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Police are warning people of a
holiday rental scam using pop-
ular website Airbnb to reel
people in. 

The warning comes after
one couple came forward to
tell the story of how they were
duped into believing they were
renting an apartment through
the credible site, when in reali-
ty they were being swindled
out of over €2,000. 

This is a highly intelligent
operation, with some tricksters
hijacking the identities of exist-
ing Airbnb hosts in a bid to de-
ceive guests. Investigators are
calling for prudence from users
booking online, particularly in
the face of Semana Santa.

As well as using Airbnb, the
con artists are flooding popular
rental websites with beautiful
photos of apartments at very
competitive prices.  Punters are
lured in by the apparent credi-
bility of the deals available on
the websites. It is at this point
that the fraudsters use false
emails to trick the cash out of
unsuspecting users. 

Police have tracked many of
the criminals involved to coun-
tries in Eastern Europe and
Africa, but some have learnt to
cover their tracks, using servers
which allow them to quickly
delete all evidence. 

Authorities are encouraging
people to check and double
check every interaction when
booking rental properties this

year. Try to talk directly to the
advertiser, rather than relying
on email or WhatsApp.

Credible owners will never
ask you for copies of passports

or driving licences, and Airbnb
will never ask you to make
payments outside of the web-
site through the likes of West-
ern Union or Moneygram. 

Rental racket
By Francesca Souter

Holidaymakers warned over Airbnb scam

BE AWARE: If it’s too good to be true, it probably is.
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LOCAL NEWS

KING FELIPE is to receive
Francina Armengol, president
of the Balearic Islands admin-
istration alongside Joan Punset
Miro, grandson of the artist
Joan Miro, at la Zarzuela
palace in Madrid today (Thurs-

day March 30). Miro is respon-
sible for management of his fa-
mous grandfather’s artworks
and legacy, with the Miro fami-
ly having in 2015 renounced
their rights to the Spanish
‘brand’ created by Joan.

Royal visit

THE ministry of tourism is continuing progress on their Better
in Winter campaign, most recently through the Balearic
tourism agency (ATB). The group are cutting the number of
travel fairs that focus on summer season tourism from 38 to
24. Tourism councillor, Biel Barcelo, said that summer
tourism is already more than sufficient.

Less promotions 

UNREST amongst prisoners in Mallorca penitentiary led
to a major incident whereby after setting fire to items in
his cell, one of the prisoners attacked a number of offi-
cers, threatening to kill them and trying to bite them with
at least one requiring hospital treatment due to injuries
sustained during the fracas.

Prison unrest

Hidden weapons
stash unearthed

A MAN has been taken into custody in Pal-
ma de Mallorca after National Police inves-
tigators discovered an arsenal of weaponry
at his place of work.

The cache included a Russian assault ri-
fle with precision telescopic sight, a ma-
chine gun, a hand gun, smoke bomb, and a
selection of knives and daggers.

More than 400 rifle cartridges, 100 9mm

cartridges, 20 shotgun cartridges of differ-
ent calibres, two handgun clips, two hand
grenade casings, a fuse and other paramili-
tary items were also seized.

The weapons were found during an in-
spection of a vehicle workshop located on
the Son Castello industrial estate.

According to the police statement, inves-
tigators were suspicious that foreign nation-
als may have been working as mechanics
despite lacking any form of training.

The premises in question were thus
checked by a team comprising officials
from the Ministry of Employment, Social
Security and the Interior Ministry.

Two undocumented Senagalese immi-
grants were found to be employed with-
out work permits, but that case has been
temporarily shelved while detectives as-
certain the origin and intended use of
the guns, ammunition, and other
weapons.

By Matt Ford

ARSENAL OF WEAPONRY: Included rifle cartridges, handgun clips and other paramilitary items.

Photos by Policia Nacional 
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Torrent of
funding
THE Balearic government has sub-
stantially increased its investment into
the maintenance of waterways after
large amounts of rainfall lead to dam-
ages and flooding across the island. 

The council approved the ministry
of environment and agriculture’s pro-
posal for a €2.4 million investment
into the cleaning of stream and
riverbeds over the next two years. 

The goal is to maintain standards
and reduce the risk of flooding such as
that seen in January. Many in parlia-
ment blamed the flood issues on a
lack of funding from the regional gov-
ernment for maintenance, with the
2016 budget a mere €470,000. 

Campos was one of the areas se-
verely affected by the winter, and the
town hall sent a letter months before
the heavy rainfall highlighting their
concerns. The work is set to begin
soon, and will include the removal of
vegetation and selected trees, plus
residues and other materials which ob-
struct water flow.

Green light for
mountain
projects
THE Council of Mallorca will allocate
just over €800,000 to projects based
in the Serra de Tramuntana mountain
range. Grants will fund restoration
projects and maintenance of the cul-
tural landscape. 

In addition, subsidies will be allo-
cated to aid in the control of the bac-
terium Xylella fastidiosa, also known
as olive Ebola. Half of the funding
will be shared among town councils,
and the other portion will be handed
to individuals and organisations. 

An additional €30,000 will fund the
promotion of land stewardship in order
to prevent properties from remaining un-
used and deteriorating. Partial ownership
of such properties would temporarily be
given to those who in return will protect
and maintain them.  

Crazy car chase
AN unlicensed 21-year-old driver
lead police on a high speed, seven
kilometre chase in Palma.

The man was driving a BMW
Cabriolet as he ran red lights, zoomed
across footpaths and careered down

one-way streets in the wrong direc-
tion. His pursuers had to take a step
back to protect the safety of nearby
pedestrians and cyclists, but the sus-
pect was arrested shortly after return-
ing home.

Daylight depravity
A VIDEO recorded by a nearby driver

aided in the arrest by the Llucmajor
police of a drunken man assaulting his
girlfriend while inside his car.

The woman tried to leave the scene
as several passers-by alerted police
that her partner was punching her and
dragging her back into the vehicle by
her hair. The victim refused to file a
complaint but police are still investi-
gating.   

Out of danger
AN 18-month-old boy who
was rushed to Son Espases hospital
af ter  being s t rangled by a  rope
is  reportedly making clear
improvements  and is  out  of
danger.

The boy accidental ly  wrapped
himself  in  par t  of  a  chi ld’s
cl imbing game while  at  nursery,
and was found unconscious
with the rope around his
neck.

He was released from the hospital
after over a week of care.TWO Romanian mercenaries have been arrested for their in-

volvement in pressuring and threatening witnesses in the
Cursach trial. Investigators detected the first known move-
ments of witness tampering attempts, including the two
men’s threatening messages, earlier this week and quickly
made the arrests.  

Both men were promptly put before Judge Penalva, who is
presiding over the entire trial. A third man, Tito’s nightclub’s
former head, also testified regarding threats against witnesses
and remains in custody. 

Even though all measures have been taken to protect the
identity of witnesses, many involved fear most of them are
already known within the industrial community. This is the
first known case in Mallorca of the hiring of thugs to intimi-
date witnesses. Investigators hope the tactics do not work
and witnesses do not become scared and change their state-
ments.   

Judge Penalva and the inspectors working on the case
have assured witnesses that the government is doing all they
can to protect them, and lines of communication are open. 

Witness intimidation in Cursach

The number of individual organ donors per million
Spanish people last year, reinforcing the nation’s
global leadership and outstripping the EU (19.6)
and US (26.6) averages.

Postscr ipt  to  ponder
43.4

SPANISH FACTS OF LIFE...7

A BITE-SIZED sample of the natural wonders in store for
budding adventurers.

Mountain high
TWO of the most iconic NPs are found in the peaks of the
Aragonese and Catalan Pyrenees, where the Ordesa y Monte
Perdido and Aigüestortes i Estany de Sant Maurici NPs offer
wild scenery filled with deep, glacial valleys, lakes and a
myriad of crystal-clear streams.

Equally memorable hiking and mountain biking can be ex-
perienced in the Picos de Europa, Sierra Nevada, and Sierra
de Guadarrama NPs, in Asturias, Andalucia, and
Madrid/Castile y Leon, respectively.

Wildlife wonderland
FOR those seeking a salty flavour alongside world class bird-
watching, the Atlantic Islands of Galicia NP offers some of
the most important seabird colonies in Europe. In the
Mediterranean, the Cabrera Archipelago Maritime-Terrestrial
NP in the Balearics has one of the best-preserved coastal
landscapes and is home to many birds and endemic plants,
plus endangered marine species including turtles and whales.

For a spot of continental twitching, head to the Tablas de
Daimiel NP, a restored wetland on the otherwise arid plains
of Castile-La Mancha, combined with a tour of the nearby
Cabañeros NP, the most well-preserved remaining example
of Iberian Mediterranean forest. 

Alternatively, check out the one of the planet’s largest
black vulture colonies at Monfragüe NP in Extremadura, or

see lynx or birdlife in Doñana NP, Andalucia.

THE remaining four NPs are all in the
Canary Islands, where ramblers can
visit the active and imposing 3,718-
metre volcano Mount Teide, the na-
tion’s highest summit.

A volcanic influence is also conspic-
uous in La Palma’s Caldera de Taburi-
ente NP which was formed via ero-
sion, while on Lanzarote the
Timanfaya NP has unique ‘Martian’

l a n d s c a p e
formed of so-
lidified lava.

But finally,
perhaps the
most unique
among Spain’s national treasures be-
longs to the island of La Gomera,
where the Garajonay NP ranks among
the world’s best example of laurisilva,

a humid subtropical forest that domi-
nated southern Europe millions of
years ago.

Life on Mars

With 15 National Parks (NPs) covering an area of more than 325,000 hectares, Spain offers extra-
ordinary landscapes and wildlife in addition to its more famous touristic charms. From snow-
capped mountains to unspoilt archipelagos and alien-like lava flows, the state-protected natural
spaces showcase the nation’s spectacular diversity.

Call of the wild

Timanfaya.

Picos de Europa.

Aigüestortes i Estany de Sant Maurici.
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A GANG of mainly Romanians
believed to have broken into more
than 90 commercial buildings
throughout Spain has been arrest-
ed near Madrid by officers who
seized  stolen items worth
€96,000 together with firearms,
six vehicles, 44 mobile phones,
2,000 metres of copper cable,  49
new tyres and €785.

No deals
DISARMAMENT of the ETA
must be unconditional according
to Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy
who underlined his belief by say-
ing that “there is no negotiation
with terrorists,” a belief shared by
Socialist Group spokesperson An-
tonio Hernando. 

Food swoop
EIGHTEEN tons of food and
6,000 litres of drinks - all out of
date, counterfeit, unlabelled or im-
properly labelled - have been
seized in Melilla following shop
and warehouses checks. 

Mars goal
A NEW political party has
emerged in Catalan whose prima-
ry focus is the conquest of Mars.
‘Alternativa’ claim Spanish poli-
tics has taken a backwards step
and they want to distance them-
selves from rivals through space
exploration and by not supporting
the local independence referen-
dum.

Time to pay
up 
A GALICIA court has ordered low-
cost airline Vueling to pay a dis-
abled passenger €4,000 compensa-
tion after hearing that she was
refused boarding for a return flight
back to Chile because of claims her
wheelchair was too heavy. 

What a find
THE tomb of an Egyptian noble
has been found near Aswan by
Spanish archaeologists who have
been excavating locally for nearly
10 years. Believed to date back
nearly 4,000 years a number of
tomb ornaments were discovered
along with the mummy. 

WITH a population of just under 100,000, Girona city with several
rivers flowing through it is pleasant to visit especially given its
proximity to Barcelona.

For fans of author Dan Brown and adherents to the search for
the Holy Grail, Girona has an important part to play in decipher-
ing its whereabouts and also with helping identify with what it is.

According to those who believe that the Grail was cared for by
the Cathars in France prior to their massacre, there appear to be
many similarities in their bases in the Languedoc to buildings in
Girona.

Urban myths suggest that Salvador Dali, Howard Hughes and
Jean Cocteau were part of a secret society which understood the
meaning of the Grail. Several books by Patrice Chaplin, former
wife of Charlie Chaplin’s son, confirm this shared belief.

What might once have been dismissed as nonsense has attracted
interest from the University of West London which has helped re-
search and develop a new pan-European Holy Grail tourist route
which takes in Girona, a city that traces its establishment back to
79BC.

on SPAIN
Around the nation in 7 stories

e yeGang
busted

Postcard
from
GIRONA

• Sergio Ramos, Footballer, March 30
Spanish footballing legend Sergio
Ramos is a long time fixture of both
Real Madrid and the Spanish national
team, joining both in 2005. He played a
key role in Spain’s World Cup win in
2010 and was named La Liga’s best
defender for four consecutive years
from 2012 to 2015. 
• Ewan McGregor, Actor, March 31, 46
Scottish actor McGregor shot to fame
in his portrayal of Mark Renton in the
cult 1996 film Trainspotting. He then
went on to star in big budget movies,
gaining recognition as the young Obi-
Wan Kenobi in the Star Wars prequel
trilogy. His most recent role is as
Lumiere in the box office smash
Beauty and the Beast. 
• Beth Tweddle,
Gymnast, April 1, 32
British gymnastics
champion Tweddle has
had an incredibly
successful career,
competing in three
Olympic games in
Athens, Beijing, and
London, where she won the bronze
medal on the uneven bars. She has also
won three World Championship gold
medals, 11 World Cup gold medals and
six European Championship gold
medals. 
• Robert Downey Jr, Actor, April 4, 51
Robert Downey Jr’s most famous role is
his portrayal of Iron Man in the Marvel
universe. He won a Golden Globe for
Best Supporting Actor for his role in
Ally McBeal in 2000 and another for
Best Actor for his performance as
Sherlock Holmes in 2009. 
• Pharrell Williams, Singer, April 5, 44
Grammy award-winning singer, rapper
and music producer Williams is one half
of record production duo The Neptunes
and the lead vocalist of hip hop band
NERD. He was nominated for an Oscar
in 2014 for penning the song ‘Happy’
for the film Despicable Me 2. 

Birthdays

people in Spain now receive some
form of State pension.

Numbers that add up to local life
9,474,556 

the Spanish industrial turnover rise
for January 2017, the best for 11
years.

13.1 %
of Spaniards admit buying counterfeit
goods, according to the European
Union Intellectual Property Office.

11%
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THE minister of agricul-
ture, Biel Company, has
been elected the Popular
Party figurehead in Mallor-
ca.  Company won with 72
per cent of the votes
against the former presi-
dent, Jose Ramon Bauza.  

Company won the vote
in most towns including
the capital Palma where
the vote was won by only
17 points, 685 to 668. 

This year’s voting
turnout was especially low
with less than a third of the
22,800 members able to
vote doing so. Around
1,300 of Palma’s 6,000
voters participated, an low-
er turnout than average. 

Company represents a
more modern party, pre-
senting himself as a ‘re-
gionalist.’ 

Bauza on the other hand
presented a more conserv-
ative platform.  

Esperanza Aguirre, for-
mer leader of Madrid’s
popular party, commented
on the results saying they
were “very sad,” and is not
pleased with Company’s
views on Catalan require-
ments.  

Language has been a
large issue of debate
among candidates. The
same week as the party’s
election, the popular party
passed an amendment in
which parents can choose
their children’s languages
at school, either starting
with Catalan or Spanish,
and gradually reaching
half and half in each.  

Company is a strong
supporter of growing Cata-
lan requirements including
that those who work with
the government must pass
a Catalan test. 

Company is including a
large amount of the Cata-
lan language in his speech-
es, which has prompted
some to protest and de-
mand “in Spanish please!” 

"We need to recover the
pride of belonging to the
popular party,” insisted
Company.

Company
leads the
Popular
Party 

RESIDENTS of Palma’s
Plaza Major have arranged a
collective protest in regard to
the noise and music coming
from the streets.  “To live
like this is torture,” said
neighbour Agnes Coll.  

“It is a nightmare for
tourists and visitors,” ex-
claimed the resident who has
joined the protest.  Residents
have begun to hang sheets
from their balconies with
protest messages. 

It is still early to tell the
extent of the upcoming
protests, but complaints of
established hours of noise
and music being breached
has angered locals. 

Coll said the allowed
hours for music in the square
is 10am to 2pm, and again
from 5pm to 8pm, but estab-
lishments “do not comply.”  

Residents are also request-
ing a better quality and vari-
ety of songs and music, and
not to subject neighbours to
the same musical loop. 

"We will protest against
the city council because
there is no clear rules, the
Local Police does not
know what to expect when
we call them,” continued
Coll. The issue was  al-
ready  denounced weeks
ago by Anna Moilanen,
Palma’s residents public
advocate.  She opened the
file on the noise matter

while requesting explana-
tions from the government.  

“I’m sure they have a will-
ingness to solve this problem
but the answer is extended in
the face of a conflict that al-
ready is set,” Moilanen com-
mented. A noise reform was
approved last December but
there is no date for the new
regulation to be published
and enforced. 

Protesting noisy streets

PLAZA MAJOR: A nightmare for tourists and visitors.

Proposal to preserve
Palma’s old town
THE ARCA heritage preserva-
tion association is making a
proposal to change road signs
and remove yellow street lines
in the old town of Palma. 

The association suggests
there are alternatives that are
more culturally appropriate and
aesthetically pleasing.  Signs in
the old town should be kept to a
minimum and be well main-
tained according to the propos-
al.  They also encourage the
city to find a way to remove
yellow street paint from the old
stone roads without harming
them.  “The beauty of the street

does not deserve the paint” ac-
cording to the association. 

ARCA has already spoken to
the councillor of Transport Joan
Ferrer about the negative im-
pacts of such issues and will
formally submit their proposal
to the ministry of transport and
the Palma mayor's office. 

Road signs are
to be changed

and yellow
street lines re-

moved.



THE Federation of neigh-
bourhood associat ions of
Palma has asked the govern-
ment to temporarily suspend
the opening of new city ho-
tels. 

The request  has been
made in the hope that  the
city takes the time to define
where and when city hotels
can be opened to tourists.
This is one of many issues
residents have with the rapid
increase of tourists in Mal-
lorca. 

The federation has warned
that by the end of this year,
Palma will host almost 30
hotels with space for 1,200
guests, most of which are in
the historic centre. The fed-
erat ion proposes that  the
government should not grant
new licences for three years,
giving the city ample time to
effectively regulate the capi-
tal’s main economic activity. 

“We have to define what
type of  hotels  we want in
the centre of Palma, where
they have to be located,
what conditions must be met
and,  especial ly,  that  for
every new hotel created  in-
volves the reduction of two
existing ones,”  explained
the neighbourhood federa-
tion. 
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Wanton carnage
OUR VIEW

THERE is absolutely no question that the terrible events
which took place outside the Houses of Parliament are
unforgivable and all of our hearts go out to those who
were injured or killed and of course to their families.

The fact is however that regardless of what any na-
tion does, it will always be impossible to stop this type
of attack from happening. According to reports the dri-
ver of the car who mowed down so many innocent peo-
ple, including tourist visitors to London was born in
Britain.

Many talk about the radicalisation of the young but
Khalid Masood (born Adrian Russell Ajeo) was 52
years of age and was known as a criminal who it is
claimed became an agent of Daesh.

Terrible as his actions were, in reality, there is little
likelihood of the British people actually being intimated
by what has happened and they will simply continue
their lives as normal.

One comfort that we can all take from this terrible
event and other recent massacres in Europe is that the
terrorists appear unable to make a major strike and rely
upon individual madmen to drive their cars into crowds
or attack people with knives.

Clearly the authorities can now deal with major in-
cursions but will never be able to stop the lone wolf!

Palma neighbourhoods’
plea for fewer hotels

SUSPECTED members of
the Russian Mafia Tam-
bovskaya will be prosecut-
ed in June and July for their
participation in criminal ac-
tivities in Spain since 1996. 

Crimes involve the enor-
mous economic perfor-
mance obtained through the
commission of murders
and beatings, money laun-
dering and the smuggling
and trafficking of drugs.  

The anti-corruption pros-
ecutor requests between
five and half and eight and
a half years in prison for

the two accused main asso-
ciates, Alexander Ivanovich
Malyshev and Olga
Solovyeve.

In regard to Gennadios
Petrov, the prosecutor is re-
questing the highest penalty
for the Calvia based head
of the gang who is current-
ly fleeing and will not be
present at the trial.

The prosecution also re-
quests that the remaining
24 suspected members of
the mafia be fined €100
million and a five and a
half years prison sentence.

Russian Mafia trial 

A LORRY full of butane gas bottles flipped upside down
after falling down a wall while delivering near Soller.  

The two delivery men inside were unharmed. Fire-
fighters promptly arrived at the scene to deal with the
potentially dangerous butane bottles. 

Capsized butane truck
OVERTURNED LORRY: Fell down a wall near Soller.
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Two released 
TWO Palma police officers
who have been in prison
since last October have
been released after the
courts accepted their ap-
peal.  The two men were
jailed after being accused
of verbally attacking a les-
bian woman. 

Valtonyc rap
RECENTLY released
from jail, rapper Valtonyc
gave a speech to students
in Santa Margalida caus-
ing outrage from those
that are opposed to his
views and actions insult-
ing the crown. 

