
Spain’s Supreme Court has
ruled in favour of a Nation-
al Court sentence of three
and a half  years in prison
for  the Mallorcan rapper
Valtonyc.

The rapper,  whose real
name is Josep Miguel Are-
nas, was found guilty of glo-
rifying terrorism, insulting
the Spanish crown and incit-
ing violence against politi-
cians in some of his songs.

Arenas argued during the
appeal against the sentence
that his lyrics were protect-
ed under  the r ight  to  f ree
expression and that  they

were not offensive.
The Second Chamber of

the court  re jected his  de-
fence, ruling that the lyrics
lauded terror groups such as
the ETA and GRAPO and
slandered the former king
Juan Carlos I. 

The court added the rap-
per ’s songs contained ex-
plicit death threats aimed at
pol i t ic ians  and that  such
content was not protected
under free speech laws.

Arenas said he was being
put in prison for speaking
out against oppression and
persecution in Spain which
he added was and continues
to be a “fascist state.”

“I’m going to  lose my
job, be away from my fami-
ly and friends for express-
ing myself ,”  he said in  a
statement.

Juan Manuel Olarieta, the
rapper ’s  lawyer,  said he
would seek to  appeal  the
sentence before  Spain’s
Constitutional court in a bid
to have it overturned.

The lyr ics  c i ted by the
court in their ruling includ-
ed ones which said the Mal-
lorcan politician Jorge Cam-
pos deserved a  “bomb of
nuclear destruction.”

More than 200 cul tural
f igures  including wri ters
and actors have said signed
a letter in support of Are-
nas.
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by Joe Gerrard

Taking the rap

THE trial of the Russian mafia in Mallorca has
begun with the absence of its leader.

Two of the defendants, Mikhaili Rebo and
Leonid Khazine, have had their prison sen-
tences reduced to two years and 19 months re-
spectively. They are part of an 18-strong Russ-
ian cartel called Tambovskaya which
established itself on the island.

The court case started on February 19 with-
out Gennadios Petrov, the head of the organisa-
tion who was arrested in his house in Calvia.

The Prosecution intends to fine Rebo €1.6
million, and Khazine (who had mitigating cir-
cumstances) €26,000.

Lawyers for the defendants argued for their
acquittal on the first day, but prosecutors pro-
duced nearly 500 pages of indictments in re-
sponse.

According to the prosecution, the criminal
group consisted of individuals from Russia, the
US, Switzerland and others in Europe who set-
tled in the Balearics and the Costa del Sol.

Among other activities, the ring was guilty
of murder, arms trafficking, extortion, fraud,
forged documents, bribery, drugs trafficking
and giving out ‘beatings by order.’

Russian drugs ring busted

UPHELD: Arenas, who performs under the name
Valtonyc, had his appeal refused by Spain’s Supreme
Court.



MILITARY justice officials
have begun inquiries into two
alleged cases of sexual assault
in the Gerona and the Palma
army barracks.

Two female soldiers have
made complaints to army au-
thorities over the accusations
which reportedly involve a
corporal and a lieutenant re-
spectively.

The first case is said to
have come to light after the
alleged victim decided not to
apply for professional renew-
al in the armed forces. Her
captain asked why and the
soldier made the accusations
to him at the Gerona barracks.

The captain then informed
General Francisco Javier
Varela, the army’s chief of
staff, who has opened a disci-
plinary file and sent it to a
military court in Cataluña. It
is now reportedly conducting

initial inquiries into the case.
The second case allegedly

took place at the barracks of
the 47th Infantry Regiment in
Palma last November.

A solider there requested
medical leave due to harass-
ment she claims to have re-
ceived from a lieutenant.

Proceedings for that case
have been passed onto the
Territorial Military Law
Court in the city which has
opened inquiries. 

The lieutenant has also
been assigned elsewhere in
the army although it is un-
clear if this was in connection
with the accusations.

Military justice officials
will now determine whether
the accusations need to be
taken further. The Ministry of
Defence has said protocol has
been applied in the cases and
both alleged victims have
been offered psychological
and legal support. 

RESIDENTS of Avenida Fra
Joan Llabres, in Palma, have
slammed the council for the col-
lateral impact of the demolition
of Playa Park Hotel.

Blankets of gravel and dust
have covered their cars in the
parking lot, and they have not
received any information about
the works or any offers about re-
pairing the damage.

The neighbours are outraged
that the volume of dirt is sim-
ply allowed to scatter across
the area, with no safeguards

for public health.
Bulldozers began the demoli-

tion job on the hotel on January
24, and residents are also dis-
gruntled by the noise pollution
that has ensued.

A formal complaint has been
issued to the council, with an ex-
pectation of some form or clean-
ing operation or compensation.

The old hotel will be replaced
by a new four-star resort which
is expected to open in the sum-
mer of 2019.
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Army barracks fight
off sexual abuse

claims 

NEWS EXTRA
Jail request
for hacker
A WOMAN accused of il-
legally accessing her ex-
boyfriend’s emails has ap-
peared in court where she
said she opened his ac-
count accidentally,  with
prosecutors requesting two
and half years in prison if
she is found guilty.

Drugs arrest
THREE men who al-
legedly trafficked mari-
huana were arrested after
police caught two of them
getting into a van loaded
with plants from a build-
ing in Son Gotleu.

Worker hurt
A 46-YEAR-OLD has been in-
jured after falling into a gravel
tank at work where he re-
mained for half an hour before
emergency services arrived and
took him to hospital with leg in-
juries and breathing problems.

by Tom Woods

by Joe Gerrard

KNOCKED DOWN: The
Playa Park Hotel.

Dusty demolition 
angers locals
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The total number of news and features
which appeared in Issue 1702 of the  Eu-
ro Weekly News Mallorca edition, in-
cluding 34 local stories.108

Email: 
newsdesk@euroweeklynews.com 

or call 951 38 61 61 and ask 
for the EWN news team.
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‘A university 
city’
THE Balearic Education Minister
said the islands’ government wants
Palma to become a university city
but that a consensus must first be
reached.  Mart i  March made the
comments following a question over
meetings to move the University of
the Balearic Island’s facilities to the
city centre.

Police pay
UNIONS representing police offi-
cers have walked away from nego-
tiations on wage increases. Their
members were offered an average
pay r i se  of  be tween €4,800 and
€6,000 a year after thousands of
them demonstrated in Palma de-
manding their pay be made equal to
other forces in Spain. 

Hospital claims
A COMPANY that charged hospitals
in Spain up to three times more than
the official rate for healthcare costs
for foreign tourists reportedly oper-
ated at  Manacor ’s  hospi ta l  unt i l
around 2010. 

International Care Patient Assis-
tance (ICPA) reportedly billed the
hospital despite EU patients having
health cards.

Terrace talks
RESTURANTS in the Blanquerna
area of Palma have launched a cam-
paign against proposals from the
city’s council to restrict the size of
their outdoor seating areas. The es-
tablishments said their terraces have
not  caused any problems on the
street and that changes would hurt
businesses.  

Park expands
THE Balearic government is set to
extend the size of the Albufera Nat-
ural Park by almost 420 hectares on
its 30th anniversary of being de-
clared a protected area. Francinca
Armengol, the head of the govern-
ment, said the expansion would help
preserve and improve the site.

A MAGICAL display is taking place
in the hills and mountains of Mediter-
ranean Spain.

For a few weeks in January and
February hundreds of thousands of al-
mond trees erupt into blossom, with
the countryside briefly transformed in-
to a spectacular fairytale landscape of
delicate pink and white hues.

Grown mostly in Andalucia,
Aragon, Cataluña, Valencia, Murcia,

and the Balearic Islands, almonds
form an important part of the local di-
et, being used to prepare everything
from soups and sauces to cakes, pas-
tries, marzipan and nougat.

Almonds form part of the Prunus
‘stone fruit’ genus along with plums,
cherries, peaches, nectarines and apri-
cots.

Native to the Middle East and
Northern Africa, the trees were domes-

ticated around 3,000 BC and brought
to Spain by the Moors.

And the country is now the world’s
second-largest producer of almonds
after the United States.

More than 100 varieties are current-
ly grown, but only five are produced
on a commercial scale, with the mar-
cona form - known as the queen of al-
monds - widely considered to be the
best quality in the world.

IN THE PINK: Snow blankets
the Sierra Nevada
mountains in Granada as
almond trees burst into
flower on the lower slopes.

THE BIG PICTURE Nº 2Blooming
gorgeous
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IT is an ancient festival of unknown origin.
Taking place in the hamlet of Navalacruz in the

foothills of the Sierra de Gredos mountains, Avila,
the Los Harramachos ritual is thought to be a pre-
Roman call to protect livestock and children and
boost fertility at the onset of spring.

During the event revellers dress in fearsome-
looking costumes made from sacking, animal
skins and natural materials, concealing their faces
with animalistic masks.

And a number of different characters are in-
volved in the annual celebration, which took
place last Saturday.

The Harramachos themselves are brash,
masked individuals with a frightening appear-
ance, although they do not participate in the ritual
itself.

The Heifer is the incarnation of evil and wears
a set of cow antlers and a bell at the waist, with
three black crosses painted on his face.

He chases women and lifts their skirts with his
horns, before fighting and ‘dying’ in the village
square.

El Vaquero carries chorizo, wine and bread,
and traditionally rewarded children who rang
small bells.

The mayor is the highest-ranking of the Fifths -
boys who turned 18 during the previous year -
and can be recognised by his black cloak and long
stick that is used to leap the Chico River several
times at a point of his choosing during a key part
of the ceremony. 

He temporarily becomes mayor of the village
during the festival.

Yes    83% No    17%

Do you agree with the Balearics’ decision
to ban tourists from travelling to the

islands in diesel or petrol cars? 

Do you agree with Formula 1's decision to replace grid girls
with grid kids?

LAST WEEK’S POLL:

Police warn of exact speeds that will
trigger roadside radar cameras8,806
Couple face fine after shooting adult
film in national park in Spain3,987
Brit ‘crack  head’ arrested in Benidorm
after stabbing British bar owner2,915

views

views

views

Police stop overloaded car and can’t 
believe what they find 2,706

views

Motor homes plague Costa Blanca
beaches2,491

views

www.euroweeklynews.com

137,231 Page views

EWN online
this week

*For week 12 - 19 February

TOP

A Harramacho looks on and (inset) revellers gather in the village square.

Spring watch POLL OF THE WEEK

SPEEDING SNAP: The EXACT speeds that
will trigger the devices have been revealed.
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SHE recently finished fourth on
Celebrity Big Brother after splitting
from rugby player fiancé Denny
Solomona.

And former Ex On The Beach star
Jess Impiazzi, 28, certainly appeared
to be living life to the full after hitting
the beach at an unknown location in
Spain.

The London-born beauty left little
to the imagination after slipping into
a barely-there swimsuit for a racy
frolic in the shallows.

Jess the
ticket!

AFTER months of speculation
they finally confirmed their ro-
mance on Valentine’s Day.

And Spanish dancer Gorka
Marquez, 27, and actress Gemma
Atkinson, 33, are clearly head
over heels after the pair posted a
series of snaps after jetting to
Tenerife for a blast of winter
sun.

The loved-up couple
were pictured enjoying a
tanning session on the
beach, with Gemma
sporting a skimpy bikini
and Gorka showcasing his
rippling torso, after earlier
uploading a video of themselves
arm wrestling.

Although they had previously
denied any romantic link, Gemma
let the cat out of the bag on Valen-
tine’s Day as she posted a picture
of them sat on a rock together
with her head resting on his shoul-
der.

She captioned the shot: ‘Here’s
to many more kid. Happy Valen-
tine’s Day @gorka_marquez.’

Their idyllic getaway came af-
ter the pair wrapped up the Strictly
Come Dancing live tour.

HE’S the Oscar-winning Spanish actor
who married fellow star Penelope Cruz.

And dad-of-two Javier Bardem, 48, has
revealed that his next film project will be
to provide a voice-over commentary for
upcoming environmental flick Sanctuary.

The project aims to draw attention to
the plight of the Antarctic and create the
world’s largest nature reserve.

THE West Bromwich Albion players
who allegedly stole a taxi from a
Barcelona McDonald’s have been let off
by Spanish police. 

Jonny Evans, 30, Gareth Barry, 36,
Jake Livermore, 28 and Boaz Myhill,
35, were expected to face community
service or a fine, but a court in the Cata-
lan capital shelved the case due to ‘a
lack of proof.’

The quartet reportedly broke a mid-
night curfew and returned drunk at 6am,
leaving a set of taxi keys at reception be-
fore heading to bed. They were quizzed
at a Local Police station and later released
an apologetic statement via the club.

They had been staying in Cataluña for
three days warm weather training ahead
of an FA Cup fifth round game at home
to Southampton, which they lost 2-1.

Strictly on
beach duty

SHE’S never
been shy of
flaunting her
surgically-en-
hanced assets on social media. And ex-
Geordie Shore star Chantelle Connelly
had even more to display after slipping in-
to an orange thong to display the result of
her new bum implants.

The 27-year-old jetted to Marbella on
the Costa del Sol for the surgery, and cap-
tioned the saucy snap with a series of
peach emojis.

focus
Life’s a
peach!

Dancing on ice

Celeb

CHEEKY BUM TIME:
Chantelle shows off
her new curves.

CIRCLED: From L-R, culprits
Livermore, Barry, Evans and
Myhill.

Gorka Marquez/Instagram

|
LO

VED
UP: Gemma and Gorka.

IN THE PINK:
The stunner
recently made
the CBB final.

Jess Im
piazzi/Instagram
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TEN members of a leftist group charged
with public order offences over an anti-
tourism protest have claimed they did
not take part in the demonstration. 

Five members of the Arran group,
which organised the protest in Palma’s
harbour, said they were not in Mallorca
when it took place. Another five claimed
they did not participate in the protest
which took place in July last year.

Two of the members have admitted

they were at the demonstration, accord-
ing to sources reported in the Spanish
media. The 12 people charged are set to
testify in court in hearings scheduled be-

tween March 9 and 13.
Forty people took part in the protest

against mass tourism on the island in the
harbour area next to bars and restaurants

filled with holidaymakers in July 2017.
A video posted online appears to show

people setting off smoke flares and wav-
ing banners next to boats moored in the
port. Police were able to identify the 12
people charged from the video and from
witness statements. Authorities and
restaurant owners claim the group went
into the terraces of food and drink estab-
lishment and covered diners in smoke
and confetti. Arran said it was peaceful.

Two anti-tourist
protestors ‘fess up

NEWS EXTRA
Mountain 
stays
THE number of stays
overnight in Mallorca’s 12
mountain shelters in-
creased by 67 per cent in
2017, with a total of
around 14,220 stays regis-
tered last year compared to
more than 8,490 in 2016.

Promo trip
MALLORCA officials
plan to attract more
Danish tourists to the is-
land during the off-peak
season at The Danish
Travel Fair in Herning as
the Danes allegedly have
more spending power
and make longer trips.

Palma police
MORE officers have been
put on the streets of the
Mallorcan capital, with a
total of 120 police officers
divided among 10 zones
which each have between
six and 17 officers to cover
them.

Hotels appeal
HOTEL owners in the
Playa de Palma are set to
ask for more police offi-
cers in the area during the
next tourism season to
help prevent illegal activi-
ty and anti-social behav-
iour.  

Tyre dumps
AN illegal tyre spill has
been found by Local Po-
lice in the area of Buny-
ola, a few days after an-
other one was discovered
in a nature reserve in
Lloret.

Tower costs
PALMA’S council is set to
pay €1,098,000 towards
changes to works for the
Son Puig pylon project
with the money to be
sourced from tourist tax
revenues, according to the
authority’s urbanism
spokesperson.
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AROUND 2,500 people took to
the streets of Mallorca’s capital
to protest what they said was
the forced imposition of Catalan
culture on the Balearic Islands.

The demonstration, organised
by the Mos Movem group, was
called following the Balearic
government’s announcement
that workers in the island’s
health centres would be re-
quired to speak Catalan.

Politicians from the Partido
Popular and Ciudadanos, as
well as Jorge Campos of the re-
cently founded Actua Baleares
regionalist party, joined the
protests in Palma held on Sun-
day.

Campos said the Catalan lan-
guage should never be made a
requirement for medical staff on
the islands and that health cen-
tres were losing great employ-
ees as a result.

Demonstrators marched from
the Placa d’Espanya to the Con-
solat de Mar building carrying
banners which bore slogans that
said: “We are Balearic, not
Catalan,” among others. 

Ursula Mascaro, a spokesper-

son for Mos Movem, said the
islands were not part of an
“imaginary” Catalan land.

“We do not accept the impo-
sition of Catalan because we
don’t want it. We are bilingual
and we understand each other,
but we do not want to commu-
nicate in standard Catalan,” she
said.

The Obra Cultural Balear, a

pro-Catalan group on the island,
said people on the islands had
the right to speak Catalan and to
communicate with hospital staff
in the language.

Jaume Mateu, a spokesper-
son for the group, said: “We
will not allow any retrenchment
in the matter of linguistic rights,
especially if that comes from
the administration.”

PROTESTS: Demonstrators gathered in Palma to oppose requirements for staff
in health centres to speak Catalan.

Now we want to hear your views.
YOUR PAPER - YOUR VOICE - YOUR OPINION

www.euroweeklynews.com

OUR VIEW

SPAIN has announced it is to tackle the illegal wildlife trade.
It is the country’s first crack at confronting the issue, and comes

after a gang of monkey traffickers were recently caged by Guardia
Civil investigators.

Animal rights campaigners will be overjoyed at the news the
country long-known as the gateway to Europe for poachers oper-
ating in Africa and the Americas is finally acting to address the
problem. But will the government’s measures make a difference? 

The official plan speaks of increases in funds for awareness
campaigns and the provision of alternative livelihoods for com-
munities involved in poaching, but crucially, it does not have a
specific budget.

Wildlife trafficking is among the most profitable criminal activ-
ities in the world, worth hundreds of millions of Euros per year.

Demand is unlikely to be stemmed by an educational crusade,
while it will surely be difficult if not impossible to convince local
people profiting from the trade that they should seek new employ-
ment. Conservation biologists say that in reality, Spain will need to
spend millions to make even a small change.

And based on previous pledges by a Spanish government
which has a long history off flouting or simply ignoring environ-
mental laws, the level of investment is likely to be lacking.

While this week’s announcement has been widely cheered by
animal lovers, including many readers of the Euro Weekly News
website, time will tell whether it is simply a token gesture.

Wildlife trade pledge
smacks of tokenism

Work contracts were signed last month
according to government figures, although

only 9.8 per cent were permanent.
1.7

million

Protest held against 
‘Catalanisation’ of islands
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NEWS EXTRA
Victims
remembered
CULTURAL authorities are
set to propose that February
24 be made a Day of Re-
membrance for the Victims
of Francoism, with visits to
a Civil War memorial
planned for the day after.  

Exam cheats
TWO Nigerian men who
falsified documents in or-
der to take a Spanish lan-
guage exam to get citizen-
ship have been arrested by
police in Palma after one
of the teachers at the cen-
tre alerted the authorities.

Court ruling
THE High Court has ruled
that two non-Spanish
women who worked as
prostitutes at a club in Pal-
ma were exploited and are
entitled to €4,000 each in
compensation for moral
damage.

