
TWO woman accused of
sexually exploiting a
young Nigerian in
Roquetas de Mar face
six-and-a-half year jail
terms.

The victim had been
‘brainwashed’ by voodoo
magic in her native Nige-
ria before being brought
to Spain and forced to
prostitute herself to pay
off a €25,000 ‘debt’ for
her transport to Spain af-
ter she had been
promised a better life.

One of the suspects
contacted the victim via
an unidentified third par-
ties and offered to pay
her travel costs to Mo-
rocco, according to a
court statement.

After the young
woman agreed and ar-
rived in the North
African country she was
left to beg for almost a
year before fleeing to
Libya and ending up in a
refugee camp in Sicily.

Once there, she was
again contacted by the
accused, who told her to
come to Almeria, where
she was informed of her
financial obligation on
arrival.

A BRITISH expatriate has spo-
ken to Euro Weekly News about
a horse who is back on his feet
after allegedly being left for
dead around eight years ago.

Elaine Jordan said she had
now taken Oscar in Oria where
he has begun a new life as a
“cherished” and “loved” riding
horse.

She added she had only
come to know the horse as he
neared the end of his recovery.
She heard about his previous
suffering from workers at the
Rancho Luz del Sol in Partaloa
near Albox.

“Erika and Ja went to see
the horse when he was first
found and couldn’t believe he

was still alive.”
“They arranged some build-

ing straps and lifted the horse
onto its feet, only to find he was
unable to stand. 

“Whilst trying to lift him he
ended up with further injuries

to his ribs but they managed to
arrange support and he was
drip fed for six weeks,” Jordan
said.

She added the local vet of-
fered his support, with Oscar
being drip fed and then gradual-

ly starting to improve and Erika
and Ja received donations to
help with medical costs.

“During the last few years
Oscar’s health continued to im-
prove and he has been broken
to ride,” she said.
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Sex
abuse rap

THE parents of a child injured after be-
ing sucked into the suction vent of a
pool in Roquetas de Mar have spoken to
Spanish media about the accident.

The mother and father of Jose Manuel
said he was currently receiving psycho-
logical help following the incident and
that he constantly has nightmares of dy-
ing in it.

“It was agonising. He began to turn
white and I did not know if the tube
would suck him in completely,” said the
boy’s father. 

The man reportedly spent more than
10 minutes trying to rescue his son who

was pulled out after the vent’s engines
were switched off. The boy was then
taken to Torrecardenas Hospital for
treatment.

The father added the vent had no safe-
ty grid and said his son was “about to
die.”

Doctors treating the child said if he
had been younger he likely would not
have survived the accident.

The boy’s parents said they hoped to
prevent similar incidents from happen-
ing by going public. They added they
hoped he would recover soon and be
able to return to a normal life.

Mario Park’s management said in a
statement its facilities met all safety
standards and that the incident had taken
place due to the vent’s protective grid
being removed for repairs. 

“We work hard to ensure the safety of
our users,” the park said.

Pool 
horror

By Joe Gerrard

Horse on course
EXCLUSIVE

FIGHTING FIT: Oscar
now lives in with
Elaine Jordan in Oria.
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AN Irish getaway driver jailed
for 22 years over his role in a
gangland hit will serve time in
one of Spain’s most notorious
prisons.

James Quinn, 35, received
the sentence after being found
guilty of taking part in the mur-
der of 34-year-old drug lord
Gary Hutch at a gated commu-
nity in Miraflores, near Fuen-
girola on the Costa del Sol.

And after 22 months in isola-
tion at Alhaurin de la Torre
prison he has now been trans-
ferred to the infamous Botafue-
gos lock-up in Algeciras, Cadiz.

The facility houses some of
the country’s most dangerous
prisoners and has been de-
scribed as ‘dangerously over-
crowded,’ with more than 1,800
inmates occupying 1,072 cells
and workers’ unions warning of
staff shortages.

It comes after state prosecu-
tors demanded a 25-year prison
term for the killing plus three
years for an illegal weapons rap.

