 stitches after
being bitten by a shark whilst diving with reef sharks
off the Bahamas coastline for a new television pro-
gramme. 

Trump’s discrimination
PRIME MINISTER Mark Rutte has called US presi-
dent Donald Trump’s ban on people from seven Mus-
lim countries entering America “discriminatory.” He
said the decision conflicts with western values. 

HOLLAND

Passports cancelled
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GAY
COUPLES:
Can now
be married
in church.
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THOUSANDS of people
protested over the decision
to hand over control of St
Petersburg’s  St  Isaac’s
Cathedral  to  the Russian
Orthodox Church.  Unti l
now i t  has  been used as  a
public museum and people
are  concerned that  the
Church will make it exclu-
sive.

Weird names
PARENTS may soon

be forbidden from giving
their  chi ldren weird,  ob-
scene or unpronounceable
names.

The new law was pro-
posed by a state senator fu-
r ious over  the naming of
one poor boy as ‘Biological
object   human born from
Voronins  and Frolovs on
June 26, 2002.’

Gender
dilemma

A RUSSIAN psychiatrist
is in hiding from conserva-
tive activists angry that he
issues permits for gender
reassignment .  Dr Dmitr i
Isaev has been accused of
creating an army of ‘gender
perverts’ by religious and
nationalist extremists. The
doctor now advertises his
services  through word of
mouth. 

Deadly
violence

TENSIONS escalated in
eastern Ukraine between
Russian-backed separatists
and the army. Dozens of
people died in the worst
violence in over a year.
Thousands have been left
without water and elec-
t r ic i ty  amid freezing
conditions.  More than
10,000 people have died
since violence began in
2014. 

Strong stuff
VODKA had a very

healthy 2016. Russian ex-
ports of the spirit soared by
14 per cent last year while
production also grew. Rus-
sia exported almost 50 mil-
l ion l i t res  of  vodka.  Ger-
many was the biggest
importer,  fol lowed by
Ukraine and the UK. China
is  also developing an ap-
petite for the alcoholic brew. 

Tight t-shirts
ZARA, the Spanish cloth-

ing shop, has been forced to
withdraw several  i tems
from i ts  Russian out le ts .
Certain shirts were found to
be made of such ‘unbreath-
able’ mater ia l  that  they
were dangerous.

Inditex, the Spanish com-
pany behind Zara, owns al-
most  500 clothes  shops
across Russia. 

ST ISAAC’S CATHEDRAL: Until now has been used as a public museum.

Buddha v Roman
A MINING company co-owned by Chelsea’s billion-

aire chief Roman Abramovich is plotting to destroy a
Buddhist sanctuary in the Ural mountains. Evraz wants
to scoop out the profitable iron ore from underneath the
monastery which lies on top of Mount Kachkanar in cen-
tral Russia. 

Public protest



By John Smith
THE success of Grand Theft Auto,
one of the best-selling computer
games of all time which was created
by a team of two Scotsmen and an
Englishman saw their company Rock
Star Games become a subsidiary of
Take-Two Interactive which has an
annual turnover of €2.2 billion.

Now Take-Two, the Nasdaq listed
company has announced that it will
be taking over Spain’s privately
owned Social Point which produces
games for mobile phones and tablets
and will be paying €163 million with

the balance in Take-Two shares.
Horacio Martos and Andrés Bou

co-founded Social Point in Barcelona
2008. The company has gone on to
become one of the world’s leading de-
velopers of online social games.

Since Social Point’s inception, Ho-
racio and Andrés have remained faith-
ful to their original vision of connect-
ing players through social gaming,
and providing the most enjoyable, im-
mersive playing experience. Prior to

founding Social Point, they qualified
at the same universities before work-
ing as computer analysts and consul-
tants in the tech sector.

One of their games, Dragon City
has become extremely popular and
some 50 per cent of all downloads
and revenue comes from the USA
which is why the company appealed
to Take-Two, especially as it has 50
million followers worldwide.

This is a major step into the mobile
gaming world for the American com-
pany as it looks to continue its growth
and market domination.

THANKS to the decline of the coal mining
industry in the autonomous community of
Asturias in northern Spain, unemployment
rocketed with few opportunities for the
younger generation unless they moved to
larger and more prosperous areas.

Those who have remained however have
looked to the past and are producing various
food and drink products in the traditional
ways and have developed a form of bartering
which allows them to move their products
on, even if finances are strained.

There is even an online bartering commu-
nity known as Rastru which allows members
to offer their goods in exchange for those
that they need.

AN idea originally raised last
year has been turned into reality
as the Tokyo 2020 Olympic
Committee has announced that
its medals will be made from
metals obtained from the recy-
cling of old and obsolete mobile
phones.

They expect to need to pro-
duce 5,000 gold, silver and
bronze medals and with a need
for two tons of metal to allow
this, they hope to obtain as much
scrap material as possible, espe-
cially as Japan does not have

large deposits of minerals and
metals.

Anxious to show that it is
committed to sustainable produc-
tion, the committee hopes to re-
duce costs by collecting these old
phones from offices and stores
starting in April of this year.

One saving already in place is
that the gold medals are no
longer made from gold, but are
silver which is gold plated as sil-
ver costs around €16 per troy
ounce, whilst gold costs €1,100
per troy ounce.

Discovery
channels
AFTER some fairly robust
rounds of negotiation, Sky and
Discovery channel have reached
an agreement so that the 12
channels which include Eu-
rosport and TLC will continue to
be screened by the satellite
broadcaster.

Inflation up
THE Spanish National Institute
of Statistics has revealed that in-
flation in January 2017 was 3 per
cent, which is up from 1.6 per
cent in the previous month and
was caused mainly by the in-
crease in the cost of electricity
and fuel oil.

Mercadona
expansion
IN anticipation of the opening of
its first stores in Portugal, super
market chain Mercadona has an-
nounced that it will first build
what it refers to as an innovative
centre in Matosinhos within the
next six months to allow it to
study the local market.

AFTER announcing the German and London
Stock Exchanges were considering a merger, fi-
nancial investigators flagged up the fact Deutsche
Boerse CEO Carsten Kengeter purchased stock in
the Boerse to the value of €4.5 million prior to the

announcement.This now means German prosecu-
tors are investigating Herr Kengeter on suspicion
of insider trading although he and the Boerse insist
he was simply exercising a right to purchase the
shares before the merger had been discussed.

is the total amount that Take-Two Interactive will be
paying to take over Spanish company Social Point.

Quote of the Week
If you mop the floor, or you’re the managing director, a nice pat on the head
goes down well occasionally. Just as a kick up the backside is required

sometimes.” The late Sir Ken Morrison founder of the supermarket chain.

€231 million

Bartering in
AsturiasUS firm invests in Spain

Insider trading investigation

OLYMPIC MEDALS: Some of the winners.

Phones used for
Olympic medals
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is the amount that Facebook and subsidiary Oculus have been fined in the US for using software
for its virtual reality headset without obtaining approval from the developer.€463 million



3M 177,48 0,37% 0,66 106M
3M 175,04 0,49% 0,86 104M
AMERICAN EXPRESS 78,04 2,00% 1,53 70M
APPLE 129,08 0,43% 0,55 676M
BOEING CO 162,4 0,09% 0,14 100M
CATERPILLAR 93,28 -0,52% -0,49 54M
CHEVRON 113,57 1,21% 1,36 214M
CISCO SYSTEMS 31,32 0,45% 0,14 157M
COCA-COLA 41,54 0,34% 0,14 179M
DU PONT(EI) DE NMR 76,43 0,34% 0,26 65M
EXXON MOBIL 83,54 0,11% 0,09 346M
GENERAL ELECTRIC 29,7 0,07% 0,02 262M
GOLDMAN SACHS 240,95 4,57% 10,54 95M
HOME DEPOT 137,98 0,75% 1,03 167M
IBM 175,82 0,71% 1,24 167M
INTEL CORP 36,52 -0,44% -0,16 172M
J.P.MORGAN CHASE 87,18 3,06% 2,59 311M
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 113,64 0,06% 0,07 308M
MC DONALD'S CORP 124,24 0,83% 1,02 101M
MERCK AND CO. NEW 64,29 0,17% 0,11 176M
MICROSOFT 63,68 0,81% 0,51 491M
NIKE 52,36 -0,83% -0,44 69M
PFIZER 32,09 1,13% 0,36 194M
PROCTER AND GAMBLE 87,41 -0,40% -0,35 224M
TRAVELERS CIES 117,78 0,13% 0,15 32M
UNITED TECHNOLOGIE 109,65 1,19% 1,29 90M
UNITEDHEALTH GROUP 161,87 0,69% 1,11 153M
VERIZON COMMS 48,58 0,62% 0,3 197M
VISA 86,08 4,59% 3,78 160M
WAL-MART STORES 66,5 -0,30% -0,2 204M
WALT DISNEY CO 110,3 -0,28% -0,31 174M

Kleinwort Benson Elite PCC Ltd

Land Securities Group PLC 1000.50 -3.00 -0.30 50.68
Legal & General Group PLC 237.60 -0.50 -0.21 750.67
Lloyds Banking Group PLC 66.33 0.46 0.70 18,805.60
London Stock Exchange Gr 3188.00 -11.00 -0.34 14.69
Marks & Spencer Group PLC 336.20 -3.90 -1.15 436.76
Mediclinic International PLC 797.00 8.50 1.08 101.23
Merlin Entertainments PLC 479.80 -1.70 -0.35 94.26
Micro Focus International PLC 2239.00 0.00 0.00 27.31
Mondi PLC 1760.50 -6.00 -0.34 75.38
Morrison (Wm) Supermarkets 239.55 -1.00 -0.42 1,060.36
National Grid PLC 933.15 5.06 0.55 307.71
Next PLC 3864.00 -22.00 -0.57 19.49
Old Mutual PLC 209.30 -0.10 -0.05 124.93
Paddy Power Betfair PLC 8535.00 0.00 0.00 3.61
Pearson PLC 643.75 0.50 0.08 326.89
Persimmon PLC 1956.50 -15.00 -0.76 72.65
Provident Financial PLC 2659.50 2.00 0.08 27.94
Prudential PLC 1600.00 -0.50 -0.03 383.17
Randgold Resources Ltd 7120.00 265.00 3.86 144.37
Reckitt Benckiser Group PLC 7067.00 -61.00 -0.86 148.49
RELX PLC 1448.50 6.00 0.42 181.75
Rio Tinto PLC 3412.00 22.00 0.65 379.47
Rolls-Royce Holdings PLC 667.75 -3.00 -0.45 438.93
Royal Bank of Scotland Gr 226.60 -1.90 -0.83 2,826.62
Royal Dutch Shell PLC 2280.25 -5.00 -0.22 301.73
Royal Mail PLC 407.70 -1.60 -0.39 151.97
RSA Insurance Group PLC 580.75 1.00 0.17 104.11
Sage Group (The) PLC 630.50 0.50 0.08 164.40
Sainsbury (J) PLC 262.50 -2.30 -0.87 508.60
Schroders PLC 2954.50 -3.00 -0.10 15.89
Severn Trent PLC 2250.00 3.00 0.13 24.80
Shire PLC 4461.25 0.00 0.00 114.68
Sky PLC 1005.50 1.00 0.10 449.06
Smith & Nephew PLC 1203.50 -8.00 -0.66 246.19
Smiths Group PLC 1510.50 2.00 0.13 37.43
Smurfit Kappa Group PLC 2133.00 -10.00 -0.47 7.70
SSE PLC 1487.50 7.00 0.47 133.50
Standard Chartered PLC 806.50 4.90 0.61 1,241.54
Standard Life PLC 353.90 -2.30 -0.65 104.85
St James's Place PLC 1074.50 -6.00 -0.56 47.71
Taylor Wimpey PLC 170.75 -1.85 -1.07 1,328.79
Tesco PLC 196.40 -0.90 -0.46 2,049.68
TUI AG 1188.50 9.00 0.76 76.40
Unilever PLC 3276.50 8.00 0.24 179.25
United Utilities Group PLC 914.75 1.00 0.11 75.91
Vodafone Group PLC 193.38 -0.70 -0.36 3,566.16
Whitbread PLC 3954.50 -14.00 -0.35 17.29
Wolseley PLC 4950.00 -10.00 -0.20 14.84
Worldpay Group PLC 280.60 -1.90 -0.67 403.79
WPP PLC 1833.50 -13.00 -0.70 158.13

Most Advanced
Esperion Therapeutics, Inc. $ 16.44 3.72 ▲ 29.25%
The Medicines Company $ 45.96 7.96 ▲ 20.95%
Collectors Universe, Inc. $ 24.92 4.13 ▲ 19.87%
Paylocity Holding Corporation $ 34.98 5.06 ▲ 16.91%
Orexigen Therapeutics, Inc. $ 4.10 0.56 ▲ 15.82%
Fortinet, Inc. $ 37.72 4.54 ▲ 13.68%
Pixelworks, Inc. $ 3.55 0.41 ▲ 13.06%
Beasley Broadcast Group, Inc. $ 8.40 0.95 ▲ 12.75%
LEAP THERAPEUTICS, INC. $ 6.79 0.76 ▲ 12.60%
Tabula Rasa HealthCare, Inc. $ 16.14 1.72 ▲ 11.93%
Flex Pharma, Inc. $ 4.46 0.46 ▲ 11.50%

Most Declined
Pulmatrix, Inc. $ 3.86 1.24 ▼ 24.31%
Vanguard Natural Resources LLC $ 2.75 0.72 ▼ 20.75%
Pernix Therapeutics Holdings, Inc. $ 2.44 0.54 ▼ 18.12%
Aceto Corporation $ 15.67 3.20 ▼ 16.96%
Vanguard Natural Resources LLC $ 2.96 0.59 ▼ 16.62%
FireEye, Inc. $ 10.93 2.04 ▼ 15.73%
Kirkland's, Inc. $ 11.60 1.99 ▼ 14.64%
Vanguard Natural Resources LLC $ 3.04 0.50 ▼ 14.12%
athenahealth, Inc. $ 108.90 17.74 ▼ 14.01%
Neos Therapeutics, Inc. $ 5.05 0.75 ▼ 12.93%
GoPro, Inc. $ 9.58 1.39 ▼ 12.67%

CCOMPANYOMPANY PPRICERICE((PP)) CCHANGEHANGE((PP)) % C% CHGHG.. NNETET VVOLOL

DOW JONES
CLOSING PRICES FEBRUARY 06

3i Group PLC 696.50 1.85 0.27 42.92
Admiral Group PLC 1841.00 6.00 0.33 59.99
Anglo American PLC 1342.50 10.00 0.75 305.62
Antofagasta PLC 815.00 1.50 0.18 204.88
Ashtead Group PLC 1614.00 -8.63 -0.53 79.71
Associated British Foods PLC 2395.50 -11.00 -0.46 67.92
AstraZeneca PLC 4372.50 14.50 0.33 346.49
Aviva PLC 494.60 1.53 0.31 473.74
Babcock International Gr 888.00 0.00 0.00 28.16
BAE Systems PLC 587.25 3.58 0.61 504.08
Barclays PLC 230.85 2.00 0.87 6,139.69
Barratt Developments PLC 496.80 -4.50 -0.90 400.39
BHP Billiton PLC 1404.25 6.50 0.47 564.18
BP PLC 479.00 0.40 0.08 1,228.09
British American Tobacco PLC 4977.00 14.50 0.29 218.42
British Land Co PLC 586.75 1.00 0.17 147.15
BT Group PLC 306.78 -0.51 -0.17 1,034.85
Bunzl PLC 2127.50 -2.00 -0.09 14.69
Burberry Group PLC 1642.50 1.00 0.06 62.68
Capita PLC 484.00 -2.20 -0.45 488.46
Carnival PLC 4282.00 -7.00 -0.16 17.98
Centrica PLC 225.70 -1.10 -0.49 1,661.99
Coca-Cola HBC AG 1791.50 -3.00 -0.17 21.05
Compass Group PLC 1437.50 -6.00 -0.42 190.49
ConvaTec Group PLC 247.75 0.29 0.12 53.77
CRH PLC 2836.00 -13.00 -0.46 93.35
Croda International PLC 3347.00 -12.00 -0.36 14.43
DCC PLC 6352.50 -65.00 -1.01 11.53
Diageo PLC 2211.25 -1.50 -0.07 237.75
Direct Line Insurance Gr 354.20 -2.30 -0.65 171.16
Dixons Carphone PLC 299.75 -4.90 -1.61 526.25
easyJet PLC 932.00 -7.00 -0.74 264.45
Experian PLC 1556.50 1.00 0.06 62.41
Fresnillo PLC 1486.00 17.00 1.16 93.53
GKN PLC 345.00 -2.10 -0.61 143.80
GlaxoSmithKline PLC 1552.25 5.00 0.32 380.96
Glencore PLC 312.65 3.15 1.02 3,071.32
Hammerson PLC 550.25 0.00 0.00 88.61
Hargreaves Lansdown PLC 1373.00 -7.00 -0.51 66.88
Hikma Pharmaceuticals PLC 1922.50 -6.00 -0.31 31.17
HSBC Holdings PLC 684.30 -0.90 -0.13 1,687.70
Imperial Brands PLC 3766.50 29.00 0.78 150.66
Informa PLC 656.75 -4.50 -0.68 99.12
InterContinental Hotels Gr 3748.50 8.00 0.21 19.15
International Consolidated 478.20 -6.30 -1.30 448.31
Intertek Group PLC 3457.00 0.00 0.00 9.53
Intu Properties PLC 268.10 -0.60 -0.22 96.89
ITV PLC 204.20 -1.40 -0.68 975.79
Johnson Matthey PLC 3161.50 -21.00 -0.66 36.08
Kingfisher PLC 337.65 -1.00 -0.30 224.20

CCOMPANYOMPANY PPRICERICE((PP)) CCHANGEHANGE((PP)) % C% CHGHG.. NNETET VVOLOL

COMPANY PRICE CHANGE NET / %

US dollar...................................................................1.07494
Japan yen..............................................................121.0086
Switzerland franc ................................................1.06885
Denmark kroner ...................................................7.43749
Norway kroner......................................................8.86418

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR MONEY WITH US

See our
advert on
opposite

page

currenciesdirect.com/moraira • Tel: +34 966 265 072

0.86241 1.15952

LONDON - FTSE 100
CLOSING PRICES FEBRUARY 06

Units per €

COMPANY PRICE CHANGE %CHANGE VOLUME

NASDAQ
CLOSING PRICES FEBRUARY 06
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AFTER reports that due to the appalling
weather in parts of Spain there would be a
shortage of a number of vegetables and
fruit in British supermarkets, news is now
coming in of a bacon shortage in the USA.