THE government of Spain’s Balearic Is-
lands is planning widespread new cli-
mate change regulations in Mallorca,
Menorca, Ibiza and Formentera in a bid
to be greener and protect the ‘endan-
gered’ environment from carbon dioxide
emissions.

It is proposing to ban all tourists trav-
elling from the mainland in diesel vehi-
cles from 2025 and in petrol vehicles
from 2035.

By 2020, car rental firms will be
obliged to have to have at least two per
cent of their fleet in electric vehicles,
rising to 100 per cent within the follow-
ing 15 years.

And from 2025 islanders will not be
able to purchase diesel cars or petrol ve-
hicles from 2035.

It’s currently estimated that 35 per
cent of CO2 emissions in the Balearic
Islands comes from road traffic, but no
new regulations have been proposed for
boats yet.

Island leaders also want the closure of
all the power stations and want to see
solar panels installed in large car parks,
new buildings and industrial buildings
of more than 1,000 square metres.

At the moment, only 2 per cent of the
energy produced on the Balearics comes
from renewable energy sources.

Local councils will have five years to
replace all public lighting on the islands
to LED.

President of the Balearic government
Francina Armengol said: “The rules
place the Balearics at the forefront of
the communities in the fight against cli-
mate change with measures that acceler-
ate the transition from diesel and petrol

to 100 per cent clean mobility, with
electric public transport and vehicles.

“The goal is to lay the foundation for
the future of the Balearic Islands to
work fully with renewable energies and
to grow smartly and sustainably, re-
specting what we most cherish: our ter-
ritory and our environment.

“The proposed law is ahead of the fu-

ture and looks to the long term, planning
the society we want on the 2050 hori-
zon, with concrete and timed measures.

“It will allow us to fulfil the interna-
tional commitments acquired in the
Paris Agreement.”

The proposals will have to go out to
public consultation before being ap-
proved.

Proposed ban on tourist cars 

OUR FRIENDS ELECTRIC: The Balearics could soon be turning greener.



WORLDWIDE rental  and
home-sharing company,
Airbnb, is facing a huge fine
in Spain for ignoring the law
and offering ‘illegal’ rentals.

The Balearic Islands gov-
ernment has slapped a

€300,000 fine on the com-
pany for advertising proper-
ties that do not have a holi-
day rental  l icence -  a
measure that was introduced
last August.

The company has 15 days
to answer the charge and
avoid the penalty.

Tourism officials on the
islands have described the
flouting of the law as ‘very
serious’ and say the compa-
ny has been repeatedly
warned that what it was do-
ing was illegal.

The €300,000 f ine in-
cludes sanctions for adver-
tising 20 homes in Mallorca

without the legal require-
ments.

Airbnb says they haven’t
received any official notifi-
cat ion of  a  f ine and local
famil ies could lose €100
million because of the new
tourist  rental  laws in the
Balearics.

They est imate that  last
year the Airbnb community
generated more than €500
million for the Balearic Is-
lands’ economy.

Airbnb says they want to
continue to work with the
government in the Balearics
to develop a ‘progressive
home-sharing regulation.’
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NEWS EXTRA
Social 
security
THE number of  non-
Spanish paying into the
Balearic welfare system
increased by 5,729 from
January 2017 to the first
month of  this  year,  but
was lower than Decem-
ber last year by 1,299.

Jackpot win
A ONCE lottery ticket
which reportedly had a
prize of €2,000 a month
for 10 years has been
won in Marratxi follow-
ing the draw last Sun-
day. 

112 calls
THE number of calls to
the 112 Emergency line
in the Balearic Islands
stood at 781,074 at the
end of last year, with al-
most 80 per cent of these
made in Mallorca. 

TWO RCD Mallorca greats ,  Javier  Olaizola  and
Samuel Eto’o have just lost their houses on the island,
although for different reasons.

Former captain and coach Olaizola has been evicted
from his home in Portol by a bank for not paying the
mortgage.

Eto’o however, had one home in Son Vida and the
other in Costa d’en Blanes (in Calvia), but has sold
them off.

The house where Olaizola lived now stands with a
‘se vende’ sign outside, and the logo of the associated
bank.

Olaizola is without a team after having been sacked
last season at Mallorca, where he only managed for 15
matches.

Although he has had other offers of management,
Olaizola has not returned to work because he has been
recovering from a car accident from which he has long
term injuries.

Eto’o has been caught up in a tax scandal in recent
years, and has been ordered to sell the houses by the
courts.

SELLING UP: Eto’o has been legally forced to
sell his Mallorcan homes.
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Local football
legends sell homes

Airbnb facing huge
fine for ‘illegal rentals’

AIRBNB: Facing a big fine in Spain for ‘illegal’ holiday rentals.





AFTER a decade of agony He-
len and Len Prior have finally
received a payout for their ille-
gally demolished home.

“Now this is over, we just
want to try and recover our
lives, we have lost 10 years
that no amount of money can
ever replace,” Helen said.

It comes as the couple,
both in their early 70’s, were
paid a settlement of almost
€236,000 by Vera Council.

Helen thanked lawyers
Victor Martinez and Jose
Contreras for their “hard
work over the last 10 years,”
but pointed out that the pay-
out is “very poor” since it
does not even cover the origi-
nal €350,000 cost of their
home.

“The house was legal and
demolished for political rea-
sons, we were scapegoats,”
she said. “I was awarded
€1,500 for ‘moral damages’
and my husband €7,500 for
10 years of suffering, ridicu-

lous.
“In any other EU country

the amount would have been
much higher,” she added.

The Priors’ story made in-
ternational headlines after
their home was bulldozed
over ‘planning irregularities,’
although the couple insist the
build was legal after the town
hall granted them a municipal

construction licence in 2002.
But their two-storey dream

villa was pulled down in
2008 and they were forced to
live in a garage for four-and-
a-half years, with the demoli-
tion order later annulled by
the Constitutional Court.

In 2016 they won a court
battle entitling them to
€425,185 in compensation,

but the Andalucian High
Court of Justice later ruled
that they should receive just
over half that amount.

They had initially request-
ed €800,000 which included
a €200,000 emotional dam-
ages claim, but the latter was
reduced to less than €10,000.

Gerardo Vazquez, lawyer
and spokesperson for the
Abusos Urbanisticos Alman-
zora No (AUAN) campaign
group, which has been help-
ing the Priors through their
ordeal, said: “As a spokes-
person for AUAN, I am very
happy for the Priors.

“I hope that you can at
least continue with your lives
more peacefully.

“With the good humour
that has characterised them
during the last 10 years that
their struggle has lasted, they
have shown great tenacity
and resistance and are an ex-
ample to all of us.

“I give all my love and ad-
miration to the Priors.”

And Helen added that at
least “our case has helped
others.

“We have supported
AUAN and fought to change
the laws to protect the inno-
cent and those that bought
property in good faith.”

Politicians from the local
Popular Party have called for
a public apology to the Priors
via social media.

TEN YEAR BATTLE:
Helen Prior speaks at a

2016 rally while
husband Len (right)
looks on and (inset)

bulldozers demolish the
couple’s villa in 2008.
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Justice at last
by Matt Ford
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POLICE in Spain are in-
vestigating several taxi dri-
vers who, it is alleged, have
fiddled their meters to
overcharge their customers.

Local Police officers in
Sevilla in Andalucia, south-
ern Spain, have also raided
a workshop where it is
claimed the electronic sys-
tem was installed. Pressing
a button, the electronic de-
vice allowed the taxi driver
to manipulate the final
price of the passengers’
journeys on the official me-
ter. The button was located
below the gear lever out of
sight of the customer.
When drivers changed gear
they could easily press the
button that bumped up the
price on the meter.

The city council in
Sevilla that licenses the
taxis issued a statement
saying it believed the fraud
only affected a ‘small
group.’

A taxi drivers’
spokesman said, “It is not a
massive fraud, but confined
to a small group.”

It’s a fare cop 







SPAIN wants to print money at a
new location. And the govern-
ment is pushing ahead with plans
to build a new ‘money factory,’
after printing firm IMBISA - 80
per cent owned by the Bank of
Spain - agreed contracts worth
around €2 million.

More than half the cash will be
handed to Spanish consultancy
firm Everis for ‘strategic design
of information systems, with the
remainder awarded to El Corte
Ingles, best known for its chain
of department stores, for ‘devel-
opment of new computer appli-
cations.’

The future
is bright
SPAIN is set to be the second
country to receive French
telecommunication giant Or-
ange’s mobile banking service,
with a full rollout planned for
2019 after the product dubbed
Orange Bank launched in
France last November.

Pension pain
SPANISH pensioners will lose
an average of €350 of purchas-
ing power per month over the
course of their retirement as a
result of the latest government
reforms, according to consul-
tancy form Analysts Fi-
nancieros Internacionales [In-
ternational Financial Analysts].

Tasty profit
FOOD group Campofrio - head-
quartered in Madrid but owned
by Mexican multinationals since
2013 - has revealed net sales shot
through the €2 billion barrier in
2017, as the firm’s Spanish sales
soared by 22 per cent to €68.3
million.

SPAIN has retained its position as the world’s eighth
most miserable economy. The country scored 17.3
on US technology firm Bloomberg’s annual Misery
Index, which ranks economies according to their
rates of inflation and unemployment.

The company said in a statement: “The
Bloomberg Misery Index relies on the age-old con-
cept that low inflation and unemployment generally

illustrate how good an economy’s residents should
feel.”

The league table was topped by Venezuela with a
massive score of 1872, followed by South Africa
(33.1), Argentina (27.1), Egypt (26.4), Greece and
Turkey (20.6) and Ukraine (17.8) ahead of Spain,
with Brazil (15.8) and Saudi Arabia (14.7) complet-
ing the top 10.

The EU does not abandon those who face a tragedy.” EU Policy Commission-
er Corina Cretu announces Spain is to receive €3.2m in EU aid to help re-

pair the damage caused by last year’s devastating wildfires in the Galicia region.

A licence to
print money
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The amount of money that Madrid-based multinational banking group BBVA lost in
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€856 million 

A SENIOR British naval officer who cost
the UK €2.4 million after crashing a nu-
clear submarine near Spain has pleaded
guilty in court.

Commander Justin Codd, 45, was in
charge of the €1.2 billion HMS Ambush
when it collided with the tanker MV An-
dreas off Gibraltar.

The submarine was taken out of service
for three months after suffering damage to
its conning tower.

Commander Codd was leading a train-
ing course when the incident occurred, as
the group practised observing shipping

movement while controlling the craft at
periscope death.

Captain John Atwill, prosecuting, said
that the commander did not carry out ob-
servations himself, relying on those of the
trainees, who focused on a nearby yacht
and failed to spot the tanker. He added:
“Commander Codd’s decision to focus on
teaching, not safety, compounded the error
carried out by the students.”

Captain Sean Moore, defending, said:
“This is a failure that will live with him for
the rest of his life.

“No officer becomes teacher of the Sub-
marine Command Course because they are
good enough, they must be the best the
submarine service has to offer.

“Perisher is widely acknowledged as the
toughest command course in the world.”

Judge Advocate Robert Hill said while
sentencing: “You have, save for this inci-
dent, an exemplary record. It was more in
the nature of a momentary aberration than
a careless attitude.”

The case will reportedly affect Com-
mander Codd’s ‘career progress’ and
€88,000 annual salary.

THE Spanish government is ea-
ger to attract companies using
blockchain technology.

Conservative lawmaker Teodoro
Garcia Egea has been tasked with
preparing legislation to smooth po-
tential deals, including possible tax
breaks. “The level of digitalisation
for companies is key,” he said.
“We hope to get the legislation
ready this year.”

According to Mr Garcia, it is in
the country’s interest to attract
such firms as a driver for indus-
tries including finance, health and
education.

Crypto cash
sweeteners Sub crash trial goes on

By Matt Ford

Spanish misery goes on

FC BARCELONA has extended
a sponsorship deal with a budget
washing machine brand.

Turkish domestic appliance
maker Beko has revealed it is to
pay €19 million per season for
the next three years after sealing
a new deal with the Catalan club.

In return, the company’s logo
will continue to appear on the
first team training strip plus the
left sleeve of the official club
shirt.

Having been a relatively
small sponsor since 2014, Beko
now becomes one of the his-
toric club’s most important
backers.

A new deal with American
sportswear behemoth Nike -
FC Barcelona’s most important
patron - is reportedly set to
land the club €100 million per
year for shirt sponsorship plus
a further €60 million for man-
aging its dedicated stores.

€19m shirt deal
for Turkish firm

22 - 28 February 2018

GREAT BARCA BEKO-OFF: The firm has sponsored the
club since 2014.
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3M 236,670 +0,77% 1,800 141.407,43
AMERICAN EXPRESS 96,7900 +0,24% 0,2300 83.365,95
APPLE 172,430 -0,32% -0,560 879.828,78
BOEING CO 355,040 -0,40% -1,420 209.249,50
CATERPILLAR 156,290 -2,31% -3,690 93.508,69
CHEVRON 112,14 -0,35% -0,39 213.185,73
CISCO SYSTEMS 44,330 +0,57% 0,250 220.164,21
COCA-COLA 44,98 +0,45% 0,20 192.177,40
DOWDUPONT 71,95 +0,14% 0,10 169.087,70
EXXON MOBIL 76,54 +0,43% 0,33 324.853,65
GENERAL ELECTRIC 15,0500 +1,35% 0,2000 130.899,92
GOLDMAN SACHS 267,62 -0,02% -0,06 101.150,35
HOME DEPOT 186,9700 +0,92% 1,7000 218.637,57
IBM 156,18 +0,11% 0,17 144.646,57
INTEL CORP 45,5600 -0,78% -0,3600 215.092,80
J.P.MORGAN CHASE 114,6800 -0,72% -0,8300 395.074,10
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 133,1500 +1,46% 1,9200 358.395,21
MC DONALD'S CORP 157,7900 -1,86% -2,9900 126.270,21
MERCK AND CO. NEW 56,29 +0,54% 0,30 153.957,93
MICROSOFT 92,000 -0,71% -0,660 713.136,70
NIKE 68,30 +0,01% 0,01 88.891,45
PFIZER 36,2600 +1,54% 0,5500 217.088,96
PROCTER AND GAMBLE 82,600 +0,23% 0,190 208.587,85
TRAVELERS CIES 141,16 +0,20% 0,28 38.684,18
UNITED TECHNOLOGIE 129,26 -0,57% -0,74 103.347,35
UNITEDHEALTH GROUP 229,37 +1,48% 3,35 221.972,20
VERIZON COMMS 50,15 +0,82% 0,41 204.955,19
VISA 121,85 -0,35% -0,43 220.244,67
WAL-MART STORES 104,7800 +1,50% 1,5500 309.331,87
WALT DISNEY CO 106,5300 +1,28% 1,3500 161.118,83

Land Securities Group 967.50 23.70 2.51 6,900.75
Legal & General Group 230.55 -26.25 -10.22 15,051.35
Lloyds Banking Group ORD 67.09 -0.64 -0.94 48,034.79
London Stock Exchange Grp 4,074.50 24.50 0.60 13,772.38
Micro Focus International 2,235.50 117.50 5.55 8,929.06
Mediclinic International 591.50 8.50 1.46 4,217.04
Marks & Spencer Group 292.50 -6.30 -2.11 4,724.76
Mondi 1,901.50 38.50 2.07 8,698.70
Morrison (Wm) Supermarkets 223.90 3.10 1.40 5,112.12
National Grid 742.50 -7.10 -0.95 25,139.53
NMC Health 3,426.00 0.00 0.00 6,771.10
Next 5,211.00 290.00 5.89 6,916.16
Old Mutual Group 225.20 -21.20 -8.60 11,808.92
Paddy Power Betfair 7,615.00 -680.00 -8.20 6,919.79
Prudential 1,855.00 16.00 0.87 46,906.72
Persimmon 2,686.50 263.50 10.87 7,444.43
Pearson 691.50 -9.10 -1.30 5,249.67
Reckitt Benckiser Group 6,502.50 -65.50 -1.00 44,501.74
Royal Bank of Scotland Group 274.80 -0.60 -0.22 32,894.13
Royal Dutch Shell 2,325.00 62.00 2.74 104,883.66
Royal Dutch Shell 2,283.25 -5.25 -0.23 86,876.57
RELX 1,520.50 29.50 1.98 15,445.27
Rio Tinto 4,080.00 -22.00 -0.54 54,236.45
Rolls-Royce Group 834.50 2.30 0.28 15,182.85
Randgold Resources 6,770.00 464.00 7.36 6,007.73
RSA Insurance Group 640.10 29.70 4.87 6,169.90
Rentokil Initial 295.00 4.60 1.58 5,216.19
Sainsbury (J) 247.00 -3.90 -1.55 5,361.82
Schroders 3,562.50 146.50 4.29 7,594.35
Sage Group (The) 751.10 50.90 7.27 7,471.07
Segro 600.60 9.40 1.59 5,552.20
Shire 3,250.00 48.00 1.50 28,534.30
Smurfit Kappa Group 2,633.00 23.00 0.88 5,940.39
Sky 1,105.00 4.00 0.36 18,599.77
Standard Life Aberdeen 367.10 2.90 0.80 11,597.50
Smith (DS) 489.35 5.65 1.17 5,046.93
Smiths Group 1,536.00 -53.00 -3.34 6,112.35
Scottish Mortgage Invstmnt Trst 445.50 -12.90 -2.81 6,210.39
Smith & Nephew 1,225.00 -54.50 -4.26 11,015.02
SSE 1,315.00 115.00 9.58 12,082.63
Standard Chartered 820.00 -1.50 -0.18 26,670.97
St James's Place 1,149.25 24.25 2.16 5,925.70
Severn Trent 1,815.50 77.50 4.46 4,087.47
Tesco 205.50 0.90 0.44 16,563.62
TUI AG 1,645.75 91.75 5.90 9,045.76
Taylor Wimpey 189.50 1.70 0.91 6,083.80
Unilever 3,800.00 -1.50 -0.04 46,708.61
United Utilities Group 662.00 -7.40 -1.11 4,563.20
Vodafone Group 206.55 1.90 0.93 53,280.07
WPP Group 1,423.00 -48.00 -3.26 17,575.87
Whitbread 3,850.00 -100.00 -2.53 6,997.81

Most Advanced
Synchronoss Technologies, Inc. $ 9.05 1.57 ▲ 20.99%
Yangtze River Port and Logistics Limited $ 5.25 0.80 ▲ 17.98%
The Navigators Group, Inc. $ 59.40 8.70 ▲ 17.16%
Calithera Biosciences, Inc. $ 8.10 1.15 ▲ 16.55%
Cowen Inc. $ 14.80 1.75 ▲ 13.41%
ObsEva SA $ 14.13 1.65 ▲ 13.22%
US Ecology, Inc. $ 56.85 6.60 ▲ 13.13%
BlackLine, Inc. $ 39.04 4.39 ▲ 12.67%
ARMO BioSciences, Inc. $ 53.65 5.36 ▲ 11.10%
Computer Task Group, Incorporated $ 5.87 0.58 ▲ 10.96%
DMC Global Inc. $ 23.40 2.30 ▲ 10.90%