LED lighting 
THE local government are
addressing the poor light-
ing issues in Playa de Pal-
ma by replacing LED spot-
lights on street lamps.  The
measures come after com-
plaints from residents, hote-
liers and restaurateurs.   

NEWS EXTRA

NINE major airlines will have their Mediter-
ranean base of nearly 30 airliners at Palma’s
Son San Joan airport over this year’s summer
season.  easyJet recently opened up their
newest base in Palma, their 28th in Europe.  

They join carriers such as Ryanair, Jet2, Eu-
rowings, Iberia Express, Air Europa, Norwe-
gian, and Vueling in adding Mallorca’s airport
as a base.  

The new bases will create hundreds of new
jobs, with an estimated 1,000 flight crew
members sleeping in Palma every night this

season.  easyjet alone will create 120 new
jobs. 

Currently there is a large debate over
whether there should be a limit on how many
tourists are brought to the island each year.
While many including the Spanish airport au-
thority Aena welcome the growth, others wor-
ry towns and regulations, such as holiday
rentals, are not prepared.  Palma’s airport is
forecast to grow by more than 11 per cent. 

There will be 47 more routes in and out of
Palma than last year, bringing the total to 372. 

Palma’s airport becomes
Mediterranean hub 

THE owners of a villa in
Palma defended them-
selves against  two
thieves who came to rob
their estate. Officers of
the National Police ar-
rested six people ac-
cused of assault during a
violent robbery.

Two squatters who are
reportedly drug addicts
broke into a home near-
by their temporary hous-
ing. The couple entered
the home and began as-
saulting those inside and
demanding money and
valuables. The assailants

then threatened the vic-
tims, tell ing them that
they would return the
next day for more mon-
ey now that they knew
where to get it.  

The following day the
couple returned to the
home just as they threat-
ened, kicking in the door
and demanding the mon-
ey they previously spoke
of.   On the second day
of break-ins,  the resi-
dents had family staying
over who woke up and
defended themselves
against the intruders. 

The victims gave the
intruders a brutal beat-
ing. Both were taken to
the Son Llatzer hospital
in a serious condition.
The two assailants and
four victims were all ar-
rested in connection to
the robbery and assaults.  

Double break-
in arrests

The victims
gave the

intruders a
brutal beating.
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PALMA AIRPORT: Is forecast to grow by more than 11 per cent.
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THE Spanish Office of Na-
tional Statistics (INE) col-
lects Padron data annually,
and the closing date for in-
formation to be submitted
this year is March 31. This
data is very important not
just for town halls but for
everyone living in Spain, as
it is used for allocating lo-
cal  budgets ,  among other
administrative processes.
You should register with the
town hall where you live.

The Padron is an adminis-
trative registration which
provides proof of residence
in your municipality. If you

live in several places you
only need to register in the
place where you l ive the
most.

Benefits include more and
better public services, the
abi l i ty  to  obtain Spanish
residency, driving licence,
pensioners’ card,  heal th
card, and school grants and
registrations. 

According to the Spanish
authorities, if you are resi-
dent in Spain, your registra-
tion on the Padron needs to
be confirmed every f ive
years.  If  you are not resi-
dent  (eg l iving here  tem-

porarily), but are registered
on the Padron, your Padron
registration needs to be con-
firmed every two years. 

If your Padron registra-
tion is due for confirmation,
you can do this by signing a
declarat ion form at  your
town hall .  In some cases,
your town hall may contact
you in person (either an of-
ficial from the town hall or
the Local  Pol ice)  or  send
you a letter asking you to
confirm your registration. 

I f  you change your  ad-
dress  or  personal  detai ls
with your local town hall,

your  Padron regis t ra t ion
will be automatically con-
firmed.

If you don’t confirm your
regis t ra t ion every two or
five years (depending upon
your residency status), then
your town hall will start the
process to remove you from
the Padron register. Howev-
er,  the town hal l  wil l  a t -
tempt to inform you of this
process, before you are re-
moved.

If you have any questions
about this process, please
contact  your  local  town
hall.

THE number of permanent contracts, or
‘indefinidos,’ reached a historic high in
2016 for workers over the age of 45 in
the Balearic Islands. 

Data provided by Randstad, revealed
9,600 permanent contracts were signed
by the age group last year, which is 15
per cent more than the previous year and
52 per cent more than a decade ago.  

Overall in Spain in 2016, a quarter of
all permanent contracts signed were by
those over 45-years-old. The Balearic Is-
land’s rise in these contracts was higher
than the national average last year, show-
ing the fourth most growth in Spain.  

The agriculture sector has seen the
largest increase is this age group’s per-
manent work contracts.  Although the
growth has not been large, the service
industry still supports the most perma-
nent contracts for workers over the age
of 45. 

“Professionals over 45 years old have
skills and competence that are increas-
ingly in demand in the market,” accord-
ing to the director of Randstad Outplace-
ment, Helia Tellez de Meneses, who
added “effective communication and
ability to solve conflicts and negotiate
are some of such qualities.”

PRESIDENT of the Medical Union
(Simebal) Miguel Lazaro has re-
quested specific protection mea-
sures for agents who work in hostile
environments, such as visiting
homes of mentally ill or violent pa-
tients. Workers have repeatedly de-
nounced the situation claiming they
work in a hostile environment.  

Lazaro considers it embarrassing
that the IB-Salut recently refused to
supply protective vests for medical
workers. He also calls for better co-
ordination with the police in situa-
tions of probable risk, the workers
are trained for risky situations and
know the legal regulations.

THE number of accidents
involving cycl is ts  de-
creased by 15 per cent from
2015 to 2016 according to a
report by Palma’s Local Po-
lice. Cycling accidents only
made up 5  per  cent  of  a l l
accidents in the capital city.
Of those accidents, only 79
out of 205 were caused by
the cyclist. 

The report also noted that
most  of  the accidents  oc-
curred off  the  b ike  lane ,
and less than 20 per cent in-
volved pedest r ians .  The
minister of transportation
Joan Ferrer commented that
the report is “good news for
the advancement of bicy-
cles in Palma.” 

On the Padron, or do you need
to confirm your registration?

Bike accidents reduced 

Permanent contracts
Medical Union
wants protection 

CYCLING: In Mallorca is a popular and growing industry.
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No apology 
MARIO LABANDEIRA,
one of the parents denounced
at the children’s football
match in Alaro, has stated he
refuses to support the apolo-
gy given by the Alaro com-
munity, and would repeat his
actions again. 

Three caught 
NATIONAL POLICE ar-
rested three people and dis-
mantled a collection opera-
tion of organised robberies
in a flat in Palma’s Son
Gotleu district. The apart-
ment was used as a drop
off point. 

Adoption 
bias
A RECENT survey conclud-
ed over half the Balearic
population is against single
men or women and same-sex
couples adopting children.
Thirty-six per cent are still
against gay marriage. 

NEWS EXTRA

THE largset car rental com-
panies are refusing to sign
the new code of conduct and
good behaviour practices
created to end fraud in the
car rental industry. 

Director general of con-
sumer affairs Xisco Dalmau
has stated that changes with
immediate effect are coming
with or without the signa-
tures.

Dalmau and his depart-
ment have decided to double
the number of controls dur-
ing the summer and will
dedicate nine inspectors to
monitor car companies’ fa-
cilities and websites. 

Over 15 smaller rental
agencies have signed the
agreement committing to act
with transparency with the
government. The bosses of
larger rental companies in-
cluding Beleval withheld
signing, claiming they
should hold a meeting with
associates before acting.  

“We do not want the

Balearics to lose tourists be-
cause of the bad practices of
a few,” expressed Dalmau.
Commitments agreed upon
in the code of conduct in-
clude the price on the web-
site actually being the final
price,  insurance and ser-
vices included. Another re-
quirement includes the in-
spections upon delivery to
ensure customers are not
charged for damages they
are not responsible for. 

In return for accepting
and adhering to these prac-
tices, the government will
supply a badge for the cars
to ensure customers know
they comply with good
practices. 

Dalmau said that one of
the goals now being marked
by the government is  to
make this badge widely
known among visitors with
the launch of an information
campaign, to the detriment
of companies that do not get
it. 

THE Torre dels Enagistes, the
historic tower in Manacor,
will receive a structural
rehabilitation on the facade
and parts of the interior. 

The building was built in
the 13th and 14th centuries
and now houses the history
museum of Manacor. The last
restoration occurred in 1985,

and only general maintenance
duties have been carried out
since. 

Manacor’s tourism and
culture board, directed by
Antonia Llodra has
commissioned the project to
improve the building
classified as a Property of
Cultural Interest (BIC) with a

budget of nearly €105,000. 
Problems include exterior

walls detaching as a result of
humidity, poor water drainage
leading to leaks and flooding,
and mould. Interior walls will
be remodelled in order to
update electrical wiring for
better lighting on museum
walls. 

Facelift for Manacor 

New sign code of
good behaviour  

HISTORY MUSEUM: Is preparing for restoration, inside and out.
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Police appeal
A PALMA police officer
has been penalised after
participating in a risky river
raft celebration while on
medical leave after having
a back operation. The offi-
cer has appealed the penal-
ty which resulted in the loss
of one month’s work and
salary.

Social work 
THE Department of So-
cial Services and Cooper-
ation and the University
of the Balearic Islands
(UIB) have agreed to start
a social assistance service
in the university begin-
ning in April for students.  

Discount cap
A NEW system allowing
companies to put a cap on
group discounts for resi-
dents has been postponed
from Madrid. Many find
flaws in the proposal and
are glad to see it revoked.  

NEWS EXTRA

PRODUCTION company
Flame TV is producing
the next series of Channel
Five’s hit  series The
Nightmare Neighbour
Next Door, and this time
they’re bringing the show
to Spain.

They want to hear from
British expatriates who
have recent experience of
a falling-out with their
neighbours.

All information will be
held in confidence and
there is no pressure to
take part.

If you’d like to know
more, please send an out-
line of the dispute and
your contact details to
neighbours@flametv.co.u
k or call  +44 785 411
4859.

Do you
want to
be a TV
star?VOLUNTEERS recently

spent an evening counting the
homeless on the streets to
have a better number of the
population and note living
conditions. 

On a recent Wednesday
evening, 214 homeless were
counted across Mallorca, and
social workers noted the stark
difference in living conditions
to 10 years ago. 

The recession has not only
increased the number of
homeless people on the
streets, but has also seen a
growth in camps on the edge
of Palma. 

Mallorca has facilities that
can sleep a total of 600 peo-
ple each night, with the rest
out on the streets. As many
banks have closed their doors,
which is one of the few pro-
tected places a homeless per-
son can access at night, the
population has moved to the

edge of town.  
There they

can set up
camp, either off the roads or
in abandoned buildings and
construction sites with the lit-

tle supplies
they have. 

The survey also found a
large growth in young people
living on the streets, many of
whom had trouble finding

work and lacked a support
network able to assist. 

Some of the volunteers
were able to sit down and talk
with some of the homeless,
asking them about their histo-
ry and how they ended up
where they were. 

Many of those interviewed
said they felt safer on the
streets or in their camps than
in the bad environments of
some shelters. The rise in
housing costs growing much
faster than the economy and
wages only add to the number
of residents unable to afford a
roof over their head.   

The government’s first goal
in care for the homeless is to
hire more psychologists to
improve mental health care.  

Survey carried out on
homeless population 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT:
Adapts to the growing
homeless population.
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THE IB-Salut and the Spanish Association
against Cancer (AECC) have signed an
agreement to improve care among cancer
patients in hospitals and primary care. The
agreement will develop three programmes:
volunteering, psychological care, and first
impact. The proposal was signed by the
general director of IB-Salut Juli Fuster and

president of the Balearic provincial board of
the AECC Javier Cortes and will be valid
for four years.  

The volunteer programme regulates the
performance of volunteers directed at can-
cer patients and their families and aims to
improve their quality of life. The first im-
pact programme aims to provide informa-

tion on all available resources to to recently
diagnosed patients and their families.   

Most important is the psychological care
programme which will provide mental and
emotional care to both patients and family
members. Its purpose is to achieve different
goals such as evaluate, guide and advise pa-
tients and families. 

Labour leader takes
up pension cudgel

FOR those 450,000
living in the Euro-
pean Union who
are worried about

the possibility of their
state pensions being

frozen in the same way
that they are

for other overseas residents
once Britain leaves the EU,
Jeremy Corbyn has offered
some words of comfort.

A  motion to change this sit-
uation for the 550,000 retirees
who receive no increase in the
pensions because they live
abroad is to be debated in the
House of Commons and now
Jeremy Corbyn has thrown his
support behind MPs from
most parties including the odd
Conservative, DUP, Lib Dem
and SDP.

As Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Corbyn can actually
bring the matter to greater
prominence in Parliament and
has said: “It is contrary to nat-
ural justice for some pension-
ers living abroad to be left be-
hind while others have their
pensions increased in line with
inflation.”

“The next Labour govern-

ment will treat all our pen-
sioners equally, wherever
they live, and ensure that
overseas pensions are lev-
elled up, not down when
Britain leaves the EU.”

Whilst it is too early for
pensioners to get too excited
and the government has a
good enough majority if it
doesn’t want to spend the
money, up to 1,000,000 pen-
sioners all able to vote by
2020, cannot be ignored and
it will have to tread carefully
if it doesn’t wanted to be
ousted by a bunch of ‘Silver
Surfers.’

FIGHTING:
For pension
equality.

By John Smith

A motion
is to be de-

bated in the
House of 

Commons.

Improved care for cancer patients 



EUR weekly currency update
Broadly it was a bad week for the euro and the

US dollar, a good one for the pound and an even
better one for the yen. The euro was unchanged
against the dollar and both currencies lost a cent
and a quarter to sterling. Investors tended to
favour the Japanese currency for its perceived
safe-haven quality, sending it two yen higher
against the euro.

The euro did nothing to distinguish itself. Such
economic data as did emerge from Euroland
were of low importance and unremarkable.
Against the dollar the euro covered a range of
less than one US cent. Its range against sterling
was double that. On Monday the pound fell to
the back of the pack after the prime minister
named March 29 as the day she would pull the
Article 50 Brexit trigger. On Wednesday it raced
to the front when UK inflation came in ahead of
forecast at 2.3%.

USD weekly currency update
Neither the dollar nor the euro had a great

week. Both lost a cent and a quarter to sterling
and the dollar was down by two yen against the
safe-haven Japanese currency. The dollar’s prob-
lem was a gnawing suspicion that Donald Trump
might not be able to deliver the stimulative pro-
grammes that enthused buyers at the end of last
year. He is currently facing his first test in Con-

gress, with uncertainty about whether his health-
care bill will pass the House of Representatives.
Were it to be defeated it would cast doubt on Mr
Trump’s other legislative ambitions.

Sterling would have had a better week had it
not stumbled when the prime minister named the
day for triggering Article 50. It recovered after
UK inflation came in well above forecast at
2.3%. No early interest rate increase is expected
but it is likely that opinion is leaning in that direc-
tion in the Monetary Policy Committee.

AUD weekly currency update
It was a difficult week for the Australian dollar,

which got caught up in a broad move away from
‘risky’ commodity-related currencies. Although it
did nothing particularly wrong the Aussie man-
aged to come away with the worst possible re-
sult, losing ground to all the major currencies. It
lost two thirds of a US cent and fell by three
cents against the pound. Other than a 7.7% annu-
al rise for house prices there were no Australian
data to inspire investors.

Sterling tripped on Monday when the prime
minister said she would activate the Article 50
Brexit process on March 29. It recovered strong-
ly two days later after UK inflation came in quite
a bit higher than expected at 2.3%. Although
there can be no suggestion that the above-target
rate might prompt a rate increase from the Bank

of England, at least it suggests that the MPC’s
thinking may be leaning in that direction.

AUD weekly currency update
It was a difficult week for the Australian dollar,

which got caught up in a broad move away from
‘risky’ commodity-related currencies. Although it
did nothing particularly wrong the Aussie man-
aged to come away with the worst possible re-
sult, losing ground to all the major currencies. It
lost two thirds of a US cent and fell by three
cents against the pound. Other than a 7.7% annu-
al rise for house prices there was no Australian
data to inspire investors.

Sterling tripped on Monday when the prime

minister said she would activate the Article 50
Brexit process on March 29. It recovered strong-
ly two days later after UK inflation came in quite
a bit higher than expected at 2.3%. Although
there can be no suggestion that the above-target
rate might prompt a rate increase from the Bank
of England, at least it suggests that the MPC’s
thinking may be leaning in that direction.

NZD weekly currency update
In a week that was hard going for all the sup-

posedly ‘risky’ commodity-related currencies the
Kiwi came away with a better result than its Aus-
tralian and Canadian cousins. It lost nearly one
and a half cents to sterling but it was able to pick
up a sixth of a US cent and it was up by 1%
against the Aussie dollar. Of the few NZ ecostats
to emerge Fonterra’s global dairy trade index was
helpful, with milk prices up by 1.7%, and Febru-
ary’s balance of trade figures weren’t, because
there was a small deficit.

Sterling took some stick on Monday when the
prime minister announced she would activate the
Article 50 Brexit process on March 29. Two days
later it got a boost when inflation unexpectedly
accelerated to 2.3% and it got another one on
Thursday from surprising strong retail sales fig-
ures. It came away an average of 0.7% higher on
the week.
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AS the countdown to the triggering
Article 50 continued, Jeremy Corbyn
who appeared to have been a staunch
supporter of the British Government
decision to recognise the referendum
vote has now thrown something
of a ‘spanner in the works.’

During a TV interview with
Robert  Peston, he said that
Labour would not vote for any
Brexit deal presented to parliament
unless it guaranteed “unfettered ac-
cess” to the European market, a pro-
posal which has already been dis-
missed by EU leaders.

The timing of his comments has
been questioned by pro-Brexit sup-
porters with an immediate response
coming from former Conservative
leader Iain Duncan Smith who basi-
cally suggested that this was an ab-

surd observation and was being
made so that it looked as if Labour
has a policy.

Although the Conservatives have a
majority in Parliament, a decision by
Labour to vote against the deal could

attract Tory dissidents and the SNP
and DUP but in the event that a ma-
jority decided to reject the deal, if
Mrs May decided to ignore the vote
and leave without a deal, this could
lead to a very hard Brexit.

What is clear however is that those
in the EU who want to ‘punish’
Britain for deciding to leave, will
certainly be able to use Mr Corbyn’s
comments to their possible advan-
tage in negotiations.

As Corbyn becomes more hawkish
over Brexit, Jean-Claude Juncker al-
most became dovish when he an-
nounced that Brussels will approach
the negotiation of Britain’s with-
drawal in a “friendly” and “fair”
way, but warned that European insti-
tutions were not “naive” about the
process.

He did however go on to say the
UK will  be handed a bil l  when it
leaves although not as a “punish-
ment” but as its fair share of pen-
sions for EU officials as well as di-
verse ongoing projects.

Whilst  no figure has been con-
firmed, it is estimated that it could
be as high as €60 billion assuming
that it is ever paid.

Juncker also said that he regarded
Brexit as “a failure and a tragedy”
but did make it clear that one major
priority was to protect the rights of
EU citizens currently living in the
UK and British passport holders liv-
ing in the European Union.

BREXIT PAGE
By John Smith

A MIXTURE of Britons
born and l iving in  the
UK and the European
Union as well  as Euro-
peans l iving in the UK
took to  the s t reets  of
London and Edinburgh
on March 25 to protest
again Brexit and to de-
mand that  plans be re-
versed.

I t  is  es t imated that
many thousands took
part  in  the London
‘Unite for Europe’ march
which heard speeches
from MPs David Lammy
and Tim Farron as well
as Sue Wilson from the
Bremain in Spain group
in Parl iament  Square,
where they also held a
one-minute  s i lence in
memory of those caught
up in the Westminster at-
tack.

Europe
protest
march

JEREMY CORBYN: Has thrown a ‘spanner in the works.’
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Jeremy Corbyn enters the Brexit fray
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AGE CONCERN MALLORCA is pleased to be able to offer an
opportunity to attend the performance of Hamlet, one of
William Shakespeare’s most renowned plays, which is being
produced by the Morgana Theatre Company.

The performance will take place at the Auditorium on Friday
April 21 at 7.30pm. Age Concern is organising a group booking
and needs a minimum of 10 people. Tickets cost €18 per person
which includes a handling fee.

If you would like to see this interesting play please contact
Jackie at Age Concern before April 6 in order to get the best
seats. You can email mallorca@ageconcern.org.es or call 678
352 040 or 971 231 520 in the evenings.

ON Friday March 31 Heroes in
Portals Nous will be hosting a
fundingraising event for Comic
Relief and the Allen Graham
Charity.

The family fun day will have
music from some of Mallorca’s
best singers and entertainers in-
cluding the brand new comedy
duo ‘The Two Martins’ as well
as comedy, face painting and
much more.

There will be happy hour
from 5-7pm, children’s fish and

chips for only €5 and raffle
tickets, costing €5 will also be
available with some amazing
prizes to be won including two
theatre tickets, a meal for two, a
family ticket to the pirates ad-
venture show and lots more.