There may well be a sudden surge in
downloads of the video game Aporka-
lypse - Pigs of Doom, but there has been
something of an online panic as Twitter
users worry about the latest news from
the US Department of Agriculture that re-
serves of frozen pork bellies had fallen
significantly.

It appears that despite President Trump’s
fear that the country is being swamped by
Muslims, that sales of pork bellies from
which American Bacon is mainly produced
have risen considerably.

America has been experimenting with
bacon recently and the advent of bacon
cheesecake, ice cream, smoothies, cup-
cakes, doughnuts and popcorn coupled
with the introduction of all-day breakfasts
by major chains has meant that most fresh
pork meat has been sold rather than frozen
and put into storage.

According to the Department of Agricul-
ture report, stocks have dropped from 22
million kilos to just over eight million kilos
in a year which has triggered some fear
about prices and scarcity of tasty porcine
comestible.

Whilst it is possible that Danish produc-
ers will be looking to increase their produc-
tion, representatives of American pig coun-
cils have acted swiftly to advise that the
number of pigs in America is greater than
ever, although there may be some short
term price increases,

On a more serious note, any shortage

which results in price rises must be consid-
ered counter-productive and in Zambia
several years ago, there were a number of
deaths when one particular type of maize
was in short supply and many people re-
fused to consume an alternative and differ-
ent coloured maize which was supplied as
aid by the US Government.

NOW that Sports Direct seems to have ridden out the
tide of negative publicity about its treatment of staff,
owner Mike Ashley is reported to have gained control
over an 11 per cent stake in fashion chain French Con-
nection.

It would appear that he now has access to 10.7 million
shares in the company which may be ripe for a takeover by
using an unusual form of investment known as a ‘contract
for difference’ which gives him a very strong position to ei-
ther benefit from a sale to a third party or if he wishes to
make an offer himself.

The bulk of his new shareholding came from asset man-
agers Schroders and it is known that Sports Direct which
owns a number of clothing brands such as Lonsdale and
Everlast offers a number of French Connection items in its
stores.

The main shareholder of French Connection with 42 per
cent is founder Stephen Marks, but he has been under con-
siderable pressure from a consortium of business share-
holders as the company has been making consistent losses
for the last five years.

The introduction of Mike Ashley could mean that
French Connection could well be ripe for a significant
change in its fortunes in the not too distant future.

Saving their bacon

By John Smith

THOSE who predicted that the UK
economy would not be adversely af-
fected by the Brexit decision were
dealt a blow by the Bank of England
which gave a very gloomy forecast
immediately following the referen-
dum decision.

Now just over six months later, the
situation is definitely reversed with
the Bank having to completely re-
view its growth forecast upwards yet
again to a figure of 2 per cent for
2017 which is only marginally lower
than the forecast in May 2016 when
it was assumed that Britain would re-
main in the EU.

The Bank had previously said that
following the referendum result, its
actions had done a great deal to stave
off a possible disaster and now sug-
gests that higher internal spending by

the government as revealed in the
Chancellor’s last budget review has
helped to make the figures look better
than expected.

Looking further forward the Bank
also expects the economy to sustain
reasonable growth over the next three
years thanks to a stronger than ex-

pected world economy, cheaper cred-
it options and a decision by the
British public to reduce savings as
borrowing is cheaper.

These revelations therefore ac-
counted for the fact that there was no
hike in the interest rates which con-
tinue at a low of 0.25 per cent, al-

though many analysts expect this to
be increased sooner rather than later.

Wages have not increased accord-
ing to expectations so that any cut in
unemployment is currently unlikely
to see an increase in inflation which
is still at an acceptable level, but this
is subject to the pound recovering

further against the dollar and euro
and with the expectation that con-
sumer spending will begin to tail off.

Should inflation begin to increase
above acceptable levels then there is
little doubt that a speedy increase in
the base rate will be implemented.

In many ways these announce-
ments come as something of an em-
barrassment for both the Bank of
England and Governor Mark Carney
who recently indicated that he would
not leave his post until Brexit has
been completed.

If the government and industry
cannot rely upon forecasts from the
most influential of financial institu-
tions in the UK, then the economy it-
self could be damaged, especially at a
time when Britain is trying to negoti-
ate itself out of the EU and into new
trade deals with countries worldwide.

Now that approval has been given
in Parliament for the government to
proceed to invoke Article 50, the
next step will be to review the con-
tents of the White Paper covering
the government’s overall strategy for
Brexit and market reaction to that
may well give a strong pointer to
how accurate these latest forecasts
may be.

BANK OF ENGLAND: The Monetary Policy committee.

BACON SHORTAGE: This little piggy went to market.

Bank of England rethinks forecasts

A different
fashion
connection

The Bank expects
the economy to
sustain reason-

able growth over the
next three years.
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THE prestigious hospitality com-
pany Sala Group has announced
ambitious expansion plans and the
appointment of a new CEO.

The expansion will include fur-
ther beach clubs and a possible
strategic alliance with a prominent
global hospitality group, taking the
company into the next phase of its
very ambitious growth plans.

The new CEO, Federico
González, took up the position on
February 6.  He holds a law and
economics degree from Deusto
University in Bilbao and an MBA
from INSEAD business school in
France. 

He brings his extensive corpo-
rate experience to the group, hav-
ing worked previously for Audi
UK, among others, as well as his
broad experience as an entrepre-
neur and property developer.

Commenting on his appointment
he said,  “I’m honoured to have
been chosen for this very exciting
opportunity. This is a group that
has achieved unparalleled success
since its foundation. To be offered
the chance to lead our 300 employ-
ees to greater success is  a chal-
lenge I am greatly looking forward
to.”

Steve Hampson who has been
CEO since 2012 commented,
“Fede is an excellent fi t  for our
business, his local and internation-
al experience will prove invaluable
as the group formalises our expan-
sion plans for 2017/18.”

Hampson will remain with the
business as a director focusing on
International and Strategic Affairs.

Sala Group currently operates
six locations worldwide, with a
pipeline of proposed projects for
2018. It has gained acknowledge-

ment as one of the premier hospi-
tality groups in Spain and

Europe.

A COMPANY which was founded in
France and has offices around the world,
Bla Bla Car has just fought off a claim made
in court by the Spanish Confederation for
Bus Transport (Confebus) which asserted
that it was improperly acting as a transport
company.

It argued that car sharing of this type was
helping to depress the market for bus and
coach journeys and therefore should be
banned in Spain.

Bla Bla Car, however denied it was a
transport company but simply a social net-
work that brings together drivers and pas-
sengers who wish to share the cost of their
journey and it makes a charge for the intro-
duction.

The matter was heard before a Madrid
court which ruled those drivers using Bla
Bla Car are not employees of that company,
nor are they in the main professional drivers
touting their business for hire and reward. 

In addition, it ruled they were not looking
to make a profit from the journey but were
simply sharing the costs incurred.

Confebus does have the right of appeal
against this service and city councils who
feel that this business undermines their local
bus services could also decide to take action
against the company in the future.

Sala Group presents new CEO Bla Bla Car
says ha ha 

MANY UK expatriates living in Spain
own properties in the UK and have pen-
sions and investments in the UK. They re-
ly on their UK assets to maintain their
lifestyles (and those of their families) in
Spain. If they can no longer manage their
affairs in the UK due to a loss of mental
capacity, it can cause many difficulties.

The best  way to avoid the legal  and
practical difficulties that can occur with
the loss of mental capacity is to plan for it
in advance by drawing up a document
cal led a  ‘Last ing Power of  Attorney’
(‘LPA’).

What is an LPA?
An LPA is a legal document that en-

ables you to appoint one or more attor-

neys to  act  for  you when you are  no
longer able to act for yourself.

Your attorney can be a professional,

such as a solicitor or a family member or
friend.

There are two types of LPA: ‘Health
and Welfare’ or ‘Property and Financial
Affairs’ 

An LPA must be made while you have
full mental capacity. It is therefore impor-
tant to make one while you are in good
health.

Why should you get an LPA?
You can choose a  person or  people ,

who you trust, to act for you when you
are no longer able.

If you lose your mental capacity and do
not have an LPA, then your family (or the
authorities) will have no choice but to
make an application to the Court of Pro-
tection to appoint a ‘deputy’ to look after
your affairs, which can be time consum-
ing and costly. 

Will my LPA be recognised in Spain?
Unfortunately there is no international

type of LPA which is guaranteed to work
in both the UK and Spain. 

The advice we give to our cl ients at
Stone King, is that if you have assets in
both Spain and the UK, your only safe
option is to appoint attorneys in both ju-
risdictions.

Losing mental capacity whilst living abroad
by Stone
King
Charlotte Macdonald
Contact me at international@stoneking.co.uk

If you would like to discuss LPAs contact Charlotte Macdonald or Dan Harris at Stone King LLP by email international@stoneking.co.uk
or by telephone on +44 (0)1225 337599.

You can choose a person
or people, who you

trust, to act for you when
you are no longer able.

An LPA must be made while you have full mental capacity.

FEDERICO GONZÁLEZ: Brings extensive corporate experience to the group.

Photo Credit: Sala Group.

Sala Group cur-
rently operates

six locations world-
wide.
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CAN’T quite believe I’m doing
Trump again this week but the man
is such wonderful column fodder, I
find him almost impossible to resist. 

At least the court order, reversing
his blanket ban on travellers from
seven Muslim countries proved one
thing. That no man, even the presi-
dent of the United States, is in fact
an island. 

Hopefully the overruling by the
federal judge, finally convinced the
naïve whingers (‘one dangerous fin-
ger hovering over the red button’
etc) that there are a considerable
number of factors involved before
decisions of this magnitude can be
implemented, even in a retaliatory
mode. Dr Strangelove he ain’t!  

Although Russia may be a little
more blatant, and somewhat less
subtle, I also agree with Trump that,
if the situation calls for it, most
countries are very capable and do
most certainly engage in assassina-
tions, including the UK. 

To my mind there is no doubt that
Stephen Ward, who featured in the
Christine Keeler/Mandy Rice scan-
dal of the 60’s was topped, before he
could blow the whistle on one or two
characters (highly rumoured to be
royalty) being participants in the sex

orgies involved. I am also
convinced that the tragic Dr
Kelly was murdered on or-
ders from the government,
prior to revealing the lies
and false information
concerned in the weapons
of destruction issues that
ultimately led us into
the war on Iraq. 

James Bond and his
licence to kill appoint-
ment is actually not far
from the truth. I think the
assassins of the CIA and
British secret service, are far
more lethal and mercenary than
the romantic 007 ever was. 

So full marks to PDT for once
again speaking out. However
shocking his state-
ments may
seem,

my message to the so-called pa-
triots, who think their countries

are whiter than white and
couldn’t possibly be in-
volved in such unacceptable
practices, I say get a life. 

It’s a big nasty world
out there, and we just
may need big and nasty
people to make sure we

survive in it.

Keep the Faith.
Love Leapy.

Leapylee2002@gmail.com

LEAPY LEE SAYS IT

OTHERS THINK IT

It’s a big nasty
world out there,
and we just may

need big and nasty
people to make sure

we survive in it.”

It’s a big and nasty world
out there folks

JAMES BOND: His
licence to kill is not
far from the truth.







IN 1969 my youngest son Dan went to try to
defuse a situation on a street in Bristol.  He
saw a young man being assaulted by three
thugs and the result of his intervention was
him waking up from a coma to discover he had
lost his sight. I wrote a book called The Wind
Beneath My Wings which described the
knock-on effects to the whole family of this
terrible moment in our lives. 

Dan has moved on and now runs a charity
called Have Stick Will Travel, which raises
money to help people with poor eyesight in the
West Country.

Thirteen years ago Dan bought a place in
Villamartin, a bolt-hole for us all. Over the
years we have spent more and more time there
and last year my husband and I made the deci-
sion that we also wanted to own a place in Vil-
lamartin having developed a good group of
friends over the years.  Dan spends a few
weeks of the year in Spain and has always felt
perfectly safe, which is more than he can say
about England. People stop and offer him a lift
in Villamartin, he is treated like a regular guy

and not someone to be pitied and this has done
a lot for his confidence. I do not know if it is
the sunshine that makes people better hu-
moured. I do know that if you smile at some-

one in the street in Bristol they are likely to as-
sume you are care in the community, whereas
here, everyone just smiles back.

Another thing I like is everyone is treated

equally.  I am sure there are a lot of people
running away from something who are living
in the area, maybe a bad marriage, debts, even
homelessness. No-one cares, you get the same
crack of the whip. No-one asks questions but
there is always someone to listen. There are a
lot of widows, widowers, lonely people that do
not feel so lonely here in the sun. If you go
somewhere regularly, there is always someone
to talk to. If you go to a quiz evening and there
are just two of you, very often another couple
will ask to join you. This is unheard of in Eng-
land.  

Ok, there is litter and dog mess, isn’t that
universal, but all in all the vibe is a good one.
I have even found time to write a novel, The
Poet’s Trap, published in England but on Kin-
dle, in the shops and through Amazon as well.
The peace and the sun inspired me to fulfil my
ambition to write seriously. Everything and
everyone was always in a hurry in England. I
love Spain, the way of life, the pace, the peo-
ple and the cosmopolitan feel.

A SAFE PLACE: Perhaps the sunshine makes people better humoured.

Getting the same crack of the whip
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Today: Sylvia Gallimore

I love Spain, the way
of life, the pace, the
people and the cos-

mopolitan feel.





A TOTAL of  22 vehicles  have been
seized in Ourense, in Galicia, north west-
ern Spain.

The DGT took the vehicles from repeat
road safety offenders. Although seeming-
ly extreme, the action was taken on ac-
count of the severity of the repeat of-
fences. The public prosecutor said each
of the owners would have potentially had
their vehicles seized for accumulating at
least three consecutive convictions in a
two year period for various crimes, such
as dr ink and drug dr iving,  or  dr iving
without a valid licence.

Of the vehicles seized, 19 have been
scrapped. The remaining three are being

held as evidence on account of continued
investigations being carried out.

The Guardia Civil arrested 362 people
in Ourense in 2016, all for serious of-
fences against road safety. The majority
were related to alcohol with 204 drivers
arrested for driving whilst over the alco-
hol limit.

As well as clamping down on offend-
ers, it is hoped it will enhance road safety
for users. Last year, across the Spanish
road network system, there were 1,038
fatal incidents in which 1,160 people lost
their lives. A further 5,067 people needed
hospital treatment as a result of a traffic
accident.

At the last AGM of our Community,
in the discussion at the end of the

meeting, I brought up an issue about a mem-
ber of the Committee, who has hired a fami-
ly member to work on the maintenance. I
feel that this is incorrect.  After some com-
ments, the sense of the meeting was that the

problem was minor, but the President said
he would look into it. No vote was taken.  I
wanted this situation to be written into the
Minutes book, but the President refused.
Can he do this?

S D (Costa del Sol)

For more news and articles visit www.n332.es or search N332 on Facebook.

Can he get it in Minutes?

Send your questions for David Searl through lawyers Ubeda-Retana & Associates in
Fuengirola at Ask@lawtaxspain.com, or call 952 667 090.

Yes,  he can.   By
law,  the off ic ia l

Minutes book of the AGM
must record the members
who attended, either in per-
son or by proxy, and the de-
cisions taken as a result of

the vot ing,  with a  l is t  of
those who voted in favour

and those against .  Only
those members  who are
recorded as voting against a
proposal can later challenge
it in court. Other details of
discussions or  points  of
view are optional.

David Searl
You and the Law 
in Spain

LEGALLY SPEAKING

AS part of the series, we answer some common driving questions and keep you updated on
the latest driving and road news kindly provided by members of the Guardia Civil based in
Torrevieja, Costa Blanca, who set up the N332 website and Facebook page to help break
down barriers.