Most Declined
Impinj, Inc. $ 11.07 2.36 ▼ 17.57%
Pacira Pharmaceuticals, Inc. $ 30.15 5.95 ▼ 16.48%
Cohu, Inc. $ 19.31 3.60 ▼ 15.71%
Pixelworks, Inc. $ 4.51 0.84 ▼ 15.70%
PDF Solutions, Inc. $ 11.66 1.95 ▼ 14.33%
Aquinox Pharmaceuticals, Inc. $ 14.62 1.69 ▼ 10.36%
Restoration Robotics, Inc. $ 4.63 0.45 ▼ 8.86%
Veritone, Inc. $ 14.72 1.43 ▼ 8.85%
Harmonic Inc. $ 2.95 0.275 ▼ 8.53%
Westport Fuel Systems Inc $ 3.01 0.28 ▼ 8.51%
LogMein, Inc. $ 122.45 11.35 ▼ 8.48%

CCOMPANYOMPANY PPRICERICE((PP)) CCHANGEHANGE((PP)) % C% CHGHG.. NNETET VVOLOL

DOW JONES
CLOSING PRICES FEBRUARY 19

Anglo American 1,723.00 -25.60 -1.46 23,785.75
Associated British Foods 2,645.00 -17.00 -0.64 20,694.36
Admiral Group 1,875.00 -31.00 -1.63 5,409.68
Ashtead Group 1,939.50 -91.50 -4.51 9,941.61
Antofagasta 925.00 10.40 1.14 9,030.45
Aviva 509.50 12.90 2.60 19,720.39
AstraZeneca 4,750.00 10.50 0.22 61,166.92
BAE Systems 596.50 -1.30 -0.22 18,239.56
Barclays 198.00 -2.05 -1.02 33,393.79
British American Tobacco 4,540.00 88.50 1.99 101,837.58
Barratt Developments 591.90 40.10 7.27 5,546.69
Berkeley Group Holdings 4,007.00 207.00 5.45 5,129.53
British Land Co 650.00 1.00 0.15 6,269.22
BHP Billiton 1,530.00 -47.40 -3.00 33,256.68
Bunzl 1,965.00 -69.00 -3.39 6,822.80
BP 475.00 1.60 0.34 94,660.10
Burberry Group 1,534.25 -17.75 -1.14 6,453.32
BT Group 238.50 10.10 4.42 22,378.85
Coca-Cola HBC 2,360.00 -99.00 -4.03 8,610.24
Carnival 4,845.00 34.00 0.71 10,123.13
Centrica 127.00 -1.15 -0.90 7,081.54
Compass Group 1,467.50 -80.00 -5.17 24,519.92
Croda International 4,456.50 1.00 0.02 5,682.74
CRH 2,482.50 20.40 0.82 20,360.50
DCC 6,967.50 262.50 3.91 6,065.66
Diageo 2,517.00 12.00 0.48 61,118.43
Direct Line Insurance Group 407.40 21.60 5.60 5,303.38
Evraz 351.00 -43.60 -11.05 5,374.50
Experian 1,571.00 14.00 0.90 14,036.65
easyJet 1,655.00 8.00 0.49 6,559.89
Ferguson 5,328.00 112.00 2.15 12,788.37
Fresnillo 1,348.00 -52.00 -3.71 9,797.00
G4S 271.55 12.85 4.97 3,910.02
GKN 403.00 -13.50 -3.24 7,064.52
Glencore 386.50 -1.50 -0.39 55,160.21
GlaxoSmithKline 1,304.50 -14.10 -1.07 64,000.38
Hargreaves Lansdown 1,681.50 -7.32 -0.44 7,880.80
Halma 1,222.50 0.00 0.00 4,540.51
Hammerson 479.30 16.60 3.59 3,651.86
HSBC Holdings 750.00 -10.80 -1.42 149,988.83
International Conslidtd Airs Grp 635.00 27.00 4.44 12,372.63
InterContinental Hotels Grp 3,852.50 -850.50 -18.08 8,815.54
3i Group 940.00 35.00 3.87 8,668.42
Imperial Brands 2,666.50 9.00 0.34 25,026.06
Informa 698.30 9.30 1.35 5,514.24
Intertek Group 5,130.50 137.50 2.75 7,829.06
ITV 167.50 -4.45 -2.59 6,658.03
Just Eat 855.00 -35.00 -3.93 5,857.20
Johnson Matthey 3,515.00 289.00 8.96 6,007.28
Kingfisher 357.00 -2.00 -0.56 7,757.13
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COMPANY PRICE CHANGE NET / %

US dollar..............................................................1.24065
Japan yen .............................................................132.212
Switzerland franc...............................................1.15228
Denmark kroner ..............................................7.44824
Norway kroner.................................................9.64309
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SPANISH diners are visiting more bars
and restaurants than ever.

Sales in the catering sector increased
by 2.5 per cent in 2017, with overall rev-
enue topping €36 million, according to
American market research company the
NPD Group.

It is the third consecutive year that the
industry has demonstrated positive
growth, with the number of visits climb-
ing by 1.3 per cent, or 98 million.

Each customer also spent an additional
1 per cent, an average of €4.88.

NPD Group Executive Director Vi-
cente Montesinos said: “The improve-
ment in an economic context has
favoured recovery in terms of traffic,
while the increase in visits and a growing
average expenditure allowed the market
to exceed €36 million in sales for the
first time since 2011.”

But the market has not yet recovered
to pre-financial crisis levels, with the
number of visits and expenditure both
below the totals for 2005-2007.

The annual average number of visits
per individual during that period was

180, while the average for 2017 was
158.

And the latest statistics show that
eateries serving products quickly are the
main driver behind the growth, with fast
food restaurants, tapas bars and coffee

shops representing 86 per cent of the in-
crease.

There is also a trend away from tradi-
tional Spanish fare, with American-style
hamburger and Italian restaurants out-
stripping their rivals.

Chains also eclipsed independently-
owned businesses in terms of both the
number of visits and the amount of mon-
ey spent, accounting for 23 per cent of
the overall catering market.

Breakfast and lunchtime demonstrated
the greatest increases in diners during the
week, while the number of people eating
out at weekends also shot up.

Mr Montesinos added: “At the begin-
ning of the [financial] crisis the first thing
that was hit were breakfasts eaten outside
the home, because unemployment in-
creased and labour mobility decreased.

“Then, around two million people lost
their jobs in 2009 and the lunch industry
was hit.

“But with the economic recovery we
are seeing more jobs and an increase in
the number of people eating out, includ-
ing breakfast, lunch and dinner.”

Grub’s up for restaurants
FAST FOOD AND BREAKFASTS ON RISE
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SPAIN appears set to build new warships for the United States (US).
The news comes after the US government confirmed that it has cho-

sen Spanish state-owned shipbuilding company Navantia to head the
conceptual design of its massive multi-billion Euro frigate programme.

And the decision places the shipbuilder - the fifth biggest in Europe -
at the head of the queue to construct the boats on behalf of the US
Navy.

The programme, dubbed FFG(X), will see the first of the frigates
completed by 2020, with a second due in 2021, after which the Navy
will buy two per year until reaching a total of 20 at a cost of ‘no more
than $950 million (€767 million) each,’ according to a US Department
of Defence report.

This timeframe does not allow for development of a completely new
design, therefore the Navy has requested that the FFG(X) be based on
an existing ‘parent’ ship, with the Australian Hobart-class destroyer, it-
self based on Navantia’s F100/Alvaro de Bazan-class frigate, having
been selected.

Having beaten off competition from four other firms, Navantia will
now work alongside partner General Dynamics Bath Iron Works, a
shipyard located on the Kennebec River in Bath, Maine, to design the
frigates.

The US has ordered a warship that can keep pace with aircraft car-
riers, and the FFG(X) programme will equip the Navy with “sufficient
capacity to achieve the objective of maritime security control and op-
erations, as well as provide support to naval combat groups,” Navan-
tia said in a statement.

The frigates will be equipped with guided missiles and will have

the capacity to destroy enemy ships over the horizon, detect sub-
marines, defend convoys, employ electronic warfare systems, and
defend against swarming small boat attacks.

The F100-class design has seen Navantia contracted to the
world’s largest warship programmes, including the Australian and
Canadian fleets.

It last year agreed to work with Bath Iron Works on US military
projects in a reverse of a relationship which began more than 40
years ago, when the American company helped provide technology
to build ships for the Spanish Navy’s Santa Maria-class fleet.

Hunt for Med October
STATE-OWNED FIRM TO DESIGN WARSHIPS

Spanish oil 
company

inks €1.2bn
‘mega deal’

SPAIN has moved to quash
Brexit fears.

Speaking to the national
congress, Development Minis-
ter Iñigo de la Serna revealed
that Spain continues to view
the UK as one of 11 key con-
struction and infrastructure
markets despite voting to leave
the EU.

The official went on to con-
firm that he has a trip to Lon-
don lined up later this month,
during which he will offer sup-
port to Spanish companies
competing for major UK infra-
structure contracts, including
construction of the HS2 high
speed train and expansion of
Heathrow Airport.

The whistle-stop tour will
see the official hold a series of
key business meetings plus bi-
lateral talks with his UK gov-
ernment peers, before he visits
some existing Spanish-led pro-
jects.

Minister to
tour London

SPANISH oil  and gas f irm
Cepsa has announced a €1.2
million mega deal with the
United Arab Emirates.

The 40-year agreement will
see the multinational bag a 20
per cent  s take in the Umm
Lulu and Satah al-Razboot
(also known as SARB) off-
shore oilfields from the Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company.

It  is  the biggest  contract
inked by the company since
its €1.76 billion acquisition
of South East Asian explo-
ration and production compa-
ny Coastal Energy in 2013.

Cepsa was bought by Abu
Dhabi’s International Petrole-
um Investment Company
(IPIC) in a €267 mil l ion
2011 takeover.

IPIC was in 2016 merged
with Mubadala Development
Company PJSC, an invest-
ment vehicle owned by the
Abu Dhabi government and
classed as a National Wealth
Fund.

ART OF WAR: The
new frigates will
be based on
Navantia’s
existing F100
blueprint.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT:
Spaniards are eating out more
but increasingly prefer burgers
and pizza, says NPD’s Vicente
Montesinos (inset).
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MANY UK expatriates living in Spain
own properties in the UK and have pen-
sions and investments in the UK. They re-
ly on their UK assets to maintain their
lifestyles (and those of their families) in
Spain. If they can no longer manage their
affairs in the UK due to a loss of mental
capacity, it can cause many difficulties.

The best  way to avoid the legal  and
practical difficulties that can occur with
the loss of mental capacity is to plan for it
in advance by drawing up a document
cal led a  ‘Last ing Power of  Attorney’
(‘LPA’).

What is an LPA?
An LPA is a legal document that en-

ables you to appoint one or more attor-

neys to  act  for  you when you are  no
longer able to act for yourself.

Your attorney can be a professional,

such as a solicitor or a family member or
friend.

There are two types of LPA: ‘Health
and Welfare’ or ‘Property and Financial
Affairs’ 

An LPA must be made while you have
full mental capacity. It is therefore impor-
tant to make one while you are in good
health.

Why should you get an LPA?
You can choose a  person or  people ,

who you trust, to act for you when you
are no longer able.

If you lose your mental capacity and do
not have an LPA, then your family (or the
authorities) will have no choice but to
make an application to the Court of Pro-
tection to appoint a ‘deputy’ to look after
your affairs, which can be time consum-
ing and costly. 

Will my LPA be recognised in Spain?
Unfortunately there is no international

type of LPA which is guaranteed to work
in both the UK and Spain. 

The advice we give to our cl ients at
Stone King, is that if you have assets in
both Spain and the UK, your only safe
option is to appoint attorneys in both ju-
risdictions.

by Stone
King
Charlotte Macdonald

Contact me at international@stoneking.co.uk

If you would like to discuss LPAs contact Charlotte Macdonald or Dan Harris at Stone King LLP by email international@stoneking.co.uk
or by telephone on +44 (0)1225 337599.

An LPA must be made while you have full mental capacity.

HE appears set to be named
vice-president of the European
Central Bank.

But the European Parliament
has raised concerns over the ap-
pointment of Spain’s Finance
Minister, Luis de Guindos, to
the coveted role.

In government office since
2011, the conservative politician
announced he will step down ‘in
the coming days’ after Ireland’s
Philip Lane - his sole rival -
pulled out of the race.

He has been slated to replace
Portugal’s Vitor Constancio for
months, although it was Lane
who most impressed senior
members of the parliament’s
monetary and finance commit-
tee during a non-binding,
closed-door hearing with the
two candidates in Brussels.

He had little support from
ministers, however, while De
Guindos has been backed by in-
fluential countries including
France and Germany. A final de-
cision is expected in March.

De Guindos
fears raised
in Brussels

SPANISH hoteliers may have
shot themselves in the foot.

Rising room prices, plus a
weak United States dollar and
competition from the Middle
East mean it can now be cheaper
to spend two weeks in far flung
locations including Thailand,
Dubai and Florida.

It comes after several years of
record-breaking tourist figures,
with 82 million holidaymakers
choosing Spain in 2017.

But research by price com-
parison website TravelSuper-
market has revealed that in 2018
various long-haul destinations
are considerably more cost-ef-
fective than the Costa del Sol,
Balearic and Canary Islands.

For example, over the up-
coming May half-term, a week
in a four-star Abu Dhabi hotel
costs around €350 per person,
compared with €620 in Menor-
ca and €475 in Tenerife. 

A similar break in Dubai -
based on a seven-night stay for a

family of four flying from Lon-
don Gatwick on the last week-
end in May - is priced at €350,
while Florida costs €420.

In summer, Pattaya in Thai-
land and the Indonesian paradise
of Bali are up to 20 per cent
cheaper than Ibiza or Menorca,
according to TravelSupermar-
ket’s Emma Coulthurst.

“People may think their holi-
day budget can only stretch to
short haul and they can’t afford

long haul, so don’t consider it.
“But the reality is, long-haul

destinations can offer incredible

value this summer… it is really
worth doing your research and
comparing both to see what else
you can get for your money.

“But, be realistic on weather.
Florida, for example, is also
coming up cheaper this July and
August and offering some in-
credible deals - but the weather
at that time of year is incredibly
hot and humid.”

US holiday firms have
slashed prices by up to 35 per

cent due to the so-called ‘Trump
slump,’ with travellers less-in-
clined to visit the country in the
wake of his appointment.

Ms Coulthurst added: “Brits
have always been one of the
US’s biggest markets and Flori-
da, particularly Orlando, can’t
afford for us not to go there.”

Abu Dhabi and Dubai have
also made cuts of around 10 per
cent, while Spanish hotel prices
have increased by around 8 per
cent since 2016.

It is however cheaper to eat
and hire a car in Spain.

More than 20 million British
holidaymakers visited Spain last
year, the most of any country,
but 2018 forecasts predict a fall
in numbers.

The 2016 Spanish boom
came in the wake of terrorist at-
tacks in Turkey, Egypt, and
Tunisia, although travel agent
Thomas Cook recently an-
nounced that it will fly to the lat-
ter this year.

Losing mental capacity whilst living abroad

Long-haul savings sky high
FLORIDA AND BALI CHEAPER THAN SPAIN

“
You can choose a person
or people, who you trust,
to act for you when you
are no longer able.

EWN
online

Join the
conversation on

our Facebook page
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BALI: Cheaper
than Menorca
(inset) this
summer despite
being more than
11,000
kilometres
further away
from the UK.
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THESE latest revelations of paedophilia and
‘sex for aid’ in OXFAM didn’t surprise me one
bit. 

Frankly I also consider it merely the tip of
the iceberg. I believe that just about all organi-
sations that deal with children are positively
riddled with these low life predators. After all,
if I were a junkie I would go where the drugs
are. If my habit was gambling I would seek out
gambling joints. 

It stands to reason that those who feel the
need to prey on youngsters, go where they can
find children. OXFAM. UNICEF. Football
scouting. Church and teaching organisations.
Dr Barnardo’s homes. Children’s hospitals and
so on, all are vulnerable to the infiltration of
these evil beings who destroy young lives be-
fore they have barely begun. 

A recent report by an ex-UN official stated
that UN aid workers, may not only have raped
up to 60,000 people over the last 10 years, but
are estimated to employ some 3,300 pae-
dophiles in their worldwide operation. 

One terribly sad result of these alarming,
seemingly never-ending revelations, is that de-
cent men and women, who sincerely want to

help and care for the young, are shying away
and entering other professions, simply because
they don’t want to be regarded with suspicion
by their peers. Even stating publicly that you
love children can attract a ‘funny’ look in
some circumstances. If this unacceptable situa-
tion is allowed to continue unchecked, sooner
or later the majority of children’s charity work-
ers will all be sex abusers and paedophiles. 

So where do you start? Well first of all there
needs to be a worldwide easily accessible data
centre, which holds a record of every worker
who has been sacked for abuse of any kind. 

This would ensure that these people at least
could never get into any other organisation that
involved children. Secondly, those at the very
top need to be thoroughly vetted. After all it
stands to reason, if they are rife with such

large numbers of offenders, some could quite
easily be in board and management positions.

This would also explain the fact that there
have been numbers of occasions where whistle-
blowers have been sacked, with their accusations
stifled and pushed under the carpet. 

Far from being vilified, these caring people
need to be given every encouragement and
complete anonymity while a thorough investi-
gation of their accusations is conducted by an
independent body set up by respective govern-
ments. I also believe the finances of these big
charity companies should be more carefully
looked into. It seems to me many of those ‘at
the top’ seem to be living far too comfortably -
for comfort - if you get my drift.

Well that’s my three penneth, for what it’s
worth. All I know is something must be done
and as quickly as possible. After all it is the
children who are suffering at the hands of
these monsters, and above all they must retain
priority.  

Thanks for all your wonderful mails after last
week’s piece. Fair warmed the ol’ boy’s cockles.
Keep ‘em coming, and whatever ya do.

Always.
Keep the faith,

Love Leapy.  leapylee2002@gmail.com

LEAPY LEE SAYS IT
OTHERS THINK IT

columnists@euroweeklynews.com

Leapy Lee’s opinions are his own and are not necessarily representative of those of the publishers, advertisers or sponsors.

OXFAM SCANDAL: The tip of the iceberg?

Something must be done quickly



WHAT’S going on in the UK?
We read that the NHS was

forced to pay £1,500 for a £2
pot of moisturiser, people
have been extortionately
fined for putting cardboard
boxes in the wrong recycling
bins, plus there’s been a tor-
rent of false rape allegations.

First up, the owner of the
high street chemist, Boots,
charged the NHS £1,500 for
a £2 moisturiser.

The case is among thou-
sands where it looks as if the
NHS has been overcharged
for drugs called specials:
custom-made for patients
who need non-standard med-
icines, mixtures of skin
creams for eczema etc and
drugs in liquid form for
those unable to swallow
pills.

This speaks volumes about
poor management at the
NHS. Are they totally blind
to the blatant abuse of the

system by unscrupulous sup-
pliers,  who must have
knowledge of pricing and
policies, but choose to ex-
ploit  them for their own
gain? 