All money raised will be do-
nated to Comic Relief and the
Allen Graham Charity who will
purchase Easter eggs to be giv-
en to the orphans in Mallorca.

Call now to book your table
on 971 676 467.

MERCADONA, the popular supermar-
ket chain, has opened their first new
model of an efficient store in Palma.  

The new store is a result of a recent
integral reform of the chain. The model
store received an investment of €2 mil-
lion and has employed 195 people dur-
ing the reform phase. 

Overall Mercadona will invest €180
million in renovations during this year. 

The new design of the facilities pre-
sent improvements for distribution, dec-
oration and layout of sections with the
aim of improving and optimising the
customer’s experience. The new effi-
cent store model saves 40 per cent more

energy than traditional stores.    
Palma’s new supermarket hosts new

colours and materials to match the new
design. The store has 41 permanent
staff members in the 1,600 square metre
location. 

Mercadona plans on renovating 125
stores throughout Spain in 2017.  

Age Concern
organises outing

Family fun day eventMercadona opens new
model supermarket

NEW DESIGN: Mercadona's efficient store model is a clean sleek look.
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By John Smith

ACCORDING to a new Mintel report,
whilst 60 per cent of British residents
believe they could obtain credit if they
needed to, almost the same percentage
would either have difficulty or would
pay a higher rate than expected.

One thing that goes against appli-
cants for credit is if they have made
just one late payment in the previous
12 months which would be likely to
sound warning bells and suggest that
they may have problems with manag-
ing money.

Those who have changed address
on a regular basis or are in temporary
employment (now known as the gig
economy which is growing rapidly)

could also find their credit scores re-
duced which in turn would mean that
they could face difficulty in obtaining
credit.

Those in low paid jobs will also
face some difficulty in obtaining the
best rates, if indeed they can obtain
credit of any type and according to the
report, 23 per cent of households in
Britain have an annual income of less
than £15,500 (€17,900) which makes
their positions difficult to say the least.

Student loans and mortgages also
impinge upon the ability to obtain new
credit which means a high percentage
of those who do believe themselves
likely to be able to obtain credit when
needed, could be in for a rude awaken-
ing.

A REPORT from Spanish Association of
Directors and Managers of Social Ser-
vices has criticised the Spanish govern-
ment for its poor investment in social
services, although there are currently
1,212,048 people (2.5 per cent of the
population) who are dependent upon the
state for financial assistance.

It is estimated however that no less
than 350,000 people receive no assis-
tance whatsoever and 125,000 have died
in the past four years after receiving
nothing from the state by way of support.

If those 350,000 people were to re-
ceive help, then it is estimated that at
least 100,000 would be able to find work
and income taxes would pay for addi-
tional costs.

By John Smith

AFTER a serious complaint
from the British government
concerning advertisements paid
for by the tax payer on Google
subsidiary YouTube, which
were placed next to videos pro-
moting extremist views and
generating income for them, a
number of companies have
withdrawn their advertising.

Google had hoped to contain
the damage following the pub-
lic reprimand from the govern-
ment (although why it needs to
advertise at all on YouTube is
another question) but not only

have 250 British companies
pulled their ads, but a number
of major US brands have fol-
lowed suit.

According to The Times
AT&T and Verizon, Enterprise
and GSK have all publicly de-
clared they will no longer ad-
vertise on YouTube until they
are assured that this will not
happen again.

Google responded “We’ve
begun an extensive review of
our advertising policies and
have made a public commit-
ment to put in place changes
that give brands more control
over where their ads appear.”

Public jobs
THE Spanish government has
held meetings with Trade Union
leaders to discuss the reduction
of temporary positions in the civ-
il service and replacing them
with permanent positions, the ap-
pointment of additional staff to
replace those who have retired
and a possible increase in wages
for public servants. 

Port workers
DESPITE the fact the law to re-
form employment of stevedores
in Spanish docks was defeated in
the Cortes, the unions and port
owners are still in negotiation as
they recognise the change will
eventually take place. As far as
the unions are concerned, they
are looking for guarantees con-
cerning the employment terms of
exiting stevedores. 

Swiss charge 
THE Swiss bank UBS has an-
nounced that with effect from the
beginning of May it will be
charging customers 0.6 per cent
for any deposit exceeding €1
million, to follow up similar
charges for customers who de-
posit large amounts of Swiss
Francs with it. 

ACCORDING to a recent report from think tank
CIVITAS, the benefits to Britain from trading with
the European Union are nowhere near as good as
people tend to think. Their research suggests that
Britain was exporting far more than countries like

the USA to EU states prior to joining in 1993 but
since becoming a member, Britain has been over-
taken in the trading states by the non-EU exporters
and therefore might be better off without an EU
deal.

is the percentage of adults in the UK who owe money on a
loan or credit product. 

Quote of the Week
There can be no margin for error, and no excuses, when it comes to
billing customers correctly.” Lindsey Fussell, Ofcom consumer group

director after PlusNet was fined for overcharging former customers.

66

Social servicesCredit availability in the UK

Trading benefits after Brexit 

YOUTUBE: Companies are pulling their ads.

BUSINESS EXTRA
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is the amount estimated by Forbes magazine as the value of the estate of the re-
cently deceased David Rockefeller.

$3.3 billion (€3.05 billion)



3M 191,510 -0,33% -0,630 114M
AMERICAN EXPRESS 78,2000 +0,46% 0,3600 70M
APPLE 140,640 -0,20% -0,280 737M
BOEING CO 175,820 -0,81% -1,440 106M
CATERPILLAR 92,150 -0,09% -0,080 54M
CHEVRON 107,99 +0,11% 0,12 204M
CISCO SYSTEMS 34,080 +0,35% 0,120 170M
COCA-COLA 42,12 -0,12% -0,05 180M
DU PONT(EI) DE NMR 79,6000 -1,19% -0,9600 68M
EXXON MOBIL 81,23 -0,77% -0,63 336M
GENERAL ELECTRIC 29,7200 +0,34% 0,1000 258M
GOLDMAN SACHS 228,41 -1,50% -3,49 90M
HOME DEPOT 147,7100 -0,19% -0,2800 179M
IBM 173,83 -0,57% -0,99 163M
INTEL CORP 35,1600 -0,31% -0,1100 166M
J.P.MORGAN CHASE 87,2900 -0,11% -0,1000 311M
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 125,4800 -0,33% -0,4200 340M
MC DONALD'S CORP 129,3400 +0,26% 0,3400 105M
MERCK AND CO. NEW 63,18 -0,16% -0,10 173M
MICROSOFT 64,980 +0,17% 0,110 502M
NIKE 56,36 +1,79% 0,99 74M
PFIZER 34,0000 -0,85% -0,2900 202M
PROCTER AND GAMBLE 90,570 -0,22% -0,200 231M
TRAVELERS CIES 120,77 -0,43% -0,52 33M
UNITED TECHNOLOGIE 111,80 -0,04% -0,04 89M
UNITEDHEALTH GROUP 165,00 -0,18% -0,29 157M
VERIZON COMMS 49,68 +0,08% 0,04 202M
VISA 89,19 +0,37% 0,33 165M
WAL-MART STORES 69,6100 -0,36% -0,2500 213M
WALT DISNEY CO 112,1400 -0,09% -0,1000 177M

Kleinwort Benson Elite PCC Ltd

Lloyds Banking Group ORD 66.17 -1.88 -2.76 48,900.05
London Stock Exchange Grp 2,998.50 -17.50 -0.58 10,624.79
Micro Focus International 2,174.50 -18.50 -0.84 5,033.29
Mediclinic International 766.75 3.75 0.49 5,643.60
Merlin Entertainments 473.75 -2.15 -0.45 4,802.75
Marks & Spencer Group 329.80 -2.10 -0.63 5,480.21
Mondi 1,927.00 -2.00 -0.10 9,424.60
Morrison (Wm) Supermarkets 234.25 -1.55 -0.66 5,476.92
National Grid 1,011.25 -1.75 -0.17 37,776.05
Next 4,122.50 -7.50 -0.18 6,174.91
Old Mutual Group 222.35 -0.15 -0.07 10,993.81
Provident Financial 2,950.50 -15.50 -0.52 4,326.91
Paddy Power Betfair 8,687.50 -7.50 -0.09 7,317.06
Prudential 1,699.00 -22.00 -1.28 44,448.93
Persimmon 2,063.00 -20.00 -0.96 6,517.22
Pearson 634.00 -9.50 -1.48 5,223.43
Reckitt Benckiser Group 7,320.50 -24.50 -0.33 51,362.92
Royal Bank of Scotland Grp 235.40 -3.60 -1.51 28,375.65
Royal Dutch Shell 2,070.50 -12.50 -0.60 92,896.26
Royal Dutch Shell 2,166.00 -14.00 -0.64 82,344.53
RELX 1,558.00 -2.00 -0.13 16,780.19
Rio Tinto 3,180.00 -77.50 -2.38 45,209.66
Royal Mail 417.25 -2.85 -0.68 4,180.00
Rolls-Royce Group 746.00 -10.50 -1.39 13,864.73
Randgold Resources 7,297.50 137.50 1.92 6,665.03
RSA Insurance Group 592.50 -3.50 -0.59 6,038.94
Rentokil Initial 241.70 -2.30 -0.94 4,484.93
Sainsbury (J) 264.75 -1.85 -0.69 5,830.11
Schroders 3,058.50 -25.50 -0.83 7,024.78
Sage Group (The) 627.50 -3.50 -0.55 6,800.18
Shire 4,677.75 1.25 0.03 42,226.09
Smurfit Kappa Group 2,069.00 -18.00 -0.86 5,102.77
Sky 981.25 0.75 0.08 16,889.34
Standard Life 354.15 -2.75 -0.77 7,010.20
Smiths Group 1,591.00 -10.00 -0.62 6,153.18
Scottish Mortgage Invstmnt 355.95 -3.45 -0.96 4,826.79
Smith & Nephew 1,239.00 -4.00 -0.32 10,954.26
SSE 1,498.00 -6.00 -0.40 15,206.74
Standard Chartered 715.85 -10.75 -1.48 23,891.25
St James's Place 1,052.00 -9.00 -0.85 5,570.53
Severn Trent 2,409.00 -2.00 -0.08 5,706.54
Tesco 188.93 -2.07 -1.08 15,499.67
TUI AG 1,115.00 -7.00 -0.62 6,592.44
Taylor Wimpey 189.65 -1.85 -0.97 6,372.61
Unilever 4,016.25 -1.75 -0.04 51,543.73
United Utilities Group 1,002.00 -2.00 -0.20 6,873.44
Vodafone Group 210.88 -0.72 -0.34 56,171.02
Wolseley 4,918.00 -54.00 -1.09 12,721.85
Worldpay Group 288.40 -2.00 -0.69 5,798.00
WPP Group 1,667.50 -17.50 -1.04 21,382.75
Whitbread 3,888.50 -21.50 -0.55 7,196.66

Most Advanced
HTG Molecular Diagnostics, Inc. $ 9.65 5.72 ▲ 145.55%
Cogint, Inc. $ 4.30 0.75 ▲ 21.13%
Mazor Robotics Ltd. $ 28.87 3.37 ▲ 13.22%
Global Brokerage, Inc. $ 2.15 0.25 ▲ 13.16%
Brightcove Inc. $ 9.05 1.05 ▲ 13.13%
Microvision, Inc. $ 2.53 0.26 ▲ 11.45%
Investors Title Company $ 147.82 14.23 ▲ 10.65%
Layne Christensen Company $ 8.68 0.83 ▲ 10.57%
Selecta Biosciences, Inc. $ 12.04 1.15 ▲ 10.56%
Altisource Portfolio Solutions S.A. $ 31.49 2.53 ▲ 8.74%
Audentes Therapeutics, Inc. $ 16.81 1.35 ▲ 8.73%

Most Declined
Xenon Pharmaceuticals Inc. $ 4.65 5.20 ▼ 52.79%
The Finish Line, Inc. $ 12.93 3.13 ▼ 19.49%
Real Industry, Inc. $ 2.65 0.45 ▼ 14.52%
Xcel Brands, Inc $ 2.30 0.30 ▼ 11.54%
Collegium Pharmaceutical, Inc. $ 11.31 1.42 ▼ 11.15%
Donegal Group, Inc. $ 15.35 1.65 ▼ 9.71%
AgroFresh Solutions, Inc. $ 3.59 0.36 ▼ 9.11%
Oncobiologics, Inc. $ 2.79 0.25 ▼ 8.22%
Lonestar Resources US Inc. $ 5.16 0.44 ▼ 7.86%
Sportsman's Warehouse Holdings, Inc. $ 4.64 0.39 ▼ 7.75%
Bellicum Pharmaceuticals, Inc. $ 12.04 0.86 ▼ 6.67%

CCOMPANYOMPANY PPRICERICE((PP)) CCHANGEHANGE((PP)) % C% CHGHG.. NNETET VVOLOL

DOW JONES
CLOSING PRICES MARCH 27

Anglo American 1,224.75 -27.75 -2.22 17,577.13
Associated British Foods 2,630.50 0.50 0.02 20,916.03
Admiral Group 1,963.00 -15.00 -0.76 5,664.30
Ashtead Group 1,579.00 -30.00 -1.86 8,232.23
Antofagasta 806.50 -24.00 -2.89 8,246.69
Aviva 520.75 -4.75 -0.90 21,550.29
AstraZeneca 4,917.75 -10.75 -0.22 62,756.84
BAE Systems 646.00 -7.00 -1.07 20,730.69
Babcock International Group 893.00 -23.50 -2.56 4,641.38
Barclays 222.85 -4.10 -1.81 37,990.64
British American Tobacco 5,245.00 -32.00 -0.61 96,462.78
Barratt Developments 534.25 -8.25 -1.52 5,528.25
British Land Co 603.00 -4.00 -0.66 6,250.65
BHP Billiton 1,214.50 -30.50 -2.45 26,506.50
Bunzl 2,313.00 -9.00 -0.39 7,829.78
BP 448.60 -3.25 -0.72 89,335.48
Burberry Group 1,743.00 -19.00 -1.08 7,756.61
BT Group 319.43 -6.22 -1.91 33,008.06
Coca-Cola HBC 2,015.00 -8.00 -0.40 7,376.50
Carnival 4,506.00 -44.00 -0.97 9,746.23
Centrica 217.85 1.45 0.67 11,813.04
Compass Group 1,504.50 -6.50 -0.43 24,648.21
Croda International 3,582.00 -26.00 -0.72 4,752.48
CRH 2,765.00 -56.00 -1.99 23,612.63
Convatec Group 266.55 1.75 0.66 5,151.89
DCC 6,940.00 -35.00 -0.50 6,190.50
Diageo 2,298.50 -9.50 -0.41 57,917.66
Direct Line Insurance Group 334.15 -3.45 -1.02 4,620.00
Experian 1,629.00 -7.00 -0.43 15,355.41
easyJet 994.75 -10.25 -1.02 4,003.86
Fresnillo 1,567.50 22.50 1.46 11,318.69
GKN 368.35 -3.65 -0.98 6,302.82
Glencore 307.95 -11.80 -3.69 46,300.68
GlaxoSmithKline 1,671.25 0.75 0.04 82,358.48
Hikma Pharmaceuticals 2,003.00 2.00 0.10 4,861.88
Hargreaves Lansdown 1,278.50 -14.50 -1.12 6,123.45
Hammerson 571.25 -1.25 -0.22 4,572.73
HSBC Holdings 643.30 -5.00 -0.77 128,652.69
International Consldtd Airs Grp 529.75 -19.75 -3.59 11,571.75
InterContinental Hotels Grp 3,826.00 -22.00 -0.57 7,619.87
3i Group 702.50 -7.50 -1.06 6,989.58
Imperial Brands 3,816.50 1.50 0.04 36,426.22
Informa 642.75 -4.25 -0.66 5,236.55
Intu Properties 274.10 -1.30 -0.47 3,754.82
Intertek Group 3,896.00 -25.00 -0.64 6,305.38
ITV 208.00 -1.60 -0.76 8,392.98
Johnson Matthey 2,906.00 -17.00 -0.58 5,747.94
Kingfisher 322.35 -1.45 -0.45 7,228.46
Land Securities Group 1,049.00 -6.00 -0.57 8,326.59
Legal & General Group 246.15 -2.35 -0.95 14,839.84

CCOMPANYOMPANY PPRICERICE((PP)) CCHANGEHANGE((PP)) % C% CHGHG.. NNETET VVOLOL

COMPANY PRICE CHANGE NET / %

US dollar ..................................................................1.08643
Japan yen ..................................................................119.747
Switzerland franc.................................................1.06975
Denmark kroner...................................................7.43824
Norway kroner ......................................................9.16933

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR MONEY WITH US

See our
advert on
opposite

page

0.86604 1.15467

LONDON - FTSE 100
CLOSING PRICES MARCH 27

Units per €

COMPANY PRICE CHANGE %CHANGE VOLUME

NASDAQ
CLOSING PRICES MARCH 27
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By John Smith

ALTHOUGH living in Spain,
many people prefer to nominate to
have their wills written in the UK
and recorded under British law, as
it is believed that individuals can
have greater control over who re-
ceives what.

What needs to be considered
however is what actually has to be
done to obtain a grant of probate
which will allow the executor to
distribute any funds that exist in
the deceased’s estate.

Two new matters have emerged
which are causing some distress to
the recently bereaved in the UK
and that is because the cost of ob-
taining probate has risen on a slid-
ing scale that  means that  the
greater the value of the estate the
more that has to be paid.

This is nothing to do with inher-

itance tax, simply an extra charge
that the government collects in or-
der for probate to be allowed.

Under the new rules,  anyone

who inherits an estate worth more
than £50,000 will see the fee for
probate rise to between £300 and
£20,000 depending on the value of

the estate and these new fees come
into effect from May 1.

In theory that is relatively
straight-forward, but because of

backlogs at the tax office, it can
take several months for applications
to be processed and rather than
charging the new fees on estates
where death took place from May 1,
the new charges are to be made on
any document issued after that date.

It has not been publicised to any
great extent, but provided all pa-
perwork is presented by May 1 to-
gether with a note confirming that
the inheritance tax form has been
applied for,  then the old fees
should be payable.

Those living in Spain but trying
to act as executor for an estate under
British law would be well advised
to consider using a solicitor and
should also remember that if the
bulk of the value of the estate is in
shares and property, it may be nec-
essary to make an advance payment
to the government to cover a per-
centage of the likely inheritance tax.

In some cases, if there are insuf-
ficient funds in bank accounts or
savings available to cover this ad-
vance payment, it may be neces-
sary to apply to a bank for a short
term loan as it is not generally pos-
sible to sell shares or property in
order to cover the advance pay-
ment.

Cost of death to increase in the UK

By Jay Emeny

EU chiefs have warned UK-based airlines that they
may need to relocate their headquarters if they
want to keep their continental European routes
after Brexit.

Executives at major carriers have been reminded
they would also need to sell off shares to European
nationals in order to operate on routes across the
continent - for example, Malaga to
Berlin - according to a report in The
Guardian.

This puts airlines such as easyJet in a difficult
position, as European routes have become increas-
ingly important assets to their business models.

Decisions to move bases to the EU would lead to
a significant number of jobs lost in the UK.

Should negotiators fail to reach an agreement,
along the lines of the ‘open-skies’ deal granted to
EU members, the UK could impose its own
ownership rules, which would prevent air-
lines such as Ireland-based Ryanair from fly-
ing UK domestic routes.

A Ryanair spokesman said the company would
“adapt” to changes but the airline’s chief executive
officer, Michael O’Leary, has warned of the dan-
gers of a “cliff-edge” Brexit, and criticised the

“mildly lunatic optimism” of the British govern-
ment.

easyJet is reported to be in the process of estab-

lishing an EU operating company, in order to ob-
tain an EU air operating certificate, but insists that
it will continue to be headquartered in the UK.

THOSE living in or visiting Madrid
are in for a fashion treat as Mango,
having invested €79 million will
open their new flagship store in the
Calle de Serrano which will spread
over four floors, have an indoor gar-
den and will allow customers to
choose music to be played.

Not to be outdone, the Inditex
group is about to open their fourth
Spanish outlet store, this time in the
capital which will sell clothes,
shoes, bags and fashion accessories
from previous collections and sea-
sons at discount  prices.

The venture known as Tempe
Outlet Store is part of a very special
programme known as For & From
which specifically aims to include
disabled people in design, factory
and store to ensure that they are able
to enjoy the same work opportuni-
ties as others.

Based in the Sambil Outlet Shop-
ping Centre, this store will join oth-
ers such as El Corte Inglés and
Mango in offering quality products
at reduced prices and helps the envi-
ronment by ensuring that old stock
is not destroyed.

Fashion fiesta
for Madrid

RYANAIR: The company has said it will adapt to changes.

GRANT OF PROBATE: Allows the executor to distribute any funds that exist in the estate. 
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The new fees
will come
into effect from

May 1.