Clamping down on 
repeat offenders 

OURENSE: The DGT has seized vehicles from repeat road safety offenders. 
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COMPUTERS are now such an integral part
of everyday life you can’t imagine being
without them but they can also be annoying
so and sos when they decide to go wrong.
Well not even when they go wrong, just when
they do not do what you want them to do. 

I have an iPhone and use iCloud to store
my photos and other bits and they are meant
to automatically download to my PC which is
quite new and runs on Windows 10. This
means that I should have all my photos avail-
able on all my devices ... except I haven’t be-
cause, for some reason, they won’t show up
on my PC.  I’ve tried everything. I’ve in-
stalled the latest updates of everything. 

I then checked on the internet and it told
me to uninstall everything and do this, that
and the other but still it doesn’t work. I got in
touch with Apple and they said it was a Win-
dows problem and guess what Microsoft
said?  Yup, spot on, they said it’s an Apple
problem. So after all that I am no better off.  

I’ve probably spent a month trying to sort it
out (not all day everyday) but I’ve basically
given up on it because, to be honest, I can’t be
arsed anymore. 

The English language befuddles me some-
times. For instance, what’s the difference be-
tween a serviette and a napkin?  They are
both the same aren’t they? The dictionary
says they are, so why have two words for the
same thing? And, of course, a napkin is also
what we put babies in.  How about afters,
dessert, pudding, sweet?  Is it a class thing? I
have ‘afters’ and the snotty cow that lives
over the road has dessert?  Just wondering...

I often get grumpy with restaurants as you
know. I make no apology for it as they contin-
ue to do the most stupid things to wind me
up. One of my favourite places closes in No-
vember and reopens again in February so we
popped in for something to eat. When I
looked at the menu the prices on quite a few
items had gone up. Now, of course you are
wondering, how would you know?  

You wouldn’t remember the prices of stuff
on a menu and you are quite right I don’t.  In
fact, I didn’t have a clue what the prices were
except instead of having new menus printed
in their break, the idiots just tippexed out the
old price and wrote the new one in. Seriously,
how dumb is that? I would never have known
but now I’ve got the hump, not because the
price has gone up, but because of their lazi-
ness in disguising their increases.

I will be on Talk Radio Europe Friday 10 at
11.30am having a bit of a Trump grump. Lis-
ten, call in or email mikesenker@gmail.com.

Mike Senker
In my opinion
Views of a Grumpy Old Man

Befuddled by English language





IT’S coming up, flowers, dining, fine
wines, chocolates and clinking glass-
es to say thank you to that special
other half and the caring family at the
table. It’s a damn good tradition to
get into but lamentably it comes just
once a year.

Generally everyone knows his
Saintly history, but he is just one of
365 days of Saints being celebrated.
Of all the various Valentines the most
celebrated was the one kept in a Ro-
man dungeon for marrying soldiers
and ministering to the Christians, a
definite no-no confronting the Ro-
man Empire back then.

He did, in fact, send the first
‘Valentine note’ under unusual cir-
cumstances, to his jailer’s ill daughter

who he had cured. Just before his ex-
ecution he penned a special note to
her and signed it, ‘Your Valentine.’
Therein started a downhill snowball
of love and understanding that crept
through the ages from discreet admi-
ration of the fair sex to outright pub-
lic embellishments.

Saint Valentine was martyred in
269 but added to the calendar of
Saints by Pope Galesius in 496. But
it was another Valentine martyred in
Africa on February 14 in which we
arrive at the celebration date. And
even that became forgotten until
Chaucer grabbed a personage from
the past and made him modern and
Romantic.

Then followed Shakespeare and
Donne with sentimental verse and
the fad became a movement in Eng-
land with more than 400,000 Valen-
tines mailed in 1837. Not too much
later a Valentine was sent to a young
woman in New England. It might

have been shrugged off as a spring
prank had not the woman been the
daughter of a man that owned a large
book store and stationary shop.

He immediately started importing
lace and colourful envelopes from
old England and the frivolous flirting
by mail became almost a stateside
national holiday within 10 years. Last
year it was estimated that more than
190 million cards were sent in the US
not including those done in schools,
emails and Facebook, which would
easily put the figure beyond a billion!

That venerated date of February
14 is still not a world custom consid-
ering many countries still use Lunar
calendars and esoteric dates for simi-
lar celebrations.

It is a pity that Valentine’s Day
couldn’t evolve into a worldwide day
of love, kindness and mutual respect.
It might help the nations view each
other with less belligerent discrimi-
nation and more trust.

My suggestion would be
to celebrate nationally ‘Cupid’s Day’
on the 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th of
each month, with two of those dates
feminine-denominated so they may
lead the charge and scheduling terms. 

The world today seems so sterile,
plastic, as if carved in stone therefore

lacking human embraces and love.
Simple kindness might make our liv-
ing circumstances more tolerable.
Even more smiles would help.
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Ric Polansky moved to Mojacar in 1969 as a pioneer
developer. He reads extensively and has travelled in South
America panning gold and looking for El Dorado.

Ric Polansky

Changing the rules for
St Valentine’s Day!

SAY THANK YOU: To that
special other half.

Pi
ct

ur
e 

Sh
ut

te
rs

to
ck

 K
at

ia
 F

on
ti





09
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10
FEBRUARY

11
FEBRUARY

12
FEBRUARY

13
FEBRUARY

14
FEBRUARY

15
FEBRUARY

7:00pm BBC News at Six
7:30pm BBC London News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm EastEnders
9:00pm Would I Lie to You?
9:30pm EastEnders
10:00pm Death in Paradise
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:30pm BBC London News
11:45pm Question Time
12:45am This Week

8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm A Question of Sport
9:00pm EastEnders
9:30pm Room 101
10:00pm Not Going Out
10:30pm Tracey Ullman’s Show
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:25pm BBC London News
11:35pm The Graham Norton Show
12:25am Uncle

7:30pm Great American Railroad 
Journeys

8:00pm Put Your Money Where Your 
Mouth Is

9:00pm The Great Pottery Throw 
Down

10:00pm After Brexit: The Battle for 
Europe

11:00pm Match of the Day
11:30pm Newsnight
12:15am SAS: Rogue Warriors

7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Tonight
9:00pm Emmerdale
9:30pm The Cruise
10:00pm Unforgotten
11:00pm ITV News at Ten 

and Weather
11:30pm ITV News London
11:45pm The Late Debate
12:10am Tipping Point
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FRIDAY

THURSDAY

7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Great American 

Railroad Journeys
8:00pm Big Dreams Small Spaces
9:00pm Mastermind
9:30pm Only Connect
10:00pm Birds of Paradise
11:00pm QI
11:30pm Newsnight
12:05am Further Back in Time 

for Dinner

6:00pm Come Dine with Me
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Jamie and Jimmy’s 

Friday Night Feast
10:00pm 8 Out of 10 Cats 

Does Countdown
11:00pm The Last Leg
12:05am The Fake News 

Show

7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm Loch Lomond: A Year 

in the Wild
9:00pm Celebrity Carry on 

Barging
10:00pm Cruising with Jane 

McDonald
11:00pm When Live TV Goes 

Horribly Wrong
1:00am Super Casino

6:30pm Barclays Premier 
League World

7:00pm The Fantasy Football 
Club

8:00pm Football
11:15pm Barclays Premier 

League Preview
11:45pm The Fantasy Football 

Club
12:45am Barclays Premier 

League Preview

8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm The Cruise
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm Piers Morgan’s Life 

Stories
11:00pm ITV News at Ten and 

Weather
11:30pm ITV News London
11:40pm Fishing Impossible
12:10am The Wine Show

5:10pm Weather
5:15pm Six Nations Rugby 

Union
7:55pm Let it Shine
8:55pm Casualty
9:45pm Let it Shine
10:15pm Taboo
11:15pm BBC News
11:28pm Weather
11:30pm Match of the Day
12:55am This Country

SATURDAY
8:00pm Welcome to Hull - 

City of Culture 2017
8:30pm George III - The 

Genius of The Mad 
King

9:30pm Dad’s Army
10:00pm Terry Pratchett
10:50pm QI XL
11:35pm Behind the 

Candelabra
1:30am A Royal Affair

4:30pm A Place in the Sun
5:35pm Location, Location, 

Location
6:35pm Grand Designs
7:30pm Channel 4 News
8:00pm Penelope Keith’s 

Hidden Villages
9:00pm Great Canal Journeys
10:00pm 2 Guns
12:10am Riddick
2:15am The Last Leg

6:00pm Nightmare Tenants, 
Slum Landlords

7:00pm Can’t Pay? We’ll Take 
it Away!

8:00pm NCIS: Los Angeles
9:00pm NCIS
9:55pm 5 News Weekend
10:00pm Football on 5
11:30pm World’s Biggest 

Diamond Heist
12:30am Police Interceptors

11:00am Soccer A.M.
12:30pm Football
4:00pm Gillette Soccer 
Saturday
6:15pm Football
9:00pm EFL Goals
9:30pm Nissan Game of the 

Day
11:30pm Nissan Match Choice
12:30am Football
1:00am Football

6:45pm ITV News and 
Weather

7:00pm You’ve Been Framed!
8:00pm Ninja Warrior UK
9:00pm The Voice UK
10:20pm Through the Keyhole
11:20pm ITV News and 

Weather
11:35pm The Bourne 

Ultimatum
1:40am Jackpot247

6:00pm Songs of Praise
6:35pm BBC News
6:50pm Regional News
6:55pm Weather
7:00pm The Big Painting Challenge
8:00pm Countryfile Winter Special
9:00pm Call the Midwife
10:00pm British Academy Film 

Awards 2017
12:00am BBC News
12:20am Regional News

SUNDAY
2:00pm Nitro Athletics
3:00pm The Winslow Boy
4:40pm Money for Nothing
5:10pm Flog It!
6:00pm Ski Sunday
6:45pm Catch Me If You Can
9:00pm Dragons’ Den
10:00pm Special Forces - 

Ultimate Hell Week
11:00pm Match of the Day 2
12:00am Live at the Apollo

3:35pm A Place in the Sun
4:40pm Location, Location, 

Location
5:45pm Channel 4 News
6:15pm Mrs. Doubtfire
8:30pm The Jump
10:00pm Homeland
11:05pm 8 Out of 10 Cats 

Does Countdown
12:00am 127 Hours
1:50am How to Get Fit Fast

4:30pm Alvin and the Chipmunks
6:15pm Cloudy with a Chance of 

Meatballs 2
8:00pm Magic Makes You 

Laugh Out Loud
8:55pm 5 News Weekend
9:00pm TV’s 50 Greatest 

Magic Tricks
11:35pm When Magic Goes 

Horribly Wrong
2:15am Super Casino

4:30pm Live Nissan Super Sunday
8:00pm EFL Goals
8:30pm Spanish Football Gold
8:40pm Football
10:40pm Spanish Football Gold
10:50pm Spanish Football Gold
11:00pm Pl Match Highlights
11:30pm Pl Match Highlights
12:00am Scottish Cup Football
12:30am Goals on Sunday
1:30am Pl Match Highlights

7:05pm Regional News and 
Weather

7:15pm ITV News and 
Weather

7:30pm Dance Dance Dance
9:00pm Lion Country: Night 

and Day
10:00pm The Good Karma Hospital
11:00pm ITV News and Weather
11:15pm Rugby
12:15am Rugby

8:30pm Inside Out
9:00pm EastEnders
9:30pm Behind Bars
10:00pm New Tricks
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm Have I Got Old News 

for You
12:30am The Graham Norton 

Show

MONDAY
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Great American 

Railroad Journeys
8:00pm Put Your Money 

Where Your Mouth Is
9:00pm University Challenge
9:30pm An Island Parish
10:00pm SAS: Rogue Warriors
11:00pm Cradle to Grave
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather

5:00pm A Place in the Sun
6:00pm Come Dine with Me
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Dispatches Title
9:30pm Food Unwrapped
10:00pm First Dates
11:00pm The Wedding Day
12:05am My Millionaire Dads 

and Me

6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm World Rally 

Championship 2017
9:00pm Winter Road Rescue
10:00pm The Railways That 

Built Britain, with 
Chris Tarrant

11:00pm Hannibal
1:30am Info Not Available

5:00pm Pl Match Highlights
5:30pm Pl Match Highlights
6:00pm Scottish Cup Football
6:30pm Premier League Gold
6:40pm Premier League Gold
6:50pm Premier League Gold
7:00pm Scottish Cup Football
7:30pm Soccer AM: The Best 

Bits 2016/17
8:00pm Football
12:00am Scottish Cup Footbal

8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm The Martin Lewis 

Money Show
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm The Halcyon
11:00pm ITV News at Ten and 

Weather
11:30pm Regional News and 

Weather
11:40pm Peston on Sunday
12:40am Through the Keyhole

7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm EastEnders
9:00pm Holby City
10:00pm The Moorside
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm Pretty Woman
1:40am Weather for the 

Week Ahead

TUESDAY
7:30pm Great American 

Railroad Journeys
8:00pm Put Your Money 

Where Your Mouth Is
9:00pm Further Back in Time 

for Dinner
10:00pm Andrew Marr, My 

Brain and Me
11:00pm Mock the Week
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather

6:00pm Come Dine with Me
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Super Slimmers: 

What Really 
Happened Next

10:00pm 24 Hours in A and E
11:00pm The Great British 

Skinny Dip
12:05am This is Us1

6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm Winter Road Rescue
9:00pm Inside Windsor Castle
10:00pm Secrets of the 

National Trust with 
Alan Titchmarsh

11:00pm Celebrity Carry on 
Barging

12:00am Extraordinary People

8:00pm Scottish Football 
Round Up

8:15pm Football Gold
8:30pm Gillette Soccer Special
11:00pm La Liga World
11:30pm Premier League Gold
11:50pm Premier League Gold
12:00am Premier League 

Review
1:00am Scottish Football 

Round Up

9:00pm Tales From the 
Coast with Robson 
Green

10:00pm Secret Life of Dogs
11:00pm ITV News at Ten 

and Weather
11:30pm Regional News and 

Weather
11:40pm The Chase
12:40am The Investigator: A 

British Crime Story

6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News
7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
9:00pm Who Do You Think 

You Are?
10:00pm The Real Marigold Hotel
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm A Question of Sport
12:15am Film 2017

WEDNESDAY
6:15pm Flog It!
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Great American 

Railroad Journeys
8:00pm Hairy Bikers Chicken 

and Egg
9:00pm Trust Me, I’m a 

Doctor
10:00pm Hospital
11:00pm Common Sense
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather

4:00pm Fifteen to One
5:00pm A Place in the Sun
6:00pm Come Dine with Me
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Location, Location, 

Location
10:00pm No Offence
11:00pm Four Rooms with 

Sarah Beeny
12:05am The Mega Brothel

4:15pm Killer Collector
6:00pm 5 News at 5
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm A New Life in Oz
9:00pm GPs: Behind Closed 

Doors
10:00pm Climbing the 

Property Ladder
11:00pm Extraordinary People

6:00pm Football’s Greatest 
Teams

6:30pm Football’s Greatest 
Teams

7:00pm Premier League 
Legends

7:30pm Live Rotterdam 500 
Tennis

11:30pm Barclays Premier 
League World

12:00am Premier League 100 
Club

7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Midsomer Murders
11:00pm ITV News at Ten 

and Weather
11:30pm Regional News and 

Weather
11:40pm UEFA Champions 

League Highlights
12:40am It’s Not Rocket 

Science

5:00pm 20 Years of Super 
League

6:00pm Rugby Super League
7:00pm Super League Final Gold
7:45pm Super League Final 

Highlights 2016
8:00pm Rugby League
11:30pm Premier League 

Match Pack
12:00am La Liga Show
12:30am Football’s Greatest

8:00pm Loch Lomond: A Year 
in the Wild

9:00pm Bargain Loving Brits 
in the Sun

10:00pm The Great British 
Benefits Handout 
Changed My Life

11:00pm Get Your Tatts Out: 
Kavos Ink

12:05am Tantastic: 50 Shades 
of Orange

6:00pm Come Dine with Me
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm The Secret Life of 5 

Year Olds
10:00pm Escape to the Wild
11:00pm Parenting for Idiots
12:05am 60 Days in Jail
1:00am Britain’s Greatest 

Hoaxer
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MY wife died early last year after be-
ing treated with chemo at a Spanish
hospital.

My wife was very well before the
last treatment, she was strong and apart
from the breast cancer very healthy.
On the day of her treatment I sat with
her, she was well. The following day
she was gardening, cleaning, cooking
and she was well. The next day my
wife got ill, was taken to hospital,
when I was allowed in the medico said
there was no point going to her bed as
she was dead.

He said they had done their best to
save her but the chemo was too strong
for her heart, he asked me if I wished
to see her body and that is all he said. I
was told I could collect the body at any
time and to get an undertaker.

There was no inquest, my wife at
her family’s request was sent to the
UK for burial. I am very concerned as
the chemo should not have been so
strong, a mistake was made and there
should have been an inquest as my
wife died very suddenly. Killed, I be-
lieve, by the medication.

I know whatever I say will never
bring my wife back, but I write this let-
ter to inform others that a hospital that
can kill without any comeback is very
frightening: the hospital can be very
cavalier in their treatment and not wor-
ry about the results. In the UK with all
its faults if a person dies suddenly
there is always an inquest, but here
there seems to be no concern. 