Next, a woman was fined
£600 for putting one card-
board box into the wrong re-
cycling bin. When she com-
plained, she was warned
she’d face an even larger
fine, possibly a prison sen-
tence unless she paid up. The
fine was imposed by a com-
pany, employed by the coun-
cil, that provides enforce-
ment to councils free of
charge and makes money
from all these fines. Really?

Then, the false rape allega-
tions. A teenage schoolboy,
Liam Allan, was cleared of
rape after his lawyers uncov-
ered key evidence proving
his innocence but missed by

police and prosecutors.
Expelled from school after

his arrest,  on bail for two
years, he’s the youngest vic-

tim of the disclosure scandal
engulfing the CPS. 

But are other innocent men
behind bars less ‘lucky’ than

young Liam? Has the pendu-
lum against men swung a bit
too far?

Let’s take another exam-

ple. The UK, as elsewhere, is
confronted by threats of a
world order; Putin’s Russia
on the prowl, terrorists ga-
lore, Trump’s America not
completely dependable any-
more. Meanwhile, what sort
of questions were the British
media hurling at the defence
secretary in response recent-
ly? Why, all about his past
sex life, of course. ’Nuff said.

Nora Johnson’s psychological
crime thrillers ‘The Girl in the
Red Dress’, ‘No Way Back’,

‘Landscape of Lies’, ‘Retribu-
tion’, ‘Soul Stealer’, ‘The De
Clerambault Code’ (www.no

ra-johnson.net) available from
Amazon in paperback/eBook

(€0.99;£0.99) and iBookstore.
All profits to Costa del Sol
Cudeca cancer charity. 

Nora Johnson
Breaking Views
Nora is the author of popular psychological sus-
pense and crime thrillers and a freelance journalist. 
To comment on any of the issues raised in her col-
umn, go to www.euroweeklynews.com/3.0.15/no-
ra-johnson

What a state Britain’s in - 
how did it get to this?

EXTORTIONATE: Boots ripped the NHS off £1,500 for a £2 moisturiser.

columnists@euroweeklynews.com
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SEARCHING for a discreet yet fabulous holi-
day? One that is a destination and a con-
veyance at one and the same time? Need to
take the whole family, several friends and their
families too? Looking for the height of luxury,
the epitome of service, huge interior spaces as
well as a close and intimate connection to the
ocean? May I suggest the yacht NIRVANA.

Completed by Oceanco and delivered to her
owner in the spring of 2012, then presented to
the world at the Monaco Yacht Show (the pre-
mier superyacht show of the world) that Sep-
tember.

NIRVANA at 88.50 metres is a striking, ele-
gant and exclusive mega yacht with modern
lines and contemporary style. NIRVANA fea-
tures six enormous decks and offers an impres-
sive 150 square metre owner’s suite compris-
ing study, lounge, lobby and private exterior
deck area with whirlpool. A further five guest
cabins, a 3-D cinema, a fully equipped gym, a
7.5-metre long oval pool and whirlpools with
panoramic views are just a few of the massive
superlatives of this superyacht. 

NIRVANA’s six decks are connected by the
main stairwell and an extraordinary six-person
glass lift, which is entwined in a striking Bali-
nese stainless-steel woven art piece resembling
a bubbling whirlpool. This sculptural feature is
a focal point from all levels of the yacht.

Two vivariums act as room dividers - be-

tween the salon, dining room and a cosy sepa-
rate sitting room - and are home to live and ac-
tive reptiles, a chameleon, water dragons,
bearded lizards, turtles and exotic frogs.

The timeless Sorgiovanni-designed interior
mixes various distinctive and exceptional ma-
terials, including bamboos and textured
leathers, in imaginative and inspiring ways.

NIRVANA accommodates an experienced
crew of 24 in an exceptionally friendly lay-
out, enabling the efficient and discreet fulfil-
ment of any and all her guests’ require-
ments. 

Guests are close to the sea and the excite-
ment and involvement is enhanced through
the garage, which can hold a large array of
tenders and water sports equipment.

A watersports room holds diving equip-
ment and a drying cabinet for wetsuits,
with immediate access to the sea through
the lower lobby access. 

Charlie Birkett and Gary Wright together
with their  professional team at Y.CO
(www.ycoyacht.com) are the brokers for nu-
merous mega yachts as well as NIRVANA.

This winter NIRVANA is cruising in the
Indian Ocean, and can be yours for a char-
ter of €900,000 per week.

Nick Horne
Freelance correspondent, London, England

The Rich Pick This is what a €900,000 
a week holiday looks like

TRULY OPULENT: NIRVANA at sea.

WATER SPORTS: The
garage houses jet skis
and a speedboat.

SIX DECKS: A
view from above.

EATING IN STYLE: The
al fresco dining area.
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I LIVE in Spain, needing to fit a much-
needed body-part to my car that would
help my wife to enter and exit - especially
as she has advancing mobility problems. 

But so help me, the very expensive and
robust stainless-steel side-steps I bought
from Poland cannot be fitted as it doesn’t
include a Homologated Certificate. Where
the heck does it all end?

Spain is a great country, with a popula-
tion that is welcoming, friendly and warm;
so why the Spanish government is so
short-sighted, blinkered and blatantly stu-
pid when it comes to allowing individuals
to fit replacement or new parts to their cars
is unbelievable?

Towing arms, bull-bars, air-horns, etc
are all included. And lots more too! Who-
ever made this stupid rule a law needs to
reconsider it, I reckon. Maybe Gibraltar
should close its borders to the Spanish!
That would cause a storm-and-a half!

The fact that anything fitted to a car that
is seen as modifying it (?) has to be
checked by an experienced Trained Tester
at an ITV Centre before it is added to the
relevant vehicle’s paperwork for legality. 

So why-oh-why is there such a palaver
when it comes to fitting something? Either
it’s done properly or not at all. If not at all,

it will fail. It doesn’t need a flimsy certifi-
cate. It doesn’t necessarily need a so-called
professional mechanic to fit it. It’s only a
few nuts and bolts, in most cases! It fails or
it passes. What could be simpler?

Scotty Mackay, Alcaucin

Sangria 
explained
SANGRIA was originally produced and
consumed only during Easter and its name
refers to the blood of Christ.

It was produced on Easter Saturday
from red wine, lemonade, lemon slices,
cloves, cinnamon and a shot of brandy, no
more, no less.

It was left in a bowl to simmer
overnight and was consumed on Easter
Sunday.

Oscar Gonzalez, Marbella

Road rules
RE Issue 1701, cyclists are governed by
the same traffic laws that apply to any ve-
hicle using the roads in Spain. The traffic
law also states cyclists must now use head-
phones when using a mobile phone or
when listening to music. They also should
dismount before using a crossing.

Hope this helps.
John Dale, Los Dolses

Poll position
I THINK we should keep grid girls pro-
vided they are not forced to be there.

As grid children will be all boys that
will start another argument as grid girls
will come under the ban.

Anyway, the grid girls provide a
touch of glamour to a male dominated
sport. I am an F1 fan and vote for the
status quo.

Derek, La Marina

Suits the Spanish
IT always amazes me how very popular
crowded, noisy events are with the
Spanish people. 

This is not a criticism, but maybe a
cause for grudging admiration from a
‘stiff upper lip Brit’ who wouldn’t dream
of dressing up as a pirate and wandering
around town during carnival.

Having said that however when you
see hens and stags in fancy dress, they
do actually look like idiots, but the Span-
ish seem to have a naïve charm which
makes their bizarre costumes seem com-
mon place.

Perhaps the fact that they join in as
groups of family and neighbours rather
than a pack of drunken foreigners helps!

Brian Cox, Sabinillas

WE original ly  came here  in
1985 on honeymoon (age  23
and  22  years  o ld ) ,  we  have
been back a  few t imes  s ince
then but back again this year,
2018 (some 33 years later!).

I t  was  a lways  a  dream o f
ours  to  come  back  to  our
beloved Benalmadena and for
two  months  now we  have
been doing the groundwork,
planning out the next chapter
of our lives. On the right is us
in 1985 on the prom.  This is
us in the same place,  today:
33 years later!

Anne Currie, 
Benalmadena

All letters by email or post should carry the writer’s address, NIE and
contact number though only the name and town will be published.  

Readers who have missed correspondence can see all letters - which can
be edited before publication - posted on:  www.euroweeklynews.com.

A honeymoon
and now their
forever home

It seems crazy that the Spanish government makes some things so difficult

Live and let live.The vast majority are tidy peo-
ple, some of the motorhomes cost more than a
bungalow in Torrevieja. Plus,most of the ‘beau-
ty spots’ around Costa Blanca look like waste-
land anyway. 

Marcus Tipa 

If the town hall got their heads together, found
them some wasteland, charged them a nominal
fee and supplied electricity, water, toilets etc.
They could then ban them from the beaches. 

Maureen Rush 

How is it that they don’t use all the campsites
on the Costas? Or are they too tight? 

George R Carman 

Some of us ‘motorhomers’ do not enjoy getting
stacked l ike sardines into campsites. We pour
the grey water into drains and the WC waste
i n to  d i sposa l  spo t s. Mos t l y  we  s t a y  two  o r
three  n ights  and spend money  in  shops  and
restaurants, a lot  of  them owned by the very
people moaning about our existence. 
We do appreciate that in winter it is a different
ball game than in summer and would expect to
use official sites then, if only because all those
areas will be full of Spaniards coming down to
the coast and there is no room. 

But I would hope that the money spent in the
local economies is worth way more than minor
inconveniences caused by a few.  

Edda Stentiford 

Exact speeds that trig-
ger radar cameras 

Wish there were more signs posting the correct
speed, too many ups and downs as it is! 

Justice Christopher 

What about when they hide in a full car park in
an unmarked car, that’s entrapment surely! 

Amanda Allen Wheatley 

What  about  peop le  who dr ive  fa r  too  s low?
Surely that is just as bad, and dangerous? 

Tricia Harrington 

Political party members
face jail over protest

They might change their minds if the Brits did
go home and their money stream dried up. 

Richard Gus Warren

Wou ld  be  r ep l a c ed  b y  a  be t t e r  Qua l i t y  o f
tourist Richard! Ones that spend real money!
Like the Russians and the Scandinavians that
don’t want to come and see drunk Brits vomit-
ing all over the place falling off balconies! 

John William Roberts 

I  have several  (seven)  f r iends who l ive there
mos t  o f  t h e  y ea r  J ohn . The y  s pend  ‘mucho
dinero’ there. They have al l  l ived there for 15
to 20 years each. That’s a lot of spending pow-
er. This mob of terrorists ‘Arran’ (check the defi-
nition of terrorist) need to be locked away for a
few years til l they grow up. They are the NF of
Mallorca. 

Richard Gus Warren

Ar ran  i s  CUP. Th i s  i s  no t  about  tour i sm, i t ’s
Catalan nationalist ‘kale borroka.’ 

Peter Harvey 

Comments from
EWN online

Motor homes plague Costa Blanca beaches
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THERE seems to be a concerted effort by the BBC
to bring American football to the British sporting
masses? 

I applaud the coverage shown on Sunday at some
ungodly hour for the Super Bowl, and I realise it’s a
big deal in America, but to headline it on the sports
news the following day. Why? Not too many people
are interested except the odd fan.

There is only one football and it doesn’t have
American before it! We also have rugby in two
codes - union and league - both of which are much
more entertaining and British.

I prefer The Voice (ITV Saturdays) to the X Fac-
tor. Although the judges are far more famous on The
Voice they are also more humble and don’t love
themselves as much as the X Factor pretenders.

Will.i.am, Jennifer Hudson, Olly Murs and the
great Sir Tom Jones come across as genuinely seek-
ing singing talent that they personally like and can
improve. The banter between the acts, with them-
selves and the audience really appeals.

I also love the ad-lib jamming that they all do and
last week we had an impromptu rendering of ‘It’s
Not Unusual’ live by Tom which was fantastic. His
own voice has lost none of its strength and he is held
in awe by the three other judges as well as myself.
Yes indeed Tom, a true legend!

What can you say about Casualty (BBC1 Satur-
days)? Firstly, it’s not my usual fare on Saturdays but

I occasionally watch it. It’s been going so long the
early operations were performed using ether as the
anaesthetic, and they even had a contract with Burke
and Hare for supplying specimens to practise on. 

Good old Charley, (Derek Thompson) the only
surviving original cast member on the show, was a
sprightly young man at the series onset and him and
Duffy (Kathy Shipton) seemed to always have a
thing for each other so marriage was inevitable. Still,
the hospital staff always go the extra mile, much fur-
ther than a normal hospital in the UK would, but it
seems there’s a good following or the Beeb would
have pulled the plug ages ago.

Who wouldn't want to stay at Mary Berry’s house
for a week or two? Her Saturday lunchtime cookery
show on BBC1 has me drooling at the screen. Apart
from her fantastic food recipes she comes across as a

nice person. The rack of lamb she produced last
week had me scrambling to open a tin of beans as
soon as the show finished. Still judging by the size of
the house and gardens either her cooking or charac-
ter has paid dividends, or her husband’s not short of a
few bob. Good luck to her whichever, she deserves it
and is fabulous.

It’s obvious Morse was as miserable in his early
police career as he was in later life, judging by ITV’s
Sunday evening prequel, Endeavour. I have to admit
his fledgling police career is more gritty and the nos-
talgia of early policing methods and the 60’s feel
swings it for me, even though there was only one
John Thaw.

Shawn Evans plays the young Endeavour Morse
well, and in this episode he had just been promoted
to a DS before going about his business hunting

down murder suspects which are connected to a hor-
ror film set at the local flix. There’s also an influx of
racist attacks which seem to escalate.

Morse and Inspector Thursday hunt down their
prey in a relaxed manner, ably assisted by the usual
forensic scientist describing the victim’s injuries in
colourful detail after examining the bodies. 

Not seen much of the Winter Olympics this time
round (BBC1 and BBC2, various times), although I
don’t think many people have. The usual problem is
that it’s not cold enough and there’s not enough
snow, but Korea seems to be the opposite! Oh well,
at least we have had a lessening of hostilities be-
tween the two warring factors north and south, both
actually presenting a passable united front and sitting
down to talk. Progress I hope.

Crtitique: PM, San Fulgencio, Costa Blanca.

TV COUCH
CRITIC

The Voice has the X Factor and Berry is a gem
HUMBLE: The Voice judges Olly Murs, Jennifer Hudson, Tom Jones and will.i.am. FABULOUS: Mary Berry.

WE know that age doesn’t slow
down your appetite for travel to
new, exci t ing dest inat ions.  We
know that it’s the mature genera-
tion taking holidays by storm and
travelling more often and further
afield than ever before. 

An impressive 85 per  cent  of
over 65’s travel more than twice
annually. And why not! With time
and enthusiasm to discover the
world, whether visit ing family,
friends, or taking a life time trip,
there is no holding back this sea
of change as holidays escalate up
our ‘essentials list’ the older we
get. 

Older travellers tend to be more
security and health conscious, yet
it’s sometimes increasingly diffi-
cul t  to  get  t ravel  insurance the

older you get, especially for the
over 80’s. 

At Globelink we like to think
we work hard to develop and im-
prove products in line with cus-
tomer’s feedback, particularly as
we real ly appreciate how loyal
you are, with a whopping 68 per
cent of you repeat buying from us. 

We believe that age shouldn’t
be a blocker when arranging Trav-
el Insurance, that’s why we’re ex-
cited about Globelink’s latest new
product - Single Trip Travel In-
surance for 85-89 year olds. 

Thanks to the support of our in-
surance partner at Lloyds, we’ve
introduced comprehensive cover

for this older age band, so spread
the  word to  look fur ther  for  a
quality policy if you’re aged up to
89. 

We will also soon be offering
long term Single Trip cover for up
to 10 months for people aged up
to 79 years, so there’s no need to
cut short those exotic adventures,
or trips to family and friends.

Did you know that all our poli-
cies include Cruise Cover as stan-
dard, with no extra charge? Four-
teen per cent  of  holidaymakers
plan on taking a cruise this year
and there’s more choice than ever,
especially river cruises, so avoid
paying insurance hidden extras by
choosing Globelink.

We know the older you get, the
more  l ike ly  you might  have  a
medical condition, so we’ve dou-
bled the number of Pre-Existing
Medical  Conditions covered as
standard, including gastric reflux,
diabetes, hypertension and more.  

If you are an unashamed regular

traveller taking two+ trips a year,
check out Globelink Annual Mul-
ti-Trip Cover available for people
up to 79 years with longer trip du-
rations than even before. 

Thinking about taking a Winter
Sports break to enjoy some of the
bes t  snow Europe has  seen for
years? We’ll get you covered for
Winter  Spor ts  up  to  70 years .
Winter Sports Cover is free on our
Annual Policies if you are up to
65 years and buy our ‘45-day trip
duration’ option, or you get free
Winter Sports cover within Eu-
rope on our  Annual  Mul t i  Tr ip
45+ policies if aged between 66-
70 years.

Stay young at heart and enjoy
your senior years exploring the
world. For quality Travel Insur-

ance that gives you essential
peace of mind visit 

www.globelink.co.uk, or call
(UK) +44 1353 699 082 or our
Spanish link line 966 265 000. 

Advertising Feature

An appetite to travel? 
Christina 
Sharp

christina@globelink.co.uk.

GLOBELINK INTERNATIONAL

WINTER SPORTS: Cover is free on certain policies.