UK airlines could lose routes in
continental Europe after Brexit
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By John Smith

SPAIN does not “spend mon-
ey on alcohol and women, we
spend it on corruption, empty
airports  and roads without
cars” according to Albert Riv-
iera, leader of Ciudadanos. 

This was spelled out when
he replied to comments by the
Dutch leader of the Eurozone
Finance Ministers who chided
that  unlike some EU states

facing ongoing f inancial
problems,   he could not
“spend al l  my money on
liqueurs and women and then
go and ask for your support.”

This comment was seen as
being a direct attack on south-
ern European states un-
favourably referred to as the
PIGS (Portugal, Italy, Greece,
Spain) and their indebtedness
and received an immediate re-
sponse from senior politicians

in Portugal and Italy suggest-
ing that  he was both racist
and xenophobic and should
stand down immediately.

Whilst  some members of
the European Commission
have agreed that  his  com-
ments were ill-judged, he has
refused to withdraw his com-
ments and various Spanish
politicians in the European
Parliament have also taken
him to task.

DUE to the fact that not enough people are
dying quickly enough, the NHS and Pen-
sion Department in the UK are continuing
to experience financial difficulty which has
resulted in two reports suggesting that the
retirement age will have to be increased
again.

These reports which are to be studied by
the government within the next two months
conclude that workers under the age of 30
may not qualify for a state pension until
they reach the age of 70 and those under the
age of 45 may have to work until they are
68 if the pension age is raised earlier.

Currently the retirement age is on a ‘slid-
ing scale’ so for men it is 65 and for women

it depends upon their date of birth, but by
2018 to 2020 the retirement age for men and
women will be 66 and remain until 2026
when it goes up to 67 and eventually 68.

Possibly of more importance for those
currently or about to take the state pension,
it is also recommended that what is known
as the ‘triple lock’ on annual pension in-
creases should be removed.

At present this means the increase is
whichever is the highest of earnings
growth, the inflation rate or 2.5 per cent but
by limiting the increase to earnings only, it
is estimated that the pension cost would
eventually reduce from 6.7 per cent to 5.9
per cent of GDP.

Dutch leader upsets
Eurozone neighbours

UK state pensions reviews
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ALBERT RIVERA: It was agreed that his comments were ill-judged.
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IS it not unbelievable, that, in the light of the
recent Westminster terrorist atrocity, the au-
thorities issue a statement informing us that
‘the real reasons for this attack may never be
known’!?

Despite all the evidence and facts sur-
rounding this horrendous occurrence, our
limp-wristed leaders are still in denial as to
the motives and allegiances of this murdering
scum. Well let me just spell it out. 

The individual that committed this act was
a moronic extremist psychopath. A follower
of Daesh, he used their twisted interpretation
of the Koran to suit his own evil ends and
used it as an excuse to make his ultimate mis-
sion in life the murder of as many of the ‘infi-
dels’ as possible.

Brainwashed by evil corrupted doctrine he
believed that that he would subsequently be
welcomed in paradise as a true hero and,
among many other rewards, be presented
with 72 virgins who would be enslaved to
comply with his every twisted fantasy for all

eternity. Some of his fellow numbskull com-
patriots have even been known to strap ar-
mour around their nether regions to protect
their privates from the blast of the suicide
bomb! These are the reasons this lethal mani-
ac carried out this attack, and there are thou-
sands more goat grabbing gnat brains out
there waiting to step into his shoes.

Until those in authority accept that this evil
satanic corruption of Islam is at the root of all
the death and destruction of innocent citizens
its followers will continue to flourish. It’s
time the moderate Imams stood up and con-
vinced their brethren there is room for all and
that those who believe in different routes
along the path of life will never be eliminated
by the fear of physical destruction.

This primitive interpretation is the reason
Jihad has never prevailed for some 1,500
years.

And as a final warning to those who wish
us harm, make no mistake. More evil and
dangerous individuals than you have discov-
ered that there are limits and when the worm
decides to turn the vengeance of the infidels
will be terrible indeed!

Keep the faith
Love Leapy leapylee2002@gmail.com

LEAPY LEE SAYS IT

OTHERS THINK IT

Let me just spell it out for you!

TERRORIST ATROCITY: The real reasons for this attack may never be known.
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31
MARCH

1
APRIL

2
APRIL

3
APRIL

4
APRIL

5
APRIL

6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News at Six
7:30pm BBC London News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm EastEnders
9:00pm MasterChef
10:00pm Galapagos
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:30pm BBC London News
11:45pm Question Time
12:45am This Week

8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm A Question of Sport
9:00pm EastEnders
9:30pm MasterChef
10:00pm Decline and Fall
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:25pm BBC London News
11:35pm Pirates of the Caribbean: 

On Stranger Tides
1:40am Weather for the Week 

Ahead

5:15pm Life Story
6:15pm Antiques Road Trip
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm The Repair Shop
8:00pm Great Continental Railway 

Journeys
9:00pm Stargazing Live Australia
10:00pm The Last Kingdom
11:00pm Match of the Day
11:30pm Newsnight
12:15am Top Gear

8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Help Stop Me Ageing! 

Tonight
9:00pm Emmerdale
9:30pm Harry Hill’s Alien Fun

Capsule
10:00pm Prime Suspect 1973
11:00pm The Nightly Show with 

Gordon Ramsay
11:30pm ITV News
12:00am ITV News London

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm The Repair Shop
8:00pm Great Continental 

Railway Journeys
9:00pm Gardeners’ World
9:30pm Only Connect
10:00pm The House That £100k 

Built
11:00pm QI
11:30pm Newsnight
12:05am Robot Wars

6:00pm Couples Come Dine 
with Me

7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
8:30pm Unreported World
9:00pm George Clarke’s 

Amazing Spaces
10:00pm Gogglebox
11:00pm The Last Leg
12:10am First Dates

6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm The Gadget Show
9:00pm Tony Robinson: 

Coast to Coast
10:00pm Spectacular Spain 

with Alex Polizzi
11:00pm Man in the Mirror: The 

Michael Jackson Story
1:00am Super Casino

5:30pm La Liga Show
6:00pm Barclays Premier 

League World
6:30pm Premier League Match 

Pack
7:00pm The Fantasy Football Club
8:00pm Football
11:15pm Barclays Premier 

League Preview
11:45pm The Fantasy Football Club
12:45am Football Gold

7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Judge Rinder’s Crime 

Stories
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm Lethal Weapon
11:00pm The Nightly Show 

with Gordon Ramsay
11:30pm ITV News
12:00am ITV News London

7:35pm BBC News
7:45pm Regional News
7:48pm Weather
7:50pm Pointless
8:40pm Who Dares Wins
9:25pm Casualty
10:15pm All Round to Mrs Brown’s
11:15pm BBC News
11:28pm Weather
11:30pm Match of the Day
1:00am Cosmopolis

SATURDAY
6:00pm Only Connect
6:30pm Flog It!
7:30pm Gardeners’ World
8:00pm Amazing Hotels: Life 

Beyond the Lobby
9:00pm Grand Tours of the 

Scottish Islands
9:30pm Dad’s Army
10:00pm QI XL
10:45pm Jimi: All is by My Side
12:35am Populaire

10:40am The Big Bang Theory
12:00pm The Simpsons
1:30pm Extreme Food
2:00pm Come Dine with Me
4:30pm A Place in the Sun
5:35pm Location, Location, Location
6:35pm Grand Designs
7:30pm Channel 4 News
8:00pm Titanic: The New Evidence
11:45pm Colombiana
1:45am Ramsay’s Kitchen 

4:20pm Nightmare Tenants, 
Slum Landlords

5:15pm Nightmare Tenants, 
Slum Landlords

6:15pm Can’t Pay? We’ll Take 
it Away!

8:10pm NCIS: Los Angeles
9:00pm NCIS
9:55pm 5 News
10:00pm Football on 5
11:30pm Mexico

9:30am The Fantasy Football Club
10:30am Premier League 

Preview 2016/17
11:00am Soccer A.M.
12:30pm Football
1:30pm Football
4:00pm Gillette Soccer Saturday
6:15pm Football
9:00pm EFL Goals
9:30pm Nissan Game of the Day
11:30pm Nissan Match Choice

6:30pm Local News and 
Weather

6:45pm ITV News and Weather
7:00pm You’ve Been Framed! 

Let Loose!
8:00pm Ant and Dec’s Saturday 

Night Takeaway
9:30pm The Voice UK Final
11:20pm ITV News and Weather
11:35pm Lethal Weapon
12:35am The Chase

7:25pm BBC News
7:40pm Regional News
7:45pm Weather
7:50pm Countryfile
9:00pm Antiques Roadshow
10:00pm Line of Duty
11:00pm BBC News
11:20pm Regional News
11:25pm Weather
11:30pm Match of the Day 2
12:35am I’m Different: Let Me Drive

SUNDAY
4:30pm Holiday of My Lifetime
5:00pm The House That £100k 

Built
6:00pm Flog It!
7:00pm Inside the Factory
8:00pm Robot Wars
9:00pm Top Gear
10:00pm Turkey with Simon Reeve
11:00pm Live at the Apollo
11:45pm Dead Poets Society
1:50am Question Time

1:30pm The Simpsons
2:50pm Gogglesprogs
3:55pm Gulliver’s Travels
5:30pm Night at the Museum
7:35pm Channel 4 News
8:00pm Titanic
9:00pm Spying on the Royals
10:00pm Homeland
11:05pm Gogglebox
12:00am 8 Out of 10 Cats 

Does Countdown

2:40pm Operation Daybreak
4:55pm 5 News
7:15pm 5 News
7:20pm Inside Kensington Palace
8:10pm Inside Buckingham Palace
9:00pm Disobedient Dogs Make 

You Laugh Out Loud
10:00pm The Michael Mcintyre Story
11:30pm 20 Moments That 

Shocked Comedy
1:00am Football League 

10:00am The Sunday Supplement
11:30am Goals on Sunday
1:30pm Live Nissan Super Sunday
8:00pm EFL Goals
8:30pm Live Spanish Football
10:30pm EFL Goals
11:00pm Pl Match Highlights
11:30pm Pl Match Highlights
12:00am Goals on Sunday
1:00am Pl Match Highlights
1:30am Pl Match Highlights

6:30pm Local News and 
Weather

6:40pm ITV News and Weather
7:00pm 5 Gold Rings
8:00pm The Voice Final Results
9:00pm Vera
11:00pm ITV News and Weather
11:15pm The Nightly Show Best 

Bits
11:45pm Hard Target
1:30am Jackpot247

7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm Fake Britain
9:00pm EastEnders
9:30pm Panorama
10:00pm Child of Our Time
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm All Round to Mrs Brown’s
12:45am Have I Got a Bit 

MONDAY
6:15pm Antiques Road Trip
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm The Repair Shop
8:00pm Top Gear
9:00pm University Challenge
9:30pm Mary Berry Everyday
10:00pm Amazing Hotels: Life 

Beyond the Lobby
11:00pm Cradle to Grave
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather

6:00pm Couples Come Dine with 
Me

7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Dispatches
9:30pm Travel Man
10:00pm 24 Hours in A and E
11:00pm How’d You Get So Rich?
11:50pm Britain’s Benefit Tenants
12:50am Three Wives, One Husband

3:20pm NCIS
4:20pm Nightmare Nurse
6:00pm 5 News
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News
8:00pm Lost at Sea: Air France 447
9:00pm Police Interceptors
10:00pm Going Underground
11:00pm All New Traffic Cops
12:05am Conan the Barbarian

4:30pm Football Gold
5:00pm Pl Match Highlights
6:00pm Live Masters - On the 

Range
8:00pm Masters - Drive, Pitch and 

Putt
11:00pm Soccer AM: The Best Bits 

2016/17
11:30pm Premier League Review
12:30am Soccer AM: The Best Bits 

2016/17

7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm The Kyle Files
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm Broadchurch
11:00pm The Nightly Show 

with Bradley Walsh
11:30pm ITV News
12:15am Robson Green’s Tales 

From the Coast

7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm EastEnders
9:00pm Holby City
10:00pm Child of Our Time
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm The Richard Dimbleby 

Lecture 2017
12:30am Galapagos

TUESDAY
6:15pm Antiques Road Trip
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm The Repair Shop
8:00pm Great American 

Railroad Journeys
9:00pm Bake Off Crème de 

la Crème
10:00pm American Justice
11:00pm Inside No 9
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather

6:00pm Couples Come Dine 
with Me

7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm The Secret Life of the Zoo
10:00pm One Born Every 

Minute
11:00pm Catastrophe
11:40pm This is Us
12:35am 19 Kids and Counting

6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News
8:00pm Police Interceptors
9:00pm Inside St Paul’s Cathedral
10:00pm Yorkshire: A Year in the 

Wild
11:00pm Restless Legs Syndrome: 

Desperate for Help
12:05am The Boy Who Sees 

Upside Down

4:00pm Premier League Review
5:00pm Football’s Greatest
6:00pm Premier League 100 Club
7:00pm Premier League 

Review
8:00pm Football Gold
8:15pm Scottish Football 

Round Up
8:30pm Football
11:15pm Nissan Match Choice
12:15am PL Highlights

7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Britain as Seen on ITV
9:00pm Save Money Good Food
10:00pm Play to the Whistle
11:00pm The Nightly Show 

with Bradley Walsh
11:30pm ITV News
12:15am Prime Suspect 1973
1:15am The Nightly Show 

with Bradley Walsh

6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News
7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
9:00pm MasterChef
10:00pm Benefits (w/t)
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm Match of the Day
1:25am Weather for the Week 

Ahead

WEDNESDAY
6:15pm Antiques Road Trip
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm The Repair Shop
8:00pm Great American 

Railroad Journeys
9:00pm Me and My Dog
10:00pm Second Chance 

Summer: Tuscany
11:00pm Jack Dee’s Helpdesk: 

1st World Problems
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather

5:00pm Sun, Sea and Selling 
Houses

6:00pm Couples Come Dine with 
Me

7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Location, Location, Location
10:00pm Marilyn Monroe
11:00pm Meet the Trumps: From 

Immigrant to President
12:05am Gogglebox

4:15pm Abducted: The Carlina 
White Story

6:00pm 5 News
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News
8:00pm Revealed
9:00pm GPs: Behind Closed Doors
10:00pm Can’t Pay? We’ll Take it 

Away!
11:00pm One Night with My Ex
12:05am Gypsy Kids: Our Secret World

3:00pm Premier League Legends
4:00pm Spanish Football Gold
4:30pm Football Gold
5:00pm Football’s Greatest
5:30pm La Liga World
6:00pm Premier League 100 Club
7:00pm Football’s Greatest Teams
7:30pm La Liga World
8:00pm Football’s Greatest Teams
8:30pm Football
11:15pm Nissan Match Choice
12:15am PL Highlights

6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm Local News and Weather
7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Little Big Shots
10:00pm Benidorm
11:00pm The Nightly Show 

with Bradley Walsh
11:30pm ITV News
12:15am Crash: Anatomy of an 

Accident

6:00pm Premier League 100 Club
6:30pm Football’s Greatest
7:00pm Premier League Legends
7:30pm Barclays Premier League 

World
8:00pm Live Premier League Darts
11:00pm Premier League Match 

Pack
11:30pm Barclays Premier League 

World
12:00am La Liga Show

4:15pm Fatal Fiancé
6:00pm 5 News at 5
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm Nightmare Tenants, Slum 

Landlords
9:00pm On Benefits
10:00pm Rich House, Poor House
11:00pm Dirty Dancing
12:00am 5 News

5:00pm Sun, Sea and Selling 
Houses

6:00pm Couples Come Dine with 
Me

7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Great British Buildings
10:00pm Three Wives, One Husband
11:00pm Eyewitness
12:20am 24 Hours in A and E

The schedules for the television programme pages are provided by an external company: we regret that any changes or errors are not the responsibility of Euro Weekly News.
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IF you are one of the many who paid
over a deposit when deciding to buy
an off-plan property in Spain and
then the developer went bankrupt or
disappeared and you lost your mon-
ey, then all is actually not lost.

In a number of circumstances, it is
perfectly possible to obtain a refund
of what you have lost thanks to a
ruling by the Spanish government
and the involvement of a savvy
group of lawyers and advisors.

Sheldon Grossmith was caught in
exactly this situation but as a real es-
tate agent based in Spain not only
did he have a good idea of the law,
he also knew a very astute and suc-
cessful lawyer who helped him re-
cover his funds.

Now, through his company Off-
Plan Property Deposit Refunds
based in Estepona, Sheldon and
his Spanish associates are offering
expatriates and Spaniards the op-
portunity to recover their funds,
even if, as is often the case, they

were lost 10 years ago.
The answer is very simple and

that is that the banks with whom the
original deposit was lodged could
well be responsible in law for the re-
fund of the monies lost, provided
that they didn’t insist that monies
lodged were covered by bank guar-
antees, separate insurance policies or
in escrow accounts.

Almost none of the money lost
was ever in a ‘safe haven’ and this is
where OPP can assist. Sheldon isn’t
totally altruistic as he will make a
charge for putting this together, but
purely on a no-win-no-fee basis!
Those who have suffered a loss are
invited to contact him with a copy of
the original purchase contract and
proof of payment (as well as where
it was paid to). 

A decision as to whether there is a
viable case to prosecute can be made
very quickly and if the decision is
positive, then it is intended that there
will be a three-way agreement,

signed between the person losing
the money, OPP and the lawyer
who will undertake the case.

Once they proceed, it is likely
that it will take 12 to 18 months to
obtain a final court ruling although
they have already managed to ob-
tain full refunds in just eight
months for some clients and in the
event of the judge making an
award to the person whose money
has been taken, there will be a 15
per cent charge (plus IVA) from
OPP and the lawyers will keep any
interest that has been awarded by
the court.

Should the case be unsuccess-
ful, then no costs are charged to
the client.

OPP was formed at the begin-
ning of 2016 and is about to be
featured on Sky TV to explain the
concept. If you want to find out
more visit www.off-planproperty
depositrefunds.com or call Shel-
don on 642 740 708.

Advertising feature

SHELDON GROSSMITH: Could help recover off-plan deposits paid.

Off-Plan Property Deposit
Refunds could help you



My husband and I have two apart-
ments on the Costa Blanca. In the

current market, they are probably worth
about €250,000 for both. We have owned
them since 2002, but have never rented
them. We are non-residents. Our solicitor
here started taking Spanish wealth tax
again in 2014 and we are now paying from

€111 to €140 per person per apartment.
This is four declarations because we each
own half of the properties. Her invoice for
this is around €500. I have read that you
need assets of €700,000 to pay this tax and
no one else here seems to pay it. I would ap-
preciate your advice.

L P (Costa Blanca)

For more news and articles visit www.n332.es or search N332 on Facebook.

Send your questions for David Searl through lawyers Ubeda-Retana & Associates in
Fuengirola at Ask@lawtaxspain.com, or call 952 667 090.

Until changes in
2014, non-residents

did not have the exemption
on the first €700,000 and
had to pay Spanish wealth
tax from the first euro of
valuation.  Now they share

in the exemption, in the
same way as residents, so

you should not have to pay
wealth tax. Make sure you
are not confusing non-resi-
dent property owners im-
puted income tax, declared
on Form 210, with Wealth
Tax, declared on Form 714.

David Searl
You and the Law 
in Spain

LEGALLY SPEAKING

AS part of a new series, we answer some common driving questions, kindly provided by
members of the Guardia Civil based in Torrevieja, Costa Blanca, who set up the N332 web-
site and Facebook page to help break down barriers.

Wear your seatbelts  

POLICE checks by the Guardia Civil, support-
ed by colleagues from the National and Local
Police, are increasing with officers paying par-
ticular attention to the wearing of seatbelts and
correct child restraint systems.

Statistics show that using a seatbelt halves
the risk of death in the event of an accident; a
message repeated by countless authorities, ex-
perts and organisations around the world.

It is important to remember that children un-
der 135cm in height, regardless of their age,
must sit in the rear seats and be properly re-
strained in the appropriate child safety device. 

The use of seatbelts and child restraints is
compulsory for all occupants of a vehicle on
any distance of route and on any road. The use
of child restraint systems reduces injuries by
up to 75 per cent in the event of a collision. 

According to the DGT, road traffic incidents
are the leading cause of death amongst chil-
dren under the age of 14 and tragically, 40 per
cent of those children who lost their lives wore
no protection system.

In 2015, the last year of which completed
data is registered, 22 per cent (159) of those
who lost their lives in cars or vans on interur-
ban roads were not wearing a seatbelt. On ur-
ban roads, the figure was 19 out of 70 of those
killed. Many of those could be alive today if
they had been wearing a seatbelt. 

Using the seatbelt in the front seats protects
the occupants from getting thrown from the
vehicle or impacting the dashboard. Using the
seatbelt in the rear seats prevents the occupant
impacting with the seat in front and causing
further injury to other vehicle occupants. 

Do they pay wealth tax?

BELT UP: A seatbelt halves the risk of death in the event of an accident.

THE conversation with my American mate
starts, “You will never guess who reached
out to me the other day?” “What?” “You will
never guess who reached out,” he repeats. “I
dunno, a baby wanting a cuddle?” 