But judge Ernesto Carlos
Manzano ruled in a 15-page
document he will instead serve
20 years for the September
2015 execution since he was not
the assassin and previously had

a clean record in Spain. 
The father-of-one was initial-

ly accused of donning a balacla-
va and lying in wait for more
than two hours before shooting
the victim 15 times during a
chase around a swimming pool,
including twice in the head at
point-blank range.

The jury forewoman said that
while they were unable to con-

clude Quinn was the shooter, a
baseball cap with his DNA on it
found in a BMW X3 stolen
from Mijas and later found
torched near Marbella proved
him to be a ‘necessary partici-
pant’ in the murder.

And the nine-person jury
ruled unanimously that he took
part in the brutal attack after
Jose Barba, prosecuting, offered
a last-minute ‘option B’ indict-
ment that he could have acted as
a lookout and getaway driver.

In his ruling the judge said
Quinn must cover the court
costs and pay the victim’s rela-
tives €90,000 in compensation,
describing the murder as “exe-
crable.”

He added: “Other circum-
stances need to be taken into ac-
count in terms of the crime and
the man convicted of it such as
the fact he had no previous con-
victions in Spain and he has not
been convicted as the direct ma-

terial author of the crime.”
Defence lawyer Pedro

Apalategui is expected to appeal
the sentence after he earlier
said: “We completely disagree
with the verdict and will defi-
nitely be appealing once we
know the sentence.”

Quinn was arrested in Sep-
tember 2016 when his DNA
was found on one of two caps
recovered from the burnt out car
after undercover detectives
snatched a bottle of water he
drank from on a high-speed
train while he was under sur-
veillance.

He had earlier in the trial bro-
ken a two-year silence to insist
that he was lying hung-over in
bed with a prostitute when the
assassination took place.

The brutal hit on September
24, 2015 triggered a feud be-
tween rival crime families that
has claimed at least 15 lives in
Ireland and Spain.

By Matt FordNEWS EXTRA
Made in
America
AMERICAN expatriates in
Spain are gearing up to cele-
brate Independence Day next
Wednesday, with red, white
and blue-themed barbecues be-
ing organised up and down the
country. Check out www.asso
ciationofamericanclubs.com.

Highgration
THE arrival of 532,483 im-
migrants saw the Spanish
population rise by more than
130,000 to exceed 46,650,000
in 2017, according to the Na-
tional Statistics Institute,
with the number of foreign
arrivals highest since 2008.

On the merk
NEW Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez met with Ger-
man Chancellor Angela
Merkel in his first bilateral
meeting since taking over from
Mariano Rajoy, reportedly dis-
cussing the Mediterranean mi-
grant crisis and Cataluña.

22 years for hit 

‘DANGEROUSLY
OVERCROWDED’: James
Quinn has been sent to
Botafuegos prison in
Algeciras.

Irishman sent to infamous prison
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Migrants
rescued
THE Maritime Rescue service
rescued a total of 236 people on
Monday from five boats near the
island of Alboran. The sub-Saha-
ran migrants included 33 women
and four minors. On arriving to
Almeria and Motril they received
medical attention from the Red
Cross, with reports that all are in
good health. 

Man killed
A 40-YEAR-OLD cyclist has
died after being struck whilst rid-
ing his bicycle. Emergency Ser-
vices received a call that an in-
jured cyclist had been found on
the AL-9006 road, about two
kilometres from the town of
Almerimar in the direction of San
Agustín. The cyclist was declared
dead at the scene by the police
and ambulance services.

Set on fire
THE trial began on Tuesday in
the Provincial Court of Almeria
of a 40-year-old man accused of
setting his partner on fire in an at-
tempt to kill her. The prosecution
is asking for 22 years in prison
for the man, known as CC, who
carried out the alleged attack in
their house in Almeria City. 

Back stabber
THE Provincial Prosecutor’s Of-
fice of Almeria has requested a
nine-year prison sentence for a
man accused of attempted murder
after allegedly stabbing another
in the back ‘without warning.’
The accused, known as EACA,
attacked the victim in May 2016
whist he was lifting suitcases into
his car.