3:15pm The Coroner
4:00pm Escape to the Country
4:45pm Get Away for Winter
5:30pm Antiques Road Trip
6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News at Six
7:30pm BBC London News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm EastEnders
9:30pm Would I Lie to You?
10:00pm Death in Paradise

3:15pm The Coroner
4:00pm Escape to the Country
4:45pm Get Away for Winter
5:30pm Antiques Road Trip
6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News at Six
7:30pm BBC London News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm Six Nations Rugby Union
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:25pm BBC London News

1:00pm The Daily Politics
2:00pm Winter Olympics
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Great British Railway 

Journeys
8:00pm Winter Olympics
9:00pm Sea Cities - Bristol
10:00pm Girls on the Edge
11:00pm The Mash Report
11:30pm Newsnight
12:15am Dragons' Den

2:00pm Winter Olympics
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Great British Railway 

Journeys
8:00pm Winter Olympics
9:00pm Mastermind
9:30pm Wild Cameramen at 

Work
10:00pm An Island Parish
11:00pm QI
11:30pm Newsnight

3:10pm Countdown
4:00pm A Place in the Sun
5:00pm A New Life in the Sun
6:00pm Four in a Bed
6:30pm Extreme Cake Makers
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Jamie and Jimmy's Friday

Night Feast
10:00pm Gogglebox

3:15pm NCIS
4:15pm A Sister's Nightmare
6:00pm 5 News at 5
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm The Wine Show
9:00pm Celebrity Five Go Barging
10:00pm Cruising with Jane 

McDonald
11:00pm Will and Grace

11:00am Premier League Daily
12:00pm Live European Tour Golf
3:00pm Live Honda Classic 

Featured Grps
8:00pm Football
11:15pm The Debate - Live
12:15am Live ATP 500: Rio
3:30am Barclays Premier

League Preview
4:00am Sky Sports News
5:00am Sky Sports News

2:10pm Weather
2:15pm Winter Olympics
5:00pm Six Nations Rugby Union
8:00pm BBC News
8:10pm Regional News
8:13pm Weather
8:15pm All Together Now
9:20pm Casualty
10:10pm Troy: Fall of a City
11:10pm BBC News
11:25pm Weather

3:00pm Italy's Invisible Cities
4:00pm Nigel Slater's Middle 

East: Iran
5:00pm Trust Me, I'm a Doctor
5:30pm Final Score
6:30pm Tom Kerridge's Lose 

Weight for Good
7:00pm Hugh's Wild West
8:00pm Winter Olympics
9:00pm David Attenborough's

Natural Curiosities

2:25pm Come Dine with Me
3:25pm Coast v Country
4:25pm A Place in the Sun
5:30pm The Secret Life of the Zoo
6:35pm The Supervet
7:30pm Channel 4 News
8:00pm Penelope Keith's 

Coastal Villages
9:00pm Britain at Low Tide
10:00pm The Take
11:50pm Dredd

6:00pm Rich House, Poor House
7:00pm The Wonderful World of 

Puppies
8:00pm Cruising with Jane 

McDonald
9:00pm Britannia: Secrets of the 

Royal Yacht
9:55pm 5 News
10:00pm Football on 5
11:00pm Football on 5
11:30pm Britain's Favourite Biscuit

7:00am Barclays Premier 
League Preview

7:30am Rugby Union
9:35am Rory: A Decade on Tour
10:00am Live European Tour Golf
12:30pm Football
1:30pm Football
4:15pm Live Super League
6:15pm Football
8:40pm Football
10:45pm Live PGA Tour Golf

4:30pm Songs of Praise
5:05pm Earth's Natural 

Wonders
6:05pm Earth's Natural 

Wonders
7:05pm BBC News
7:20pm Regional News
7:25pm Weather
7:30pm Countryfile
8:30pm Hold the Sunset
9:00pm Call the Midwife

7:00am Winter Olympics
12:00pm Winter Olympics
3:00pm Athletics
6:30pm Flog It!
7:00pm Back in Time for Tea
8:00pm Winter Olympics
9:00pm Top Gear
10:00pm Life and Death Row
11:15pm The Mash Report
11:45pm Top Gear Extra Gear
12:10am Cleverman

3:00pm The Simpsons
3:30pm The Simpsons
3:55pm Tooth Fairy
6:00pm Ice Age: 

Continental Drift
7:35pm Channel 4 News
8:00pm Posh Pawn
9:00pm Hannibal's Elephant 

Army: The New Evidence
10:00pm Homeland
11:10pm Gogglebox

10:30am Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles

11:00am Football on 5
11:50am Football on 5
12:20pm The Bridge at Remagen
2:50pm A Bridge Too Far
6:05pm Where Eagles Dare
9:00pm Football on 5
9:55pm 5 News
10:00pm Trainwreck
12:30am Sex Tape

11:00am The Sunday Supplement 
From Wembley

12:30pm Goals on Sunday 
From Wembley

2:00pm Live Nissan Super Sunday
5:00pm Live Carabao Cup Final
8:30pm Live Fight Night: Jd 

Nxtgen
12:00am Sky Sports News
1:00am Sky Sports News

6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News
7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm Inside Out
9:00pm EastEnders
9:30pm Classic Mary Berry
10:00pm MasterChef
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather

4:55pm More Creatures 
Great and Small

5:25pm Simon Reeve Caribbean
6:25pm Flog It!
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Great British Railway 

Journeys
8:00pm Top Gear
9:00pm Only Connect
9:30pm University Challenge
10:00pm Collateral

6:00pm Four in a Bed
6:30pm Extreme Cake Makers
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Dispatches
9:30pm Food Unwrapped
10:00pm 24 Hours in Police 

Custody
11:00pm Electric Dreams
12:05am Married at First Sight

4:55pm More Creatures 
Great and Small

5:25pm Simon Reeve Caribbean
6:25pm Flog It!
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Great British Railway 

Journeys
8:00pm Sea Cities
9:00pm Back in Time for Tea
10:00pm Amazing Hotels: 

Life Beyond the Lobby

3:10pm Countdown
4:00pm A Place in the Sun
5:00pm A New Life in the Sun
6:00pm Four in a Bed
6:30pm Extreme Cake Makers
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm How to Get Fit Fast
10:00pm 24 Hours in A and E
11:00pm The FGM Detectives

6:00pm 5 News
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News
8:00pm Loch Lomond: A Year 

in the Wild
9:00pm Secrets of the National 

Trust with Alan 
Titchmarsh

10:00pm Elizabeth: Our Queen-the
Crown Under Attack

9:00am Good Morning Sports 
Fans

10:00am Good Morning Sports 
Fans

11:00am Live ATP 500: Dubai
3:00pm Sky Sports News
4:00pm Live ATP 500: Dubai
7:30pm Sky Sports News at 6
8:00pm Sky Sports Tonight
8:30pm Live Checkatrade Trophy
11:00pm The Debate - Live

3:15pm Shakespeare and 
Hathaway

4:00pm Escape to the Country
4:45pm Get Away for Winter
5:30pm Antiques Road Trip
6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News
7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
9:00pm DIY SOS The Big Build
10:00pm Earth's Natural Wonders
11:00pm BBC News

6:20pm Flog It!
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Great British Railway 

Journeys
8:00pm Sea Cities
9:00pm World's Most 

Extraordinary Homes
10:00pm The Assassination of 

Gianni Versace - American
Crime Story

10:50pm Live at the Apollo
11:30pm Newsnight

2:05pm Posh Pawnbrokers
3:10pm Countdown
4:00pm A Place in the Sun
5:00pm A New Life in the Sun
6:00pm Four in a Bed
6:30pm Extreme Cake Makers
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm The Supervet
10:00pm The £1 Houses: 

Britain's Cheapest Street

3:20pm NCIS
4:20pm Left for Dead
6:00pm 5 News
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News
8:00pm Can't Pay? We'll 

Take it Away!
9:00pm GPs: Behind Closed 

Doors
10:00pm Violent Child, Desperate 

Parents

7:00am Cricket
10:00am Good Morning 

Sports Fans
11:00am Live ATP 500: Dubai
3:00pm Sky Sports News
4:00pm Live ATP 500: Dubai
7:30pm Sky Sports News at 6
8:00pm Sky Sports Tonight
8:30pm Football
11:00pm The Debate - Live
12:00am Sky Sports News
1:00am Live ATP 500: Acapulco

10:30am Good Morning Sports 
Fans

11:00am Premier League Daily
12:00pm Live European Tour Golf
3:00pm Live Honda Classic 

Featured Grps
8:00pm Live Premier League 

Darts
11:30pm Live ATP 500: Rio
2:30am EFL Midweek Goals: 

Championship

3:15pm NCIS
4:15pm Killer Obsession
6:00pm 5 News at 5
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm The Wonderful World of 

Puppies
9:00pm Police Interceptors
10:00pm Dale Winton's Florida Fly 

Drive

4:00pm A Place in the Sun
5:00pm A New Life in the Sun
6:00pm Four in a Bed
6:30pm Extreme Cake Makers
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm George Clarke's Amazing 

Spaces
10:00pm Married at First Sight
11:00pm The Job Interview

22
FEBRUARY

23
FEBRUARY

24
FEBRUARY

25
FEBRUARY

26
FEBRUARY

27
FEBRUARY

28
FEBRUARY
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FRIDAY

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
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6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm ITV News London
7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
9:00pm Trans Kids: The Right 

Response? Tonight
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm John Worboys: The Taxi 

Cab Rapist
11:00pm ITV News at Ten and 

Weather

6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm ITV News London
7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Love Your Garden
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm Lethal Weapon
11:00pm ITV News at Ten and 

Weather
11:30pm ITV News London

2:30pm Six Nations Live
Ireland v Wales.

5:30pm ITV News and Weather
5:50pm Local News and Weather
6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm Take Me Out
8:00pm Ant and Dec's 

Saturday Night 
Takeaway

9:30pm The Voice UK
10:50pm Through the Keyhole

3:30pm What Would Your Kid 
Do?

4:30pm Tipping Point
5:30pm ITV News and Weather
5:50pm Local News and Weather
6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm Dancing on Ice
9:00pm Endeavour
11:00pm ITV News and Weather
11:15pm Peston on Sunday
12:15am Rugby

4:00pm Tenable
5:00pm Tipping Point
6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm Local News and Weather
7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm The Martin Lewis 

Money Show
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm Marcella

3:00pm James Martin's American 
Adventure

4:00pm Tenable
5:00pm Tipping Point
6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm Local News and Weather
7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm 100 Year Old Driving 

School
9:00pm What Would Your Kid Do?

5:00pm Tipping Point
6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm Local News and Weather
7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Britain's Brightest 

Family
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm Benidorm
11:00pm ITV News at Ten and 

Weather

3:15pm NCIS
4:15pm Killer Obsession
6:00pm 5 News
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News
8:00pm Aviva Premiership 

Rugby Highlights
9:00pm Extreme Winter Road 

Rescue
10:00pm The Flying Scotsman

9:00am Good Morning Sports 
Fans

10:00am Good Morning Sports 
Fans

11:00am Live ATP 500: Dubai
3:00pm Sky Sports News
4:00pm Live ATP 500: Dubai
7:30pm Sky Sports News at 6
8:00pm Football
12:00am Sky Sports News

4:00pm Escape to the Country
4:45pm Get Away for Winter
5:30pm Antiques Road Trip
6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News
7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm EastEnders
9:00pm Holby City
10:00pm Shetland
11:00pm BBC News
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LAST year a friend sent my email ad-
dress a joke. 

Now I’m deluged with offers to
augment the male anatomy, retrieve
my winnings from a lottery I didn’t en-
ter, or enjoy the charms of ladies called
Anushka or Anastasya. 

And all because my friend took a
leaf from the Michael McIntyre show
by using his equivalent of that ‘Send to
All’ game to pass on his innocuous
joke.

What email etiquette did he contra-
vene? His emailed joke was openly
addressed to everyone in his address
book. I could see all his dozens of
friends’ addresses, and they could all
see mine. In this age of easy digital pil-
ferage that put all our addresses out
there in the wild, it’s easy pickings for
the spammers.

So here’s this week’s tiny but vital
email etiquette tip: when you want to
forward the funniest thing since seg-

mented whole wheat, hide the address-
es of your inflictees.

Here’s how: 
1) Compose your email.
2) Address it to your own email

address.
3) Then add your recipients one

by one with the BCC button.
BCC officially means ‘Blind Car-

bon Copy’. It’s the subversive variant
of the CC ‘copy’ function, responsible
single-handedly for swamping work-
places with avalanches of digital

sludge.
BCC is a really sneaky way to copy

someone into correspondence without
the original addressee being aware of
it. All BCC addresses are hidden from
all other recipients, so no one can har-
vest valuable contact details from your
address book. 

By addressing an email to yourself
and then BCC-ing your recipients,
their details remain sacrosanct and
they’ll only hate you for the inanity of
your joke, not for revealing their email

addresses to all. 
While we’re at it, here’s another ob-

vious but surprisingly common email
fault: keeping everything in your In-
box.

My immortal beloved eventually
had several thousand emails in her
groaning, treacle-slow Inbox until she
finally saw the light and was saved. 

All it takes is to make folders/direc-
tories in your email program’s left-
hand navigation column, and every
day drag your dealt-with emails from
the Inbox into their respective folders:
Business, Friends, Lovers, Potential
lovers, Final demands, Absolutely fi-
nal demands, whatever folders suit
your particular needs. It makes finding
the email you want a whole lot easier
too.

One more tip: delete those huge at-
tachments from your emails once
you’re done with them. In some pro-
grams you just right-click the attach-
ment symbol and choose delete. 

Your email program will become
much more responsive without the
burden of all those forwarded cat
videos. So do it right miaow.

RATHER than clean my
lodgings as a student, it was
often easier just  to  keep
moving somewhere else. 

Sadly it’s not that simple
with email, though some of
us do indeed just  give up
when spammers overrun
our accounts, and endure
the ‘scorched earth’ hassle
of starting a new address.

Hitting an ‘Unsubscribe’
l ink at  the bottom of  an
email  often works.  But
sometimes it has the oppo-
site and unintended effect
of confirming to the spam-
mer that he has reached an
actual l ive recipient,  and
the invasion ramps up.

For extreme cases  you
can actually train your pro-
gram to recognise junk
mail and move it to a junk
folder automatical ly.  Or
you can use a proper spam
blocker. I had 30 emails ad-
vertising one in my Inbox
last week…

If ‘Send to All’ really existed… Scorched
earth  

TECH FOR 
THE TIMID

If you really want to play the Michael McIntyre game, practise safe sending

EMAIL OVERLOAD: To BCC or not to BCC.

PODEMOS leader Pablo Iglesias and his girlfriend
Irene Montero, who is also the party spokes-
woman, want to use ‘la portavoza’ instead of ‘la
portavoz’ which means nothing other than spokes-
woman.

What’s more Adriana Lastra, a PSOE spokes-
woman, agreed with Montero and is happy to use
it, she said.

Portavoz is one of those nice Spanish words that
can be preceded by el or la depending on whether
it describes a male or female. You could say it was
gender-neutral, which should keep everybody hap-
py.

Unfortunately portavoza could be here to stay
because politicians increasingly feel the need to re-
fer to both genders, which makes for some very
clunky speechmaking and irritates more people
than it pleases.

But it’s not going to close the male-female pay
gap, which is where Montero and Lastra should be
investing their energies instead of splitting seman-
tic hairs.

Interestingly, no-one has asked the
Podemos spokeswoman if she intends to

change her surname to Montera.

Up, up and away
THE polls show Ciudadanos taking the lead again,
ahead of the governing Partido Popular (PP) and
the PSOE.

With regional and municipal elections only a
year away, the government has agreed that some-
thing must be done to clip Albert Rivera’s wings.
The PP barons have their own ideas about how to
do this but are afraid to tell Rajoy. And no wonder.
The best and least conflictive way to stop Rivera

from flying up, up and away is by grounding and
replacing Mariano Rajoy.

Telling him so is regarded inside the party as
heresy but 60 per cent of PP voters have told poll-
sters that they think Rajoy should go. If the faithful
are deserting him now, how can the party ever
hope to recruit non-believers?

The icing on the cake
SPAIN’S Economy Minister Luis de Guindos
hopes to become vice-president of the European
Central Bank.

Inside Spain there was criticism because he an-
nounced his candidacy but hasn’t yet handed in the
boxy briefcases that are the Spanish government’s
equivalent of a despatch box.

There should be a respectable hiatus between
both jobs, it’s claimed.

That’s inside Spain. Outside, it’s a different story
because there is uneasiness about his past with
Lehman Brothers.

Remember Lehman Brothers? The economic
crisis was already looming in 2008 but the bank’s
collapse brought it into focus while Luis de Guin-
dos was its European adviser and director of
Lehman’s subsidiary in Spain and Portugal.

And oh yes, just to make
things really kosher and

put the icing on the
cake, De Guindos

belongs to Opus
Dei, too.

Cassandra Nash
A weekly look
- and not entirely impartial reaction - 
to the Spanish political scene

In a manner of speaking

IT’S said that a resigned Mariano Rajoy would allow Carles Puigdemont, currently skulking
in Waterloo, to receive an honorary designation from Cataluña’s pro-independence parlia-
ment. This would be acceptable so long as he receives no public money and possesses no ad-
ministrative powers, Madrid has hinted.

Two months after the regional elections, Cataluña still does not have a government because
the pro-independence parties whose combined majority allows them to call the shots, wanted
Puigdemont as president. It must be him or no-one, they threatened, so the Madrid compromise
would be one way of investing someone - possibly Elsa Artadi - so that Cataluña finally has a
semblance of a government.

Although with Puigdemont as a string puller and an acknowledged presence in Belgium there
would be no change in secessionist ambitions and this particular remedy could turn out to be
worse than the disease.

A rose by any other name

IRENE MONTERO: The
‘portavoza’ of Podemos.

columnists@euroweeklynews.com

Ire
ne

 M
on

te
ro

/F
ac

eb
oo

k 



30 22 - 28 February 2018 / MallorcaEWN www.euroweeklynews.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SPONSOR
GO TO WWW.LINEADIRECTA.COM SPONSORED BY TIME

Each number in the Code Breaker grid represents a different letter of the
alphabet. In this week’s puzzle, 1 represents R and 23 represents B, so fill in

R every time the figure 1 appears and B every time the figure 23 appears.
Now, using your knowledge of the English language, work out which letters

should go in the missing squares. As you discover the letters, fill in other
squares with the same number in the main grid and the control grid.

English - Spanish

Code Breaker

Quick

Across
1 Desafortunado (7)
5 Toads (5)
8 Gaviota (7)
9 Parrots (5)
10 Thirteen (5)
11 To obtain (7)
12 Cubo (balde) (6)
14 Geese (domestic) (6)
17 Reign (7)
19 Arches (5)
22 January (5)
23 Pendiente (joya) (7)
24 Sheep (5)
25 Cantantes (7)

Down
1 Alterado (5)
2 Key (door) (5)
3 Dummy (for baby) (7)
4 Amarillo (6)
5 Hendidura (corte) (5)
6 Padres (7)
7 Tailors (7)
12 Barber (7)
13 Chino (7)
15 Scorpion (7)
16 Toallas (6)
18 Now (at this time, immediately) (5)
20 Delito (5)
21 Señales (indicaciones) (5)

Cryptic

hole (5)
13 State risk accepting European
jurisprudence (8)
15 After a time, the pamphlet will entice
(7)
17 Remains in taxicab I'd escaped in
(6)

18 Squander, say, part of the body (5)
19 Mother, doctor and a Sikh leader
are all from Chennai (6)
22 Continue performing in part of West
London (5)
23 Cabbage is an ingredient of cock-a-
leekie soup (4)

Across
1 Come or go back (6)
4 Prison (4)
8 Variety of peach with a smooth skin (9)
9 Gemstone (4)

10 Rely on (6)
13 Stable units (6)
15 Capital of Norway (4)
18 Sweets on sticks (9)
19 Nesting insect (4)
20 Have an ambitious plan or a lofty goal

(6)

Down
1 Unpleasantly loud and harsh (7)
2 Friendly Islands (5)
3 Wealthy (4)
5 Nimble or active (5)
6/18 Hide out (3,3)
7 Ship of the desert (5)

11 Bishop's jurisdiction (7)
12 Ordinary (5)
14 Collection of maps in book form (5)
16 Japanese food (5)
17 Chief or leader (4)
18 See 6

Across
1 Stop translating Sartre (6)
4 Prepared sauces for the

campaigns (6)
9 First class rider takes a tumble

in Scotland (7)
10 Swap jazz key (5)
11 Rotate tea boiler (4)
12 Fine head start with British
Airways, perhaps (8)
14 Harbour with own pole (5)
16 It’s torture putting silver on
Yankee (5)
20 Risk money, a pound, after
some light shopping? (8)
21 Funny ditch (2-2)
24 Play doctor and a graduate (5)
25 Crush the star characters (7)
26 Something glossy for a teen's
dance (6)
27 Love means nothing for such
players (6)

Down
1 Changes Pat's ad about (6)
2 More uncommon rubles are

registered (5)
3 Agile secret agent creeping

round the ringleader (4)
5 Modify, for example, ring for a

confidant (5,3)
6 One's position is not changed at

the inside (7)
7 Metal pin crook finally found in

waste pipe (6)
8 Keep out of French watering
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION FACING PAGE

The clues are mixed, some
clues are in Spanish and
some are in English.
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Kakuro
How many English words of four letters or
more can you make from the nine letters in
our Nonagram puzzle? Each letter may be
used only once (unless the letter appears
twice). Each word MUST CONTAIN THE

CENTRE LETTER (in this case V) and there
must be AT LEAST ONE NINE LETTER

WORD. Plurals, vulgarities or proper nouns
are not allowed.