He then tells me an old friend of ours sent
him an email. Great, but what’s with this
‘reaching out’ nonsense? Just say so and so
emailed me. Why is it necessary to use these
ridiculous new sayings and who invents
them? The only reference to it I can remem-
ber is when the Four Tops sang ‘Reach Out
and I’ll be there.’ I’ve decided to put it at the
top of my ‘stupid sayings list’ replacing some
nonsense about ‘windows of opportunity.’

Dr S, my daughter, is trying to buy her
first house and at a price that makes my eyes
water. My first house was about four grand
and I had a mortgage of £59 a month and I
was always struggling to pay it. It was sold to
me by an estate agent who was also a valuer
and surveyor. He was so proper that he could
even sign my passport! He was helpful and
would answer all my questions. 

I could go and view the property as many
times as needed because I was making a

commitment to spend, what was then, a lot of
money. So jump forward to now renting a
room, not a house, in London which can cost
you a £1,000 a month easily.

What makes me really angry now is the at-
titude of these snotty nosed salesmen that
call themselves estate agents. Dr S is saying
to me that she has just had a survey done and
apart from the little bits of damp that need
doing, the surveyor has said it’s about £10k
overpriced. She wants to go and see it again
with her boyfriend and the agent is saying he
will see what he can do. Have I missed
something? They are making the biggest sin-
gle purchase that they have ever made.  

They are committing themselves to a
monthly payment for the next 25 years or so
and this geezer is saying he will see what he
can do! If that was me I would do anything
to try and make the sale happen. Yes, they
have agreed to buy it, but the service should-
n’t just be one sided to the seller. The buyer
has to be looked after too rather than ‘I’ll see
what I can do.’ How about, ‘certainly you
can, when’s a good time for you?’

Terrible things to hear on a Sunday. I
haven’t done roast potatoes, I forgot to buy
bacon, it’s Monday tomorrow. The doorbell!
No Donny Trump this week, although I have
loads to say. 

Maybe Leapy and I should do a joint arti-
cle. Email me at mikesenker@gmail.com.

Mike Senker
In my opinion
Views of a Grumpy Old Man

What is reaching out?

FEATURE30 March - 5 April 2017 / Mallorca www.euroweeklynews.com28





THIS is a warning to all visi-
tors and tourists of Mijas
Pueblo to avoid getting a €200
parking ticket.

The popular tourist attraction
TUK TUK tours has a reserved
area in Mijas Pueblo where
they start tours from and park
their Tuk Tuks from morning
till around 5-6pm every day.

The area is marked by a
sign, ‘reserved till 8pm’ how-
ever the employees of the com-
pany that conducts the tours
advise visitors that they are al-
lowed to park in the area re-
served for them as long as they
do not need the space for ex-
ample after 6pm. 

Trusting that you get proper
information from such people
with knowledge will cost you
dearly.

If you park there even for 10

minutes after the Tuk Tuks
cease daily operation, you may
get a parking ticket for €200
which is what happened to me
and two other cars on March
21 at 6pm.

I was told by the Tuk Tuk
ladies that I can park there with
no problem but this informa-
tion is false and can be an ex-
tremely costly experience;
probably the most expensive
parking ticket in the world giv-
en out by the Mijas Local Po-
lice.

Zenna A Buchbinder, Mijas

Ask Leapy
I NOTICE Donald Trump nev-
er provides evidence for his
outrageous allegations. He just
makes things up.

Does this remind you of
anyone? Leapy Lee, for in-
stance?

After the paranoid lunatic in
the White House issued crazy
tweets saying Obama wire
tapped him, his equally mad
minion, Sean Spicer, said Oba-
ma got Britain’s GCHQ to do
it, stating: “He didn’t use the
NSA, he didn’t use the CIA, he
didn’t use the FBI, and he did-
n’t use the Department of Jus-
tice, he used GCHQ.” 

How on Earth? And where’s
the evidence? 

There is none of course as
shown by GCHQ’s unprece-
dented statement: “Recent al-
legations about GCHQ being
asked to conduct wiretapping
against the then president-
elect are nonsense. They are
utterly ridiculous and should

be ignored.”
It then took further interven-

tion from Number 10 before
the current White House mafia
decided to say they won’t re-
peat the allegations.

Well somebody should tell
them, once something is said, it
cannot be unsaid.

Are you listening Leapy?
Brian Eagleson, Mojacar

Brexit view
I AM disappointed you were
unable to print my letter about
Brexit but very pleased it obvi-
ously inspired you to write a
more positive Our View leader
on page six today. An example
to others in your industry.
Thank you.

John Price, Javea

The views expressed and opinions given in Letters are not necessarily those of the EWN publishers. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information, errors, omissions or statements, and reject claims
arising out of any action that a company or individual may take on the basis of information contained therein.

LETTERS 
Letters for Your Say should be emailed to yoursay@euroweeklynews.com or make your comments straight on our website: www.euroweeklynews.com 

All letters, whether by email or post, should carry the writer’s postal address, NIE and contact number though only the name and town will be published. 
Letters may also be edited. 

Readers who have missed earlier correspondence can see all letters posted on: www.euroweeklynews.com

HAVE YOUR SAY

YOUR PAPER - YOUR VOICE - YOUR OPINION

An expensive parking mistake

Photographs for possible publication should be sent by email with a full caption to: photonews@euroweeklynews.com

Go Leapy! 
WELL said Leapy. You ‘hit the nail on the head’ again.

Roy Peters

Football brawl 
PARENTS showing by ‘example’ what ‘good sportsmanship’
looks like....was alcohol involved, or simply a lack of self
control or both?

Dylan Machado

EU celebrates birthday
THERE’S nothing to celebrate! Absolutely nothing.

Carsten Thorvald

WHAT like no war in 70 years within the Union? The longest
time in a history I believe. That in itself is worth celebrating.
Seems to me a case of ‘What did the Romans do for us?’

Barbara Jago

Manipulation of water and
electric costs 

MOST people who own a property in Costa Blanca have
most likely been offered to cut their electric bill in half after
talking to someone they know (often a neighbour). Pricing
was from €200 to €500.

I know many who said yes, so I don’t think there are so
many innocent homeowners as this article claims. But they
are all being caught now, with the new meters being in-
stalled, and that is of course not a pleasant situation.

However the reality is that the ones of us who turned
down the dramatic cut in electricity bills are the ones who
paid for these fraudsters. They should pay their €3,000 fine
and be very happy they get away with this without spending
time in jail.

Of course there are a few innocent ones, but the majority
was very aware of what they did. So let them pay!

John B

ACTUALLY John I totally disagree. This happened to me when
my meter fell off its support and could not be read.

I received an extremely high bill, totally out of context
from any other previous bill I had had, so Endesa came and
changed the meter to a digital one while I was at work. Then
I received notification of manipulation although I did not
have access to the meter.

My argument was why would I manipulate a meter if all
the readings for years had been similar! It is a fraud by the
companies.

Wrong John

Dog fighting
SHOULDN’T be a picture of the poor dogs it should be pic-
tures of those arrested!!! Horrible individuals, hope they get
what they deserve...

Paul Nicol

COMMENTS from
EWN Online

THE dreadful event at the
Palace of Westminster
London March 22

numbed Britain.
The brave hearts on the front line de-

serve royal accolades and quite rightly
one should express their sincere condo-
lences and sympathies to all the people
affected by the action of a crazed terror-
ist.

However, at the very height of the
Palace of Westminster boundary fence
fracas it was allegedly reported that the
prime minister, debating in the House of
Commons, was immediately taken out of
the chamber, bundled into the boot of a
car or back seat, then with high speed
sped out of the House of Commons gate
to the nearby 10 Downing Street, leaving
MPs, Lords and employees ‘locked
down in the building’ and the dead and

wounded in the streets nearby.
The following day, the prime minister

was back in the House of Commons ad-
dressing the chamber of MPs and
British public and stated and I quote,
“we must be brave and resolute and
steadfast.”

I have always believed that
when a ship is in serious trouble
and ‘abandon ship’ is an-
nounced, the captain is always
last to leave the ship. 

Now I’m curious as no
matter who is prime minis-
ter, they are dispensable so
was the actions and later
statements of the prime minister
on this very sad day, hypercritical,
stalwart or cowardly?  I would wel-
come reader’s comments please.

J A McDougall, Casares

I’m curious? 
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THERESA MAY:
Allegedly fled the
House of Commons.
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• Average: 8 • Good: 11
• Very good: 16 • Excellent: 21

TARGET: 

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

cart cert kart rata rate rete tack taka take
tare teak tear tree trek carat caret carte
cater crate eater erect karat rater react
recta taker terce terra trace track aerate
crater create errata karate racket retake
tacker tearer tracer caterer retrace
teacake terrace tracker CARETAKER 

Nonagram
How many English words of four letters or more

can you make from the nine letters in our
Nonagram puzzle? Each letter may be used only
once (unless the letter appears twice). Each word
MUST CONTAIN THE CENTRE LETTER (in this

case N) and there must be AT LEAST ONE NINE
LETTER WORD. Plurals, vulgarities or proper

nouns are not allowed.

Euro Weekly News strives for accuracy, but cannot be held
responsible for the accuracy of published forecastsS: Sun Cl: Clear F: Fog C: Cloudy Sh: Showers Sn: Snow Th: Thunder

weather

MADDOCKS’ VIEW ON LIFE

‘ MUM AND DAD ARE DETERMINED TO SHOW SOLIDARITY WITH
SPAIN - RATHER THAN BE BREXITED BACK TO BRADFORD! ’

LAST WEEK’S
SOLUTION

Kakuro Fill all the empty squares using
the numbers 1 to 9, so that the
sum of each horizontal block

equals the ‘clue’ on its left, and
the sum of each vertical block
equals the clue on its top. No
number may be used in the
same block more than once.  

LOTTERY

Saturday March 25

IRISH LOTTO

Saturday March 25
LA PRIMITIVA

EL GORDO DE
LA PRIMITIVA

Sunday March 26

UK NATIONAL
LOTTERY

Saturday March 25

Friday March 24

Tuesday March 21

EURO MILLIONS

39 48 52

53
28

54 58

BONUS BALL

3

BONUS BALL

1 4 6

16
28

18 27

BONUS BALL

7 11 35

36 37 40

1 20 23

44

4

1147

BONUS BALL

28 32 35

39 41

2 17 21

27

5

934

BONUS BALL

8

7

BONUS BALL

Sudoku

LA
ST

 W
EE

K
’S

 S
O

LU
TI

O
N

Fill the grid so that every row, every column and every
3X3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s no maths
involved. You solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.

Alicante 
TODAY: MAX 19, MIN 11 - CL

Fri - 21 13 C
Sat - 22 12 Cl
Sun - 21 11 S
Mon - 20 11 Cl
Tues - 20 11 Cl
Wed - 21 11 Cl

Almeria 
TODAY: MAX 24, MIN 13 - C

Fri - 21 13 C
Sat - 22 13 C
Sun - 22 13 S
Mon - 23 13 Cl
Tues - 23 13 S
Wed - 22 13 S

Barcelona 
TODAY: MAX 19, MIN 8 - S

Fri - 17 9 C
Sat - 15 8 Sh
Sun - 17 8 Sh
Mon - 19 10 S
Tues - 19 10 S
Wed - 19 9 S

Benidorm 
TODAY: MAX 20, MIN 11 - C

Fri - 21 13 Cl
Sat - 21 12 Cl
Sun - 20 12 S
Mon - 19 11 S
Tues - 20 12 C
Wed - 20 11 S

Bilbao 
TODAY: MAX 25, MIN 12 - C

Fri - 19 9 Sh
Sat - 15 8 Sh
Sun - 16 7 Sh
Mon - 19 8 Cl
Tues - 18 8 Sh
Wed - 18 8 C

Madrid 
TODAY: MAX 21, MIN 7 - C

Fri - 19 5 C
Sat - 18 4 Cl
Sun - 21 4 S
Mon - 22 6 S
Tues - 22 6 S
Wed - 21 6 S

Malaga
TODAY: MAX 20, MIN 10 - CL

Fri - 23 13 Cl
Sat - 23 12 Cl
Sun - 23 12 S
Mon - 22 12 S
Tues - 22 13 S
Wed - 21 11 S

Mallorca
TODAY: MAX 20 MIN 8 - S

Fri - 21 9 Cl
Sat - 19 9 Sh
Sun - 19 9 Cl
Mon - 20 8 Cl
Tues - 21 9 Cl
Wed - 21 9 C

Mallorca
POLLENÇA

CALA MILLOR INCACALVIA

ANDRATX
PALMA

MAGALLUF
LLUCMAJOR

CALA d’OR

ALCUDIA

TODAY

POLLENÇA

CALA MILLOR INCACALVIA

ANDRATX
PALMA

MAGALLUF
LLUCMAJOR

CALA d’OR

ALCUDIA

TOMORROW

POLLENÇA

CALA MILLOR INCACALVIA

ANDRATX
PALMA

MAGALLUF
LLUCMAJOR

CALA d’OR

ALCUDIA

SATURDAY
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AK, BE INFORMED AND ENJOY A CHALLENGE

OUT

Across
1 Small label for men only do (4)
4 Contrary for every stanza (8)
8 Heard a singer’s note (6)
9 Building detail is closely followed (6)

10 Put up with a large carnivore (4)
11 Con isn't worried receiving a boycott (8)
13 Variety no longer lists famous rock group (7,6)
16 Admires spectres at sea (8)
19 Swat up on part of Sacramento (4)
20 Borsht is cooked pulses (6)
22 Fungus spoilt a cigar (6)
23 Britain always has time for a cuppa (8)
24 It’s unpleasantly damp hiding in old Ankara (4)

Down
2 Consequently the umpire gets money from

Scandinavia (9)
3 Nonspecific military rank (7)
4 Studies intensely the tiny holes (5)
5 Grades given to sailors (7)
6 Order some draught cider in retrospect (5)
7 She can prosecute (3)

12 Change to open-air function (9)

14 Capital I put into new casino (7)
15 Old church with tough fruit-trees (7)
17 Likely to be in favour of the northeast (5)
18 Heads turn in the gloom (5)
21 First hold out every tool (3)

Crossword Enjoy filling in the following puzzles and check the answers
in next week’s edition

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

Cryptic

Code Breaker

English - Spanish

page

7 Facile, 8 Elixir, 9 Case,
10 Streamer, 11 Farrier, 13 Laden,
15 Armed, 17 Sub zero,
20 Trespass, 21 Aida, 23 Galore,
24 Enough. 

1 Gala, 2 Linear, 3 Feasted,
4 Beard, 5 Tirana, 6 Life peer,
12 Agrarian, 14 Pursued,
16 Euston, 18 Zealot, 19 Label,
22 Doge. 

1 Surplus, 5 Orate, 8 Bonus,
9 Retract, 10 Even, 11 Saboteur,
13 Turban, 15 Walrus,
18 Consider, 19 Keen, 22 Avarice,
23 Unite, 24 Poker, 25 Squeeze. 

1 Subject, 2 Range, 3 Lush,
4 Spread, 5 Optional, 6 Amateur,
7 Enter, 12 Familiar, 14 Ransack,
16 Sincere, 17 Recess, 18 Clamp,
20 Elite, 21 Guru. 

Across:

Across:

QUICK

CRYPTIC

1 Sweets, 4 Odio, 8 Anger,
9 Aisle, 10 Encontrar, 13 Heels,
14 Siglo, 15 Wash, 16 Jarras. 

1 Swan, 2 Engineers,
3 Tortoise, 5 Descargar,
6 Obey, 7 Fantasma, 11 Chew,
12 Dogs. 

Down:

Quick

ENGLISH-
SPANISH
Across:

Each number in the Code Breaker grid represents a different letter of the alphabet. In this
week’s puzzle, 4 represents [letter1] and 15 represents R, so fill in [letter1] every time the
figure 4 appears and R every time the figure 15 appears. Now, using your knowledge of

the English language, work out which letters should go in the missing squares. As you
discover the letters, fill in other squares with the same number in the main grid and the

control grid.

Across
1 Cercano (6)
4 Polvo (en el aire) (4)
8 Sobrina (5)
9 Envelope (5)

10 Bibliotecas (9)
13 Nail (metal) (5)
14 Bag (paper, plastic) (5)
15 Oriente (4)
16 Patatas fritas (de bolsa) (6)

Down
1 Ninguno (4)
2 Estadounidenses (9)
3 Remolacha (8)
5 Paraguas (pl) (9)
6 Dedos del pie (4)
7 To write (8)

11 Dolor (4)
12 Country (nation) (4)

CODE BREAKER 

The clues are mixed, some clues are in Spanish and
some are in English.

Across
1 Horrifying beast (4)
3 Move hurriedly (8)
9 Give details (7)
10 Snares (5)
11 Cut by 50 per cent (5)
12 State of commotion and noise and

confusion (6)
14 Confesses to (6)
16 Armed engagement (6)
19 Car repair shop (6)
21 Low in stature (5)
24 Common viper (5)
25 Sure, confident (7)
26 Necromancer (8)
27 Come upon, as if by accident (4)

Down

1 Located or originating from above (8)

2 Force or drive back (5)

4 Be in agreement (6)

5 Make different (5)

6 Brazenly obvious (7)

7 Posing no difficulty (4)

8 Natural ability or quality (6)

13 Fated (8)

15 Wander aimlessly (7)

17 Senseless or meaningless (6)

18 Free from harm or evil (6)

20 Be in accord (5)

22 Giraffe-like African animal (5)

23 Officially disallows (4)

Down:

Down:



ASTROLOGY: Ready, set, go!
Sun in Aries: This month the sun is influenced

by the fiery sign of Aries. As this is the
first sign of the zodiac, take risks, be bold
and courageously move forward with
your plans. Aries will help you to develop
your leadership qualities, so find ways to lovingly
guide yourself and others. Try different ventures
and experiences this month as a way to grow and
learn. Break free from old habits and condition-
ing, explore new hobbies and ways of spending
your leisure time. Aries encourages you to have
fun, so make enjoyment your priority this month!

Get in tune with the moon : The new moon in
Aries at the end of last month sets the tone for
most of the month of April. A time of new begin-
nings, this is the moment to dive in and embrace
your heart’s desires. The full moon in Libra on
April 11 brings the focus to your relationships.
How can you create more balance here? Do you
need to sit back and observe your relationships for
a while to assess how you feel and what is most
important for you at this time? The full moon in
Libra will bring the clarity you need this month.

On Wednesday
April 26 the new moon in
Taurus emphasises the importance of persever-
ance and determination. With the ideas gleaned
from the influence of Aries at the beginning of the
month, make practical plans towards the end of
the month to help you fulfil your goals.  

Numerology: Create firm foundations
Number 4: This number brings order and struc-

ture to our lives. It steadies
the influence of impulsive
Aries, helping you to bal-

ance action with reflection in
order to make wise deci-
sions from your heart. A

time of endings and new
beginnings as spring be-
gins, gracefully release
anything which no
longer serves you, and
make a commitment
to yourself to honour

your needs and
deepest desires. 

Spend time with
friends and family this
month too, as the influ-

ence of this number
reminds you of the

importance of your support network. When this is
strong, you are able to weather the storms of life,
and help others through times of difficulty too. 

The Tarot: 
Steady Progress
The fourth card in the the Major Arcana Tarot

deck is the Emperor. This protective and paternal
figures helps you to maintain your concentration
and focus. When coupled with assertiveness and
confidence, you can forge ahead this month with
what you want to do, and what you know is best
for you at this time. The appearance of this card
means that structure and logic is favoured over
emotional desires, so keep your plans practical
and focused in order to plant seeds which will
blossom into a healthy harvest later in the year.

Remember also that what you focus on grows,
so think only of abundance and health in order to
keep fears and lack at bay. Expect the best for
yourself!

Sally Trotman
www.sallytrotman.com

Sally Trotman is a qualified Counsellor who works with
Astrology, Numerology and the Tarot. Each month she will
deliver the forecast as an intuitive tool to aid increased self
awareness.  

WHEN you book in for a one-hour Astrology, Numerology and Tarot Consultation via Skype,
Facebook or Telephone this month, receive a FREE Guided Meditation straight to your email
in-box to help you relax into the new beginnings of spring. To book in contact me at
sally.trotman@btinternet.com. Visit my website for more tips to help you make the most of
the month ahead www.sallytrotman.com.

ARIES:
A fiery
sign.

Make enjoyment your priority 

April special offer!
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MICROSOFT founder Bill Gates (with $86
billion) again tops Forbes’ list of the world’s
richest people with the number of billion-
aires increasing by 13 per cent. But bad news
for Trump who dropped 220 places and $1
billion, and must now rub along on just $3.5
billion. Bless!    

Many recoil at the very mention of such
extreme wealth but forget that the world’s
top 10 richest people have actually done
something to acquire it. 