Stephen (Almeria)

No sympathy
I FEAR the Palma Airport taxi drivers
are on the road to nowhere with their
protests over the planned new bus
routes to tourist resorts.

As a dad who frequently travels
from the UK with a family of five, and
is fleeced for two taxis as a result, I
have little sympathy with the drivers.
Not when they trouser the thick end of
£100 for two taxis to Magaluf one
way. Not when some of them bid sky-
wards of €300,000 for a Calvia taxi
plate this summer - a record I’m told.

I applaud the extra choice people
will now have as to how to get to their
holiday destination. Taxi drivers would
be far better served exploring ways of
meeting the needs of their everyday
punters - rather than robbing them. 

Top of that wishlist is having taxis
and private hire cars that seat more
than four persons. Of course, the real
fun and games will start when the su-
per consumer-friendly Uber hit Mal-
lorca. I - and many of your readers I
suspect - can’t wait,

Richard Chew (Calvia and
Yorkshire)

Just jealous
AN article recently stated motorhome
users avoid campsite fees by wild
camping along coastal areas. The arti-
cle referred to Aguilas and San Juan. 

What the critics fail to comprehend
is we motorhomers contribute to the
local economy by patronising super-
markets, restaurants, bars, and fuel sta-
tions etc., all along the Spanish coast.
This also contributes to Spanish taxes! 

When we need to empty and refill
our services, we pay small fees at the

local service stations. The majority of
us are considerate by not parking in
front of local residences. We dispose of
our refuse at the dedicated collection
points, clean-up our pet faeces, and
generally leave the areas as we find
them. We enjoy the freedom that our
vehicles allow us.

Campsites are congested, expensive,
and do not obey health and safety reg-
ulations, to name a few! Perhaps the
people that object to our presence are
jealous of our way of life, they are cer-
tainly NOT local businesses.

Yes there are the Coastal laws that
do not allow camping on the playas.
However, if we do not erect awnings,
or put out tables and chairs, we are not
breaking camping regulations. Many
towns and villages all over Spain pro-
vide free facilities to encourage mo-
torhomes to stay in their area.

I own a motorhome and live locally.
My pleasure is exploring different
provinces all over Spain. I also spend

many weekends in my vehicle, along
the local coastal areas with our friends.
If you have a valid complaint, I sug-
gest you call the local authorities so
they can deal with the culprits, not
print biased objections!!

Dave (Turre)

Anti-Mr T
DON’T be fooled. Trump is a long
long way from being squeaky clean. I
have dug very deeply in to his past and
there are so many things in there that
lead me to believe he is no better than
the Clintons.

He has had dealings with organised
crime in the past and more recently
many people are still wondering why a
rape case against him was so suddenly
dropped. Of course Trump denies
everything. But as a notorious lady
once said several years ago about a
certain prominent member of the gov-

ernment accused of an indiscretion,
“Well he would wouldn’t he?”

Vivienne Pimm

Pro-Mr T
WE should be thankful to those who
gave the hacked emails to Wikileaks,
otherwise the general public would
have had no idea about the extent of
the corruption and the dubious dona-
tions to the Clintons. The Clinton
Foundation even accepted $25 million
from the terrorist funding Saudis. 

There was the Whitewater property
investigation during which Vince Fos-
ter mysteriously died before he could
help with enquiries, etc etc. CNN even
rigged the debate in Hilary’s favour. 

No doubt these revelations con-
tributed to her loss, though of course
the Russians are blamed! At least with
Trump what you see is what you get
and he could even avert WW3.

Robert Segal (Palma, Mallorca)

Do we care?
OH how I love reading the Letters
page in the EWN every week. RJ
Dworakowski lamented like a modern
day Mr Chips about incorrect grammar
in a speech from Theresa May. Very
commendable, but do we care about
pronouns after prepositions, whatever
they are? No!!

The content is the key and making
the point understood surely. No doubt
he will be berating me about this little
piece. Don’t bother sir. Secondary
Modern was my final college of
knowledge.

Then there’s another letter from (Mr
Name Withheld ) telling us all to stand
up and be counted. Embrace it he says.
Stand high enough and it will now
make a difference. OK Mr Name
Withheld. I’ll show you mine if you
will show me yours!!

Philip (San Fulgencio)

The views expressed and opinions given in Letters are not necessarily those of the EWN publishers. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information, errors, omissions or statements, and reject claims
arising out of any action that a company or individual may take on the basis of information contained therein.

LETTERS 
Letters for Your Say should be emailed to yoursay@euroweeklynews.com or make your comments straight on our website: www.euroweeklynews.com 

All letters, whether by email or post,
should carry the writer’s postal address,

NIE and contact number though only the
name and town will be published. 

Letters may also be edited. 
Readers who have missed earlier corre-
spondence can see all letters posted on:

www.euroweeklynews.com

WHEN YOU WRITE

YOUR PAPER - YOUR VOICE - YOUR OPINION

Hospitals make mistakes as well
Photographs for possible publication should be sent by email with a full caption to: photonews@euroweeklynews.com

IT appears that Mojacar wants to promote
cyclist groups for winter training. Not a bad

idea for the local economy, but there
needs to be a training programme for

these cyclists and a set of rules published for them on
how to behave on the local roads.

The groups do not obey some of the basic rules of the
road: give way at roundabouts, overtake on the left, keep
to the speed limit, give way at pedestrian crossings.

Last season I saw in Garrucha an elderly gentleman
stranded in the middle of a crossing whilst a group of
30+ passed behind and in front of him and only inches
away.

Yes, let them train here, but they should also respect
other road users especially whilst on the town’s roads. I
asked a local cycling tour guide why groups disregarded
the rules. His answer was a Gallic shrug. 

Stan Black

Cyclists have to abide by the rules 
TRAINING PROGRAMME: Is needed to inform cyclists how to behave on the roads.
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VALENTINE’S DAY might not be Christmas or Easter, or all that
big in Spain, but it has something very special that may make Feb-
ruary 14 the best day of the year. Valentine’s Day is about love, inti-
macy and sharing them with the person you care about most.  

Because Valentine’s Day is about spending time with the person
you love, or perhaps are simply trying to get with, so many incredi-
ble options are on the table. You don’t have to see the in-laws, or
spend huge amounts of money, or go somewhere you don’t want to.
All you should do is what makes you as a couple happy.  

So buy chocolates and flowers,
eat, drink, and dance. But Valen-
tine’s Day is also your chance to
be creative, to set surprises, and
let magic happen. 

On February 14 more than any
other it’s the little things that
count. Whether that’s dressing up,
going somewhere posh, taking a
stroll down memory lane, or just
offering a hug. 

And for all you singletons out
there, Valentine’s is about love
whoever you are. So celebrate it
with anyone you care about!
There’s never too much love to go
around. 

THOUGH many may believe
today that Valentine’s Day was
invented by makers of choco-
lates, greetings cards, jewellers
and florists, the origins go back
way beyond modern retail.

There are two main theories
on how Valentine’s Day came
into existence.

The first revolves around
Bishop Valentine. Emperor
Claudius II is said to have
banned Roman men from mar-
rying during wartime, and the
bishop was arrested, jailed and
eventually executed on February
14 for performing secret wed-
dings. Legend has it he signed a
letter written to his jailer’s
daughter ‘from your Valentine.’

The second believes it to
have evolved from a Roman
pagan fertility festival, Luper-
calia, celebrated on February 15
which involved men stripping
naked and spanking young
maidens with the skins of previ-
ously sacrificed animals in
hopes of boosting their fertility.

SPECIAL

Love and intimacy

Valentine’s
Day – the
origins
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• Average: 9 • Good: 12
• Very good: 18• Excellent: 23

TARGET: 

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

cede cedi deft dice diet dive edit feed iced
teed tide tied vide vied cited edict feted
fetid deceit defect device deceive evicted
DEFECTIVE 

Sudoku

Nonagram
How many English words of four letters or more

can you make from the nine letters in our
Nonagram puzzle? Each letter may be used
only once (unless the letter appears twice).
Each word MUST CONTAIN THE CENTRE

LETTER (in this case R) and there must be AT
LEAST ONE NINE LETTER WORD. Plurals,
vulgarities or proper nouns are not allowed.

Euro Weekly News strives for accuracy, but cannot be held
responsible for the accuracy of published forecastsS: Sun Cl: Clear F: Fog C: Cloudy Sh: Showers Sn: Snow Th: Thunder

LA
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Fill the grid so that every row, every column and
every 3X3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s no
maths involved. You solve the puzzle with
reasoning and logic.

MADDOCKS’ VIEW ON LIFE

‘CAN THE TRUMP PEN CONTINUE TO BE MIGHTIER
THAN THE SWORD?’

Saturday February 4

IRISH LOTTO

Saturday February 4
LA PRIMITIVA

EL GORDO DE
LA PRIMITIVA
Sunday February 5

UK NATIONAL
LOTTERY

Saturday February 4

Friday February 3

Tuesday January 31

EURO MILLIONS

6 9 27

30
22

40 50

BONUS BALL

3

BONUS BALL

10 21 22

26
35

42 46

BONUS BALL

8 26 31

32 39 42

3 4 17

23

6

944

BONUS BALL

7 9 10

13 37

3 4 15

46

5

950

BONUS BALL

18

5

BONUS BALL

LAST WEEK’S
SOLUTION

Kakuro Fill all the empty squares using
the numbers 1 to 9, so that the
sum of each horizontal block

equals the ‘clue’ on its left, and
the sum of each vertical block
equals the clue on its top. No
number may be used in the
same block more than once.  

weatherCosta de Almería
Alicante 
TODAY: MAX 15, MIN 8 - C

Fri - 15 10 C
Sat - 15 11 Sh
Sun - 17 12 C
Mon - 17 10 C
Tues - 17 10 C
Wed - 16 10 C

Almeria 
TODAY: MAX 17, MIN 9 - CL

Fri - 16 9 C
Sat - 16 11 C
Sun - 18 11 C
Mon - 18 11 C
Tues - 18 11 C
Wed - 17 11 C

Barcelona 
TODAY: MAX 13, MIN 4 - S

Fri - 12 8 Sh
Sat - 13 9 Sh
Sun - 14 11 Sh
Mon - 14 12 Sh
Tues - 12 10 Sh
Wed - 13 9 Sh

Benidorm 
TODAY: MAX 15, MIN 7 - CL

Fri - 15 10 Cl
Sat - 15 11 Sh
Sun - 18 12 C
Mon - 17 11 Sh
Tues - 17 11 Sh
Wed - 16 10 C

Bilbao 
TODAY: MAX 14, MIN 5 - C

Fri - 14 5 C
Sat - 13 5 C
Sun - 15 8 C
Mon - 15 8 C
Tues - 15 7 C
Wed - 15 7 Cl

Madrid 
TODAY: MAX 11, MIN 0 - C

Fri - 10 2 C
Sat - 10 4 Sh
Sun - 14 5 Sh
Mon - 13 5 Sh
Tues - 13 4 C
Wed - 13 5 C

Malaga
TODAY: MAX 17, MIN 11 - CL

Fri - 14 8 Sh
Sat - 15 12 C
Sun - 18 12 Sh
Mon - 17 10 Sh
Tues - 18 9 C
Wed - 19 9 C

Mallorca
TODAY: MAX 13, MIN 4 - S

Fri - 15 8 C
Sat - 15 10 C
Sun - 17 10 C
Mon - 17 10 C
Tues - 17 9 C
Wed - 16 8 C

TODAY
VELEZ RUBIO

ADRA ROQUETAS

ALBOX HUERCAL 
OVERA

ALMERIA

GARRUCHA

MOJACAR

RETAMAR

VELEZ RUBIO

ADRA ROQUETAS

ALBOX HUERCAL 
OVERA

ALMERIA

GARRUCHA

MOJACAR

RETAMAR

VELEZ RUBIO

ADRA ROQUETAS

ALBOX HUERCAL 
OVERA

ALMERIA

GARRUCHA

MOJACAR

RETAMAR

TOMORROW

SATURDAY
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AK, BE INFORMED AND ENJOY A CHALLENGE

Across
1 Work is about, employ a partner (6)
4 Endures ultimate on Saturday (5)
8 College head is impolite and vulgar (5)
9 Fuming, angered, confused (7)

10 Voter changes role, etc (7)
11 Carry On comedian facing Egghead (4)
12 Cossack’s hidden purse (3)
14 You'll get this eye infection in the first year of school
(4)
15 A lair in an Arabian seaport (4)
18 She's an official prosecutor in the States (3)
21 Tom's initial request for a job (4)
23 Outflow from newly formed lake takes time (7)
25 Telling off could start a beating (7)
26 Fruit begins another pleasant picnic, let's eat (5)
27 Go through the letters for something charming (5)
28 Tom Daley possibly having little time to entertain (6)

Down
1 Arcane religious order embraces returning queen (6)
2 Let up on nouveau rich (7)
3 Mixed paste around small plant (8)
4 Old stringed instrument from hilly region (4)
5 A letter for Socrates (5)
6 Doctor should end nude's rash (6)
7 Accepts big furry beasts (5)

13 Squid generating a calm air (8)
16 Model, a former girlfriend, has sufficient (7)
17 Fastens twigs (6)

19 Side with gal in trouble (5)
20 Give in about fast time (6)
22 Turbulent times for pound (5)
24 A herb that makes many sick (4)

Crossword Enjoy filling in the following puzzles and check the answers
in next week’s edition

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

Cryptic

Code Breaker

English - Spanish

page

1 Ailed, 4 Hamper, 9 Gadwall,
10 Panic, 11 Reed, 12 Spanner,
13 Cot, 14 Ammo, 16 Stem,
18 Sue, 20 Illicit, 21 Urge,
24 Spire, 25 Leisure, 26 Diesel,
27 Sheet. 

1 Angers, 2 Lodge, 3 Drab, 
5 Appraise, 6 Penance, 7 Record, 
8 Blast, 13 Concrete, 15 Malaise,
17 Missed, 18 Still, 19 Resent, 
22 Rouse, 23 Bias.  

1 Plenty, 4 Cover, 8 Recur,
9 Regular, 10 Stories, 11 Pail,
12 Ski, 14 Peru, 15 Nick, 18 Sob,
21 Afar, 23 Outrage, 25 Impress,
26 Alike, 27 Guess, 28 Permit. 

1 Peruse, 2 Enclose, 3 Terminus,
4 Cage, 5 Villa, 6 Rarely, 7 Cross,
13 Initiate, 16 Cranium,
17 Daring, 19 Boost, 20 Detect,
22 Ample, 24 Fees. 

Across:

Across:

QUICK

CRYPTIC

1 Lifeboat, 7 Dress, 8 Piece,
9 Lombrices, 11 Viaje, 12 Italy,
14 Painless. 

1 Lid, 2 Fregonas, 3 Bisabuela,
4 Amphibian, 5 Deer,
6 Delegate, 10 Uvas, 13 Yes. 

Down:

Quick

ENGLISH-
SPANISH
Across:

Each number in the Code Breaker grid represents a different letter of the alphabet.
In this week’s puzzle, 3 represents B and 23 represents X, so fill in B every time

the figure 3 appears and X every time the figure 23 appears. Now, using your
knowledge of the English language, work out which letters should go in the

missing squares. As you discover the letters, fill in other squares with the same
number in the main grid and the control grid.

Across
1 Boot (4)
3 Spark (from fire,
electricity) (6)
7 Envolver (con papel)
(4)
8 Places (6)
10 Teléfono (9)
13 To jump (leap) (6)

14 Sabio (acción,
decisión) (4)
15 Raffle (draw) (6)
16 Remover (sopa) (4)

Down
1 Tazón (cuenco) (4)
2 Viajero (9)
4 Altura (de edificio,

techo, persona) (6)
5 Científico (9)
6 También (4)
9 Hembra (6)
11 Those (4)
12 Ciervo (4)

CODE BREAKER 

The clues are mixed, some clues are in Spanish and
some are in English.

Across
1 Culmination (6)
4 Detachment used for security (6)
9 Regard highly (7)

10 Yellow citrus fruit (5)
11 Irritating (8)
13 Prejudice (4)
14 Latin American music (5)
17 Worthless material that is to be

disposed of (5)
20 Make docile (4)
21 Showing reason or sound

judgment (8)
25 Circular stringed instrument (5)
26 Person working in the service of

another (7)
27 Capable of being farmed

productively (6)
28 Rely upon (6)

Down
1 Cattle pen (6)
2 Norwegian playwright (5)
3 Madagascan lemurs (3-4)
5 Friendly state (4)
6 Leftovers (7)
7 Connections (5)
8 Astonish (4)
12 Acquired (3)
15 Colourless gas (7)
16 Donkey (3)
18 Hold back (7)
19 Tried and proven to be useful or

correct (6)
20 Shin bone (5)
22 Posing no difficulty (4)
23 Courageous (5)
24 Neither warm nor very cold (4)

Down:

Down:



TO READ MOREV I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E W W W . E W N L I F E S T Y L E . C O M
HEALTH 
B E A U T Y &9 - 15 February 2017 Costa de Almería54

SOME people are mainly focused on
the price when they look for a health
insurance and they decide to contract
the cheapest one, but… Watch Out!