• Average: 6
• Good: 8

• Very good: 12
• Excellent: 15

TARGET: 

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

aloe dale deal dole flea fled floe foal fold fool lade lead
leaf load loaf lode oleo addle aloof doled flood laded loofa
offal doodle foaled folded fooled loaded loafed flooded
offload OFFLOADED 

Saturday February 17

IRISH LOTTO

Thursday February 15

Saturday February 17

LA PRIMITIVA

EL GORDO DE
LA PRIMITIVA
Sunday February 18

UK NATIONAL
LOTTERY

Saturday February 17

Friday February 16

Tuesday February 13

EURO MILLIONS

5 8 9

10
56

38 53

BONUS BALL

7

BONUS BALL

20 21 23

34
4

39 43

BONUS BALL

1 2 21

22 27 47

10 13 17

21

1

1044

BONUS BALL

23 30 42

51 54

10 12 23

32

4

1050

BONUS BALL

24

0

BONUS BALL

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Sudoku

Nonagram

LOTTERY

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

1 Stars, 4 Caracol, 8 Against, 9 Ice,
10 Seaweed, 11 Abajo, 12 Brooms,
14 Porfin, 17 Temer, 19 Barrels,
22 Hot, 23 Ejemplo, 24 Respeto,
25 Shave. 

1 Shops, 2 Aparato, 3 Suave,
4 Cuñada, 5 Retraso, 6 Caida,
7 Lie down, 12 Butcher, 13 Marbete,
15 Fregona, 16 Obrero,
18 Motos, 20 Ropes, 21 Sauce. 

Down:

ENGLISH-SPANISH
Across:

1 Spots, 4 Starlet, 8 Russell,
9 Limbo, 10 Polecats, 11 Wage,
13 Scroll, 15 Raptor, 18 Path,
19 Carousel, 22 Oiled,
23 Sterile, 24 Sprites, 25 Notes. 

1 Stripes, 2 Ousel, 3 Stencils,
4 Salute, 5 Ally, 6 Lambast, 7 Trove,
12 Napoleon, 14 Rattler, 16 Rollers,
17 Causes, 18 Plots, 20 Saint, 21
Edit. 

Down:

CRYPTIC
Across:

1 Cryogenic, 7 Terms, 8 Rayon, 9/5 War
cry, 10 Salmon, 14 Almond, 18 Andes, 20
Aware, 21 Gangsters. 

1 Cite, 2 Yardarm, 3 Gasp, 4 Normal,
6 Awning, 11 Mundane, 12 Banana,
13 Unison, 16 Bans, 17 Fees, 19/15 Dog end. 

Down:

Across:

CODE BREAKER 

QUICK

Your emotions, extra expenses
and other domestic pressures are
on the boil. Put off major
decisions until next week.
Meanwhile, loosen up, walk into
some creative space, and if
necessary, talk to someone who
understands your ups and downs.
There are good things waiting to
happen, refuse to lose nerve. 

It’s both a vertical and horizontal
week. What goes right
somewhere could easily go wrong
elsewhere. Sensitive Venus
conspires with touchy Mars to
trigger tensions and troubles. If
you're aware of where others are
coming from, you'll be fine. You’ll
have fun, but don't let your
spending splurges rule your head
on Wednesday or Saturday.

Your efforts to get your message
across might be best delayed for
seven days. Fickle Venus and
flighty Mercury will cross swords
with other planets, so keep your
ideas and emotions grounded.
Take nothing for granted on
Tuesday, and don't agree to
anything without the facts. 

Don’t jump from one financial
frying pan into another. Take it
easy on all fronts, especially
where your money, emotions and
other people's moods are at odds
with your ideas. 

You will see the advantage of
working towards a new location,
or even a specific makeover for
your domestic scene. Either way,
wait for a further green light,
especially where money’s
concerned. Monday and
Thursday are delicate days, so
play it cool.

Refuse to be miffed by whatever
disagreements or difficulties
clutter your world. The sooner you
get on with things, the better for
your peace of mind. Even this
week's affrays and dismays are
simply passing clouds. Put
yourself first, and things will start
to change. 

Move forward on this week’s
positive waves of optimism. Treat
yourself, but don’t overindulge your
temptations. The planets aren’t
dancing to all your wants and
desires. If certain situations or
individuals seem complicated, wait
until the dust settles, then follow
your hunches.

There's a saying that if it doesn’t
rain, it pours, so keep an umbrella of
humour to hand. Spring is around
the corner, and with it, a much
happier trend for your workaday,
social and financial prospects.
Strive through this showery
emotional week, and the sunshine
will surely follow. Meanwhile, focus
on the now. 

Scanning the rest of the star-signs,
you’ll see that you have many things
in common this week: challenging
influences at work and play, and
during other clogging capers.
Unexpected events, finances, or the
usual everyday frustrations could
pile on the pressure.

You’re not the only member of the
zodiac who’ll have to toughen up.
It’ll pay you to chill on Tuesday, be
patient on Wednesday, and put your
potent insights into orbit throughout
the weekend. Although certain set
arrangements are liable to veer off
track, some discussions and shared
commitments are slowly but firmly
improving.

The full moon in your own sign is a
powerful ally against this week’s
planetary fracas. Speak from the
heart and reject any ambiguous
emotional games. It's the only way
to clear the air and truly know where
you're heading. 

There’s a financial theme to many of
your plans and ideas. Above all,
spend with care and examine all
offers carefully. Rely on your sixth
sense, especially where close-to-
you matters are concerned. Give
more thought to what you hope to
have achieved in 12 months from
now. Be patient, especially over
personal stresses and strains. 

AQUARIUS
(January 21 - February 19)

PISCES
(February 20 - March 20)

ARIES
(March 21 - April 20)

TAURUS
(April 21 - May 21)

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)

CANCER
(June 22 - July 23)

LEO
(July 24 - August 23)

VIRGO
(August 24 - September 23)

LIBRA
(September 24 - October 23)

SCORPIO
(October 24 - November 22)

SAGITTARIUS
(November 23 - December 21)

CAPRICORN
(December 22 - January 20)

FOR NEXT 7 DAYS
YOUR STARS

Fill all the empty squares using the num-
bers 1 to 9, so that the sum of each hori-

zontal block equals the ‘clue’ on its left, and
the sum of each vertical block equals the

clue on its top. No number may be used in
the same block more than once.  

KAKURO

Fill the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1-9.
There’s no maths involved. You solve the
puzzle with reasoning and logic.

OUT

THE UNTOUCHABLES - HOLLYWOOD U.S.A. 2018

EL MILLON: XXGP60849

JOKER: 4 085 600

9 18 19

22 31 38

17

8

BONUS BALL

JOKER: 8 034 825

1. According to its advertising slogan, who ‘makes exceedingly good cakes’? 
2. Baby Cakes was a UK number one hit single in 2004 for which British garage trio? 
3. First published in 1930, Cakes and Ale is a novel by which British novelist, short-story writer

and playwright? 
4. Pannetone, a light cake, usually made with sultanas and candied peel, is traditionally eaten

at Christmas in which European country? 
5. The name of which small, fancy cake comes from the French for ‘small oven’? 
6. What is the name of the oblong sponge cake covered with marzipan, with a square cross

section quartered with two colours of sponge? 
7. What is the name of the rich loaf cake containing 16 ounces, or equal weights, of each

chief ingredient, typically flour, butter and sugar? 
8. Which 1974 Top 10 Queen hit contains the lyric 'Let them eat cake she says, just like Marie

Antoinette’? 
9. Which Scottish city gives its name to a rich fruit cake, typically decorated on top with

almonds? 
10. Which small yeast cake is saturated in syrup made with hard liquor, usually rum, and
sometimes filled with whipped cream or pastry cream? 

Not a lot of people know that... the first cupcakes were so called, in the late 19th century,
because they were baked in cups and made from ingredients measured by the cupful.

QUIZ: HAVING YOUR CAKE AND EATING IT TOO Answers:
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THERE is nothing that makes me grumpier
than dealing with ignorant, stupid people.
Ryanair has recently introduced a ‘live chat’
facility which, after never being able to actual-
ly speak to a human being, is a good alterna-
tive. But this is the conversation I had with
one of their agents today:

‘Hello Michael - how may I help you?’
‘I have booked a flight and paid to carry

hand luggage. I am disabled and travel with
my own wheelchair and I have just read in
your FAQs that disabled passengers can take
their hand luggage free of charge so I’d like to
arrange a refund please.’

After going through the usual security ques-
tions she comes back with, ‘There is no refund
with priority boarding. Is there anything else I
can help you with today?

Well a) she hadn’t actually helped me with
anything and b) now she’s offering to not help
me with something else.

I explained again that I don’t need priority
boarding as I always have Special Assistance
due to my disability but, because of their new

luggage policy, I felt I had no choice other
than to pay for priority boarding. Nowhere on
their luggage details do they state that passen-
gers using Special Assistance are able to keep
their hand luggage with them free of charge.  

I only discovered that little gem buried in
their FAQs. Is it so hard to make it easy for
people to know that or is it, as I suspect, an
easy way to nick more money?

She confirms again there is no refund as
they are ‘a non-refundable airline’! What the
hell does that mean??? I asked to be trans-
ferred to a supervisor at which point she says,
‘I can’t transfer you to a supervisor, if you’re
not happy fill out a form, goodbye’. And then
she disconnects our chat!! And that was the
end of my chat. How rude. This is not ‘cus-
tomer service’ - this is ‘customer alienation.’

Ryanair boast about how they are ‘making
things better’ for their passengers. Really??? I
then get a box come up asking me to fill in a
survey regarding my experience. I asked them
to send me copy of the chat so if anyone thinks
I’m exaggerating I have the proof. I’m sure that
nowhere on the booking page or the priority
boarding does it say Special Assistance passen-
gers do not need to pay. My nickname is ‘Re-
lentless’ so I won’t let this go and it’s not even
about the money, it’s the principle. 

Email mikesenker@gmail.com

Mike Senker
In my opinion
Views of a Grumpy Old Man

I am ‘Relentless’

columnists@euroweeklynews.com

To a recent enquiry about noisy
renters you replied that the land-

lord must include a registration number on
his advert. Does this apply to companies
that manage properties for rental for the

landlord? I ask because I never knew this
and I have not seen it on any adverts.
Where would the registration be placed and
how many digits should it have?

M F (by email)

ASSUMING your insurance covers multiple dri-
vers, you may allow any qualified driver to use
your vehicle. However, in order to avoid problems
if the driver is stopped, it is recommended that the
vehicle driver is given a document proving that
they have the owner’s permission to drive the ve-
hicle.

This may seem like an inconvenience, but it is
for your protection. If the vehicle is stopped, the
officers who come across a vehicle driven by
somebody other than the registered keeper will
question the legalities of the driver, which is in
your best interest, as if it is stolen they will find out
very soon. 

Otherwise, if a vehicle is stolen but not yet re-
ported as such, there could be no reason for the

Guardia Civil or police to doubt the person driving
the vehicle has the owner’s permission, and so it
could otherwise go unchecked. But of course there
could be a genuine reason for somebody other
than the registered keeper to drive the car, which is
what this document would help to prove.

Simply download the document and complete
it, or complete the online version and print it, and
attach a copy of both the owner’s driving licence,
and a copy of the licence of the person given per-
mission to drive. It should be completed in full, in-
cluding a term of validity, and then dated and
signed.

Download, print and complete the following
document: http://n332.es/wp-content/up
loads/2018/01/authdriver.pdf.

LEGALLY SPEAKING
Permission to use your vehicle

Send your questions for David Searl through lawyers Ubeda-Retana & Associates in Fuengirola
at Ask@lawtaxspain.com, or call 952 667 090.

For more news and articles visit www.n332.es or search N332 on Facebook.

Good question. The
regulation of short-

term tourist lettings is han-
dled by each one of Spain’s 17
autonomous regions, so the
rules are different from An-
dalucia to Valencia to the
Balearic Islands. Further-
more, most of the regulations
are quite new and the land-

lords may have up to a year to
comply in some areas. My
own quick search showed that
practically no one is in com-
pliance yet. There have been

many bureaucratic delays in
obtaining the registration but
it has been made easier in
some areas so you should find
the numbers used before too
long. And, yes, the letting
agencies will be required to
include the registration num-
ber for each property they ad-
vertise on the internet.

David Searl
You and the Law 
in Spain

What is rental registration?

WE answer some common driving questions, kindly provided by members of the Guardia Civil based in
Torrevieja, Costa Blanca, who set up the N332 website and Facebook page to help break down barriers.
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LAVENDER oi l  i s  ex-
tracted from the flowers
of the lavender plant, usu-
al ly  using s team, and is
often used in beauty and
heal th  products  such as
aromatherapy oil, lotions
and soaps.

The essent ia l  o i l  a lso
works well when blended
with other essential oils
such as pine, cedar wood,
geranium and nutmeg.

The health benefits of
lavender  o i l  have been
raved about for centuries.
It has the ability to relieve
pain, enhance blood circu-
lation, get rid of nervous
tension, disinfect the skin,
enhance blood circulation,
and treat respiratory prob-
lems among others.

It  also works as an ef-
fective bug repellent and
has  ant i - inf lammatory
qualities that help to re-

duce the irritation if you
do get bitten.

Lavender oil  has been

used for centuries to in-
duce  s leep and can be
used to  t rea t  insomnia .

Studies on elderly people
have revealed their sleep
regularity increases when
they place some lavender
essential oil on their pil-
lows due to  i ts  re laxing
impact.

For this  reason i t  also
helps to calm the nerves
and ease anxiety. 

The stimulating aroma
has been proven to get rid
of nervous exhaustion and
restlessness while increas-
ing mental activity at the
same t ime.  This ,  there-
fore, makes it effective in
t rea t ing depress ion,
headaches ,  emot ional
s t ress  and nervous  ten-
sion. 

One study revealed that
people taking exams suf-
fered from less anxiety if
they inhaled lavender and
rosemary oil before taking
the test.

Lathering in lavender

PURPLE GAIN: Lavender has been proven to reduce
emotional stress and nervous tension. 
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IF you’re suffering from
bloating, nausea or even just
feel ing a bi t  under the
weather, instead of rifling
through the medicine cabi-
net ,  perhaps reach for  a
herbal tea bag instead. 

Besides being a stimulat-
ing, caffeine-free pick-me-
up,  herbal  tea has been
proven to have many health
benefits and some also con-
tain many of the vitamins
and minerals  needed on a
daily basis.

Herbal tea isn’t actually

made from the tea plant of
course; it’s an infusion of
plant leaves, roots, seeds or
bark, which provides all the
benefits of the plant in an
easy-to-digest form.

If  you drink herbal  tea
every day, it can make a sig-
nificant difference to your
skin, your mood, and your
energy levels.

Peppermint tea is effective
at relieving muscle spasms, as
well as the symptoms of nau-
sea and bloating. However,
you should avoid it altogether

if you suffer from indigestion
or heartburn.

Fresh ginger tea is  also
great at  solving digestion
problems and is a powerful
cold-fighting remedy when
you add lemon and honey.

Known for i ts  anti-oxi-
dant properties, rooibos tea
can help to ward off disease
and can help reduce the
signs of  ageing,  while
chamomile tea can help treat
insomnia or anxiety due to
i ts  calming and sedative
qualities.

Herbal tea: a holistic health boost 
WARMING: Steep herbal tea in a covered vessel to preserve the essential oils.
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Update on food, drink, entertainments, what’s on and weekly happenings

PRIORAT, as one
of the upcoming
Spanish wine re-
gions, has recorded
an extraordinary
leap in quality and
reputation over the
last decade. 

This small area which qualifies as Denomi-
nacio d’Origen Qualificada (DOQ) is in Tar-
ragona Province in Cataluña and is one of only
two regions - alongside Rioja - to qualify as
DOCa, the highest qualification.

It produces mainly red and powerful wines. 
Characterised by a terroir of volcanic ori-

gins with black slate and quartz soil known
as llicorella, with vineyards on terraces at
100m - 700m, the area has low yields due
to the rocky soil which does not allow wa-
ter accumulation.  

Wine production in the area dates from the
12th century, when monks from the
Monastery of Scala Dei introduced viticulture
and the prior ruled as a feudal lord, giving rise
to the name Priorat. 

At the end of the 19th century, the phyllox-
era pest devastated the vineyards and replanti-
ng was undertaken only in the 1950’s. In the
1980’s bulk wine production was phased out

and bottling of quality wine was introduced.
The traditional grape variety in El Priorat is

the red Garnacha tinta, which is found in all
the older vineyards. Other red varieties are
Garnacha Peluda, Cariñena, Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, Merlot and Syrah. 

White varieties are Garnacha blanca,
Macabeo, Pedro Ximenez and Chenin.

The traditional reds are a single grape bot-
tling of Grenache and Carignan, or a blend of
these with French grape varieties including
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, or Syrah. Usual-
ly aged in oak barrels for 18 months followed
by six months in the bottle, Priorat wines have
a consumption optimal two years later.

Happy tasting.

Upcoming wine region

by Lorenzo
Barbareschi

BACCHUS
CELLAR

PRIORAT: On the march.

ALTHOUGH it’s a long way ahead,
some concerts are so popular that they
need to be booked well in advance and a
visit by The Other Side with their Pink
Floyd Live Experience to Palma is one
to consider.

Even until quite recently, the concept
of a tribute singer or band was not par-
ticularly well received but nowadays the
tribute world is quite different and when
you move into the world of rock the situ-
ation changes quite dramatically.

On March 31, the Trui Teatre will
welcome a fine tribute band made up of
13 professional musicians from Menorca
who are dedicated to performing the mu-
sic of their heroes in a manner which is
true to the original but with the benefit
of today’s modern equipment.

The programme lasts  for  almost
three hours with a mix of music from
the early days to their last album incor-
porating psychedelic and symphonic

elements mixed with superb lighting,
sound and of course musicians who
know exactly what they are doing and
have been performing as The Other

Side for five years.
Tickets which cost from €30 to €33

and may be obtained online from the Trui
Teatre for the gig which starts at 9pm.

A YOUNG man from An-
dratx was delighted to have
the chance to appear in the
series Spain’s Got Talent
and although he missed out
in the semi-finals, it was
the springboard for a new
career as a professional mu-
sician.

When he sang Hoy Duele
(Today Hurts) on the TV
programme which was a
self-composed tribute to his
late father and it pulled at
the heartstrings of viewers.

The video version of the
song has been viewed by
millions of Spanish speak-
ers throughout the world.

Since then Bruno re-
leased his first album Para
Respirar (To Breathe) in
2016 and has just signed a
four year deal with Sony.
He is in the process of
recording songs for a new
album with a taste of these
songs appearing on a re-
cently released EP Acuarela
(Watercolour).