Gates was personally involved with writ-
ing the codes which evolved into the soft-
ware that runs on so many of the world’s
computers and, compared with the likes of,
say, Sir Philip Green, has also done some-
thing worthwhile with his billions, giving
over $40 billion to the Gates Foundation

which seeks cures for infectious diseases. 
Together with the founders of Amazon,

Facebook etc, Gates and co are all entre-
preneurs who have created, mainly
through their own drive and determina-
tion, substantial and reputable busi-
nesses serving millions of customers
and employing thousands of staff. 

One hundred and fifty years ago, the
list would have been dominated by peo-
ple who inherited their wealth across
centuries, originally acquired by men
who waged wars and unleashed other kinds
of violence.

Doubtless, of course, there’ll be tweets
from Trump just how wrong Forbes’

accounting of his wealth is.
But how would we know
whether this is true? Re-
cently,  we’ve had so
much fake news, who
knows what’s truth,

what’s paid for or what’s
partisan nonsense.      

News flash: Trump de-
nies existence of the

moon. 

White House spokesman supports Trump’s
claim. News update: disclaimer from chief
spokesman for Trump’s State Department of
Alternative Truth: “This was a post-truth, al-
ternative facts,  fake news broadcast.” (I
made this up but you get the drift.)

And all this just weeks after front-page
outrage and the nation left reeling in horror -
forget Brexit, Mary Berry added white wine
to a bolognese! - it’s with a heavy heart that I
report things could get even worse. What
about when ‘Trump the Musical!’ opens on
Broadway, with hits such as ‘Ivanka Tell You
Something,’ ‘Your Tiny Hand is Frozen,’ and
the show stopper, ‘If You Knew Putin’...

Nora Johnson’s psychological/suspense
crime thrillers ‘No Way Back,’ ‘Landscape

of Lies,’ ‘Retribution,’ ‘Soul Stealer,’
‘The De Clerambault Code’ (www.nora-

johnson.net) available from Amazon
in paperback/eBook

(€0.99;£0.99) and iBookstore.
All profits to Costa del Sol 

Cudeca cancer 
charity.  

Nora Johnson
Breaking Views
Nora is the author of popular psychological suspense and
crime thrillers and a freelance journalist. 
To comment on any of the issues raised in her column,
go to www.euroweeklynews.com/3.0.15/nora-johnson

That’s just rich! lies, predictions
and the world’s billionaires

BILL GATES: Has done something worthwhile with his billions.
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And sleep....
STILL waking up feel ing t ired and
groggy despite going to bed early? Well
it  could be that you woke up during
your sleep cycle.

Scientists say an average adult has
sleep in 90-minute cycles  meaning
there are five or six a night and if you
wake up during this cycle it can leave
you feeling tired and lethargic, so to
try and optimise your sleep it is impor-
tant to work out the best time to nod
off and a ‘sleep calculator’ predicts
just that.

Blind retailer Web Blinds created the
‘sleep calculator’ based on it taking an
average of 14 minutes to fall asleep,
which aims to help people know when
the best time to go to sleep is for when
they have to get  up,  ensuring they
wake up refreshed.

For example, if you need to wake up
at 7am, the sleep calculator believes
that you should try and sleep at the be-
ginning of  a  s leep cycle  at  e i ther
9.46pm, 11.16pm, 12.46am or 2.16am.

SLEEP CYCLE: Ensures
you wake up refreshed.



Almost half of
all Spaniards
fear the dentist
ALMOST half of Spaniards
(49.1 per cent) suffer from
odontophobia; a fear of den-
tists.

According to data from the
Oral Health Study of Sanitas
2016, four out of 10 Spaniards
suffer on a ‘moderate’ level
but only one in 10 patients re-
port being ‘very scared’ of a
visit to the dental clinic.

In children, 53.9 per cent of
children report experiencing
fear, however, irrational and
intense fear is uncommon,
with only 11.1 per cent of mi-
nors actually feeling that
scared during their consulta-
tion. In both adults and chil-
dren, the Sanitas study indi-

cates that up to 15.4 per cent
of those with odontophobia
use it as the habitual cause for
not going to the dentist. In
these cases, sedation is be-
coming more common to re-
lieve feelings of fear and anxi-
ety, and up to 52.3 per cent of
patients who participated in
the survey said they would
prefer to have some form of
sedation for certain treatments.

The Oral Health Study of
Sanitas points out that the
main causes of fear are injec-
tions in the mouth (63.2 per
cent); pain (56.9 per cent);
teeth extraction (56.0 per cent)
and past bad experiences (27.9
per cent).

ODONTOPHOBIA: Fear of the dentist.
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EVER wondered why the
great outdoors is called
‘great’? Well it seems that
living closer to open spaces
and the countryside could re-
duce your chance of an early
death by up to 16 per cent.

Scientists say after review-
ing hundreds of previous

studies, they have concluded
that living closer to fields and
trees not only helps prevent
an early death, but also re-
duces your risk of being
obese or depressed. 

The study was funded by
Friends of the Earth Europe
(FoE) and also showed that

the great outdoors had bene-
fits for pregnant women, be-
ing considered a ‘natural heal-
er’ with women giving birth
to children of healthier sizes. 

If you are struggling to
sleep, camping could also
help. Scientists found that
sleeping under canvas for a

few nights, away from the
hustle and bustle of city life,
helped to reset the internal
body clock, with the body re-
acting to the natural cycle of
light and dark rather than be-
ing influenced by artificial
lighting from computers and
televisions.

The great outdoors is great for your health
OPEN SPACES: The countryside could reduce your chance of an early death.

For many people, a bite
from one of these bugs can
go unnoticed, but for others
it can become a serious
problem. 

There are a variety of re-
actions mosquito bites may
cause, varying from a small
amount of redness, swelling
and itchiness, all the way up
to those who experience a
full blown allergic reaction. 

Why do I seem to at-
tract so many mosquitoes?

Research is not conclusive
on this issue, but there is evi-
dence that mosquitoes do
tend to prefer certain victims
over others. People with type
O blood seem to be more
susceptible to being bitten. 

Also, because mosquitoes
are attracted to heat, wearing
dark clothing could make
you a more likely target.  

Why do I swell up when
bitten?

Chemicals found in mos-
quito saliva prevent blood
from clotting, spurring your
immune system into action.
The body detects the pres-
ence of the saliva and be-
gins to produce a substance
called histamine to fight it.
When this reaches the bite,
it causes the surrounding
bloody vessels to swell as it
tries to heal the bite. 

How can I treat a bite?
In the case of a normal

reaction, a topical treat-
ment can cool the itch of
the bite, whilst an antihist-
amine tablet can help to
soothe the swelling. Avoid
scratching the bite as this
can create openings in
your skin that allow bacte-
ria in. 

Can mosquito bites be
dangerous?

Mosquito bites can be-
come a serious matter. In
some countries, mosquitoes
can carry and transmit
viruses and deadly diseases
like the West Nile Virus and
Malaria. Recent years have
seen the rise of the Asian
Tiger mosquito here in
Spain, a species which can
carry more than 20 exotic
diseases.

Can I avoid being bitten
in the first place? 

Although it may seem
impossible to avoid them,
there are steps you can take
to reduce the chance of be-
ing bitten. Peak time for
mosquito activity is be-
tween dusk and dawn, so if
you are outside make sure
you spray yourself with an
insect repellent containing
DEET and cover up as
much as possible. 

SPECIALIST: Doctor Luis Perez Belmonte.

Ask The
Doctor

Brought to you by 

If you have any questions for Dr Perez Belmonte,
please send them to: 

jefemedico@helicopterossanitarios.com

Dealing with bites

WITH recent wet weather and the onset of the summer
months, mosquitoes are now starting to buzz about and

cause a nuisance. 



Museum in Palma
needs visitors
A SMALL mini-museum at
the Jonquet Mills in Palma is
not only endeavouring to help
visitors learn about the histo-
ry of this part of Mallorcan
heritage but it is also working
hard to assist a number of
young handicapped people.

A number of guides who
have Down Syndrome have

been recruited as part of a
larger programme of assis-
tance within Mallorca and
they have been trained to
show visitors around the mu-
seum and to answer their nu-
merous questions.

It is thanks to these young
men and women that the muse-
um is able to stay open from
Monday to Friday and a differ-
ent guide is present each day.

Although situated
near to the Paseo
Maritimo, the museum
isn’t always busy so they are
hoping that school classes can
be persuaded to visit, not only
so that the children can learn
about the history of the mill
but also to see the profession-
al manner in which the guides
present themselves and to re-
move possible prejudice.

By John Smith
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PALMA’S heath minister
Antonia Martin met with
the president of the associ-
ation of  Huntingdon’s dis-
ease in the Balearic Islands

to plan a charity event.  
The team are working to

find a venue for a festival
of colours party, celebrat-
ing the Hindu spring festi-

val Holi .  The party is
planned for May 13 in Pal-
ma to raise money for the
association regarding the
hereditary brain disease. 

VISIT WWW.EUROWEEKLYNEWS.COM /FEATURES/RESTAURANTS
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COLOURFUL powders are thrown
around to celebrate the spring
season.

RUNNING until April 1, Garmin RoadBIKE Festival,
sponsored by the German magazine is all about testing, cy-
cling and racing, so following the highly successful event in
2016, this latest festival promises to draw large crowds to
the road that joins Playa de Muro and Alcudia, on Plaza de
Muro, to witness some of the racing scene’s best athletes.

There will be representatives of some of the most
renowned racing bike brands not only displaying their latest
product but there will also be tests of their bikes around the
island as well as guided tours with professional riders and
visitors are invited to notch up the kilometres on their own
bikes.

RoadBIKE
FestivalTHERE will be a four-hand-

ed piano concerto performed
by the duet Blanco-Cortès
as part of the 22nd Festival
de Música Clàssica
d’Hivern. The programme
consists  of  a  select ion of
compositions inspired by the
popular dances of France,
Poland, Austria, Hungary,
Slovakia, Spain, Argentina,
Russia, the Middle East and
Mallorca.  Tickets  for  the
concert which commences at
8pm in the Casa Museu
Dionís Bennàssar of Pollen-
sa start at €10.

Dance
duets

AN artist who is a world traveller and ad-
venturer, Luis Maraver produces what he
calls his own travel atlas as he journeys to
different  countries.  Now a resident  of
Binissalem he has developed a successful

career as a painter and sculptor. A free exhi-
bition based on many of the pictures and
notes he has made during his different trips
around the world will be open until April 27
at the Gallery Dionís Bennàssar in Pollensa.

Exhibition of world images 

Festival of colours 
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FOR those who are into body art,
the Third Traditional Tattoo and
World Culture Festival will be held
on the El Molino site in Santa Ponsa
from May 17 to 24 and promises to
be a real feast of traditional culture.

It is expected that some 200 artists
will attend and over the week at
least 6,000 visitors will come to the
ground to view a selection of differ-
ent artists from throughout the
world, including a number of repre-
sentatives from the South Pacific
and other parts of the world where
tattoos are more than just body dec-
oration.

It is understood that in a number
of old cultures, the addition of a tat-
too often occurs as a ritual from
youth to manhood and many tradi-
tional designs are believed to have
magical properties.

There will be special lectures as
well as a range of quite different
exhibitions which range from
Lemmy and Motorhead, to paint-
ings by Javi Castaño to psychedel-

ic and shamanic tattoos.
There will be dance, bands galore,

world cinema and political speakers
so there is literally something for
everyone and tickets which cost
from €10 for a single day to €80

for the week are on sale now at the
organiser’s website www.traditional
tattoofestival.com together with
more details of what is happening
over the week and a link for hotel
accommodation.

Tattoo in Santa Ponsa
By John Smith

Nordic voices
DIRECTED by Berit Palmqren Wahlin,
the Masthuggskyrkan Chamber Choir
from Göteborg will present a free con-
cert of lyrical pieces at the Coll Bardolet
Foundation at 6pm on March 31 at the
Fundación Cultural Coll Bardolet
Valldemossa. 

Mallorcan classics
THERE will be a recital for tenor and
piano by Antoni Lliteres and Joan
Ciria who will perform works for
voice and piano (known as lieds) writ-
ten entirely by Mallorcan composers.
The concert starts at 8pm on March
31 in the Fàbrica Ramis, Inca and
costs €10 in advance.

Mallorcan 
contemporary 
MIQUEL VICENSASTRE is a Mallor-
can composer who performs under the
stage name of Marcel Cranc and he
now has a new album which he will be
performing at 9pm on April 1 at Sa
Congregació. Espai Jove Sa Pobla
with advance tickets including a CD
costing €10.

SOCIAL EXTRA
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TRADITIONAL TATTOO: Some 200 artists are expected to attend.

THE Mallorca Gay Men’s
Chorus will present a
brand new performance
with 30 voices and a full
jazz band prior to its trip to
New York in June, where it
is due to perform at the
prestigious Lincoln Centre. 

The first part of the con-
cert is dedicated to music
from the 1940s and 1950s
featuring standards from
such stars as Frank Sinatra,
Nina Simone and Ella
Fitzgerald, whilst the sec-
ond part opens with the
choir of pilgrims from the
opera Tannhäuser and con-
tinues with contemporary
music from such diverse
artists as Monica Naranjo,
Bruno Mars and Coldplay. 

The first performance
starts at 8.30pm in the
Teatre d’Artà on March 31
and there will be a second
performance at the Centre
Cultural Cap Vermell on
April 22 at 9pm.

A gay
chorus
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AFTER five years of relative silence,
the singer and songwriter from the Ca-
nary Islands, Rosana returned to the
musical scene with the release of her
eighth studio album ‘En la memoria de
la piel’ (In memory of the skin).

Currently on a tour which will take
her through Spain, to South America
and then the USA, this highly talent-
ed artist is stopping off at the Palma
Auditorium on April 8 with her full
band and by all accounts her perfor-
mances have been very well received
by audiences so far. 

Rosana was clearly born to per-
form and started learning guitar at
the age of  f ive before  eventual ly
moving to Madrid to study music,
which is also where she started com-
posing songs which were picked up
by a number of Spanish recording
artists. 

I t  was af ter  she won the
Benidorm Music  Fest ival
with her  song ‘Fuego y
Miel’ that she expanded
her performances and
concentrated on her
own career as an
artist mixing ro-

mantic lyrics with the sound of the
guitar.

According to the singer, this new al-
bum represents her as she is today, but
also is the culmination of a 20-year ca-
reer where she has performed literally
thousands of concerts and has sold
millions of albums.

Tickets for this memorable gig which
starts at 9.30pm cost €35 and are avail-
able from the Auditorium box office.

Rosana performs her
new album in Palma
By John Smith

ROSANA in
concert.

Ph
oto

 by
 Pa

tri
ck

 D
ob

es
on

 Fl
ick

r

FOR the first time Mallorca
will join the European Artis-
tic Craft Days from March 31
to April 2.  Organised by the
French National Institute for
Arts and Crafts, this year’s
events occur in 18 countries
across Europe with the theme
of ‘forging links.’

The 22 activities are de-
signed to give people a
chance to see skilled crafts-
men in action, and potential-
ly try a new craft  them-
selves.  Activi t ies  are
designed with open-door
days at  s tudios,  t raining
events, and special exhibi-
tions and techniques.

Minister of economy and
finance Cosme Bonet pre-
sented the programme of ac-
tivities and stated, “the ini-

tiative seeks to bring the se-
crets of craftsmanship. 

“We have to enhance the
synergies between crafts and
tourism because it is also an
added value of our land,”
added Bonet.

Director of tourism and
promotion Paula Ginard en-
couraged “the art isans of
Mallorca to participate in
the next edition of the Euro-
pean Craft Days to make it
increasingly successful.”

Crafts  that  can be ex-
plored this  year include
woodworking, stone carvers,
ceramics, jewellery and tex-
tile making, metal forging,
leather works and more. A
complete schedule and more
information can be found at
www.diasdelaartesania.es. 

European Artistic
Craft Days event ONE of Shakespeare’s greatest tragedies will be presented

in English by the Morgana Teatre Company at the Palma
Auditorium on April 20 to 23 commencing at 7.30pm and
with tickets costing €20 for each performance.

The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark has been
performed on stage all over the world in a number of differ-
ent languages and there have been a myriad of films with
the most bizarre Hamlet being Arnold Schwarzenegger.

For those who enjoy the works of the Bard or may be
studying it for exams, this is one of his darkest plays which
explores the mind of a young man possibly driven mad by
the death of his father and the infidelity of his mother.

Tragedy of Hamlet 
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DURING MY TIME IN BRISTOL
many years ago, a fledgling street
artist, whose work suddenly start-
ed to appear on buildings through-
out the city, went under the name of
Banksy who till this day has managed
to stay anonymous. It would appear
that he has never been seen, but I am
sure his mother and bank manager
know who he is!! His artwork is in de-
mand even though at one stage his
work was cleaned off walls and build-
ings. Now, some of his work fetches
more than 1.5 million euros. As protect-
ed art the city council are now unable
to clean off his work or knock down the
walls on which his art appears. 

He has now turned his incredible tal-
ent into the interior design of the won-
derfully named Walledoff Hotel in Beth-
lehem, Palestine.

Situated adjacent to the Israeli West
Bank wall, which divides Palestine
f rom Is rae l , one room a l lows
guests to sleep underneath one of
his artworks showing a Palestin-
ian and an I s rae l i  in  a  p i l low
fight. Artists Banksy, Sami Musa
and Dominique Petrin have cus-
tomised guest rooms, with more to fol-
low.

The hotel also houses a gallery dedi-
cated to art created in Palestine and the
Diaspora (*), a piano bar, and a museum

which tells the story of the wall. A ‘bud-
get’ room, outfitted with surplus items

from Israeli military barracks, is avail-
able from 30€ a night.

Wisam Salsaa, the owner of the ho-
tel, said the establishment, which offi-
cially opened on 11 March 2017, will
be operated by the local community,
the hote l  s ta f f  d id  not  know about
the artist’s involvement until the open-
ing.

The hotel is aiming to remain open
during 2017 - the centenary anniversary
of the Balfour declaration, when Britain
pledged to support the establishment of
a ‘national home’ for Jewish people in
Palestine.

Banksy’s website says of the hotel:
“The aim is to tell the story of the wall
from every side and give visitors the op-
portunity to discover it for themselves.”

Needless to say that the hotel restau-
rant has its own Walledoff salad!!
Well it would wouldn’t it?

*(The term Diaspora comes
f rom an anc ient  Greek word
meaning ‘to scatter about.’ And
that’s exactly what the people of a

Diaspora do - they scatter from their
homeland to places across the globe,
spreading their culture as they go. The
Bible refers to the Diaspora of Jews ex-
iled from Israel by the Babylonians.)

OLLOWING MY
ARTICLE in last
week’s column about

EU staff in Britain, the in-
vestors, on which the UK hos-
pitality industry relies, have
spoken of their concerns in the
event of a hard Brexit. 

“There is still confidence
and demand in the UK for hos-
pitality investment - but its
reputation as a ‘safe haven’ for
investors could be under
threat.”

That was the message of a
recent discussion panel ‘Post-
Brexit British market opportu-
nities’ at the International Ho-
tel Investment Forum (IHIF) in
Berlin. “There are clouds over
the UK in terms of its safe
haven status for us as in-
vestors,” said Martin Bruehl,
chief investment officer at
Union Investment Real Estate. 

“We are continuing to invest
in the UK but it’s getting more
challenging for us to under-
write,” he said, adding that his
company is being more cau-
tious about UK investment.

Keith Evans, vice-president

- hotel acquisitions at Star-
wood Capital Group, agreed,
and said that a lot of domestic
investors in the UK had either
put their transactions on pause
around Brexit or were looking
at smaller transactions.

However, he also said that
he felt there are still good
growth opportunities in both
London and the regions. “We
are believers in the UK,” he
said, adding that although the
uncertainty surrounding Brexit
had made large investment de-
cisions more complicated,
Starwood is focusing on “dri-
ving its assets forward” in the
UK.

British Hospitality Associa-
tion chief executive Ufi
Ibrahim addressed the uncer-
tainties in terms of worker
concerns - she quoted statistics
that there are approximately
700,000 EU workers in hospi-
tality in the UK, 97,000 of
which would be unable to stay
under proposed immigration
restrictions. She said that the
industry could be looking to
replace 50-75,000 people
every year “just to stand still,”
and described immigration
policy as “the single biggest
threat to our business in the
UK” and reiterated the associ-
ation’s call for a cut on VAT.

F

Garry Waite is a well-known foodie and restaurateur as well as a Hospitality Management Consultant. If you are contemplating setting up an operation in Spain, 
or indeed having problems with an existing project contact him on garrywaite@euroweeklynews.com.

WITH
GARRY WAITE

GOOD FOOD, 
GOOD WINE AND
GOOD FRIENDS

IN OUR WINE CORNER
THIS WEEK, I am focusing on
the Pr iorat , one of  my
favourite areas and the wine
featured is Terroir al Limit Les
Maynes 2014.

In 2004 Eben Sadie (a
winemaker from South Africa)
and Dominik Hubre started a
new project  in the trendy
Catalan wine region of Prio-
rat, called Terroir al Limit. They
prospected the region for
great old vines to work with,
and then began taking a very
un-Spanish approach in the
cellar, avoiding small oak bar-
rels and instead opting for inert tanks and larger foudres (*).
The wines are made in quite a natural way, and the vineyards
are managed biodynamically. 