Inexpensive health insurances are
available on the market at the time of
contracting the policy, but as the per-
son gets older the price of the poli-
cies drastically increases considering
the change to a higher age bracket.

ASSSA does not increase the price
due to age, which means that the pre-
mium will remain the same age
bracket that you contracted at the be-
ginning. In the end you will pay a
lower amount and your insurance as
a result  will be cheaper. 

A further point to consider is the
written contractual guarantee of no
cancellation. If there is no guarantee
and the Insurance Company cancels
the policy, it may occur that contract-
ing another insurance becomes com-
plicated due to age or the develop-

ment of some diseases. 
ASSSA guarantees under contract

that your policy will not be cancelled,
therefore you can have the peace of
mind of being provided with a life-
time coverage.

Health is the best investment we
can ever make and as such should
be treated, not as the purchase of
the cheapest choice by the time of
contracting. Other factors to con-
sider are the solvency and experi-
ence of the Company, the customer
service, easy access to medical as-
sistance, medical network and cov-
erage offered.

ASSSA puts at your disposal its
solvency and more than 80 years of
experience to provide you with the
best personalised attention in your
own language and the best health
care any time you need it.

Don’t wait any longer. Invest in
your health with ASSSA.

Advertising feature

Altea
Tel: 966 882 680

Ciudad Quesada
Tel: 965 725 421

Denia
Tel: 965 786 969

Jávea
Tel: 965 795 077

Mazarrón
Tel: 968 153 396

Moraira
Tel: 965 744 033

Orihuela Costa
Tel: 966 761 794

www.asssa.es

Customer Service Office:

ASSSA: 80 years of experience.

Invest in your health



THE NHS in the UK is re-
porting a staff shortage with
some 24,000 nursing vacan-
cies currently available across
the country.

It comes as the number of
European nurses moving to
the UK to work has fallen by
more than 90 per cent since
the Brexit vote in June last
year.

The Royal College of Nurs-
ing said it relied on EU nurses
and was calling for guarantees
that EU nationals within the
NHS can remain working in
Britain after Brexit.

At the end of last year,
plans were also announced by
the government that posts
will be filled with some 2,000
apprentice nurses as part of a

new nursing scheme that will
see young people combine on
the job training with studying
for a degree.
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Nursing crisis
hits the UK

Posts will be
filled with

2,000 apprentice
nurses.

THE number of cancer cases
in Spain has increased more
than expected.

The latest figures show
247,771 new cases were
recorded in 2015, with
148,827 of these in men.

Released to mark World
Cancer Day, the Spanish So-
ciety of Medical Oncology
(SEOM) said the increase can
be attributed to the aging pop-
ulation with more people liv-
ing longer. Smoking, alcohol,
obesity and physical inactivity
were also leading to a more
unhealthy nation and an in-
creased risk of cancer. 

A rise in the cases of viral
infections such as Hepatitis C
and Papillomavirus, can also
be factors in increasing cancer
cases. 

The most diagnosed types
of cancer in 2015, including
both sexes, were colorectal
(41,441 cases), prostate
(33,370), lung (28,347),
breast (27,747) and bladder
(21,093).

Miguel Martin, president of

the SEOM, said: “The current
situation in Spain is such that
one in two men and one in
three women will have cancer
of some kind throughout their
life,” although he insisted this
does not mean they will die
from the disease.

Survival figures for cancer
patients (an average of 53 per
cent five years after diagnosis)
have also improved, although
thanks to great medical im-
provements in treating some
tumours, the survival  rates
are even higher, such as in
breast cancer.

The specialist said one third
of cancers could be prevent-
ed: “Some people think that
cancer is random and it is in-
evitable, but this is not true as
there are risk factors that
when addressed we can re-
duce the chance of cancer.”
Martin added the key is
healthy lifestyle habits, such
as exercising regularly, min-
imising alcohol intake, not
smoking and avoiding obesi-
ty.

More cancer cases

Hip pain

-What are the most com-
mon causes of hip pain?

There are many things
which can cause hip pain.
The most common is os-
teoarthritis of the hip, when
the components of the joints
like bones and tendons de-
generate over time. Other
common causes are infec-
tions or injuries.

-Are there any specific ex-
ercises to help prevent or
improve the pain?

There are different exer-
cise routines which can help
to control the pain and stop
it from progressing. Yoga
and pilates exercises and
certain exercises in the
swimming pool, especially
low impact ones, can help a
lot.

-Many elderly people
seem to suffer from hip
pain. Is it something
which we will all suffer in
the end, in other words, is
there no way to avoid it?

Over time deterioration

of the hips is inevitable and
osteoarthritis is bound to ap-
pear. This appearance can,
however, be delayed or the
severity reduced with cer-
tain rehabilitation exercises
and by avoiding being over-
weight and following a bal-
anced diet.

-How can hip pain be
cured, is there any med-
ication?

Pain-killers, anti-inflam-
matory medication and
muscle relaxers can be used
to help keep the pain under
control. Physiotherapy is al-
so vital to help control the
symptoms.

-Will surgery be necessary
in the end?

Sometimes and with the
pass of time the damage
produced is so severe and
causes so many symptoms,
especially pain and mobility
limitations, that surgical in-
tervention is required. This
often consists of implanting
a prosthesis.

SPECIALIST: Doctor Luis Perez Belmonte.

Ask The
Doctor

Brought to you by 

If you have any questions for Dr Perez Belmonte,
please send them to: 

jefemedico@helicopterossanitarios.com

THIS week we’ve asked the doctor about hip pain, a
common problem for many especially in the colder

months.



ESTABLISHED more than seven
years ago, Location Warehousing
SL auctions are still going from
strength to strength.

The biggest and best in the re-
gion, the professionally organised
fortnightly auctions attract people
of all nationalities, coming from
across Almeria, even as far away as
Almeria City and Baza, with the op-
portunity to pick up a bargain or
two too good a chance to miss. 

Just about anything and every-
thing could be brought in to go un-
der the hammer and it often is!
There is everything from stylish in-
dividual items of furniture to com-
plete suites, beds, white goods, an-
tiques and collectables, cars,
motorbikes, caravans, boats... es-
sentially anything and everything!

Held in spacious premises, the
auctions are great fun with auction-
eer Steve keeping the pace moving
swiftly through the 500 plus lots per
auction.

Everyone is welcome to view the
lots during the week of the auction
from 9.30am-1.30pm Monday and
Tuesday, or all day on the Wednes-

day until the sale begins at 5pm
sharp. Katrina and Becky are on
hand to answer any questions and

you may purchase a catalogue to
study at your leisure, or register for
a paddle or place a proxy bid if you

are unable to attend.
The sellers’ commission is a very

reasonable 12.5 per cent of the

item’s final sale price, 21 per cent
IVA only applies to the commission
and not to the full sale amount. 

So if you have unwanted items
that you’d like to turn into cash, call
Katrina or Becky, or pop into the of-
fice in Antas. Lots are accepted
Monday to Friday from 9.30am-
1pm except on the day of the auc-
tion. Items can be collected from
most areas, whether single pieces or
house clearances. 

Delivery is also possible for
items purchased at the auction.
House clearances are also undertak-
en with cash paid on collection. 

Clients can be assured of a
friendly and professional service at
Location Warehousing SL so con-
tact the team today.

Auctions @ Location Warehousing
Units 8/9, Calle Mojana, 
El Real Industrial Estate,

Antas
Tel: 950 528 565

Email: 
becky@locationwarehousing.com

or
katrina@locationwarehousing.com 

Advertising feature

Bid for a bargain at Location

LOCATION WAREHOUSING: Established auctioneers where anything and everything
goes under the hammer. 
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MACS, the Mojacar Area Can-
cer Support group, held its Big
Mac event on Sunday (Febru-
ary 5) for the third year run-
ning.

The event opened its doors at
Puerto Marina hotel from noon
to 8pm with a bursting pro-
gramme of music, dancing,
stalls, food, children’s games
and much much more and
proved once again to be very
popular with supporters. 

At the time of going to press
volunteers were still totting up
the proceeds and had yet to an-
nounce the total raised.

Elaine Brown, MACS
founder, has been helping peo-
ple with cancer for almost 10
years now and through her hard
work and that of all the volun-
teers have managed to open
shops in Mojacar, Turre, Huer-
cal-Overa and Albox, buy a van
and help people diagnosed with
cancer in many ways, from
emotional support to equipment
and transport.

LEGEND has it that Saint Valentine is
buried in Almeria Cathedral. With this
in mind, the Historical Centre associa-
tion has prepared five days of events
to encourage people to visit, and
spend, in the area.

The association got in touch with
local business and restaurant associa-
tions, the city council, the University
of Almeria and Almeria Arts School to
plan activities and events to attract
visitors and locals to celebrate ro-
mance in historical surroundings.

The Bring Your Heart to St Valen-
tine schedule kicks off tomorrow, Fri-
day 10, at 1pm with a Valentine’s per-
formance on Plaza Campoamor by
pupils and teachers from the arts
school. Then at 8pm there will be an
evening tour of the historical centre,
which sets off from Plaza Flores and
will last about 40 minutes. Everyone
who takes part will be treated to a
‘skewer of kisses.’

There will be a medieval market
running on Plaza Vieja on Saturday 11
and Sunday 12 where visitors will be

able to hunt for the perfect Valentine’s
gifts and on Saturday evening, from
8pm onwards, the women’s ‘tuna’ mu-
sical group from the University of
Almeria will be performing on Plaza
Campoamor, Plaza de la Catedral,
Plaza Vieja, Calle Jovellanos, Calle de
Las Tiendas and finally Plaza Flores.

Sunday 12 sees a Gastro-Art event
dedicated to St Valentine in the area
around Almeria central marketplace
and at 11am a guided tour of the his-
torical centre will set off from the
tourist office on Plaza Vieja.

On Monday 13 Los Vinilos will be
performing on Plaza de la Catedral at

8pm and at 9pm visitors will be given
red balloons and invited to release
them in honour of St Valentine, again
on Plaza de la Catedral.

Finally, on Tuesday 14 the Univer-
sity of Almeria’s Poliphonic Choir
will be performing a Valentine’s Day
concert.

Another Big
Mac over

By Eleanor Hawkins

Romantic events in the city

ALMERIA CATHEDRAL: Legend has it that Saint Valentine is buried here.



VARIOUS events are being held in the
area over the next few weeks to help
raise funds to help Leo the Lion, the
four-year-old local boy undergoing treat-
ment for brain tumours. 

Table top sales or ‘rastrillos’ are being
held in Vera on Sundays this month. This
Sunday, February 12, there will be a sale
running from 10.30am to 4.30pm at Vic-
tors Café Bar. Table rental, or space to
set up your own table, costs €8.50 and
are for private, second hand sales only
(no businesses). Next Sunday, February
19, there will be a similar sale at Chirin-
guito Vera Natura.

On Saturday 18, a musical gala event
has been planned at the Plaza del Ayun-
tamiento in Garrucha, also in aid of Leo.
Todossomos Leo (we’re all Leo) will be-
gin at 11am and includes performances
by multiple dance schools, musicians and
DJs. Tickets are available from Cafeteria
Manhattan, Almoriac travel agents,
Vespublicidad, JugueteriaBisu, La canti-
na de Flor and Ultima Fusion dance
school in Garrucha, Cafeteria La Abadia
in Vera, Victor’s Bar in Las Buganvillas,
Estetica Toñi in Mojacar Pueblo, Hotel
Oasis Tropical and Badgers restaurant in

Mojacar Playa, Papeleria Lopez in Turre
and Pub D’ara in Los Gallardos.

Club Deportivo Puerto Rey in Vera
will be hosting ‘A Day for Leo’ on Sun-
day February 26 with activities for the
whole family including go-karts, bouncy

castles, trampolines, group activities,
face painting, Zumba, live music and
much more.

The event kicks off at noon and tickets
are €8, which will go to the fund for Leo
Bermejo.
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MOJACAR is gearing up
for Carnival and has an-
nounced the schedule of
main events surrounding the
traditional celebrations.

The first will be a chil-
dren’s parade by pupils
from Bartolome Flores
school, who will be march-
ing from the school to Plaza
del Fronton at 10am on
Thursday February 23.

The next day, Friday 24,
there will be a children’s
party with mobile disco, fun
character drawing, enter-
tainment and competitions
from 6-10pm at the Centro
de Usos Multiples. This will
be followed at 11pm by a
free Chirigota show.

On Saturday 25 Serenade
will perform at 10pm, again
at the Centro de Usos Multi-
ples, before the Comparsa
musical groups compete on
stage from 10.30pm on-
wards. 

The grand carnival pro-
cession will set off from Rio
Aguas roundabout at 5pm
on Sunday 26.

Gearing up
for carnival

By Eleanor Hawkins

Raising funds for Leo

LEO THE LION: Various events are being held to raise funds.
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HANKS to the client that
contacted me a couple of
weeks ago.

A year  or  so ago he came to
Spain to buy a restaurant/pub. He
succeeded in buying a relatively
well-established premises and has
run it (under management) with
some success ,  but  is  not  happy
with the way things are now go-
ing. Having been open since the
beginning of  las t  year  he has
reached stagnation and wanted my
help to revitalise the operation if
possible.

We sat down to discuss where
he fel t  that  things were going
wrong. Most clients come back
with the same answer, “We need
more clients!” Often that is not the
main problem. Costs are normally
the base problems of most busi-
nesses. Overstaffing, wrong type
of staff, no control over food and
beverage costs/sales.

The problem with opening a
business without knowledge can
be dangerous. Even if you have
some experience in the industry in
your home country, you soon find
out  i t  i s  different  in  a  foreign
country.

After  a l l  you need an Indian
scout in Indian country!!

We started with his f igures.  I
asked him if he was making mon-
ey and he said yes. But a closer
look showed me that this was not
the case.

Without doing a full stock take I
did a guestimate based on purchas-
es and sales and a rough idea of
stock-in-hand. It showed that sale
of food had cost 45 per cent. Ideally
it should be around 35 per cent or
lower. Wine sales were good, but
again with his prices he should
have been making 75- 80 per cent.
The bar was much the same.

Analysing these figures would
help to understand where the loss-
es were.

Kitchen management was the
first area to look at. The Chef was
not passionate about what he was
doing. Therefore he had no care
for his product. His costings were
wrong and his wastage too high.

Instead of utilising his ingredients
he would throw away items that
could make money in  the r ight
hands. One of the problems was
that the owner, while not having
any kitchen experience, enforced a

menu that he thought was
commercially viable, on to
the Chef  who had a  lot
more to offer and had ex-
plained to his boss that the food he
was being made to serve had little
artistic content, very high costs
and l i t t le  room to increase on
profitability. 

I had decided that the problems
were not all down to bad kitchen
management - although this cer-
tainly needs looking at - but more
a lack of culinary direction. 

We are at this moment in deep
discussion on how to improve the
quality and performance of this
operation and I will keep you in-
formed on our  progress  every
week in this column.

• WHILE I can see what Lon-
don’s Mayor, Sadiq Khan, is try-
ing to do by imposing a ‘bed tax’
on the Capital’s hotels, I tend to
agree with Ufi Ibrahim, the Chief

Executive of the British Hospitali-
ty Association, that a bed tax in
London would be an “absolute fol-
ly” and said that it would add ad-
ditional costs for tourists, as well
as harm already hard-pressed hos-
pitality and tourism businesses,
making it even harder for them to
compete with overseas operators.
Already one of the most expensive
cities in the world, London could
lose even more of its competitive-
ness. 

•  ON THE OTHER SIDE of
the coin, there is a restaurant in
Madrid that really lives up to its’
name. The Robin Hood. Its mis-
sion is simple - to charge the rich
and feed the poor.  Paying cus-
tomers at breakfast and lunch foot
the bill for the restaurant to serve
dinner to homeless people, free of
charge! The restaurant opened in
early December, and is run by an
80-year-old Catholic priest, Ángel
García Rodriguez, whom everyone
knows simply as ‘Padre Ángel.’

Outside, there’s a sign listing
the house rules:  Patrons are al-
lowed to sing as they please, as
long as i t  doesn’t  disturb other
customers. They can use the free
wi-fi and borrow a cell phone if
they need to make a call. They’re
free to bring their own food and
order only drinks, if they prefer.

Or they can take over  the
kitchen for a birthday party or
other special celebration.

You see there are still  a few
good people in this world!!

• ON THAT NOTE I will bid
you farewell until next week and
should aspiring restaurateurs
need some help or advice, please
do not hesitate to contact me. A
toast to Good Food, Good Wine
and Good Friends.

FOR MY WINE spot this week,
I’m travelling further than the
Ribera and Rioja wine producing
areas. How many of you were
aware that India produces
wines?

Viticulture was believed to
have been introduced to India by Persian traders some time in
the fourth millennium BC. Historians believe that these early
plantings were used mostly for a style of grape juice rather than
the production of an alcoholic beverage. Some religious text
mentions at least one alcoholic drink that may have been wine
related - Sura - which seems to have been a type of rice wine
that was fermented with honey. The first known mention of
grape-based wines was in the late fourth century BC.