Now he is appearing
with his band, in which he
sings and plays guitar, at
the Auditori de Peguera in
Calvia on Friday March 2
alongside Miguel Forteza
(violin), Sergio Ramis
(keyboards), Pedro Moya
(drums), Toni Morales
(bass) and Juanjo Monser-
rat (guitar).

Tickets for the gig, which
starts at 9.30pm, cost €10
in advance or €15 on the
night.

The Bruno Sotos Band

TALENT: Bruno, on
the right, received a
portrait from artist
Mesas Sanchez.
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The Other Side
of the Moon

ROCK TRIBUTE: The Other Side in performance.
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FOLLOWING the opening
of two special markets offer-
ing a range of different
foods in Palma, the town of
Calvia is  about to follow
suit.

Based in Calle Pinada
near the beach, the Central
Street  Food Market will
have space for 24 different
food stalls in 2,500 square
metres over two floors.

Offering a wide mixture of
different food types includ-
ing Asian and Mallorcan
specialities. This new con-
cept for the town which ex-
pects to be open shortly after
Easter and in t ime for the
spring and summer holidays
will also offer a number of
diverse events to attract cus-
tomers.

It is hoped that, like other
gastronomic markets around
Spain, this market will at-
tract a clientele which en-
joys and understands food
and the concept of being
able to ‘mix and match’ dif-
ferent tastes and styles.

HAVING come to internation-
al attention with the album
Catch a Fire, Bob Marley and
the Wailers consisting of Peter
Tosh and Bunny Wailer decid-
ed to go their separate ways.

In theory now a solo musi-
cian, Marley recruited a work-
ing band which still toured as
the Wailers and perhaps, sur-
prisingly, recruited an Ameri-
can guitarist, Al Anderson of
Amerind and African descent
who was already closely in-
volved with Chris Blackwell’s
Island Music.

It was this band, working
with Bob Marley - now signed
to Island - that had so much
success with a whole range of

songs such as No Woman No
Cry catapulting Marley from
cult status to one of interna-
tional stardom which even
saw him becoming involved
in Jamaican politics and get-
ting shot.

Playing with the band, An-
derson earned a number of
platinum discs as well as re-
ceiving his own Grammy
nomination for his band the
Original Wailers following the
untimely death of Bob Mar-
ley.

Now under the direction of
this former close associate of
Bob Marley, the Original
Wailers are constantly on the
road and will be making a

short tour of Spain which will
bring them to the Centro Mu-
sical Es Gremi in Palma on
Sunday March 11 supported
by La Barraca Sound System
and Calee Arias.

Tickets are priced €18 plus
booking fee or €22 on the
night.

The audience can expect an
evening of ska and reggae
with a number of the best
known Bob Marley songs per-
formed by Al Anderson along-
side exceptional musicians,
Chet Samuel (lead vocals/gui-
tar), Omar Lopez (bass gui-
tar), Howard Smith (drums),
and Adrian ‘AK’ Cisneros
(keyboards and Organ).

AS part of the ongoing series of classical concerts, the Balearic
Symphony Orchestra with Joaquin Achucarro playing concert
piano will be appearing at the Palma Auditorium today (Thurs-
day) and the Auditorium in Manacor tomorrow (Friday).

Under the direction of Guillermo Garcia Calvo, the solo pi-
anist will be presenting the following pieces, Overture per a
Bon Dia by Parera, Piano Concerto no 4 Op 58 by Beethoven
and Quartet for Orchestra Op 25 by Brahms and Schönberg.

Tickets for the Palma performance will cost between €22 and
€32 whilst at Manacor tickets will be just €17.

Gastronomic
first for Calvia

Reggae greats

Balearic
Symphony
Orchestra

WORLD-RENOWNED: Pianist Joaquin Achucarro.

GUITARIST: Al Anderson.
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Costa is class act for high end sales

Lap of luxury

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION: The Mediterranean
coast is leading the luxury property drive.

HE pur-
chase of
S p a n i s h
homes by

foreign buyers is sky
rocketing.

And the real  estate
market has recovered
faster since the finan-
cial crisis than most of
the country’s other in-
dustries.

The Spanish
Mediterranean coast
remains among the
top dest inat ions for
those on the hunt for
luxury  homes,  com-
plete with pristine golf
courses and,  above
all, sea views. 

According to the lat-
est data published by
Spanish notar ies,
there were more than
50,000 purchases by
foreign investors in the
f i rs t  ha l f  o f  2017,
mark ing a 13.4 per
cent year-on-year in-
crease.

And whi le  Spanish
housing market figures
have shown a consis-
tent  improvement
since 2014, they have
boomed in  recent
months.

The southern Span-
ish coast remains one
of the preferred desti-
nations year after year
for  fore ign buyers
look ing for  a  luxury
home. 

Sea v iews are re-
por tedly  among the

top pr ior i ty  for  these
buyers,  c lose ly  fo l -
lowed by distance to
the nearest  go l f
course and their own
swimming pool ,  ac-
cord ing to  a  new re-
port by a leading es-
tate agent.

The agency c la ims
that these buyers are
looking for properties
bui l t  using the latest
materials and technol-
ogy, but are also ener-

gy ef f ic ient .  Smart
homes are the la test
t rend among fore ign
upmarket  buyers,
which combine state-
of-the-art technology
wi th  energy sav ing
features.

However ,  fore ign
buyers reportedly pre-
fer  a  house fur ther
away from the coast,
so long as they have a
good pool, are closer
to the golf course and

sti l l  have great views
of  the sea,  whi le
homes sought  by
Spanish buyers tend
to be c loser  to  the
beachfront. The typi-
cal “foreigner looking
for a house in Spain is
usual ly  Nordic or
Brit ish, who buys the
property as a holiday
home f i rs t  and of ten
ends up spending his
retirement there,” ex-
plained the agency.

T
By Kat Ashton
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IT may not quite be spring yet,
but now is a great time to start
getting stuck into your garden
again. 

Although temperatures are
on the up, there is still a risk
of some chilly days ahead, so
make sure you protect any

plants that are extremely
averse to the cold by wrap-
ping them in insulation, such
as garden fleece.

This is also a good time to
clear your garden of any fallen
leaves or debris in time for spring,
as well as clearing out your shed

or greenhouse.
You could also get structures

and plans in place for what you
want to plant when it gets a bit
warmer. 

If it is fairly warm where you
live, you could start sowing seeds
in parts of your garden that re-
ceive a lot of sunlight.

Keep the seeds and seedlings
covered at night to protect them
from pests and then plant in well-
prepared soil when it gets
warmer.

Also make sure to keep up
with your pruning, but leave cher-
ry, plum and apricots trees until
summer, as pruning these trees
now could make them vulnerable
to Silver Leaf disease.
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ATTRACTING birds to your garden
is easy if you have the right plants
that will provide water, food, shelter
and protection from predators. 

Birds do best in gardens with mul-
tiple storeys of plants from ground
covers, shrubs as under storeys, to
taller tree canopies as an upper
storey.

Providing water in the dry months
in safe places for birds to drink, is
the sure way to have birds attracted
to your garden. A steady, reliable
source of water is a primary need,
even more than food, if other sources
of water are not nearby. 

If you provide water, birds will
visit regularly, if you provide food
plants, they will stay longer and if
you provide safe shelter as well, na-
tive birds may start to nest in your
garden. Migratory birds will only
visit but are more likely to visit if
you have a food source as well as
water.

There are many plants that can
provide food for the birds. As differ-
ent bird species have different re-
quirements of seed, nectar or insects,
a variety of different plants are need-
ed to attract the bird species you
wish to support in your garden. 

The best way to provide food is to
use a lot of native plants and have a
wild zone for allowing naturally oc-
curring non-invasive native plants -
even the plants considered weeds
in the ornamental and vegetable
garden - to go through their full
life cycle.

Many plants considered weeds are
useful plants for birds to feed on for
the flowers, nectar and seeds.

Birds usually prefer to arrive onto
the upper storey to survey a garden
for food and dangers before entering,
and different species build their nests
in the upper storey for safety from
ground based predators. 

Each bird species has different
needs however, so many smaller
birds will look for nesting places in
the under storey that has dense
thickets to prevent larger predators
from entering. So to attract a wide
range of birds, having a wide range

of plants that give good protection is
important for diversity.

Plants that provide nectar include
Sages (Salvia species), Grevillea
species, Torch lilies (Kniphofia
species), Lobelia species, Penstemon
species, Verbena species, Sunflowers
(Helianthus), Thyme (Thymus
species), Lavender (Lavendula
species), Honeysuckle (Lonicera
species), Ice Plant (Sedum species),
Firethorn (Pyracantha species) and

Barberry (Berberis
species).

Seed plants include Sun-
flower (Helianthus species), Cone-
flower (Echinacea species), Aster
species, Zinnea species, Cumin
(Cuminum species), Calendula
species and many others.

Attracting birds can just be a mat-
ter of widening the range of plants
that you normally grow, which may
provide even more interest to your
garden as many bird food plants are
very attractive. 

Hedges and thickets of plants will
provide safe nesting places for small-
er birds, and tall trees can have nest-
ing boxes installed to make trees a
ready-made nesting place.

Applying natural mulches around
your garden will help birds find ma-
terials to build the nests.

GRAEME TYRRELL Bird lovers paradise, a
garden for the birds

BEAUTIFUL:
Everyone loves to
see birds in their
garden.
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February jobs for the garden

TIDY UP: Make sure to
keep up with your
pruning in February.



IN the vein of the clean eating
health food trend that involves
going back to basics and con-
suming raw, unprocessed food,
some dog owners are rejecting
traditional pet food and going
back to a more old-school
‘butcher’s dog’ diet consisting
of raw meat. 

This food is still often bought
pre-prepared so it can be easily
served and frozen for conve-
nience.

However, a recent study has
suggested these raw meat prod-
ucts could contain bacterial and
parasitic diseases, which are not
necessarily a problem for dogs -
although they can suffer from
food poisoning - but they can
become carriers of the bacteria. 

This can then be spread
through their faeces, which
could then make their owners
seriously ill.   

Storing the meat at -20°C
could help to kill the bacteria
and handling the food sensibly
should help minimise the risks. 

Always make sure to wash
your hands with hot water and
soap after handling the dog

food and picking up your pet’s
faeces.

You should also keep your

cutlery and bowls separate from
your dogs and try to keep him
out of the kitchen if possible. 

Dangers of a
‘butcher’s dog’ diet

WILD: Golden Retriever eats a raw chicken.

PETS PAGE
www.euroweeklynews.com
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OVER the past 60 years I have seen
many changes, some excellent but
many not suitable. I frown upon the
harness as I do not know anyone that
can train a dog in a harness which was
designed for tracking, rescue and for
the blind and disabled.

Those that use the flexi cord should
be aware they were designed for people
who live in apartments to enable dogs
to be taken down to the garden to re-
lieve themselves.

Those that use them in the streets are
not aware of the danger these can cause
since there is no control when they are
extended and again this is not a suitable
tool for training. I have known many
people to trip and indeed get hurt.

The standards of training have cer-
tainly diminished. Most ‘trainers’ have
been to a training school themselves for
four to six months, then give them-
selves a title ‘ I am a dog trainer’.

Some join American organisations
on the internet which give out certifi-

cates without putting the person
through a test to see how they handle
dogs. Note I use the word ‘dogs’, every
type of dog is different to handle and so
much depends on the breeders and pup-

py school teachers, best to look before
you book!

All good schools will spend at least
half the time explaining to owners
many aspects of the dog including,

most importantly, feeding the correct
type of dried food, as food affects be-
haviour and many skin problems. To-
day one does not need to march around
in circles as owners need information

and help on feeding, grooming and
their general attitude towards their pet. 

Dogs must be respected by children
who in turn need educating and taught
that this is not a furry baby or toy, it is a
canine live creature.

Young married couples must think
hard before taking on a dog as one must
think of their lifestyle including a future
family, since everything changes once
the lady gets pregnant. Dogs do get
jealous and a good trainer will explain
about dangers etc. Many of you reading
this article may not realise that I never
trained a dog! (I educated people.)

Never forget children need to be
taught to respect animals. It is always a
good idea to allow them to feed the dog
and explain we never touch the dog or
bowl when the dog is eating.

Before training a dog one must do re-
search and understand how much work,
cost and time is needed, plus the most
important fact that dogs should never
be allowed to be on their own for more
than two hours.                              

Training day is vital David 
THE Dogman

columnists@ewnmediagroup.com

GOOD JOB: These dogs know how to behave.

THE online network HouseSitMatch offers
home and pet owners a safe way to connect
with checked house-sitters online, to make
arrangements for someone to care for homes
and property in their absence. 

How this benefits you
By registering on our HouseSitMatch net-

work it means you can get to know people
who would like to visit your area of Spain and
would house-sit for free in exchange for free
accommodation. It is an exchange of services.
A barter if you like in old fashioned terms.
Registered members of the network help each
other. It saves both members a lot of money,
no hotel fees for the house-sitter, and no pet or
paid sitter fees for the owner.

Use the discount coupon code PERFECT20
when you register online to get the 20 per cent
off any registration plan. 

What do you need to do?
- If you have pets and need house-sitters -

Register on our site as a ‘homeowner’ and pro-
vide photos and general information about
your location and your assignment. If you reg-
ister as a Premium Homeowner for £79 per
year we help you at every step.

- If you have experience with home and pet
care and want to house-sit in Spain or abroad -
Register as a ‘house-sitter,’ build a profile with

photos and describe how you think you can
help homeowners with pets. Choose a Premi-
um plan for £79 per year and you can build a
large profile with more prominence online. 

Client testimonial - 
This company have been excellent from

start to finish in finding a house-sitter for us in
Andalucia. They have checked up at all stages
and also after the event. This gives us confi-
dence in using the system.

~ Nina JP, Gibraltar ~ Home & Pet owner
(See more reviews in Trustpilot)

Do you need a house or petsitter? Get in touch. House-sitting can be a win-win for both parties,
free house and petsitting, and the experienced and checked sitters get free accommodation! Reg-

ister as either housesitter or homeowner now with a 20% off introductory offer using coupon
code PERFECT20.  To find a house pet-sitter go to www.HousesitMatch.com

To find a house or pet-sitter go to www.HouseSitMatch.com
call Lamia on 00 44 (0) 777 214 2742 or email admin@housesitmatch.com

House or pet-sitters required?

Find Housesitters with
HouseSitMatch.



COLLECTOR buys watch-
es, pocket watches & coins
any kind. 651 187 549
(258449) 

GENERAL CONSTRUC-
TION, Electrics, Plumbing,
Decorating. Very Competi-
tive Prices. 663 554 589
(256465)

BUY RECORDS , record
players & radios. 651 187
549 (258449)

OCIMAX Palma Aficine
Black Panther
16’45 (Everyday)
12’05 (Afternoon Saturday
and Sunday)
Fifty Shades Freed
22’30h (Everyday)
00’25(Night Friday and
Saturday)
RÍVOLI Aficine
The Shape of Water
18’05 - 20’25 (Everyday)
OCIMAX Maó Aficine
All the Money in the
World
20’30h (Monday 26/02) 

SOOTY & SWEEP, Chim-
neys / Wood Burning
Stoves, installed and
swept. Tel 971 231 623 /
629 547 685 (258722)

LEARN TO DRIVE IN
MALLORCA. Scottish Dri-
ving Instructor now quali-
fied to teach in Mallorca.
Classes in English or Span-
ish. Obtain your Spanish li-
cence easier or have re-
fresher lessons and get
behind that wheel. Inter-
ested! Call 648 133 929
(251187)

GET YOUR business no-
ticed online! Make sure
that expats in Spain can
find your product, service,
restaurant, bar or shop.
Contact Spain’s newest
and brightest online direc-
tory TODAY. Call 951 386
161 or email mark.w@
euroweeklynews.com for
more details.

ANTIQUES

BUILDING SERVICES

BUY & SELL CINEMA

CHIMNEY SWEEP

DRIVING LESSONS

HEALTH & BEAUTY

INTERNET

INSURANCEADMINISTRATION SERVICES

www.euroweeklynews.com
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WE ARE currently the
market leader in our coun-
try in the sale of direct car,
motorbike, home and com-
pany fleet insurance. Since
we started out in 1995, our
philosophy has always
been to offer an excellent
service with the best prices
in the market. For the
most competitive quotes in
English, call Linea Directa
on 902 123 309. (200726)

WE BUY any car or mo-
torhome, any condition.
Cash waiting. 651 187 549
(258449)

FREE FOR YOU FREE.
MOBILE PHONE SIM CARD
CALLS TO THE UK FOR
ONLY 1 CENT PER MINUTE
FREE CREDIT WORTH 12
EUROS.FREE MOBILE
PHONE CALLS. CALL NOW
TO FIND OUT HOW.
TEL 902 887 091
WWW.TELITEC.COM (0)

WE CLEAR building rub-
ble, garden waste, old fur-
niture etc. Fast reliable ser-
vice. Tel 971 231 623 / 629
547 685 (259044)

WRITER required for Mal-
lorca. Applications by email
with full CV should be sent
to recruitment@euroweek
lynews.com

FIELD SALES and TELE-
SALES positions available.
Must have own transport,
English and Spanish pre-
ferred, but not essential,
must have local knowledge
of the area and be smart
and presentable. Applica-
tions by email with full CV
should be sent to recruit
ment@euroweeklynews.com

FED UP PAYING TOO
MUCH FOR YOUR MOBILE
PHONE CALLS? THEN
CONTACT TELITEC TODAY.
CALLS TO SPAIN 7C PER
MINUTE INCLUDING MO-
BILES. CALLS TO UK 5.3C
PER MINUTE. NO MONTH-
LY FEES, NO CONTRACT.
WWW.TELITEC.COM TEL:
902 889 070 (0)

READERS OF A SENSI-
TIVE DISPOSITION
MAY FIND SOME OF
THE ADVERTISEMENTS
IN THIS SECTION OF-
FENSIVE.

BIZARRE DREAMS and
FETISH FANTASIES Tel 670
210 581 (243343)

NICE AND SEXY GER-
MAN GIRL MAKES YOUR
DREAMS COME TRUE 661
016 936 (243343)

MOTORS WANTED

PROFESSIONAL SERV.

PROPERTY SERVICES

REMOVALS & STORAGE

SITUATIONS VACANT

TELECOMS

VAN HIRE

XXX RELAXATION

4322 - 28 February 2018 www.euroweeklynews.com EWNCLASSIFIEDS

XXX RELAXATION

XXX

SITUATIONS VACANT

MOTORING SITUATIONS VACANT
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SCHADENFREUDE is a German
word meaning the gaining of plea-
sure at someone’s bad fortune and
there may be one or two people
around the world who are revelling
at the fall of Italian Flavio Bria-
tore, the former manager of the
Benetton and Renault F1 racing
teams.

He had risen from being a
restaurant manager and insurance

salesman to become a highly suc-
cessful businessman although he
was found guilty of several acts of
fraud in the 1980’s but escaped im-
prisonment thanks to a general
amnesty.

His latest problem however in-
volves his 63-metre Superyacht
Force Blue and the thorny and age
old problem of non-payment of
vat.