Fruit & veg
TWO residents of El Ejido and
two others from Nijar were de-
tained on the A-7 motorway by
the Guardia Civil for allegedly
transporting stolen fruit and veg-
etables. The police witnessed the
drivers of the two vans acting
suspiciously and on questioning
them found that the vans con-
tained a large quantity of stolen
produce.

Care accord
THE mayor of Adra,  Manuel
Cortés, has signed an agreement
with Clece for the provision of
Home Care Support and Com-
munity Social Services for the
next two years. The agreement
is worth around €2 million and
will benefit 260 people and gen-
erate around 80 jobs, of which
95 per cent will be occupied by
women.

NATIONAL POLICE officers
have arrested two men on interna-
tional arrest warrants, with one re-
portedly at large for almost 12
years.

A 29-year-old Romanian suspect
was found in Roquetas de Mar af-
ter a European Arrest Warrant was
issued from his home country. 

He was previously sentenced to
one year and six months in prison
on five counts of stealing wood
from a lumber yard between Janu-
ary and February 2010. The defen-

dant also repeatedly hit a victim
who required medical care for 55
days afterwards. 

A Bosnian suspect wanted in
connection with an attempted
break in at a petrol station in his
country in 2006 was found by po-
lice in El Alquian in Almeria City.
He allegedly fled the garage after a
worker found him.

Both detainees have been sent to
the Guardia Court of Almeria
which has in turn ordered their
transfer to Spain’s National Court.

Fugitives held

THE BIG PICTURE Nº 19

WATER DISGRACE: Much of the plastic, seen here on the Costa del Sol, washes into the sea before it is cleaned.

THE state of Spain’s beaches in the wake of the annual
Noche de San Juan celebrations has sparked outrage.

Green activist group Ecologists In Action spoke out
about the ‘environmental neglect’ in a stinging state-
ment, while Greenpeace called the situation a ‘disas-
ter.’

It comes after many local councils reported that
more plastic, glass and other rubbish was left behind
by revellers than during last year’s party.

Taking place on the weekend closest to Midsum-
mer’s Eve, the event sees hundreds of thousands of

Spaniards head to the beach, building hogueras, or
bonfires, and eating dancing and drinking before the
traditional midnight dip in the sea.

But the hordes tend to leave behind tonnes of rub-
bish, much of which washes into the water before
cleaning crews move in the next day.

And after this year’s fiesta, 40 tonnes of waste was
removed from sandy strips in Malaga City alone, with
15 tonnes in Marbella, 20 tonnes in Barcelona, 19
tonnes in Valencia, 18 tonnes in Elche and more than
12 tonnes in Palma de Mallorca.

Photo credit Benalmadena brilla/Facebook

The last straw

A MAN found guilty of kissing a
woman and touching her without
consent in El Ejido has been hand-
ed a two-year suspended prison
sentence by an Almeria City court.

The court heard the defendant
was discovered with the woman in
the doorway of a building in the
Las Norias  de Daza area of  the
town.  A passing woman heard the
victim crying for help and she was
later able to flee.

Prosecutors claimed the defen-

dant was in a ‘lascivious mood’
when he grabbed the woman by
the arm in April this year.

He touched her breasts, genitals
and kissed her without consent.
The victim was left with cuts to
her necks and a bruise on the left
side of her mouth.  

The defendant’s sentence has
been suspended for five years. He
has been fined a total of €290 and
banned from approaching the
woman.

Assault sentence
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AN 85-year-old doctor has become the first person
to stand trial in Spain’s decades-old ‘stolen babies’
scandal.

Gynaecologist Dr Eduardo Vela appeared in a
Madrid court over his alleged involvement in a
criminal network which is believed to have seen
hundreds of thousands of babies taken from their
mothers and sold under the regime of dictator Fran-
cisco Franco.