The modern wine market in India is small; annual per capita
consumption of wine in the country is a mere nine millilitres, ap-
proximately 1/8000th that of France. Winemaking has existed
throughout most of India’s history but was particularly encour-
aged during the time of the Portuguese and British
colonisation of the subcontinent. The end of the 19th
century saw the phylloxera louse take its toll on the In-
dian wine industry followed by religious and public
opinion moving towards the prohibition of alcohol. Fol-
lowing the country’s independence from the British
Empire, the Constitution of India declared one of the
government’s aims was the total prohibition of alcohol. 

Several states went dry and the government encouraged vine-
yards to convert to table grape and raisin production. In the
1980s and 1990s, a revival in the Indian wine industry took

place as international influences
and the growing middle class in-
creased, so increasing demand for
the beverage. By the turn of the
21st century, demand was in-
creasing at a rate of 20-30 per
cent a year. The city of Nashik in

the state of Maharashtra geographically in the middle of the
country, is called the ‘Wine Capital of India.’

The wine producing areas tend to be in the middle to the
south of the continent although the Punjab and Kashmir in the
north, are quite prolific producers. India produces Sparkling
wines, Whites and of course Reds. While there are locally grown
grapes, the majority of the reds are Caber-
net Sauvignon, Malbec and Shiraz. There
is a wine maker who makes white wines
from red grapes, one of only three pro-
ducers in the world who do this.

The picture is of one of India’s top red
wines. Most of them need decanting as
they can pack a punch. 

WITH
GARRY
WAITE

T

CULINARY DIRECTION: The choice of menu and chef is inseparable.

Would Ghandi
have approved?

Grover-Zampa
Chêne.

Garry Waite is a well-known foodie and restaurateur as well as a Hospitality Management Consultant. If you are contemplating setting up an operation in Spain, 
or indeed having problems with an existing project contact him on garrywaite@euroweeklynews.com.

TASTING NOTES: A big brooding boisterous red,
the kind that makes steaks melt. The fruit is present
but sits beneath the oak which imparts rich choco-
late-coffee-toasty primary notes. With a name like
Chêne (French for oak) one wouldn’t expect any-
thing else.

Good Food, Good Wine
and Good Friends

There is no love sincerer
than the love of food.”

George Bernard Shaw



DONALD TRUMP has provoked
massive hysteria recently, particu-
larly concerning his proposed state
visit. However, as Brexit Britain
prepares to launch itself back into
the big wide world of global com-
merce, isn’t it time to take a more
pragmatic view - just as we did
with the state visits of the leaders
of China and Saudi Arabia? 

And as for Her Majesty who has
been asked over the decades to
host tyrants, dictators and despots
such as Presidents Mobuto (Zaire)
and Ceausescu (Romania), she’ll
take a brash billionaire from New
York effortlessly in her stride. 

However, one question remains
for the future: what happens when
Trump’s burnt through all his po-
litical capital and his frustration

about his isolation starts to show?
Will he accept the limitations of
his position, or go down a slippery,
more authoritarian slope? 

And if he does, should the UK
condone it by pretending nothing’s
happened? 

The answer to that surely lies in
his campaign. When the Republi-
can Party ‘ditched’ him, he just
turned on them and kept going,
seemingly incapable of backing
down.

On this side of the pond, some-
one else who seems unlikely to
back down is the former Por-
tuguese police chief, Goncalo
Amaral, who falsely accused Kate
and Gerry McCann of covering up
their daughter’s death. 

With Portugal’s Supreme Court
throwing out their libel case
against him, Amaral could now sue
them for extensive damages.

Nonetheless, it seems we are no
nearer to discovering the truth
about Madeleine. Just as in my lat-
est crime thriller, No Way Back,
(as you know, all profits to Costa

del Sol Cudeca cancer charity), a
Kate McCann-like figure is so ob-
sessed with closure and peace of
mind in her unending search for
the truth about her own missing
daughter she’d maybe contemplate
blackmail, even murder. Whatever
the outcome, Kate McCann surely
needs closure, too. Whether she
finds it only time will tell. Who
knows what the future holds...

And, finally, to return to Trump-
land on foretelling the future, one
former news anchor who appeared
on Sky News during US election
night coverage declared: “I could-
n’t foresee this result.” Her name?
Krystal Ball.

Nora Johnson’s psychological/
suspense crime thrillers ‘No Way
Back,’ ‘Landscape of Lies,’ ‘Retri-
bution,’ ‘Soul Stealer,’ ‘The De
Clerambault Code’ (www.nora-
johnson.com) available from Ama-
zon in paperback/eBook (€0.99;
£0.99) and iBookstore. All profits
to Costa del Sol Cudeca cancer
charity.

Nora Johnson
Breaking Views
Nora is the author of popular psychological suspense and
crime thrillers and a freelance journalist. 
To comment on any of the issues raised in her column,
go to www.euroweeklynews.com/3.0.15/nora-johnson

Trump’s state visits will fit in nicely
DONALD TRUMP:
Has provoked
massive hysteria
recently.
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NINE years ago two British
expats, Richard and Tony,
were looking for affordable
heating when they stumbled,
accidentally, on a brand of
Norwegian convector heater
that couldn’t be bought in
Spain.

Not only were these
wall-mounted heaters dis-
creet and stylish, but they
were also packed with
‘Es’: efficient, effective
and economical.

Recognising a huge gap
in the market that these at-
tractive affordable heaters
would fill, Richard and
Tony established Neater
Heater which has been heating
the Casas and Apartments of
shivering expats ever since
then.

“We all come out to Spain
for the good weather and
lifestyle,” says Tony “yet
everyone is caught out by the
cold winter nights in their
spectacularly non-insulated
Spanish homes.  We all come
from the UK where we had ra-
diators and fires, and that is

what most British expats still
want. 

A decent oil or gas central
heating system is going to set
you back thousands of euros
just to install it, so most people
opt for unhealthy gas estufas,

or electric heaters. The prob-
lem with most electric heaters,
is that the cheap ones are al-
ways expensive to run, and ug-
ly, whereas any decent ones al-
ways cost a fortune to install.

Neater Heater can have

m o s t
homes up and

running with af-
fordable, stylish, economic
Neater Heaters, for less than

€1,000.  The cost obviously
depends on the size of hose
and the size of heaters. Or they
can be bought individually ac-
cording to your requirements.

Starting out in their home
region of the Costa Blanca
Richard and Tony searched for,
and found, businesses that
were happy to become agents

for Neater Heater.
“We hope to cater for all

types of Customer.” explains
Richard “Some people are
comfortable with computers,
and are quite happy to buy
from our online shop, with free
delivery. But many want to
shop in the traditional way,
look at the heaters and talk to
someone about their require-
ments.

These customers can go to
one of our numerous outlets
from Javea, Moraira, Calpe, all
the way down through
Benidorm, to several around
Torrevieja, Murcia, Antas and

now, we are happy to say, our
latest outlets in the Costa Del
Sol, and in Portugal. 

If you live in certain parts of
the Marina Alta, Torrevieja, or
Murcia, we even have agents
who can visit your home and
offer advice, sales and an in-
stallation service.”

“Our website will let you
know all about our products,
and the FAQ section (Fre-
quently Asked Questions) will
hopefully clear up some ques-
tions you may have. It has an
online shop, and also tells you
the location of the outlet, or
agent, nearest to you.

NEATER HEATER DISTRIBUTORS:
ALMERIA

ANTAS: Lifestyle Enclosures. Tel. 950 459 060

Heaters also available for purchase at our online shop
with free home delivery 

WWW.NEATERHEATER.ES OR
Tel. 634 312 171

Neater Heater stops cold winters spoiling your dream

DISCREET
AND STYLISH: The heaters
are more affordable.





MOJACAR is currently a
dream come true for bikers
as BMW brought more than
300 two-wheeled delights to
town for its 2017 motorbike
presentation.

For the seventh year run-
ning, German event organis-
ers Bike Promotions chose
Mojacar for the European
presentation of BMW’s two-
wheeled vehicles.

Between January and
March, specialist journalists,
motor personalities and mo-

torbike fans spend four days
at the Servigroup Marina
Playa Hotel trying out the
different types of motorbike,
which include road bikes,
racers and cross country ve-
hicles among others. 

Of particular note this year
is a new electric scooter
BMW has presented which
can travel up to 200 kilome-
tres between charges.

Mojacar’s great weather
and the quiet roads in the
area make the town the per-
fect place for these presenta-
tions, the organisers believe.

Not only that but the bik-
ers always receive a warm
welcome, especially from the
local council which can ex-
pect to feature on the front
pages of specialist publica-
tions in the near future.

ARE you a skilled and dri-
ven expat looking for lucra-
tive job opportunities in the
UK that will allow you to
live out your dreams of a life
in Spain? Have you had
trouble finding a position
that offers proper wages for
the hard work you put in? 

Fortunately Cambs Con-
tractors is well aware of the
tough environment many ex-
pats find themselves in
while living in Spain. 

It has dedicated itself to
helping people like you un-
leash your potential, and
earn good money while
you’re at it. 

A family-run business
based in the UK with more
than 40 years’ experience in
haulage and recruitment,
Cambs Contractors is look-
ing for drivers.

It wants to hear from peo-
ple interested in guaranteed,
flexible and profitable work
at a location which suits
them. 

Having lived in Spain

themselves, owner Steve
Ambrose and his family, are
all too familiar with the fi-
nancial plight many expats
can find themselves in.

That is why they have de-
veloped a driver-friendly
employment programme de-
signed to benefit you. 

Average weekly earnings in
the UK are between £800 and
£1,000 per week and many dri-
vers who choose Cambs Con-

tractors go for a few weeks or
months, earn their money
while based near their family
back home, and then return to
Spain with enough cash to sup-
port a life in the sun. 

Interested? Contact Cambs
Contractors today on +44
1487 842165 or +44
7846624312, email them on
info@cavmbscontractors.co.u
k or visit their website
www.cambscontractors.co.uk

ALBERTO GARZON is  the
leader  of  what  remains of
Spain’s defunct Communist par-
ty, Izquierda Unida. 

He protested recently at “intol-
erable” cr i t ic ism of  IU from
some sectors of Podemos.  There
is a patent lack of respect for IU
and the party is constantly belit-
tled, Garzon said.

He complained with good rea-
son, as there is little love lost be-
tween either side. 

The two par t ies  ran on the
same ticket as Unidos Podemos
in the June 2016 general election
- an election that Podemos prac-
tically engineered.

Podemos secretary general
Pablo Iglesias and Garzon had
assumed that  combining their

votes  would make Podemos
Unidos the second-most voted
party.

They were over-optimistic and
were edged into third place with
recriminations on both sides, a
classic case of one plus one mak-
ing something disappointingly
less than two.

Second attempt
PEDRO SANCHEZ, ex-PSOE
secretary general, will compete
in the May primaries.

He announced this in Dos Her-
manas in  Sevi l la ,  a  double
provocation.  

He was on the home ground of
his principal rival, Andalucia’s
regional president Susana Diaz.
He was also cosying up to the
sizeable faction of party mem-
bers in the area still unhappy that
Mariano Rajoy was allowed to
govern. 

“I’ve demonstrated that I don’t
hide in diff icult  moments and

this is the moment to commit,”
said Sanchez who disappeared
from sight after resigning as sec-
retary general and vacating his
parliamentary seat.

He called Sevilla “the heart of
Andaluz and Spanish socialism”
but although Sanchez’s brand of
socialism might suit some parts
of Andalucia, an ersatz Podemos
is the last thing most PSOE vot-
ers want.

Centrepiece
ALBERT RIVERA was comfort-
ably re-elected as president of
Ciudadanos after the party’s last
assembly.  All he needs now are

voters .   I t  is  curious and
unfair that a truly centre
party has comparatively
li t t le support  when elec-
tions come round.  

Rivera’s pragmatism
and f lexibi l i ty  are
lost  on the very
people  they
should attract. 

After all, it is
the voters in the
central  middle
ground with no par-
ticular political ori-
entation who decide
elections, not paid-up
members of the Left
or Right.

PABLO IGLESIAS and Podemos co-founder Iñigo Errejon
continue to spar and disagree on party structure and organi-
sation.  The party supremo grumbles that Errejon wants to
share out Podemos “like a cake” and there’s the rub.  Iglesias
wants all the cake and he wants to eat it, too.

All sliced up

Cassandra Nash
A weekly look
- and not entirely impartial reaction - 
to the Spanish political scene

Sparring partners

Alberto Garzon
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DRIVERS WANTED: For lucrative opportunity.

Support your Spanish dream

A biker’s dream

MOJACAR Council and the Valparaiso
Foundation have welcomed four new artists
who have come to spend two weeks in Mo-
jacar with grants from the two institutions.

Artists Alberto Clerencia and Jesus Moreno,
American photographer Tucker Hollingsworth
and American poet and writer Clare Best are
the latest on a list of 40 people who have visit-
ed Mojacar since the council and the founda-
tion launched their grant scheme in May 2016. 

By the end of this year, more than 70 artists
from all over the world will have been to visit
in the cultural exchange.

To display the work of these and other
artists, the council has set up two exhibition
rooms, one at La Fuente and another at Mo-
jacar Castle, which host more than 20 exhi-
bitions each year.

With its bohemian spirit, Mojacar contin-
ues to serve as a muse for local and interna-
tional artists who paint, photograph and
write about its streets and hidden delights.

The Valparaiso Foundation was founded
by Beatrice and Paul Becket, who moved to
Mojacar in the 60s. The private institution is
dedicated to encouraging artistic creation
and investigation in the field of fine arts, lit-
erature and music.

Encouraging art
By Eleanor Hawkins
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COUNCILS in the Almanzora Valley are cel-
ebrating a provincial agreement to provide
free firefighting services to municipalities
with fewer than 20,000 inhabitants.

Almeria Provincial Council announced that
the agreement had been reached at a plenary
session and the initiative will provide villages
with ways to access the services at no cost to
municipal coffers.

Provincial deputy Javier Aureliano Garcia
explained that Almeria will be the first An-
dalucian province to offer free firefighting
services to small municipalities and said it
was proposed by the president of the provin-
cial council.

To guarantee sufficient staff to cover de-
mand across the Levante, Huercal-Overa, Los
Velez and Almanzora areas, the deputy re-
ported, the Levante firefighters’ consortium
will be taking on an extra 26 firefighters in
the near future.

The news has served to put minds at rest
following months of worry after Albox Coun-
cil decided to discontinue management of the
local fire brigade and pass the responsibility
back to the provincial council.

Good news
for villages
By Eleanor Hawkins 

ALMANZORA VALLEY:
To have free

firefighting services.



THE 34 workers who re-
turned from their Christmas
holidays to find themselves
locked out of their workplace,
a marble factory in Macael,
will have to wait until at least
March 10 to start receiving
benefits.

All but five, who have been
taken on at the nearby
Cosentino factory, continue
turning up at the gates every
morning as they are officially
still employed by Hark Mar-
moles, even though some
have not been paid for more
than six months and it costs
them money to get there.

The good news, workers’
representative Juan Pedrosa
reported, is that they have
started attending conciliation
meetings, a vital process
which will allow them to dis-
sociate themselves from the
company and apply for the
dole.

“We’ll have to go on the
dole and it will take at least
two years for the FOGASA
compensation fund to pay us
what we should have received
for redundancy, €18,000 at
most. It’s not fair, after 20

years working for the German
company they swan off and
we have to wait for the State
to pay us,” the representative
complained.

Hark Marmoles was
launched at Macael industrial
estate more than 25 years

ago. Not long afterwards it
was bought by a German
company which ran it suc-
cessfully for many years.
Everything went wrong, the
workers claim, when it was
sold to administrator Jose An-
tonio Canovas on June 16,
2016.

Although early in January
Canovas stated that the facto-
ry had simply closed for a
few extra days after Christ-
mas for an inventory and
would soon reopen, it never
did.

EWN64 ALBOX & SURROUNDING AREAS9 - 15 February 2017 / Costa de Almería www.euroweeklynews.com

Redundant workers still waiting
By Eleanor Hawkins 
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EVERY DAY: The workers turn up at the factory gates for work.

Some of the
workers have

not been paid
for six months.
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THE Tijola Banco de Libros (book bank) chari-
ty has grown so much, those in charge have had
to officially register it as an association.

The brainchild of Eugenio Garcia Lopez, the
charity began as a small enterprise to collect
old books and send them on to children in need,
mainly in Honduras via Acoes NGO.

Now, due to the increasing frequency of
its activities and the need to continue grow-
ing to help more children access books and
educational material, the charity has offi-
cialised its status.

Garcia Lopez has taken the post of president
and now has a board of directors to assist him
in his charitable work, which is seeing more
and more support as the years go by. This

Christmas, for example, Banco de Libros man-
aged to collect €1,300 in donations from col-
lecting tins in local shops and ticket sales for a
concert by a local musical group.

Local cyclists Jose Ramon Marin and Fran-
cis Gonzalez are also preparing to repeat a
charity cycle challenge they did last year to
raise funds for the Tijola book bank. This year,
the pair intend to cycle from Tijola to Zarautz
in less than 75 hours at the end of June and are
already seeking sponsors.

Onwards and upwards
By Eleanor Hawkins

THREE former councillors of
Arboleas have been found not
guilty of corrupt practice in a
case regarding an illegal building
licence.