In this case, it was alleged (and
later proven) that the Cayman Is-
lands registered vessel was actual-
ly operating in Italian waters from
July 2006 to the spring of 2010
and should therefore have paid
€3.6 million for unpaid VAT.

There was a further charge of
improperly declaring the yacht’s
fuel exempt from VAT, thereby
saving a further €800,000 in duty.

The yacht was seized and sits in
the port of Genoa whilst appeal fol-
lows appeal and currently Briatore
had his initial sentence of 23
months imprisonment reduced to 18
months whilst the yacht’s captain
and an administrator of Autumn
Sailing Ltd, the offshore company
that owns the yacht, also received
18-month sentences although other
defendants had charges dropped.

It is expected that a further appeal
will be made against the sentence
received by all three men.

In the meantime, the former
chairman of Queens Park Rangers
football club and current manager of
Fernando Alonso who is the father
of one of supermodel Heidi Klum’s
children, will continue to fight his
corner but currently without access
to Force Blue.

Italian tycoon fights to avoid prison
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SOMETIMES people day-
dream and have ideas that
don’t quite work.

It’s possible that the
owner of this car imagined
that he or she was the proud
possessor of a Superyacht
and therefore had space to
garage a run around on
board.

It must have come as
something of a shock when
they woke up and realised
that their dream didn’t quite
match the reality of the situ-
ation.

Trying to
get a

quart into
a pint pot

OOPS: There really isn’t
room on board.
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AS the six yachts still tak-
ing  par t  in  Leg  6  of  the
Volvo Ocean Race to Auck-
land New Zealand, head in-
to  the  doldrums there  i s
still just 100 nautical miles
between them.

The  whole  leadersh ip ,
however, has turned around
and Spanish boat MAPFRE
is now last whilst Turn the
t ide  on  p las t ic  took  over
the leadership from Scally-
wag.

Positioning, whilst in the
doldrums, is of prime im-
portance and the speed of
the  var ious  compet i tors
ranges  f rom f ive  to  10
knots but with nearly 1,500

miles still to cover, it could
be anybody’s race to win.

Af te r  a l l  th i s  t ime,  the
back  markers  a re  wi th in
metres  of  each  o ther  and
Carol i jn  Brouwer,  f rom
Dongfeng Race  Team in
f if th  place posted a  com-
ment ‘One would think we
were  a t tached  by  a
bungee,’ captioning a photo
tha t  showed MAPFRE
nearly within high-five dis-
tance.

This is the longest com-
peti t ive sporting event in
the  wor ld  which  covers
45 ,000  mi les  and  takes
boats and crews across four
oceans and six continents.

FORCE BLUE: Moored in Monaco in happier days.

Time has slowed as the winds drop

INTRODUCED last year is a
very simple but highly efficient
unit intended to remove unpleas-
ant odours from luxury yachts.

For some crews, it is a chal-
lenge to ensure that when the
owner comes on board there are
no nasty nasal surprises which
could be the result of paint, per-
fume, tobacco or simply because

the vessel has been laid up for a
while.

A British company, Cathelco
has developed the unimagina-
tively named OdourFree 3000, a
light and portable unit which
produces ozone in order to per-
manently remove bad smells.

Measuring 220mm and
weighing just one kilogramme,

it uses very small levels of pow-
er in order to combat smells in
quite large areas.

Once you have used the unit a
few times, you will be able to
estimate the length of time it
needs to be left on and the man-
ufacturers are hoping this will
become a must have product for
every large yacht. 

A clever gadget to remove nasty smells.

CLOSE COMPETITION: Almost close enough to touch.



OPEL has announced that the
next generation of the
Opel/Vauxhall Corsa will be
exclusively produced at the
company’s Zaragoza plant as of
2019.

The company has also an-
nounced that the electric ver-
sion of the bestselling sub-com-
pact car will roll off the
Zaragoza production line by
2020, meaning that the Spanish
plant will be the first Groupe
PSA plant to produce a fully
electric Opel/Vauxhall model in
Europe.

Opel Chief Executive,
Michael Lohscheller, said:
“This is an important step for-
ward for the Zaragoza plant and
marks the beginning of a new
era.”

The news comes after a so-
cial framework agreement was
signed between Opel and the
workers unions at the end of
January. 

The deal will not only enable

the plant to significantly in-
crease its competitiveness, but
will also allow further future in-
vestments into the site

Lohscheller continued: “This
result is significant and shows
the mutual trust and confidence
of all involved stakeholders. 

“Zaragoza will continue to
play an important role in the in-
dustrial footprint of Groupe
PSA.”

The Corsa will be one of four
electrified models in the
Opel/Vauxhall portfolio by

2020 and according to the com-
pany’s strategic plan ‘PACE!’,
all European Opel/Vauxhall
passenger car models will have
an electrified version by 2024.

The Zaragoza plant started
building the Opel Corsa in
1982 and since then almost 13
million cars have been built at
the plant, more than 10 million
of which are Corsas.

Vehicles also being built at
the plant include the Opel Mok-
ka X, the Opel Crossland X and
the Citroën C3 Aircross.
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MOTORING FACT “ Hypothetically speaking, it would take less than six months to get to the moon by car if you were travelling at an
average speed of 95km/h.

FC BARCELONA’S play-
ers have all picked out
brand new Audis thanks to a
deal with the German car gi-
ants.

The deal with Audi sees
Barcelona’s squad able to
select any top-of-the-range
model they want each year
for their daily car, available
with every extra possible. 

The pick of this year ’s
choices saw Lionel Messi,
Luis Suarez and Gerard
Pique decide on more fami-
ly orientated RS6 Avants,
worth roughly €146,000
each, while January sign-
ings Philippe Coutinho and

Yerry Mina both opted for
an Audi Q7 TDI, valued at
approximately €73,000.

On the deal, Audi’s Chris-
tian Guenthner told British
media: “The Barca players
are expected to use their car
to get to and from training.”

B-AUDI-lona

A LIMITED edition Aston Martin, owned by
James Bond actor Daniel Craig, is expected to
sell for more than €450,000 when it is put up
for sale.

Craig’s very own customised Vanquish is
being put under the hammer to raise money for
his youth project.

The 2014 model, aptly numbered 007, can
reach speeds of up to 320 kmph and has a spec
chosen specifically by the Hollywood A-lister.

It features left-hand drive with a denim and
dark interior, and deep blue, leather, hand-
stitched seats based on Craig’s personal
choice.

On his decision to let the car go, Craig told
British media: “This Aston Martin Vanquish is
a tour de force of automobile engineering and
a distinct pleasure to drive. 

“While I will miss it, I am keen to further
the very important work of The Opportunity
Network with its sale.”

The car was personally designed by Marek
Reichman, Aston Martin’s Chief Creative Offi-
cer, who was also responsible for the DB10 in
Spectre.

It is capable of doing 0 - 100 kmph in

roughly four seconds and reach 320 kmph
thanks to its 5.9 litre V12 engine.

The famous Aston will officially head to
auction on April 20 in Christie’s, The Excep-
tional Sale.

Along with purchasing the car, the winning
bidder will also be offered a behind-the-scenes
tour of the Aston Martin headquarters in Gay-
don, Warwickshire, England.

Becky MacGuire, director of The Excep-
tional Sale, told British media: “We are thrilled
at the chance to support Daniel Craig’s gen-
erosity to The Opportunity Network with the
offer of this unique and gorgeous sports car.

“With its pristine condition, luxury materi-
als, exceptional craftsmanship and impeccable
provenance, the Aston Martin fits perfectly in-
to Christie’s masterpiece sale.”

Auctioneers have estimated that the car will
fetch between €320,000 and €480,000, with
all proceeds going to The Opportunity Net-
work. 

The Opportunity Network, which Craig is an
avid supporter of, is a non-profit organisation
that aims to help young people into higher ed-
ucation and support career development.

Bond bombshell!
Limited edition Aston up for sale

BEAUTIFUL: The limited edition Aston, owned by Daniel Craig (inset). 
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Spanish superiority

STEP FORWARD: Opel CEO Michael Lohscheller, Plant
Manager Zaragoza Antonio Cobo and Jonathan Akeroyd,
Director Sales, Marketing & Aftersales Opel Iberian Cluster.
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MANCHESTER UNITED welcome Chelsea to Old Traf-
ford as the Premier League returns this weekend in what
could be a huge game in the quest for automatic Champions
League places. 

The Red Devils were all at sea during their last fixture
against Newcastle, as Matt Richie’s goal was enough to se-
cure a memorable win over Mourinho’s men.

They host a Chelsea side on Sunday, who returned to
winning ways with a 3-0 win against West Brom, following
a string of bad results to ease the pressure on boss Antonio
Conte and could climb up the table with a win. 

If Manchester United were to lose by several goals, they
could drop down as low as fourth in the Premier League
table by the end of the day.

That is provided that Liver-
pool, who thrashed Porto 5-0 in
their Champions League match

last Tuesday, beat West Ham at An-
field. 

The Hammers have found a bit of form
in recent times, registering a 2-0 win against
Watford in their last game, but it is hard to see

anyone stopping in-form front three Mo-
hammed Salah, Sadio Mane and Roberto

Firmino at the moment.
At the other end of the table, West

Bromwich Albion host Huddersfield Town in a tie that
could be vital for both team’s seasons 

Premier League new boys Huddersfield currently sit just
a point above the relegation zone and a win could give them
some breathing space between them and the bottom three,
while a loss for West Brom may all but seal their drop to the
Championship.

Fellow strugglers Swansea seemed to have turned a cor-
ner since bringing former Sheffield Wednesday boss Carlos
Carvahal into the frame, with big wins against Arsenal and
Liverpool followed up by a 1-0 victory against Burnley

They travel to Brighton and Hove Albion on Saturday,
who themselves will be buoyed by the result in their last
Premier League fixture, a big 4-1 win over Bournemouth.

In the weekend’s other fixtures Leicester host Stoke,
Newcastle travel to Bournemouth, Burnley are at home to
Southampton, Watford take on Everton and Tottenham trav-
el to Crystal Palace on Monday. 

Full weekend fixtures
Saturday
Leicester vs Stoke City
Bournemouth vs Newcastle United  
Brighton and Hove Albion vs Swansea 
Burnley vs Southampton
Liverpool vs West Ham United 
West Bromwich Albion vs Huddersfield Town
Watford vs Everton
Sunday
Crystal Palace vs Tottenham Hotspur
Manchester United vs Chelsea

United host Chelsea in top four clash

MALAGA’S relegation to the Segun-
da division could be all but confirmed
by next week as they face a tough La
Liga double header in the space of
three days.  

Los Boquerones were much the bet-
ter side in their last match against Va-
lencia, and led for a large period of the
game thanks to Brown Ideye’s first
goal since joining on loan in January. 

But a late collapse saw them con-
cede two goals in the final 10 minutes
and lose Ignasi Miquel to suspension
after picking up a red card, as they fell
to yet another loss.

They first face a Bilbao side on Sat-
urday that is desperate for a win them-
selves, having picked up just three
points from a possible 15 in their last
five La Liga games.

Following the trip to Bilbao, they
host Sevilla at home in what will be
considered as a must win game if the
side have any hope of surviving the
drop to Segunda B.

Elsewhere, Atletico Madrid will
look to cement their position in second
but face a difficult match as they travel
to Sevilla on Sunday. 

Madrid closed the gap on Barcelona

last weekend as they swept aside Ath-
letic Bilbao 2-0 thanks to goals from
Kevin Gameiro and Diego Costa. 

Following the Sevilla match, Greiz-
mann and co host Leganes at the Wan-
da Metropolitano and will be confident
of a win.

Barcelona will continue their push
towards the title and look to keep up
their unbeaten record as they host
Leganes at the Camp Nou.

The Catalan giants sit seven points
clear of Atletico at the top of La Liga
following their 2-0 win over Eibar last
weekend and are still yet to lose in the
league this season (W19 D5).

Valencia remain locked in a battle
with Real Madrid for third place and
will be confident of grabbing all six
points from their La Liga double head-
er as they first host Real Sociedad on
Sunday before heading to Athletic Bil-
bao next Wednesday. 

Madrid will also be hopeful of get-
ting all six points but may suffer from
fatigue as their schedule begins to hot
up.

After travelling to Leganes yester-
day (Wednesday) Real Madrid host
Alaves on Saturday before playing
their third game in six days against Es-
panyol on Tuesday. 

Villarreal remain in the driving seat
for Europa League qualification and
will hope to get back to winning ways
after last week’s 1-1 draw with Es-
panyol as they first host Getafe before
travelling to Eibar, who are also in the
hunt for a Europa League spot, on
Wednesday.

Full week’s fixture list
Tomorrow (Friday) 
Deportivo La Coruña vs Espanyol
Saturday
Celta Vigo vs Eibar
Real Madrid vs Alaves
Leganes vs Las Palmas
Barcelona vs Girona
Sunday
Villarreal vs Getafe
Athletic Bilbao vs Malaga
Valencia vs Real Sociedad
Sevilla vs Atletico Madrid
Monday, February 26
Levante vs Real Betis
Tuesday, February 27
Espanyol vs Real Madrid
Girona vs Celta Vigo
Wednesday, February 28
Athletic Bilbao vs Valencia
Getafe vs Deportivo La Coruña
Malaga vs Sevilla
Atletico Madrid vs Leganes
Eibar vs Villarreal

Malaga on the brink

TEAM Pl W D L F A Pts

1 • M. City 27 23 3 1 79 20 72

2 • M. United 27 17 5 5 51 19 56

3 • Liverpool 27 15 9 3 61 31 54

4 • Chelsea 27 16 5 6 49 23 53

5 • Tottenham H. 27 15 7 5 52 24 52

6 • Arsenal 27 13 6 8 51 36 45

7 • Burnley 27 9 9 9 21 24 36

8 • Leicester City 27 9 8 10 39 40 35

9 • Everton 27 9 7 11 32 46 34

10 • Bournemouth 27 8 7 12 31 41 31

11 • Watford 27 8 6 13 37 47 30

12 • West Ham Utd. 27 7 9 11 34 46 30

13 • Newcastle United 27 7 7 13 25 36 28

14 • Brighton 27 6 10 11 22 36 28

15 • Crystal Palace 27 6 9 12 25 42 27

16 • Swansea City 27 7 6 14 20 37 27

17 • Huddersfield Town 27 7 6 14 23 47 27

18 • Southampton 27 5 11 11 28 40 26

19 • Stoke City 27 6 7 14 27 53 25

20 • West Bromwich 27 3 11 13 21 40 20

PREMIER LEAGUE 2017/18 TABLE

Champions L. Europa L. Relegation

TEAM PJ PG PE PP GF GC PT

1 • Barcelona 24 19 5 0 62 11 62

2 • Atlético 24 16 7 1 36 9 55

3 • Valencia 24 14 4 6 47 28 46

4 • Real Madrid 23 13 6 4 55 26 45

5 • Sevilla 24 12 3 9 31 35 39

6 • Villarreal 24 11 5 8 35 29 38

7 • Eibar 24 10 5 9 32 36 35

8 • Girona 24 9 7 8 34 30 34

9 • Getafe 24 8 9 7 29 21 33

10 • Betis 24 10 3 11 41 50 33

11 • Celta 24 9 5 10 41 37 32

12 • R. Sociedad 24 8 5 11 46 45 29

13 • Leganés 23 8 5 10 20 25 29

14 • Athletic 24 6 10 8 24 27 28

15 • Alavés 24 9 1 14 22 33 28

16 • Espanyol 24 6 9 9 22 32 27

17 • Levante 24 3 11 10 21 38 20

18 • Las Palmas 24 5 3 16 18 52 18

19 • Deportivo 24 4 5 15 24 53 17

20 • Málaga 24 3 4 17 15 38 13

SPANISH LA LIGA 2017/18 TABLE

La Liga Preview 

Premier League preview
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STRUGGGLING:
Malaga are yet to
win under Jose
Gonzalez.

by Ben Park

RESULT: Alvaro Morata scored
the only goal of the game the
last time the two sides met.





SPAIN took a huge leap to-
wards qualifying for the 2019
Rugby World Cup after beat-
ing top-of-the-table rivals Ro-
mania 22-10 in Madrid. 

Los Leones haven’t quali-
fied for a World Cup tourna-
ment since 1999, but moved
top of the table after overpow-
ering the Oaks at a packed Es-
tadio Nacional Complutense in
Madrid.   

Early tries from Benat
Auzqui and Sebastien Ascarat
eased the pressure on the hosts,
as Brad Linklater also kicked

four successful penalties in
front of almost 16,000 fans.

Spain now sit one point
clear of Romania on 21 points
at the top of the group follow-
ing the victory and two wins
from their remaining fixtures
against Germany and Belgium
in March will guarantee
Spain’s place at the World
Cup.

The winner of the group will

qualify outright for the Tokyo
World Cup next year and will
go into Group A alongside Ire-
land, Scotland and Japan as
well as the winner of a play-
off.

Los Leones host Germany
in their next group game on
March 11, before heading to
Brussels to face Belgium in
their final group game on
March 18.

One step closer
Spain edge nearer to Rugby World Cup

Cr
ed

it:
 F

ed
er

ac
io

n 
Es

pa
ño

la
 d

e 
Ru

gb
y

BATTLE: Spain fought hard for their victory
against Romania.

RAFAEL NADAL has con-
gratulated Roger Federer after
the Swiss superstar overtook
him to become ATP World
Number One.

The 36-year-old claimed his
third Rotterdam Open ATP tro-
phy as he beat Grigor Dim-
itrov, but climbed back to the
top of the rankings by beating
Robin Haase at the quarter-fi-
nal stage. 

In doing so, Federer became
the oldest man ever to become
World Number One, surpass-
ing Andre Agassi’s previous
record of 33, and also beats the
overall record set by 35-year-
old Serena Williams in May
2017.

The Swiss star also claims
the men’s record for biggest
gap between spells as World
Number One. He was last at
the top of the world rankings
in November 2012 and re-

claimed the title five years and
106 days later.

Since returning from injury
13 months ago, Federer has
won three out of the five
Grand Slams available and
former World Number One
Nadal has now congratulated
his long-time rival on his re-
turn to the top.

Speaking to Spanish radio,
Nadal said: “Roger Federer
has amply demonstrated what
he is and did not need to return
to No 1 to prove it. At his age
he has achieved something
very complicated and we must
congratulate him.”

While Nadal was full of
praise for Federer, he admitted
that the time may be com-

ing where their rivalry will no
longer grace the tennis court,
but plans to continue for as
long as possible 

“Federer and I do what we
can and there will come a day
that we won’t be able to,”
Nadal continued.

“In the meantime, we’ll
give the most
and see how
long it lasts.”

Knocked off his perch

48 MallorcaEWN SPORTTO READ MORE
M a l l o r c a ’ s  b e s t  g u i d e  t o  l o c a l  s p o r t www.euroweeklynews.com

22 - 28 February 2018

Federer overtakes Nadal as World No 1 

GRACIOUS: Nadal has
praised Federer after he

reclaimed the World
Number One title.
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AFTER going 160 games without a goal for Arsenal, January signing Francis Coquelin opened his
goal-scoring account for Valencia at the weekend. Coquelin scored the equaliser in Valencia’s
2-1 victory over Malaga. 
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