He worked at the Spanish capital’s San Ramon
clinic and is accused of separating Ines Madrigal,
49, from her birth mother in 1969.

She was given to a 46-year-old woman alongside
a forged birth certificate, and the doctor faces an 11-
year jail term for illegal detention, falsifying official
documents and certifying a non-existent birth.

Madrigal’s adopted parent told her the truth when
she turned 18, and the railway employee has since
become president of the SOS Stolen Babies Associ-
ation in Murcia.

Vela had tried to block the start of the hearing un-
til the last moment, citing ill health, but his appeal
was overturned by a doctor.

And when quizzed he replied “I don’t know, I
can’t remember,” apparently struggling to hear the
questions put to him.

He denied handing over the baby and said the

signature on the forged birth certificate was not his
despite previously admitting it was.

The practice of baby theft began after the Span-
ish Civil War ended in 1939 and continued until af-
ter the former leader’s death in 1975.

Children were taken from families considered to
be Republican - those who supported the govern-
ment overthrown by Franco’s Nationalists after a
military rebellion - and handed to others supporting
the fascists. Single or working class mothers, or
women with ‘degenerate’ political views were the
typical victims.

The trafficking remained largely out of the public
eye until two men, Antonio Barroso and Juan Luis
Moreno, revealed in 2011 how a priest from
Zaragoza sold them to their respective fathers.

They formed an association to help victims, who
they believes number up to 300,000. 

Madrigal had earlier said she does not expect the
trial to serve up the answers she has spent three
decades searching for, but hopes it will trigger the
reopening of thousands of closed cases.

In 2013 Maria Gomez Valbuena, an 87-year-old
nun who worked with Vela at the clinic, died just
before she was due to appear in court.

The verdict on the Vela trial is expected today
(Thursday).

Do you think England are going to win
the World Cup? 

Following the news that a Magaluf hotel installed a glass panel to
stop holidaymakers from falling off, should all hotels follow suit?

LAST WEEK’S POLL:

Air traffic strikes could spark chaos
with Spanish flights at risk5,591
Spain’s government to scrap toll road
fees5,173
Media blackout is what’s most worrying3,728

views

views

views

Eleven tonnes of jellyfish removed from
Costa del Sol beaches3,504

views

Stag do tragedy as Brit father-of-two
found dead3,504

views

www.euroweeklynews.com

154,232 Page views

EWN online
this week

*For week 18-25 June 2018

TOP

POLL OF THE WEEK

HOLIDAY THREAT: Airport control workers
are demanding improved conditions.

5
stories

‘Stolen babies’ case

Yes    69% No    31%

FIGHT FOR THE TRUTH: Ines Madrigal today, with her adoptive mother and
(inset) Dr Eduardo Vela.
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OFFICERS of the Guardia Civil of
Almeria have released two stranded
loggerhead turtles back into the sea,
wi th  the  he lp  o f  an ima l  cha r i ty
Equinac.

Equinac is responsible for helping
stranded sea turtles and crustaceans
in the province, and the organisation
was on board the ‘Cabo de Gata’ of
the Guardia Civil  to make sure the
process went smoothly.

As a token of thanks, Equinac pro-
duced a plaque to the captain of the
marit ime service in recognition of
the Guardia Civil’s continued good
work in protecting maritime species.

The loggerhead turtle is one of the
l a rges t  spec ie s  o f  t u r t l e  and  can
measure up to 1.2 metres long.

The  two  spec imens  in  ques t ion

have been named ‘Kika’ and ‘Mon-
ster ’ and the latter has been recov-
ered and re turned to  the  sea  three
times.

Major threats to turtles include the
dumping of a variety of plastics in
the sea,  nets ,  and other  man-made
litter.

Turt les  are  a lso included in  Ap-
pendix  1  of  CITES in  the  Spanish
na t iona l  ca t a logue  o f  vu lne rab le
species.

The Guardia Civil  has an impor-
tant role to play in nature protection
in the province, including the marine
environment.

They urge the public not to try and
help stranded turtles themselves, but
to contact the emergency services as
soon as possible.