The judge at Almeria’s num-
ber two criminal court decided
there was no evidence that Anto-
nio Gallegos, Angel Garcia and
Gines Garcia were aware when
they approved a licence to build
an extension in 2008 that the
home was illegal.

The home owner, rumoured to
be Gallegos’ partner’s sister al-
though the court was unable to
find solid evidence of this, was
also found not guilty as the judge
believed that she bought the
property, on land where building
was not permitted, in good faith.

Not guilty

The charity began as a
small enterprise to col-
lect old books and send

them to children in need.
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Good news for drivers
CAR and lorry owners in Al-
box have had some good
news as they will be saving
on their road tax this year, the
council has announced.

Altogether, under the 2017
budgets approved at the last
council plenary session, local
vehicle owners will be paying
€200,000 less in taxes than
last year. Treasury councillor
Tito Carrillo explained that
car tax will be 12 per cent
lower than in 2016, while lor-
ry tax has dropped 22 per
cent.

The total budget for the
year is €8,430,000 and in-

cludes amounts for a number
of improvement projects on
local streets and municipal
buildings.

Carrillo said: “the budget is

realistic and will meet the re-
alities of Albox, allowing it to
continue growing and face
the most important needs of
local citizens.”

By Eleanor Hawkins

ROAD TAX: Vehicle owners will be paying less.

THE provincial council’s Special Paving Scheme
has seen €120,000 spent on resurfacing the AL-
6402 road in Seron and the AL-9103 in Los Velez.

Both roads get quite busy in the autumn and
winter as they lead to rural and leisure areas, and it
is important to keep them well-maintained as they
are often subjected to low temperatures, snow, ice
and rain, the council said.

Smoother surfaces
MEMBERS of the Young Readers’
Club in Purchena have been present-
ed with 20 copies of Hojas Perdidas
by the Andalucian Youth Institute.

Once they have read the novel, a
mystery for teenagers, the young-
sters will be invited to meet the au-
thor, Emilio Sanchez de Amo, a
teacher from Almeria.

Meet the author
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BRITISH-Spanish televi-
sion show ‘Sun, Sea and
Selling Houses’ will soon
be coming to Channel
Four.  There will  be 20
episodes following the for-
tunes of British families
who have moved to Spain
and become involved in
the real estate business. 

Filming finished in Sep-
tember 2016 in Almeria
and Alicante and the fin-
ished product will  be
shown on daytime TV on
Channel Four. The show
focuses not only on the
everyday adventures of the
real estate business in
Spain but also on the fami-

lies themselves, their ups
and downs and personal
journeys. 

Following such a tumul-
tous year in the UK the
show will  surely be
watched by millions of cu-
rious eyes. Spanish proper-
ty portals have already
clocked up record numbers
of inquiries into property
from British buyers. Many
are thought to be jumping
at the chance to secure a
home in the sun and want
to strike while the iron is
hot. 

More television shows
will  certainly help the
cause.

Home in the sun

CASH buyers are still a major force
in Spain. In fact in the third quarter
of the year they formed quite a sub-
stantial majority. Buying with cash
over mortgages became the domi-
nant mode of doing business in
Spain after the recession. 

Interestingly the trend has contin-
ued despite the property market be-

ing well and truly back on its feet.
That is primarily due to the domi-
nance of foreign buyers, who may
not be in the majority, but are the
country’s most powerful property
contingent in the residential market. 

Sellers on coastal areas will be

pleased to hear that foreign in-
vestors with cash money are ex-
pected to show even more interest
in Spain this year. In 2016 they ac-
counted for around a fifth of all
buyers in the country, but especially
in the Costas and Balearic Islands. 

This year the trend will become
even more pronounced as the in-
creasing number of buyers from
outwith the EU looks set to be the
story of the year. Spain’s Golden
Visa scheme is attracting wealthy
Russian, Arab and Asian investors

looking for a bright property
prospect coupled with an entry to
Europe. 

Coastal prices can be expected to
rise to accommodate this new crop
of elite investors. Good news for all
property owners in coastal Spain. 

By Matthew Elliott Property cash and golden visa 

FOR the seventh year in a row, Hong Kong has
been declared the least affordable city in the
world when it comes to buying a property. An
apartment in the skyscraper city costs more
than 18 times the annual income of an average
household. 

That shocking statistic has actually im-
proved since 2015 when a flat would cost 19
times a salary, but the relationship between in-
come and property prices remains the worst in
the world. 

The findings were published after an exten-
sive survey of over 400 cities by Demographia.
They followed World Bank data and terminolo-
gy. The economic organisation considers a place
where property prices are over 5.1 times the av-
erage salary to be ‘severely unaffordable.’ 

Hong Kong has some of the most expensive
apartments to be found in Asia, given its prime
location near China, but free from the strict
regulations of the People’s Republic. There is
vast wealth but also millions of people who
pay more than 50 per cent of their income to
live in tiny toilet sized capsules on a rooftop
paying over €400 per month.

Hong Kong is way ahead of the competition
in the disparity games, Sydney is a distant but
nonetheless concerning second. The Australian

city has prices 12 times the average annual in-
come, just ahead of Vancouver where the ratio

is 11.8. Hell for inhabitants, but heaven for in-
vestors. 

By Matthew Elliott

Property heaven for investors 

HONG KONG: Has been declared the least affordable city in the world when it comes to buying a property.



IF you want an attractive ornamental tree that al-
so provides fruit, you may consider growing a
loquat tree. Loquats are a handsome tree with
well- structured branching easily maintained
with minimal pruning. The large thick leathery
feather shaped glossy leaves are attractive all
year round. They flower in autumn under the
right conditions and the fruit forms over winter.

I have several different varieties growing for
the fresh loquat fruit that ripens in spring. Spring
is a time when few other fresh fruits are avail-
able off the tree. Different varieties ripen a little
earlier and later allowing the harvest season to
be extended. They are hardy when estab-
lished, needing minimal watering in
summer and provide a heavenly
scent throughout the garden in au-
tumn.

They are not usually a large tree,
tending to be three to five metres
high at maturity with an equal
spread but they can grow to 10 metres
in good soil conditions. They grow well in
natural soils with some compost added and
mixed into the surface soil at planting time.

In colder climates the tree is grown as an or-
namental species. It will not flower without hot

s u m m e r s
and the fruit fails if the frost bites them, but the
tree is hardy. In the warmer Mediterranean cli-
mate they will flower and produce delicious

fruit. The small white flowers are heavily per-
fumed. 

They flower prolifically in autumn, displayed
in bunches in a grape like fashion. This gave rise
to their botanical name Eriobotrya which refers
in Greek to the woolly grape cluster appearance
of the flower panicles forming in groups.

The yellow to orange coloured fruit individu-
ally resemble an apricot. They grow in bunches
however that usually ripen progressively rather

than all at one time. Different varieties have
varying characteristics in colour, size and taste,
but in general they have a smooth skin with deli-
cious flesh, sometimes frustratingly thin, sur-
rounded by a very large seed or multiple seeds in
the centre. 

There is an art to eating them. The easiest way
I have found is to pull or cut off the stem and
squeeze the other end so the inner fruit pops out
without the skin. It takes practice and juicy vari-
eties can be messy for the beginner but handy to
learn if you have a big harvest.

The taste of the fruit is like a scented tropical
flavour. There are various recipes for using the
fruit that have been developed in China, India
and Japan where it has been popular for cen-
turies. The fruit can be used in pie recipes, as
jam or jelly, for sweet sauces, chutneys, and
even to make fruity wine and liqueurs.

The leaves are also used in herbal medicine
for various health benefits taken as a tea and
much research has been done on the leaves’
healing properties.

Trees are readily available in Spain and are
known as nisperos. They are a well-accepted ex-
otic fruit popular in the Mediterranean region
and they grace many country homes and urban
landscapes in Spain.

By Graeme Tyrrell

An ornamental tree with fruit

FRESH FRUIT: Harvesting the Loquats.
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WHEN it comes to getting the
house clean and tidy and shav-
ing time off routines, there’s
nothing like a few good hacks
or tricks. 

• Encourage children to
hang towels up using hooks
shaped like their initials.

• Hang a basket on the side
of the vanity unit to store your
hairdryer, tongs, etc in a con-
venient, easy to reach place.

• For super-sparkly, streak-
free windows, add a few drops
of dishwasher rinse aid to the
water when you wash them.

• To dust venetian blinds,
put a sock over your hand,
dampen and run over each
slat. To clean, simply put the
sock in the washing machine.

• Save elbow grease by us-
ing a baby or facial wipe to
wipe down shower doors.

Organise and conquer



PERSONALLY I believe all
dogs can bite, but they do not
really want to! Here are 10 top
tips to prevent a dog biting you,
or anyone else for that matter!

1. Read the dog’s body sig-
nals - licking, yawning, shaking
as if wet. A dog will do these
things if they begin to get a bit
unsettled. Give your dog the
chance to get away, settle down
and have a quiet moment.

2. Do not expect a growl.
Many dogs decide growling is a
waste of time. Why? Because
when they growl, they get pun-
ished. Instead, they don’t bother
to growl and just bite anyway.

3. Biting is a sign of patience
pushed too far. Some dogs have
lower tolerance than others, of
course, but unless a dog has
learned to bite they would
rather get away from a situa-
tion. 

4. Teach your children well!
Use the free Kennel Club Safe
and Sound game, or buy the
Blue Dog DVD. Get Kendal
Shepherd’s book The Canine
Commandments, a book to help
children understand and be un-
derstood by dogs. Children can-
not read warning signals until
they are older! Do not leave
them unsupervised together.

5. If a dog has bitten once,
they are likely to do it again.
This doesn’t mean you should
panic and rush for euthanasia or

rehoming. Be aware of the situ-
ation that caused the bite and
get professional help.

6. Hugging and kissing can
be threatening to a dog. Obvi-
ous? Not to many. Even if your
dog is used to loving attention
they may not see it that way.

7. Always read the signs.
Dogs can have bad days too!
How can we tell if a dog is in
pain, has a bad tummy, or is re-
ally tired or achy? Usually dogs
will not show the signs until the

pain is extreme. Be ready to
help your dog by taking them to
the vet if you see signs.

8. He only nipped. A snap is
often a deliberate miss. Take
action by getting professional
help now.

9. Get your dog used to peo-
ple and their ways from puppy-
hood, and keep practising!

10. Do not assume that your
dog would never bite. They all
can if they are put in the right
(or wrong!) circumstances.

AFTER spending much of their lives near Adra in
Spain, Scooby, Thomas and Jason are moving with
their homeowners to spend more time in Denmark on
the Western coast.  The three pure white German
Shepherds - Scooby aged eight years, Thomas aged
four years, Jason aged three years - are some of the
domestic pets of a Danish couple who live partly in
Spain. 

Last year the dogs met Bragi, one of our experi-
enced housesitters and after spending two months
with him caring for them at the Spanish villa they
became very fond of him. This year when owner
Maggie decided to move them to Denmark as their
more permanent home she wanted them to be cared
for by an experienced sitter. 

She was happy that Bragi one of the HouseSit-
Match housesitters was available to care for the dogs
while she travelled abroad. Having a familiar hous-
esitter at home with them, meant that she could relax
in the knowledge they were with an experienced pet-
sitter who knows them well. Bragi loves the dogs,
and tel ls  me they are real  characters  each one -
“They’re great fun to care for!” he said. 

Do you need a house or petsitter? Get in touch.
Housesitting can be a win-win for both parties, free
house and pets i t t ing,  and the experienced and
checked sitters get free accommodation!  Register as
either housesitter or homeowner now with a 20 per
cent off introductory offer using coupon code PER-
FECT20.   To f ind a  house or  pets i t ter  go to
www.HousesitMatch.com.

Housesitting can be a win-win for both parties,
free house and petsitting and the experienced and

checked sitters get free accommodation! 
To find a petsitter go to 

www.HousesitMatch.com or call Lamia on 
00 44 (0) 777 214 2742.

Dogs are moving
back to Denmark

Stop your dog biting

PETS PAGE
www.euroweeklynews.com
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Listen to David on TRE every Saturday 10am to 11am
Costa del Sol (Gibraltar/Sotogrande) 98.7fm
(San Roque to Calahonda) 91.9fm 
(Calahonda to Motril) 88.9, Costa Calida 92.7fm
Costa Blanca (Torrevieja to Elche) 105.1fm 
(Elche to Calpe) 88.2fm, (Calpe to Gandia & Ibiza)
104.6fm,
(Denia to Valencia) 95.3fm 
Mallorca 103.9fm

David THE Dogman

READ THE SIGNS:
Dogs can have
bad days too!

YJ
PT
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THE new Night Manager? Here’s your
first look at James Norton in BBC One’s
international thriller McMafia.

The first official picture from the up-
coming thriller ominously takes place at a
funeral, where Alex Godman (Norton) and
his mum (Maria Shukshina) are faced with
an unspeakable tragedy.

The ghosts from his family’s past are
never truly gone and they lead Alex down
a very dark and potentially-treacherous
path. Along with this preview photo, BBC
One has also released a brand new synop-
sis: ‘As the English-raised son of Russian
exiles with a mafia history, Alex has spent
his life trying to escape the shadow of that
criminal past, building his own legitimate
business and forging a life with his girl-
friend Rebecca (Juliet Rylance). 

What starts out as a story of survival
and revenge becomes an epic  ta le  of  a

man’s struggle against the lures of corrup-
tion in the modern world and in himself.

McMafia is impressive and intimate,
glamorous and gritty, global in scale and

forensic in detail.’ Like previous BBC One
hit The Night Manager, McMafia is itself
based on a hit book - in this case a non-
fiction bestseller written by Misha Glenny. 

The wri ter  br inging McMafia  to  the
small screen is none other than Hossein
Amini ,  who wrote  the Ryan Gosl ing
thriller Drive and actually adapted Night
Manager author John le Carré’s Our Kind
of Traitor for the big screen. McMafia is
being f i lmed this  year  in  London and
Croatia. No premiere date has been an-
nounced yet.

If you would like me to answer any ques-
tions you may have on satellite TV or to
expand on anything I have written about
please call me on 678 332 815 or email
richard@europa-digital.com. I look for-
ward to your comments and questions.
Don’t forget to listen to my radio show
every weekday from 10am on Spectrum
96.1 & 106.8FM, now covering almost

3000sq kms of Costa Almeria and Calida
or listen online at costaalmeria.spec

trumfm.net for the latest news and views
from the world of satellite television.

Richard Shanley

OF EUROPA DIGITAL

Dishing the Dirt

Escaping the shadow of a criminal
past, a story of survival and revenge

McMAFIA: An epic tale of a man’s struggle against corruption.
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ALMERIA BUILDERS:
Fully Legal, Fully In-
sured, All Work Guaran-
teed.  659 685 133
www.almeriabuilders.com
(246230)

CARS Wanted For Cash.
Classic Cars & Land
Rovers, Range Rovers,
Defenders & Discover-
ies. Please call: 659 685
133 (245913)

MOTOR INSURANCE.
For the most competi-
tive quotes in English
cal l  L inea Directa on
902 123 309, you could
save as much as 30%
and you can transfer
your existing no claims
bonus. Cal l  L inea Di-
recta on 902 123 309
for motor insurance
with a human voice in
Engl ish from Monday
to Friday 9am to 6pm
and save money now!
(200726)  

GET YOUR business no-
ticed online! Make sure
that expats in Spain can
find your product, service,
restaurant, bar or shop.
Contact Spain’s newest
and brightest online direc-
tory TODAY. Call 952 561
245 or email mark.w@eu
roweeklynews.com for
more details.

WE ARE currently the
market leader in our
country in the sale of di-
rect car, motorbike,
home and company
fleet insurance. Since
we started out in 1995,
our philosophy has al-
ways been to offer an
excellent service with
the best prices in the
market. For the most
competitive quotes in
English, call Linea Direc-
ta on 902 123 309.
(200726)

THE FIVE BONE HO-
TEL, TURRE. Little
dogs 6 euros, medium
dogs 6.75 euros, big
dogs 7.50 euros, cats
from 5.25 euros a day .
630 234 556 /
the5bonehotelturre@gm
ail.com  New opening
hours Mon-Sat 9.30-
12.30 and 18.00 – 19.00
Sundays 9.30-10.30
(245968)

THE FIVE BONE HO-
TEL TURRE DOG
grooming salon is get-
ting very busy.  Anita
asks all clients to please
book well in advance to
avoid disappointment
662 344 734 or
the5bonehotelturre@gm
ail.com   New opening
hours Mon-Sat 9.30-
12.30 nd 18.00 – 19.00
Sundays 9.30-10.30
(245968)

KNOWLES PLUMB-
ING. No 1 for plumb-
ing! Central heating, so-
lar hot water and water
deposits. Tel: 950 137
197 or 606 807 797
(245365)

AIR CONDITIONING

AUCTIONS

BUILDERS

CAR CLEANING

CARS WANTED

COMPUTERS

DRAINAGE

DRAINS

HOME FURNISHINGS

INSURANCE INSURANCE

INTERNET

LANGUAGE CLASSES

MOTORING

PETS

PLUMBING SERVICES

PETS

2ND HAND FURNITURE

INSURANCE

www.euroweeklynews.com
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For daily news visit
www.euroweeklynews.com

MOTOR HOMES

PERSONALLOGS FOR SALEFITNESS

For daily news visit
www.euroweeklynews.com



FULLY Insured UK/Spain Re-
movals & Storage, UK Trad-
ing Standards Approved
www.indalotransport.com
634 33 64 68 or Freep-
hone Uk 0800 999 33
68  

ARE you self motivat-
ed and hard work-
ing? We are looking
for administration/
telesales candidates.
Experience not es-
sential as full train-
ing is given.  Applica-
tions by email with
full CV should be sent
to recruitment@eu
roweeklynews.com

WE ARE looking for a
full time local re-
porter for the Alme-
ria edition of our
newspaper. Candi-
dates must have rel-
evant experience and
Spanish is a bonus.
Please contact me for
further details  jack
i e @ e u r o w e e k
lynews.com

SOLAR WIND POWER
SOLUTIONS. Over 15
years installation experi-
ence. Established 12
years in Spain. Call Phil
for competitive prices
on 636 261 240 or email
info@sunergyalmeria.com 

GENECO Pool construc-
tion. Tel 950 478 086
for no obligation quote

FLOOR AND WALL
TILING SPECIALIST Not
a jack of all trades, just
a master of one! Call
Steve Holman on 697
678 708 (246098)

WATERWELLS/BORE
HOLES , free prelimi-
nary survey with “Mi-
nas” and “Medio ambi-
ente” regarding licence
application.  Compre-
hensive quote prior to
site visit. Email en-
quiries: info@wellsin
spain.com Web site:
www.wellsinspain.com
(251398)

Readers of a sensi-
tive disposition may
find some of the ad-
vertisements in this
section offensive.