Eben is now so busy he's not involved in any practical way
with the project, so it’s now Dominik’s baby (although Eben re-
mains a significant shareholder). These wines are stunning: so
fresh and expressive, and are a unique expression of this dra-
matic region, whose wines are so often blighted by new oak and
over-ripeness. Alas, they are fiendishly expensive with the village
level wines at 25€, the mid-range 45€, and the last two top
wines are 140€ a bottle (prices are approx and depending

where you buy).
Tasting notes reveal, ‘that

in many wineries in Priorat,
2013 is clearly better than
2014, but it’s not that clear
in the case here, and you
have to take it wine by wine.
In the case of  this  Les
Manyes, the 2014 was the
big surprise, with a combina-
tion of depth, perfume, sub-
tleness and power difficult to
achieve. 

The clay and chalky soils
provide for an extraordinary
texture of tannins, a lot less
coarse than those from slate

soils. It distills all the Mediterranean herbs and flowers, the
essence of ripe red cherries and wild strawberries with some
chalky minerality in a nose and palate that is close to perfection.

So fine, supple and elegant with a lovely purity, but it has real
mineral power with good acidity and fine structure. There were
only 1,008 bottles produced.’

*(A Foudre is a generic French term for a large wooden vat
between 20-120 hectolitres in size (hectolitre = 100 litres).
These large oak barrels vary enormously in size but are signifi-
cantly larger than the normal oak barrels.)

The difference between being a
good cook and a good chef is as

big as the difference between
playing Texas Hold ‘em in your

pyjamas and holding a chair at the
World Series of Poker.”

Gabrielle Hamilton

TELEVISION PROGRAMMES these days are besotted with
teaching/featuring people who can’t cook and then training them up
to prepare a ‘Michelin’ star standard meal for their unsuspecting
family and friends - or ‘celebrities’ who are novices too and put
them in competition with each other, then select a winner who sud-
denly opens a restaurant or does the TV circuit as a ‘guest celebrity
‘celebrity’ chef!!! 

Don’t get me wrong anything that gets people interested in food
and getting them to discover new abilities I am all for. But it does
sort of imply that great chefs (and even not so great chefs) have
worked for years to perfect their craft, but actually you can turn it all
out after a week or so of training!! But the funny thing about these
programmes is that they are often presented or involve the same
chefs that have been on this long and arduous journey to hone their
skills only to appear to impart their knowledge to a housewife in
less time that it takes to make a perfect soufflé! 

Gordon Ramsay and Marco Pierre White come to mind in Hell’s
Kitchen and everyone from Raymond Blanc to Brian Turner ex-
tolling the virtues of cooking a gourmet meal to please or appease
your spouse. Just take them out for dinner - I say!!!

ON THAT NOTE I will bid you farewell until next
week and should aspiring restaurateurs need some

help or advice, please do not hesitate to contact me.
A toast to Good Food, Good Wine and Good

Friends.

TERROIR AL LIMIT: Made in quite a natural way.

Brexit just won’t go away

I hope whoever owned the bin on
which banksy did this piece of art
never cleaned it off unknowingly !



IT is clear that the popularity of
Mallorca as both a holiday des-
tination and the place for a ‘for-
ever home’ continues to grow
and it now has one of the
largest permanent international
populations in Spain.

Without doubt it is a lively
place in which to live and work,
but that’s not to say there aren’t
a number of quiet and restful
areas on the island with prices
to suit most pockets, from those
on a budget to those who don’t
have to count the euros.

Constrained by its size and
the fact the construction of new
property is strictly controlled,
prices on the island  were not
greatly depressed by the reces-
sion and property prices contin-
ue to be relatively buoyant.

For a small island, there is a
large choice of towns and rural
areas to choose from, with
properties including apartments
on the coast, fincas in the centre
and villas around the island.
Just few of the most popular ar-
eas are listed here.

Andratx is situated on the
south west coast and its old

town sits in a valley, attracting
many expats who enjoy both
the town and the port which
was originally a fishing village
that was said to be one of the
most picturesque on the island
and still attracts many visitors
to the sea-front restaurants.

Just six kilometres south of
Andratx is what can only be de-
scribed as the millionaire’s
playground of Port Adriano cre-
ated by the design icon that is
Philippe Starck. With shops of-
fering some of the most well-
known designer names, supery-
achts and the glitterati rubbing
shoulders with the less affluent,
who are attracted by the glitz
and glamour as well as regular
concerts and exhibitions, this is
a truly international town.

Calvia, which includes the
playground of Magaluf, is the
second most inhabited town on
the island and has a very large
permanent expat population.

Moving slightly further south
is the capital Palma de Mallorca
which has a busy port with fer-
ries to the other Balearic Is-
lands and Barcelona and a
lifestyle that is busy but not as
frenetic as Magaluf.

Like any capital it offers a
number of cultural options
ranging from the Cathedral
which took nearly 400 years to
complete, to the municipal au-
ditorium which sees some of
the best international entertain-
ment as well as local acts, plus
the bustling marina.

Even further south and more
inland, but with easy access to
the coast, is the historical town
of Llucmajor which has a wide
range of properties both in the
centre of town and the sur-
rounding countryside.  There
are a number of ‘project proper-
ties’ just waiting to be updated. 

Another newer area is Puerto
Portals which is in many ways
the Mallorcan equivalent of
Puerto Banus with its upmarket

marina, good bars and restau-
rants. Accommodation in the
immediate area consists mainly
of apartments but Portals Nous,
just down the road, offers
greater family accommodation.

These are just a few of the
many attractive towns on Mal-
lorca which regularly attract
new property owners and local
estate agents will help you re-
veal a number of ideal options.
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Look no further for a home. 
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By John Smith

Mallorca: the jewel
of the Balearics

ANDRATX PORT: Just one of Mallorca’s many attractions.
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THE asparagus season is upon
us. Asparagus has been a natur-
al food source in Europe for

thousands of years as far east as
Egypt. 

Those who love wild grow-
ing asparagus will no doubt be
out on the lookout for patches

of the prickly plant to risk
plucking the slender new shoots
to gather a bunch for making
traditional Spanish omelettes
and various other recipes. Some
people even eat them raw, as
apparently was the case with
the ancient Roman manner of
eating asparagus.

Not everyone likes the natu-
rally occurring green asparagus
shoots from the wild as the taste
is rather strong. Cultivated
white asparagus is normally a
much thicker cultivar that is
blanched by mounding up the
soil around the plant as the new
shoots emerge. The blanching
makes the taste much milder
and more agreeable to many, al-
though it still has the distinctive
asparagus taste.

To minimise the discomfort
of searching through the prick-
les and to maximise the harvest,
I discovered a great way to pick
plenty of bunches with no pain
and plenty of gain. I have en-
couraged the wild asparagus to
grow naturally along the stone

walls of my property
by simply cutting back
everything else and
leaving them to
grow as a hedge. 

Now they are
mature after
several years, I
cut back to the
ground about
one third of
plants in
March and an-
other third in
May, leaving
about a third of the
plants to just grow natu-
rally for the year. The next
year I cut the row or section left
growing naturally the year be-
fore in March and the section
from the previous March is
then cut in May and the third
section is left to recuperate.

What this rotation method
does is give bare ground for the
new shoots to emerge from and
an extended harvest period. The
shoots can then be collected im-
mediately and they are the right

size without getting prickled. If
some grow a bit quicker than I
can harvest, I pick the tip and
just let the branching shoots
keep growing to form again. 

When the first early harvest
is finished or my next row is
producing, I let the plants of the
first harvest recuperate. The

plants that are not cut
for the year give the
added bonus of being

able to be harvested if
you need or want to.

I haven’t tried
blanching the nat-
urally occurring
shoots as I prefer
the strong taste
of green aspara-
gus, but using the

rotation method it
would be easy to

build up the soil over
the roots to blanch the

shoots as they emerge if
you prefer a milder taste. 
I don’t add any fertiliser, ap-

ply any pest control or even ir-
rigate the naturally occurring
asparagus as it is well adapted
to Mediterranean living and
thrives here. Another great ad-
vantage of having asparagus as
a hedge is that in the flowering
season the wonderful scent per-
meates out across the field and
garden making an evening walk
around the property delightful.

By Graeme Tyrrell
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THE past few years have
seen the rise of the Tiny
House Movement. Starting
in America, the initiative is
an effort to return to a sim-
pler way of living and al-
though the houses are
small, the philosophy is
anything but! 

It is an inspired and in-
tentional form of extreme
downsizing and these
pocket-sized dwellings
have become popular not
just for their novelty and
aesthetic, proving them to
be incredibly practical.

Contrary to what you
may think, the tiny houses
are not just for the poor,
the reality is two- fifths of
owners are over 50 years
old. These homes are not
only simplistic, they are
environmentally friendly.
One of the most cited rea-
sons people choose to ‘go
tiny’ is the desire to live a
more sustainable life.

With their size, the
houses are also much more
energy efficient.

Rise of the
tiny house

Fresh growing asparagus.

Photo Credit: Dusan Zidar Shutterstock

Asparagus season has now arrived



The problem
JUST like a human infant,

for the first part of his short life,
your dog had no control of his
functions. Then, when control
started, he learned that it was ok
to go anywhere except in his
bed. That is his world now. As
far as he knows, it’s ok to go
anywhere else, whenever the
urge strikes. 

The basic rule
When you can’t monitor

your pet’s behaviour he must be
in the crate. Easy, no? When he
makes a mistake, and he will,
you must see it. If you miss it,
even by a couple of seconds,
it’s too late. Don’t get angry at
your pet, it’s your failure, not
his. He didn’t do anything
wrong.

The process
When you first bring him

home, take him outside. Try to
use the same door to take him
outside all the time, preferably
the one you want him to go to
when he has to go outside. Start
saying over and over again,
‘Busy, busy, busy,’ in low
soothing tones. As soon as he
goes, get excited. Keep saying,
‘Busy, busy, busy’ and add
‘That’s a gooooood dog. What
a gooooood dog you are. That’s
a gooooood puppy.’ Repeat
these phrases as long as he is
urinating. When he’s finished,
bend down and stroke him, still
repeating,‘Break, break, break,’
and ‘That’s a gooooood dog.’
Your tone of voice must be
happy and upbeat. Act as if he
has just given you the best pre-
sent of your life.

Take him inside and put him
into the crate with an old towel.
He’s used to lying against his

mother or his brothers and sis-
ters and this will help comfort
him. Try not to leave him alone
at this point. If you do, he may
start crying and whining.

Leave him in the crate except
for when you can monitor him
every second. He will need to
go outside after every meal and
every three to four hours. When
you take him outside, behave
just as you did when you first
brought him home. Coax him
into urinating with, ‘Break,
break, break’ and praise him
heavily when he does. Let him
explore a little and remember
that your command, ‘Busy,
busy, busy,’ is just starting to
mean something to him.

When he’s outside the crate,
he will try to urinate on the
floor. You must be there to see
this. As soon as the first drops
hit the floor, grab your dog by
the scruff of his neck and loud-
ly yell, ‘No, bad dog.’ Pick him
up, shaking him gently and car-
ry him outside. Put him down
where he’s gone before and im-
mediately start saying, ‘Busy,
busy, busy,’ and within a few
moments, he’ll start to urinate.
When he does, praise him lav-
ishly just as you did the first
time he urinated.

When he’s finished, take him
back inside and again monitor
him. If he tries to repeat it, do
the same thing as before. With a
couple of repeats of this he’ll
catch on.

Use the same technique
when he tries to defecate. If he
manages to urinate or defecate
away from your view, you will
have set your training back sev-
eral days, perhaps a week. If
you try to discipline him after
he’s walked away from his mis-
take you’ll only confuse him
and teach him to be afraid of
you. If he’s more than two or
three seconds from the act, he
has no conscious memory of it. 

He may try to duck out of
your sight to urinate. Don’t let
him succeed in this. Follow
him. He doesn’t yet know that
he’s supposed to go outside, on-
ly that he’s not supposed to go
inside. He has to go and associ-
ates his unpleasant experience
of being yelled at and shaken,
with you, not with his inappro-
priate location to urinate. 

At some point in his training
he’ll go to the door you’ve been
using and whine or scratch to
get outside. When he does this,
praise him heavily as you open
the door to let him out. 

Listen to David on TRE every Saturday 10am to 11am
Costa del Sol (Gibraltar/Sotogrande) 98.7fm
(San Roque to Calahonda) 91.9fm 
(Calahonda to Motril) 88.9, Costa Calida 92.7fm
Costa Blanca (Torrevieja to Elche) 105.1fm 
(Elche to Calpe) 88.2fm, (Calpe to Gandia & Ibiza)
104.6fm,
(Denia to Valencia) 95.3fm 
Mallorca 103.9fm

David THE Dogman

GRADUATE DAY: What a clever dog!

House soiling cure -
Part Two
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FROM time to time we love you to share
your funny animal or travel photos with
us. Our current competition requests that
you share your funny travel photos with
us and our newsletter readership. 

The photo must be one that you have
taken so you own the copyright. Also it
must have an animal featured in the pic-
ture somewhere, or an amusing scene
you witnessed while travelling. Please
name your location and tell us what you
find funny about this picture. Then we’ll
let you know if we agree and add you to
the competition entries!

To enter you’ll need to email your pic-
ture to us at admin@housesitmatch.com
and t i t le  your email  ‘ENTRY Funny
Travel Photo Competit ion.’ The best
three will win a Free Premium HouseSit-
Match annual membership either home-
owner or housesitter - you get to choose.
If you are already a member of our inter-
national housesitting and petsitting net-
work, then you get a free renewal! And

the very best of the shortlisted three will
also get £25 in Amazon vouchers.  

Your submissions deadline is Friday
April 14, 2017

Do you need a house or petsitter? Get
in touch. Housesitting can be a win-win
for both parties, free house and petsit-
ting, and the experienced and checked
sitters get free accommodation! Register
as either housesitter or homeowner now
with a 20 per cent off introductory offer
using coupon code PERFECT20. Visit
www.HousesitMatch.com.

Housesitting can be a win-win for both parties, free house and petsitting and the 
experienced and checked sitters get free accommodation! To find a petsitter go to 

www.HousesitMatch.com or call Lamia on 00 44 (0) 777 214 2742.

Peppy loves the flowers

FUNNY
PHOTOS:
Must feature
an amusing
scene with
an animal.





AIR Conditioning & Electri-
cal Services   H.N.D &
H.V.A.C & C/Guilds Certi-
fied contact us for all your
needs Office 971 230 590
Email info@optionser
vices.es (244804)

SUN Blinds & Awnings
Windows & Doors Best
Quality. Best Service Un-
beatable On Price Office
971 230 590 Email
e n q u i r i e s @ j - m a c . e s
(244804)

LEOCAR CAR HIRE. Free
airport service and com-
petitive rates!  www.leo
car.com  Mobile 0034 609
622 746 (229385)

SOOTY & SWEEP, Chim-
neys/Wood Burning
Stoves, installed and
swept.  Tel 971 231 623 /
629 547 685 (251525)

RÍVOLI AFICINE
Beauty and the Beast
15:15  17:45  20:15 hours
(daily)
PORTO PI AFICINE
La La Land
17:50 hours (daily)

LEARN TO DRIVE IN
MALLORCA. Scottish Dri-
ving Instructor now quali-
fied to teach in Mallorca.
Classes in English or Span-
ish. Obtain your Spanish li-
cence easier or have re-
fresher lessons and get
behind that wheel. Inter-
ested! Call 648 133 929
(241527)

SIGNED football tops for
sale. 2014 all framed with
COA. 1 Liverpool, 1
Barcelona, 1 Madrid, 1 Tot-
tenham, 4 Man United, 2
Bayern Munich, 2 Arsenal,
1 Chelsea.  Offers Please –
602 499 343 (249857)

GET YOUR business no-
ticed online! Make sure
that expats in Spain can
find your product, service,
restaurant, bar or shop.
Contact Spain’s newest
and brightest online direc-
tory TODAY. Call 952 561
245 or email mark.w@
euroweeklynews.com for
more details.

WE ARE currently the mar-
ket leader in our country in
the sale of direct car, mo-
torbike, home and compa-
ny fleet insurance. Since
we started out in 1995, our
philosophy has always
been to offer an excellent
service with the best prices
in the market. For the
most competitive quotes in
English, call Linea Directa
on 902 123 309. (200726)

For Sale

DOG FOR SALE, beautiful,
healthy, Bichon Frise Pup-
py, Age 4 ½ Months.  653
757 768  or 615 213 090
(249856)

PLUMBING & Air Condi-
tioning Services  H.N.D &
H.V.A.C & C/Guilds Certi-
fied contact us for all your
needs   Office 971 230 590
366  Email info@optionser
vices.es (244804)

FREE FOR YOU FREE.
MOBILE PHONE SIM CARD
CALLS TO THE UK FOR
ONLY 1 CENT PER MINUTE
FREE CREDIT WORTH 12
EUROS.FREE MOBILE
PHONE CALLS. CALL NOW
TO FIND OUT HOW.
TEL 902 887 091
WWW.TELITEC.COM (0)

REFORMS & Construction
Kitchens, pools, terraces,
extensions. Landscaping,
wrought iron etc Office
971 230 590 Email en
quiries@j-mac.es (244804)

WE CLEAR building rubble,
garden waste, old furniture
etc. Fast reliable service.  Tel
971 231 623 / 629 547 685

UK/DE - Balearics/
Spain - Anywhere Eu-
rope! Masses of experi-
ence. New clean vehi-
cles. Insured with
Royal Sun Alliance.
Genuinely CARING fully
licensed service.
ONLINE  QUOTES!!
www.bmceuropean.co
m Tel: UK 08456 443
784 / ES 634 344 787
FIND US ON FACE-
BOOK! (243375)

AIR CONDITIONING

BLINDS

CAR HIRE

CHIMNEY SWEEP

CINEMA

DRIVING LESSONS

FOR SALE

HEALTH & BEAUTY

INSURANCE

INSURANCE

INTERNET

MOTORING

PHYSIOTHERAPY

PETS

PLUMBING SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL SERV.

PROPERTY SERVICES

REMOVALS & STORAGE

SECURITY

ADMINISTRATION SERVICES
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PART TIME positions avail-
able for inviting and guid-
ing in the North/East and
South of the island. Must
be native English speaking
and have your own trans-
port. Customer service and
sales experience an advan-
tage but not a must.
Please send your CV to in
fo@eurohealthgroup.com
or call 971-130 938
for more information.
(248103)

WRITER required for Mal-
lorca. Applications by email
with full CV should be sent
to recruitment@eurowee
klynews.com.

FIELD SALES and TELE-
SALES positions available.
Must have own transport,
English and Spanish pre-
ferred, but not essential,
must have local knowledge
of the area and be smart
and presentable. Applica-
tions by email with full CV
should be sent to recruit
ment@euroweeklynews.
com.

FED UP PAYING TOO
MUCH FOR YOUR MOBILE
PHONE CALLS? THEN
CONTACT TELITEC TODAY.
CALLS TO SPAIN 7C PER
MINUTE INCLUDING MO-
BILES. CALLS TO UK 5.3C
PER MINUTE. NO MONTH-
LY FEES, NO CONTRACT.
WWW.TELITEC.COM TEL:
902 889 070 (0)

MOVING? Economical In-
sured Accredited reliable
owner operator Europe
transporter! davidj
g l e nn2003@yahoo . c a
0044 7438 123285
(249781)

READERS OF A SENSI-
TIVE DISPOSITION
MAY FIND SOME OF
THE ADVERTISEMENTS
IN THIS SECTION OF-
FENSIVE.

BIZARRE DREAMS and
FETISH FANTASIES Tel 670
210 581 (220879)

ATTRACTIVE and experi-
enced German lady, slim
and blond is looking for-
ward to your visit or comes
to you. 619 283 276 

NICE AND SEXY GER-
MAN GIRL MAKES YOUR
DREAMS COME TRUE 661
016 936 (220879)

DOOR WAY to ecstasy.
Tantra high sex pleaser.
Move into a moment of
sheer lust experiencing the
ecstasy of your whole
body. I receive you alone -
607 949 696 (249859)

VIAGRA/Kamagra/Cialis/W
eight loss pil ls the best
prices in Spain! BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE on certain
items. Order securely
& discreetly online:
www.costapills.net Postal
Nationwide delivery
s a l e s @ c o s t a p i l l s . n e t
(251393)

VIAGRA, cialis, kamagra all
areas 604 385 476. Via
gra4you19@gmai l .com
(251588)

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

TELECOMS

TRANSPORT

TV & SATELLITE

VAN HIRE

XXX RELAXATION
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PEUGEOT says its new 3008
will become ‘a key player’ in
the booming SUV sector, and
anyone who sees the car and
what it offers will find it hard to
argue with that assertion.