Traumatised turtles wave goodbye

Now we want to hear your views.
YOUR PAPER - YOUR VOICE - YOUR OPINION

www.euroweeklynews.com

OUR VIEW

JUST a few days more than two years after the Brexit Referen-
dum vote was announced, the Queen has given royal assent to
the European Union (Withdrawal) Act.

Tory Brexiteers cheered as Speaker of the House John
Bercow announced the decision which also allows for EU law
to become UK law and which will allow the government to
‘dump’ any piece of EU legislation that it doesn’t want to keep.

If the Referendum split the United Kingdom in mainly geo-
graphical sections with much of the South, Northern Ireland
and Scotland (plus Gibraltar) wanting to remain in the Union,
it also saw a major split within the political parties and also be-
tween the Houses of Commons and Lords.

More than 100 hours of debate took place in Parliament and
the Lords endeavoured to make 15 changes to the legislation
but in the end Prime Minister May managed to ensure that her
minority government won the day without any significant de-
fections.

In the weeks leading up to the final decision to transfer the
12,000 EU laws into British Law there has been much external
debate about the financial wisdom of gaining ‘independence’
with both Airbus Industries and BMW indicating that they
would be likely to move production outside of the UK if they
are not convinced that the agreement with the EU will be bene-
ficial.

The border between Northern Ireland and Eire is still a ma-
jor bone of contention and should Britain make a ‘hard’ exit or
indeed be unable to agree terms with the EU, the future for
those of us living or in business in Spain must be unsure.

The die is cast
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MAKING A SPLASH: The turtles are
back where they belong.

A JUDGE overseeing the
ongoing probe into the
death of eight-year-old
Gabriel Cruz has lifted a
blackout on the details
from the prime suspect’s
police interview.

Ana Julia Quezada, who
confessed to killing the
boy but said it was acci-
dental, told police he be-
gan insulting her and
called her ‘ugly’ and
‘black,’ according to the
case summary.

She said she then acted
out of rage and covered his
hand with her mouth to
stop him from speaking
before he died and she hid
his body in a bid to cover
up the death.

An autopsy found the
eight-year-old died of suf-
focation. The case contin-
ues.

Gabriel
suspect

testimony
released

THREE trainee legionnaires have been injured, one of them seri-
ously, after the overturning of their truck in Olula del Rio.

One man had to be evacuated by helicopter to Torrecardenas
hospital, while the other two were transferred to the Hospital La
Inmaculada de Huercal-Overa. A medical team from Olula del Rio
attended the scene with an ambulance, where they found a military
vehicle on its side by the road.

Legionnaires in the wars

A 45-YEAR-OLD Gambian man faces an 11-year prison stretch for
trying to kill a police officer with an awl.

It came after the suspect had thrown a rock through the window
of an El Ejido restaurant and threatened the owner after injuring a
diner before fleeing the scene.

He was later traced by a National Police patrol, with two officers
noticing he was carrying the pointed tool as they approached.

He suddenly rushed at one of them, repeatedly stabbing one with
the weapon, which pierced his bulletproof vest near his heart.

Both officers suffered minor injuries before cuffing the attacker.

Police attack trial



28 June - 4 July 2018EWN6 www.euroweeklynews.com CELEB

IBIZA WEEKENDER hunk Callum Izzard has alleged-
ly been mugged at knife point while out partying.

The 23-year-old reality star was held up as he walked
back to his hotel, with the thieves making off with his
passport, leaving him trapped on the island.

His agent told UK media: “We are aware of an inci-
dent in Ibiza and currently assisting our client however
cannot comment any further.” ROBBED: Callum Izzard.

A SPANISH WAG has gone viral on the internet.
It comes after singer and TV presenter Edurne

Garcia Almagro, 32, posted a video of herself
dancing in a skimpy vest top in support of her
country’s World Cup efforts, captioned: “Come on
Spain… for everyone!”

The blonde beauty, who is a judge on Spain’s Got
Talent, is dating Manchester United and Spain
goalkeeper David de Gea, 27.