SOFIA 36 years, Big
Boobs, Great Body, Ac-
commodating. All Ser-
vices. Works Alone.
English Speaking.
Home/Hotel Visits. Gar-
rucha area. – 605 980
119 (250485)

VIAGRA/Kamagra/Cialis/
Weight loss pil ls the
best prices in Spain!
BUY ONE GET ONE
FREE on certain items.
Order securely &
discreetly online:
www . c o s t a p i l l s . n e t
Postal Nationwide deliv-
ery sales@costapills.net
(253176)

VIAGRA, cialis, kamagra
all areas 672 883 025.
Viagra4you19@gmail.com
(250482)

REMOVALS/STORAGE

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT SOLAR ENERGY

SWIMMING POOLS

TILING

WATER WELLS

XXX RELAXATION

XXX RELAXATION

PETS

PLUMBERS

PROPERTY FOR SALE
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THE world’s  most  popular  cars  in
2016 have been revealed. Despised by
Jeremy Clarkson, the Toyota Camry
took 10th spot  with more than
660,000 registrations last year. It was
bested by Japanese rival the Honda
Civic which sold some 668,000 new
cars courtesy of rave reviews. 

The Volkswagen Polo and Toy-
ota  RAV4 both
clocked

up more than 700,000 new registra-
tions across the world. The Golf saw
almost a million registrations while
Ford managed around 1.6 mil l ion
with the F-Series  and Focus com-
bined. 

Toyota’s Corolla shifted almost 1.3
mil l ion new cars ,  making i t  the
most  popular  model  in
the world.

The Japanese firm counts three of the
top 10 most popular cars as its own. 

Interestingly at the same time Volk-
swagen has officially overtaken Toy-
ota as the world’s biggest car manu-
facturer.  The Germans produced a

s tagger-

ing 10.3 million units in 2016, over
100,000 more than Toyota. VW has
benefited from a strong ad campaign
in China where the fall out from the
emissions scandal has had very little
impact.

Clarkson
Quote of the Week

"Whenever I'm suffering from insomnia I just look at a picture of a Toyota
Camry and I'm straight off." Some might say... 

Motoring shorts

BEING a crash test dummie
may well be more appealing
than commuting into Lon-
don each day. Which is why
Volvo is recruiting British
volunteers to test drive its
new autonomous 4x4. 

The trial is targeting busy
professionals who drive into
west  London but  would
rather while away the hours
working than moseying
along at a snails pace. 

‘Drivers’ will be able to
work on their  laptops or
make calls while the car us-
es 3D maps,  sensors,  and
GPS to navigate its way to
the capital. The XC-90 will
come at a steep price and a
similar trial is already un-
derway in Gothenburg.

The cars can drive legal-
ly on motorways and dual
carriageways at present,
but  drivers wil l  have to

take over full control once
in the city limits.  

Volvo’s 
volunteers

By Matthew Elliott 

MOST POPULAR: The
Toyota Corolla.

World’s favourite cars
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What documents do I
need to take in my car?
WHEN you drive a vehicle on
Spain’s roads, it is compulsory
for you to carry certain docu-
ments with you in the vehicle.

The ITV Card
Official document which re-

lates to the technical inspection
of the vehicle, the Inspección
Técnica de Vehículos, or ITV.

ITV Report
Once your vehicle is four

years old it will have to under-
go the mandatory ITV test. The
ITV report details what hap-
pened during that inspection.

Permiso de Circulacion
The Permiso de Circulacion

is similar to what we might re-
fer to as the log book for a vehi-
cle, which contains information

such as the number plate, the
vehicle owner and other details.

There are also some docu-
ments which are not compulso-
ry, but it is advisable that you
carry them with you too.

Insurance Policy
Carrying the insurance poli-

cy is NOT compulsory as the
information is contained on a
central computer, however, if
you are involved in an incident
you will need to know your
policy details for the Accident
Agreement.

It is mandatory that the docu-
ments you carry are the origi-
nals, not photocopies. The only
copy allowed is one stamped
and certified by a Notary. 

ROAD TEST by Nick Fletcher

SUZUKI’S original S-Cross
just didn’t look as sharp or
as classy as its main rival,
the Nissan Qashqai .  But
now a new version of the S-
Cross  is  avai lable ,  and
Suzuki has addressed those
styling issues.

New S-Cross has a big-
ger, bolder and much more
noticeable front end, giving
the model greater road pres-
ence, and inside there is a
softer feel and more classy
look to the dashboard and
upgraded fabrics  for  the
seats. 

The revised styling comes
together  well  and widens
the market for this type of

car, which tends to appeal
to more image-conscious
buyers.

Under the bonnet, the old
1.6 litre petrol engine has
gone,  replaced by tur-
bocharged 1.0 or 1.4 l i tre
units, with the smaller one
offering less horsepower yet
del iver ing bet ter  perfor-
mance,  and with reduced
emissions and fuel  con-
sumption.

The new 1.4 does better
s t i l l  in  the pul l ing power
stakes as well  as offering
138 hp and a  l i t t le  more
economy than the previous
1.6 litre engine. There is al-
so a 1.6 litre 118 hp diesel

and four  wheel  dr ive is
available as an option with
all the engines. 

S-Cross  pr ices  s tar t  a t
€17,612 (£14,999) for a 1.0
litre in SZ4 trim that comes
with Bluetooth, digital ra-
dio,  a i r  condi t ioning,  16
inch alloy wheels,  heated
door  mirrors  and seven
airbags. 

The mid-range SZ-T level
adds satell i te navigation,
dual zone climate control,
front and rear parking sen-
sors, rear parking camera,
rear privacy glass,  bigger
alloys and LED headlights. 

The top-spec S-Cross SZ5
features extra kit including

leather tr im, heated front
seats, large opening glass
sunroof and alloy roof rails
among an extensive stan-
dard features list. 

My SZ5 4x4 test  model
cost €27,332 (£23,279) and
had the 1.0 litre engine and
6-speed manual gearbox. 

I found the S-Cross very
pleasant to drive - smooth,
quiet and responsive, with
composed cornering and a
comfortable ride. 

Add that to its attractive
new look and Suzuki's ex-
cellent reliability record and
it is clear that the S Cross is
now a very strong competi-
tor in the SUV sector.

New Suzuki S-Cross

MODEL: Suzuki SX4 S-Cross SZ5 4x4
ENGINE: 1.0 litre petrol engine, 

TRANSMISSION: 6-speed manual
PERFORMANCE: 0-100 km 10.2 seconds

ECONOMY: 17.8 kmpl (50.4 mpg)
combined

EMISSIONS: 127 g/km 

Stats:

S-CROSS: Classier look.





CALENDAR OF
EVENTS:

•  Fol lowing last  week-
end’s opening Six Nations
Rugby Union wins by Eng-
land (19-16 v France), Scot-
land (27-22 v Ireland) and
Wales 33-7 v Italy), the sec-
ond round of matches fea-
ture  I ta ly v Ireland and
Wales v England on Satur-
day, followed 24 hours later
by France v Scotland… all
live on TV.

•  Moving to the other
code of rugby, and the
2017 Super  League
starts tonight with St
Helens v Leeds Rhi-
nos fol lowed tomor-
row by Cast leford-
Leigh and
Widnes-Hud-
dersfield with
S a l f o r d -
Wigan and
C a t a l a n
D r a g o n s -
Wa r r i n g t o n
playing on
Saturday.

•Meanwhile,
the former
Hull FC player
and Hull  KR
chairman and
coach, Colin
Hutton,  has
died aged 90.

•  Satur-
day’s  PL
f o o t b a l l
matches in-
clude Arse-
nal (4th) ver-
sus Hull City

(18th), recent conquerors of
Liverpool  (5th)  who play
Spurs  (2nd)  and Burnley
versus leaders and in-form
Chelsea, who comfortably
beat the Gunners last Satur-
day to go 10 points clear at
the top of the table.

•  On Sunday,  i t ’s
Bournemouth,  whose last
game ended in a 6-3 defeat
at  Everton,  against  Man-
chester City (4th) who beat
Swansea 2-1 last  Sunday
with a 92nd Jesus goal. Rel-
egation-threatened Crystal
Palace (19th) visit  Stoke,
Sunderland (bottom), who
walloped hapless  Crystal
Palace 4-0 at Selhurst Park
in their  las t  game,  meet
Southampton and Swansea
(17th)  take on s t ruggl ing
Leicester  who were out-

played when losing 3-0 to
Manchester United last Sun-
day.

• In the Championship to-
morrow night ,  Sheff ield
Wednesday (6th) play Birm-
ingham, followed on Satur-
day by Brighton (2nd)  v
Burton Albion,  Wolves v
leaders Newcastle, Derby v
Bristol City, Leeds (4th) v
Cardiff ,  QPR v Hudders-
f ie ld (5th)  and Reading
(3rd) v Barnsley.

•  I t ’s  Peterborough v
Sheffield United (top) and
Scunthorpe (2nd) v Shrews-
bury in FL2; there’s a De-
von derby in FL2 involving
Plymouth (2nd) and Exeter
and north of  the border,
Celtic play Inverness CT,
Hearts  meet holders Hibs
and Morton take on Rangers

in 5th round Scottish Cup-
ties.

•  Here in  La Liga,  Real
Madrid (top by a point) visit
Osasuna and Alaves wel-
come Barcelona (2nd) on
Saturday, and Sevilla (3rd)
go to Las Palmas on Sun-
day.

• And don’t forget that the
first legs of eight Champi-
ons League quarter-f inal
ties take place on February
14/15, with 16 first leg en-
counters in the round of 32
in the Europa League next
Thursday.

•  Two golf  tournaments
start today - the AT/T-Pro-
am at Pebble Beach and the
Maybank Championship in
Kuala Lumpur.

•  Tomorrow, the f i rs t
round of tennis’s Federation
Cup gets  underway at
venues al l  over the world
while  on Monday four
WTT tour  events  com-

mence in Argentina,
Holland (Rotter-
dam),  USA
(Memphis/Ten-

nessee) and Qatar (Doha).
• And the Swedish motor

rally also begins tomorrow
morning in Varmland

FACT FILE:
•  The Wil l iams s is ters ,

queens of the tennis courts,
are  now close to  winning
(banking)  an incredible
£100m in combined career
prize money. Following her
recent Australian victory,
Serena has earned £67m
while Venus has collected
£29m.

•  Of the 6,675 interna-
tional cricket matches ever
played, only New Zealand
(who lost eight batsmen for
f ive runs v Austral ia  in  a
1946 Test) have scored few-
er runs for the loss of that
many wickets  than Eng-
land’s recent collapse in In-
dia when eight players dis-
missed for just eight runs in
the final T20 encounter last
week. Back in 1979, Eng-
land lost eight wickets for
11 runs against the West In-
dies.

• Gianfranco Zola has fi-
nally celebrated his first win
as Birmingham City’s man-
ager… 1-0 over Fulham.

•  Napoli  have recorded
their biggest-ever Serie ‘A’
away win… 7-1 at Bologna.

•  Cel t ic  are  27 points
clear of Aberdeen at the top
of the SPL (67-43); Inver-
ness  CT are bot tom with

just 18. The biggest points-
margin by a championship
winning team is  31,
achieved by PSG in France
last season. Celtic won the
SPL in 2013-14 by 28
points.

• Cameroon beat Egypt 2-
1 in  the f inal  of  las t  Sun-
day’s  African Cup of  Na-
tions. 

•  GB’s tennis team beat
Canada 3-2 by default in the
first round of the Davis Cup
in Ottowa af ter  the host
player  Denis  Shapovalov
smashed a ball into the face
of the umpire when two sets
and a break down in the de-
ciding game against  Kyle
Edmund. Next up for GB is
a match against France.

• A crowd of 72,000 (with
millions more watching on
TV) saw the New England
Patriots storm back from a
25-point deficit to beat At-
lanta Falcons 34-28 to win
the Super Bowl for a fifth
time in Houston, Texas.

•  Spain’s Sergio Garcia
won the Dubai Golf classic
– his  f i rs t  major  pr ize in
three years.

•  And f inal ly  manager
Jose Mourinho says “Man-
chester United deserved to
win every game they’ve
drawn this season.”  Reply:
They would have done i f
they’d scored more goals
than their opponents!

Tony Matthews
International Sports
A former player and now the world’s most
prolific author of football books with al-
most 150 published since 1975, Tony is al-
so the sports correspondent for Spectrum
Radio and lives on La Pilica in the Sierra
Cabrera Mountains overlooking Turre.

Costa de Almeria

Chelsea win again – so do England,
Scotland, Wales, GB and the Patriots

DID YOU KNOW?
Spain (16 wins, 11 defeats) and Italy (12/15) share the
record for appearing in most European/Champions
League Cup finals: 1956-2016. 
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SCOTLAND v IRELAND: Stuart Hogg’s second try.

FIRST MATCH
WIN: For
England in the
Rugby Six
Nations.
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ON Thursday February 2
the 19th Hole Golf Society
made i ts  way north to the
Lorca Golf Resort to play
its qualifier for the forth-
coming ‘Ryder Cup’ compe-
t i t ion with another  local
golf society.

Nigel Greenwood played
way beyond his handicap by

scoring a massive 43 points
taking the win very com-
fortably. Vince Swain also
exceeded his own expecta-
tions scoring 39 points to
secure second place with
much improved Mike
Palmer taking third spot
with an impressive 37
points.

THE first major trophy of 2017 saw
the New Year Cup, a two leg aggre-
gate Stableford competition, take
place with the first leg on Monday
January 23 and the second leg on
Friday January 27.

The first leg had been postponed
from Friday 20 due to  the bad
weather experienced that week. On
Monday it was nice to see the sun
return, although the course was still
drying out from last week’s rain. The
top 10 players had all to play for in
the second leg,  being within four
points of each other.

1st Mark Newall 37 pts on a card
play off

2nd Norman Whibley 37 pts
3rd Chris Tyler 36 pts on a card

play off
On Friday the nerves of the first

round leaders were on show as the
wind increased during the round,
which resulted in a three-way tie on
the day.

1st Dave Simpson 35 pts on a card
play off

2nd Bil l  Prat t  35 pts  on a  card

play off
3rd Norman Ridgway 35 pts
The overall  aggregate placings

were as follows:
1st Norman Ridgway 69 pts and

winner of the New Year Cup

2nd Derek Manning 68 pts on a
card play off

3rd Peter Death 68 pts
For further information log on to

the club’s website aguilonmembers
club.com.

Aguilon play New Year Cup

OVERALL WINNER: Of the New Year Cup, Norman Ridgway (centre).

19th Hole Golf Society

A crowd of 72,000 saw the New England Patriots storm back from a 25-point
deficit to beat Atlanta Falcons 34-28 to win the Super Bowl for a fifth time.

ON a lovely early February
day at Aquilon GC, a good
Forum Golf Society field
turned out for a double par
medal  competition.

An outstanding round of
nett 68 gave Kevin Bircher a
well deserved win. Trailing in
his wake was John Bridgen in
second place with 73. 

Five players, all with a
score of 74, in third to seventh
place, were Steve Vine, Max
Gonzales, Malcolm Tilley,
Richard Price and Sandra Vin-
cent. In eighth place was By-
ron Sherlock on 76, ninth was

Alan Croft on 77 and 10th
was Bob Vincent on 78.

Nearest the pin prizes went
to Brian Gyer and Gill Vine.
Nearest the pin in two was
Mike Chaston and longest dri-
ves were Steve Vine, off the
yellow tees, and David Frost
off the red/blue tees.

The society’s next event is
a stableford competition at
Valle del Este GC on Febru-
ary 17. The next report will
confirm some recent changes
to the organisation at the Fo-
rum Golf Society with new
contact details.

A dominating win
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