The 3008, priced from
€25,035 (£21,795), is very well
kitted with even the entry level
Active model having driver at-
tention alert, programmable
cruise control and speed limiter,
auto emergency braking, large
31cm digital instrument display
and a separate 20cm touch-
screen infotainment system,
dual-zone climate control and
rear parking sensors.

Launched in two-wheel drive
form, you can specify a Grip
Control option which in effect
provides a form of all-wheel-
drive for slippery conditions.
There are 1.2-litre and 1.6-litre
turbo petrol engines and 1.6-
litre and  2.0-litre diesels, each
with two power versions.

But while the 3008’s gener-
ous specification and multiple
engine options are stand-out
features, the car’s stunning ex-

ternal styling and refined dri-
ving dynamics  give it the sort
of appeal that takes it to the
head of the class. It has a beau-
tifully designed and rather fu-
turistic-looking quality interior
and latest technology, and of-
fers practicality and versatility,
and an upmarket appearance. 

On the road, the 3008 - voted
Car Of The Year at the Geneva
Motor Show - reveals  a neat
balance of ride comfort with
lots of grip and composed han-
dling, taking corners with mini-
mal body pitch and tackling
rough surfaces with aplomb,
despite its raised ride-height. 

The 3008 is roomy for front
and rear occupants and the boot
space at 591 litres is one of the
largest in the sector which also
expands to a massive 1,670
litres with the rear seats folded. 

The top-seller is likely to be
the 1.6 diesel, but my test mod-
el was the three-cylinder 1.2
litre PureTech GT Line turbo-
petrol version which is smooth,
fluent and surprisingly power-
ful. It packs 130 hp, has a nippy

0-100 kph time of 10.8 sec-
onds, top speed of 190 kph and
fuel economy of  19.61 kpl
(55.4 mpg). This sporty GT
Line version is €29,286

(£25,495) and extra kit includes
3D sat-nav, exterior sports trim,
LED self-levelling headlights,
and smartphone charging plate.

The new 3008 is an impres-

sive new model in an SUV
class already packed with im-
pressive models, and I strug-
gled to find any negative points.
It is right at the top of the class.

ROAD TEST by Nick Fletcher

Peugeot 3008 GT Line model

A 1963 JAGUAR E-Type and 1964
Ferrari 250 GTO, worth tens of mil-
lions of euros a piece, almost collided
at the 73rd annual Goodwood Mem-
bers Meeting. They missed one anoth-
er by millimetres on a drizzly English
afternoon that gathered some of the
finest classic cars on the planet to the
famed Goodwood estate in Sussex. 

Cars from all  eras,  including a
1909 Blitzen Benz and an army of
single seaters, raced the circuit in
front of dozens of motoring celebri-
t ies  and wealthy patrons.  David
Coulthard was in attendance as was
Goodwood estate owner Lord March,
who regularly donates millions to
motoring causes. 

One of the most prestigious events
on the motoring calendar, the Mem-
bers Meeting is an intentionally quiet
affair, allowing attendees to get up
close and personal with some of the
finest cars in the country. 

Highlights included an Edwardian-
era race, a mini chasing a rover, and a
moving Wall  of  Sound/Minute of
Noise tribute to Formula One legend
John Surtees who died in March. 

There was a special Group A tour-
ing cars race featuring a Rover, Alpha

and Capri battering around the 2.4
mile track and the Graham Hill tro-
phy pitting Ferraris against Aston
Martins. 

The next big event at Goodwood
will be the spectacular Festival of
Speed from June 29 to July 2. This

year’s theme will be ‘Peaks of Perfor-
mance - Motorsport’s Game Chang-
ers.’ 

Lucky ticketholders can expect to
see the world’s finest racing collec-
tion of 1930’s Grand Prix cars, Tur-
bo-charged F1s, and Group B Rally
cars take to the hallowed circuit. 

Clarkson
Quote of the Week

If you want to win all you have to do is go a little
bit faster than all the others.” Some might say... 

Motoring shorts

DESPITE its post-Clarkson
Top Gear  being roundly
ridiculed as one of the most
disas t rous  TV effor ts  of
2016, the BBC is launching
an American version of the
show.  An a l l -American
l ine-up wi l l  br ing the
Bri t i sh  show’s  format
across the pond for an eight
episode run. 

It is the third time Ameri-
can producers have tried to
turn the hit show, one of the
most popular in history, in-
to a stateside phenomenon.

The la tes t  incarnat ion
wil l  be produced by BBC
America and led by actor
William Fichtner alongside
drag racer  Antron Brown
and wri ter  Tom Ford.  Al l
three are apparently serious
motorheads, suggesting the
Beeb isn’t  taking a  Chris
Evans-sized gamble with its
budget this time around and
hoping for third time luck.

Top Gear:
Stateside 

By Matthew Elliott 

Classics and crashes at Goodwood 

CLASSY: Emerald green

dream machine.
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EURO WEEKLY NEWS
publisher Steven Euesden
was back in the driving seat
at  the Mike G Racing cir-
cuit in Guadix, Granada, on
Sunday March 26, as he be-
gan his quest to attain his
Race Internat ional  C dri-
ver’s licence.

The first stage of the
process involves accumulat-
ing a particular number of
points in nationally-recog-
nised race events, so this out-
ing saw him take the wheel
of a Renault Clio Cup IV car
for two 10-lap contests in the
year ’s first meeting of the
Andalucian Velocity Motor
Racing Championship.

Steven, Team EWN ,  and
the SPV Racing Team ar-
rived at the track bright and
early to compete in qualify-
ing, and he managed to se-
cure a position of eighth on

the grid in the ‘Touring’ class
after a solid performance.

There were several more
powerful cars in this group,
including a Porsche 944 Cup
and a Porsche 997 GT3
alongside other Clios, a Seat
Leon Supercopa Mk2, Maz-
da MX5, a Citroën AX GT
and several Hyundai Ac-
cents.

SPV had kindly decked
out Steven’s car in full EWN
livery, which looked spectac-
ular, and he was given a full
technical briefing on his
qualifying performance by
SPV CEO Raul Garcia Isern
and manager Lars GV Lin-
berg.

Prior to the first race,
Steven said that his main
concern was getting away
cleanly without stalling the
car and he managed to do so,
unlike fellow Brit and team-
mate for the day Shawn

Wakefield, who last year
drove for SPV in the
NASCAR Whelen Eu-
roseries.

Shawn eventually man-
aged to make up the gap and
almost made the podium, but
Steven was nevertheless de-
lighted to gain two places
and finish sixth in his first
ever competitive race, hav-
ing been held up by two
slower cars in the latter
stages.

He thus achieved his pri-
mary aim of finishing clean-
ly and getting some points on
the board.

Following a lengthy
break to allow the drivers
to recuperate and the cars
to be refuelled and
tweaked, there was a sec-
ond chance for Steven to
check out his performance
statistics on the laptop and
get some tips on how to im-
prove.

During the second race
Shawn sped away and

Steven also started
strongly before he found
himself in fourth posi-
tion and in no danger of
being passed.

The event featured a
few collisions, including
a remarkable incident
which saw one car drive
into the back of the oth-
er,  forcing it  off the
track as race officials
waved the yellow flag.

Steven’s race was
somewhat more un-
eventful as he avoided
trouble to clinch fourth
place at the chequered
flag and obtain more
crucial points,  an im-
pressive debut consider-
ing he had never even
seen the car prior to the
day.

The SPV team were
certainly impressed with
his performance, and he
is now set to compete in
Valencia in two week’s
time.

A huge thank you to
everyone at SPV Racing
for another cracking
day, plus Clive and all
the staff at The Mike G
Racing Circuit for
their superb hos-
pitality.

Team EWN makes
official racing debut

STEVEN EUESDEN with Lars (right), Raul (centre) and the SVP pit crew.

The SPV
team were

certainly
impressed

with his performance
and he will compete

in Valencia next.
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THE Netherland’s Vanquish Yachts
has announced their newest model
Vanqraft 16 has completed her first
test drive.  

Vanquish owner Tom Steenjes is
credited with creating the concept
for  the Vanqraf t  16,  which is  a
crossover between a water scooter
and a superyacht tender.  The vessel
can transport up to five passengers,

powered by a  200 horse power
Yamaha 1.8 l i t re  engine with je t
propulsion. 

“With no other  product  in  the
world to compare

it  too, the launch of the awesome
Vanqraft 16 fun machine was always
going to  be a  very exci t ing mo-
ment,” Vanquish said in a statement.

The first  units are scheduled to
tour  the south of  France and the
Balearic Islands in May and June of
this year. 

Vanqraft 16 completes
her first test drive CORNWALL fishing compa-

ny Rowse Fishing Ltd has
been fined nearly €10,000 af-
ter admitting to moving a new
build fishing vessel without
the appropriate paperwork.
Company director Mark
Rowse please guilty on behalf
of the fishing company in the
case brought on by the Mar-
itime and Coastguard Agency
(MCA). 

Rowse requested the MCA
undertake a load-line exemp-
tion survey of the vessel be-
fore it was to be moved but
went on to arrange the tow of
the vessel before it had been
surveyed and the exemption
certificate had been granted.

The MCA then discovered
the boat, at the request of
Rowse, had been shortened
during her build without new
stability measures being tak-
en. Rowse was told he did not
have authorisation to move

the vessel until new stability
calculations were taken.  He
proceeded to move the vessel
from Polruan to Newlyn
without the appropriate load-
line certificate and load-line
markings on the hull. 

“The fundamental aim of
such a survey is to ensure the
vessel is safe enough to go to
sea. This was not done in this
case, which was aggravated
by the fact the structure of the
vessel was not in accordance
with the original plans,” stat-
ed Tony Heslop, the MCA’s
Plymouth Marine Office’s op-
erations manager. 

“This was a somewhat reck-
less decision by Mr Rowse
that could have had some very
serious consequences. The
Merchant Shipping Act is there
for a reason and cannot be cir-
cumvented by those who re-
gard it as an inconvenience.”
stressed Heslop.

Fined for moving
new fishing vessel 

THE 34th Palma Boat Show and the
fifth Palma Superyacht Show are due
to return to the Port of Palma running
from April 28 to May 2 and this year,
the combined shows promise to have
something for everyone.

More than 35,000 people visited the
Boat Shows last year which didn’t co-
incide with a Bank Holiday and suf-
fered from very bad weather, so the or-
ganisers have high hopes for the 2017
shows.

It is unsurprising that boat lovers
from around Europe flock to Palma to
view a fantastic display of yachts and
superyachts worth hundreds of millions
of euros and to enjoy the participation
of more than 200 exhibitors. 

With admission costing just €5 for
adults and €4 for children, the shows
are not just aimed at those who want to
buy expensive yachts. There are plenty
of educational displays, stalls showing
different maritime hobbies, a second-
hand market and a selection of bars and
restaurants  to sui t  al l  pockets  and
tastes.

Opening hours will be from 10.30am
to 8pm except for April 29 when the
Night of the Sea, where exhibitors will
be inviting customers and others to join
them for different social events and the
last day when the shows will close at
6pm.

Not only is this a great international
festival attracting exhibitors and visi-
tors from all  over the world, i t  also
gives a very useful  boost to the local
economy as so many temporary work-
ers are needed to ensure a safe and effi-
cient opening and breakdown.

34th Palma Boat
Show getting close

By John Smith

BOAT SHOW: A scene from last year’s show.

VANQRAFT 16:
Powered by a 200
horse power engine.
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AFTER the controversy over
the naming of the new Antarc-
tic polar vessel which the pub-
lic voted to call Boaty McBoat-
face and was rejected in favour
of RRS Sir David Attenbor-
ough, the British Antarctic Sur-
vey compromised by naming
one of their underwater vessels
Boaty.

Now another official organi-
sation has caused a minor con-
troversy as the Isle of Wight
council initially refused to ac-
cept that its new floating bridge
- which it had asked the public

to name - could be ‘christened’
Floaty McFloatface.

Following a flurry of criti-
cism on social media and a pe-
tition which has gathered 2,000
signatures, the council has had
a change of heart and has
agreed that if that is the most
popular name for the vessel
which is currently known as
Floating Bridge 6, then it
would be accepted.

Time will tell whether a new
contender comes along or
whether the council will stick
to its decision.

Floaty McFloatface
FLOATING BRIDGE 6: Is now to be renamed.

THREE men have been arrested on suspicion of drug offences in
Cowes Harbour after a motor boat hit a mooring.  One man was re-
portedly missing which started a sea search involving the UK
Coastguard, a search and rescue helicopter, and Cowes and Calshot
RNLI lifeboat crews. Several hours later the man was located. 

The other three men navigated the Loose Cannon, their 20-foot
boat, to Trinity Landing where paramedics met them.  They were
taken to the hospital with head, spine and chest injuries. Police
have confirmed one of the three, a 39-year-old man from Water-
looville,  has been charged with possession of a class B controlled
drug. The boat was badly damaged after it hit the mooring.

Drug arrest after crash



FOOTBALL:
THIS weekend’s PL matches
are Arsenal v Manchester City,
Burnley v Spurs, runaway
leaders Chelsea v Crystal
Palace, Hull v West Ham,
Leicester v Stoke, Liverpool v
Everton, Manchester United v
WBA, Southampton v
Bourne-mouth, Swansea v
Middlesbrough and Watford v
struggling Sunderland.  

The second tier matches in-
clude Brighton (second) v
Blackburn, leaders Newcastle
v Wigan, Huddersfield (third)
v Burton Albion and Reading
v Leeds (fourth); it’s Bolton
(second) v Chesterfield in FL1
and Grimsby Town v high-fly-
ing Doncaster Rovers in FL2.

Also on Sunday, Coventry
City face Oxford United in the
Checkatrade Trophy final at
Wembley.

Then, next Tuesday/
Wednesday in the PL, we
have, among others, Arsenal v
West Ham, Chelsea v Man-
chester City, Hull v Middles-
brough (a real six-pointer
this), Leicester v Sunderland,
Liverpool v Bournemouth,
Manchester United v Everton
and Swansea v Spurs, plus
Brentford v Leeds, Brighton v
Birmingham, Huddersfield v
Norwich and Newcastle v
Burton in the Championship.
Plenty of interesting fixtures
all round, I would say.

• Arsenal are on their worst
run of results for 21 years, six

defeats in nine, and leaking
goals galore.

• Everton has agreed build-
ing details for a new 50,000+
capacity stadium in the north
of Liverpool.

MOTOR SPORT:
Around 118,000 spectators

saw Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
win last Sunday’s first F1
Grand Prix of 2017 in Aus-
tralia.

The Mercedes duo of Lewis
Hamilton and Valterri Bottas
were second and third. This
was Ferrari’s 225th F1 race
victory.

And on two wheels, Spain’s
Maverick Vinales won the first
MotoGP of 2017 in Qatar; An-
dreas Dovizioso came second
and Valentino Rossi third.  

The cars and motorbikes
race again on April 9, in
Shanghai and Argentina re-
spectively.

ROUND-UP:
•  England lost last week’s

friendly 1-0 in Germany be-
fore beating Lithuania 2-0 in
their 2108 WC qualifier on
Sunday.

Also in WC qualifiers, the
Republic of Ireland drew 0-0
with Wales, Scotland, follow-
ing a 1-1 draw with Canada,
beat Slovenia 1-0, Northern
Ireland defeated Austria 2-0
and Spain won 4-1 against Is-
rael.

• Dundee United beat St
Mirren 2-1 in the Scottish
Challenge Cup final.

• Ronnie Moran, the former
player, coach and assistant-
manager of Liverpool, has
died at the age of 83.

• This weekend’s Rugby
Super League games include
Catalan Dragons v Wakefield,

Leigh v Widnes and Warring-
ton Wolves v Hull. The
Wolves have yet to win this
season!

• In the Aviva Premier-
ship, Leicester beat
Northampton 36-31 to move
into fourth place behind
Wasps, Exeter and Saracens.

• The Miami Open tennis
championship is underway
and is followed almost imme-
diately by two more top
events, in Mexico and in
South Carolina.

• The Houston and Mis-
sissippi Open golf champi-
onships are taking place in the
USA and Dustin Johnson won
the recent match-play tourna-
ment in Texas.

• Thousands of runners
are getting ‘fit and well oiled’
for the Boston and London
marathons on the April 17 and
April 23 respectively.

• On Saturday we have
the Cambridge-Oxford Uni-
versity boat race.

WHO WILL WIN THE
MASTERS? 

The first major golf tourna-
ment of the year, the US Mas-
ters, starts in Augusta next
Thursday (April 6) and I be-
lieve one of these six players
will end up wearing the green
jacket.

* Home favourite Jordan
Spieth from Texas, winner in
2015 and runner-up in 2014
and 2016.

* Recent Match Play winner
and World Number One
Dustin Johnson from South
Carolina, sixth in 2015 and
fourth last year.

* Ireland’s Rory McIlroy
with three consecutive top-10
finishes and a best of fourth in
2015.

* Australian Jason Day, sec-
ond in 2011 and third in 2013.

* Reigning champion from
England, Danny Willett, de-
spite his poor form of late.

* Japan’s Hideki Matsuyma,
who ended up fifth and sev-
enth in the last two years.

Another six to ‘watch out
for’ are Emiliano Grillo from
Argentina, Spanish youngster
Jon Rahm Rodriguez, Bubba
Watson from Florida, South
African Charl Schwartzel and
the Australian duo of Adam
Scott and in-form Marc Leish-
man who won recently in Or-
lando.

And of course the winner,
and the runner-up, may come
from the following… the Eng-
lish quintet of Paul Casey,
Matthew Fitzpatrick, Tommy

Fleetwood, Tyrrell Hatton and
Justin Rose… Germany’s
Martin Kaymer… Alex Noren
and Henrik Stenson from
Sweden … Italian Francesco
Molinari… South Africa’s
Branden Grace… the Spanish
duo of Rafael Cabrera-Bello
and Sergio Garca.

Plus the huge American
contingent which includes
Texans Roberto Castro and
Patrick rReed; Cleveland-born
Jason Dufner; Californians
Phil Mickelson (now aged 46)
and Rickie Fowler; Charley
Hoffman from San Diego; JB
Holmes from Kentucky;

Kevin Kisner from South Car-
olina; the Florida pair of
Brooks Koepka and Matt
Kuchar; 2012 US Open cham-
pion Webb Simpson from
North Carolina; Nashville’s
Brandt Snedeker; Justin
Thomas from Louisville; Jim-
my Walker from Oklahoma
City.

Or even Tiger Woods, if he
competes! However, if he
does, even his diehard sup-
porters don’t think he’ll make
the cut.

Watch and enjoy… it will
be another excellent golfing
weekend.
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Tony Matthews
International Sports
A former player and now the world’s most
prolific author of football books with al-
most 150 published since 1975, Tony is al-
so the sports correspondent for Spectrum
Radio and lives on La Pilica in the Sierra
Cabrera Mountains overlooking Turre.

Costa de Almeria

Wins for Vettel, Maverick and Dustin
ahead of the Merseyside derby!

JORDAN SPIETH: A home
favourite to win the US
Masters golf tournament.

SEBASTIAN VETTEL: Winner of the first Grand Prix of 2017.
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ENGLAND lost last week’s friendly 1-0 in Germany before beating Lithuania
2-0 in their 2108 WC qualifier on Sunday.

El Toro RC Senior League champions
AFTER fighting hard in sec-
ond place all season El Toro
RC finally made it to the top
posit ion of  the Senior
Baleares League on
Sunday after a tough
match against Union
RC. Even though
El Toro RC has
the same num-
ber of  points
as  second
place RC Po-
nent ,  they
move ahead
h a v i n g
scored 100
points  more
and had fewer
points  scored
against them.

Union RC

was always going to  be a
tough team to play but have
older  players  and not  as
much experi-

ence as their opponents. The
final score was 29 points to
52 giving the visitors maxi-
mum points and the chance
to celebrate the match win
and the season’s league ti-
tle.

Bahia  RC had a  much
easier  game against  Club
Rugby Escolar  who were
down to 14 men but none-
the-less presented a team.
The visitors were on better
form than in  previous
matches, were more organ-
ised and passed more accu-
rately winning by 0 points
to 99.

Ibiza RC turned up for
their match against RC Po-
nent but as they were short
of  players  the match was
cancelled and considered to
be a 7-0 victory for RC Po-
nent.

In the Baleares U16 and
U18 the two teams had a

successful day in Navarra,
maintaining their places in
the A group of the Territori-
al championships, winning
by six points to 35 for the
U18’s and by zero points to
19 for the U16.

Another successful rugby
day was organised on a sun-
ny Sunday with lots  of
youngsters  turning up in
Binissalem. El Toro RC U14
team continued to dominate
their league, winning by 80
points to 26 against Trepit-
jadors.

There are no matches in
the Senior League until the
second week in April when
the JJ Garcia gets underway
which involves the top four
teams in the Senior League. 

RC Ponent will host the
U14 league and the next
matches in the Michel Rodi-
er Trophy for the U16 and
U18 teams. The girls have
the next  round of  their
league in Son Roca organ-
ised by Shamrock RC.

Lucas Muntz tackling for
El Toro RC against Union. El Toro RC youngsters against RC Ponent.

A relieved and victorious El Toro RC.
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