SHE was recently crowned
winner of Singer 2018 Chi-
na’s version of the X Factor. 

And British pop star Jessie J,
30, took to the stage at
Barcelona’s Festival Jardins de
Pedralbes as she returned to
perform in Europe in the wake
of her triumph.

The Price Tag hitmaker
slipped into a bright red jump-
suit for the live performance as
she reeled off a string of hits.

Six years ago, Jessie
was a judge on The Voice

UK alongside Sir Tom Jones and
Will.i.am and her career is set for a
new boost after the Singer final was
watched by around a billion people.

After the win she wrote on social
media: “I was the first international
artist to ever be asked to compete.
An honour alone.

“Seeing the boundaries break
down and the rules be shifted made

this whole experience incredible.”

SHE recently threw a star-
studded party for her 50th
birthday.

But petite pop singer Kylie
Minogue looks younger than
ever on the cover of fashion
magazine Vogue Spain.

The age-defying Aus-
tralian this week revealed
she’s feeling on top of the
world after marking the
half-century milestone in an

interview on ITV’s Lorraine.
She said: “Life’s not a little bit

better… it’s great!

“I feel different being 50, I’m
more content, some things just
start to make sense.”

She added: “You either accept it
or not, and I just choose to accept it
with open arms.”

She also revealed that US coun-
try superstar Dolly Parton sent her
a happy birthday video message.

“I have no idea what she said
because I was screaming and
swearing in the other direction!”
laughed Kylie, who is rumoured to
be dating Paul Solomons, creative
director of British magazine GQ.

She’s a 
keeper

HELPING HAND:
Edurne Garcia
and (inset) a
screenshot from
her viral video.

Close Call
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Jess the ticket!

Photo credit Vogue Spain
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SO LUCKY: Kylie
Minogue at 50.

SHE’S the Spanish ac-
tress known as the wife
of  Thor musc leman
Chris Hemsworth.

But Elsa Pataky, 41,
sent social  media into
overdrive with her sexy
voice after starring in
a  Spanish  tour i sm
video  and  pos t ing  a

clip on Instagram.
Fans flocked to write

comments, including
“Her accent is so sexy!”
and “I wish I had that ac-
cent!”

SAY IT
AGAIN:
Elsa
Pataky.

LADY IN RED: Jessie J
in Barcelona.

Els bells
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FORMER Love Island star So-
phie Gradon spoke out against
internet trolls driving people to
suicide weeks before she is be-
lieved to have taken her own
life.

The 32-year-old was last
week found dead at her parents’
home in Ponteland, near New-
castle upon Tyne, which she
was house-sitting while they
were on holiday.

In March, she appeared at a
cyber-bullying conference in
March where she told onlook-
ers online abuse drove her “into
a dark place” after she left the
ITV2 reality dating show.

The 2009 Miss Great Britain
said that action was needed be-
cause “children as young as
nine are taking their own lives.”

She added: “Online bullying
is as destructive as face-to-face
bullying, sometimes worse.

“Trolls leave you feeling vul-
nerable, unsafe and upset.

“No one anticipated the
show’s success and in an instant
I was catapulted from everyday
life into the limelight. We be-

came public property overnight
and everyone had an opinion,
both good and bad.

“On leaving the show I de-
scended into quite a dark place
owing to the amount of nega-
tivity focused towards me.”

She had been invited to
speak at the Leeds event with
Love Island co-star Zara Hol-
land, 22, who has also battled
depression after her appearance
on the show.

Tributes flooded in for So-
phie after she was discovered
by ‘devastated’ boyfriend
Aaron Armstrong.

Presenter of the show Caro-
line Flack, currently in Mallor-
ca filming this year’s edition,
said on spin-off Aftersun: “She
was a gorgeous person both in-
side and out, and everyone’s
thoughts here at Love Island are
with Sophie’s friends and fami-
ly at this really terrible time.”

Love Island star dies
by Staff Reporter

TRAGIC BATTLE: Sophie Gradon was a former
Miss Great Britain.

ENGLAND fans have been hailed even though riot police were
called in after they flooded the streets of Benidorm in the wake
of the Three Lions’ historic World Cup win.

It comes after shocking video footage posted online showed
one group surrounding a car and slamming their hands down
on its bonnet while chanting “football’s coming home.”

One shirtless reveller rolls headfirst onto the vehicle, landing
on his back and smashing the windscreen before sprinting into
the crowd as onlookers burst into laughter.

But the driver later posted on Facebook to explain that kind-
hearted bystanders did a whip-round just after the incident.

Spaniard Ramon Mendiri explained how “two English

woman started collecting money” to help pay for the damages,
with one man contributing €50.

“They later found me again and gave me €135 that they had
collected,” he continued.

The identity of the man who jumped onto his car remains
unconfirmed, but Ramon added: “Evidently not all English
people are the same, a thousand thank yous.” 

In other clips riot police clutching large plastic shields march

towards the celebrating fans, while a line of cars is seen trying
to negotiate the throng as they spill into the road.

The 6-1 win over Panama was the first time England have
scored more than four goals in a single game at a major tourna-
ment.

It followed England’s first win against Tunisia also triggered
an impromptu street party in Benidorm, with one video show-
ing a bouncing group passing a mobility scooter above their
heads while chanting and clapping their hands.

But social media groups praised the generally fun atmos-
phere, with “just a few idiots” to blame for the unruly behav-
iour.

Beer we go 
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NEWS EXTRA
Women’s
work
MORE than 150 profession-
als from the world of art,
dance, and digital market-
ing, among other fields, will
debate the relationship be-
tween women and mathe-
matics, art and technology
at the Polytechnic Universi-
ty of Valencia.

Church opens
THE Lumbrerense hamlet
of Goñar has inaugurated
its church after refurbish-
ment work - including tile
replacement, interior reno-
vation and roof repair - was
carried out by the Puerto
Lumbreras and Huercal-
Overa in collaboration with
local residents.

Sexism ban
THE council of Almeria has
unanimously approved a mo-
tion by the PSOE to make the
city free of sexist advertising
in public spaces, which
should be approved by the An-
dalucian Institute of Women.

Weeded out
THE National Police has
detained two men and one
woman after seizing a mari-
huana crop of 770 plants
from a house on Calle Cac-
eres in El Ejido, a haul
which was valued at more
than €60,000.

Budget boost
THE council of Almeria
will invest more than
€300,000 in Huercal-
Overa through a project
that will see a range of im-
provement works in the
centre, as well as in the
district of Los Menas.

Oil spills
THE production of olive
oi l  in  Andalucia for
2017/2018 s tands at
952,433 tons, according to
information provided by
the oil  mil ls  to the Food
Information and Control
Agency (AICA), which is
7.6 per cent of the nation-
al total.

A FIVE-YEAR-OLD Irish boy was left
in critical condition after being knocked
down by a drunk driver on the Costa Do-
rada. The unnamed victim was run over
on a zebra crossing outside a campsite in
Salou, Cataluña.

He was reportedly crossing the road
with his family when he was hit by a car
carrying the logo of the 2018 Mediter-
ranean Games. 

It is believed to be an official vehicle
for the multi-sports event currently taking
place in the nearby city of Tarragona.

The driver fled the scene in the wake of
the accident but handed himself in to po-
lice an hour and a half later.

He failed a breathalyser test having

consumed more than the legal alcohol
limit and has been charged with negligent
driving and failing to provide assistance at
an accident scene.

Medics said the life of the child is in no
immediate danger after Salou Council
confirmed he had been taken to the ICU

Joan XXIII Hospital in Tarragona.
Mediterranean Games organisers said

in a statement: “We can confirm there
was a traffic accident in Salou at 23.45 in
which a vehicle belonging to the Games
was involved.

“It was driven by a worker provided by
an external service company who was not
part of the organising committee staff.

“The organising committee is
deeply sorry and is at the disposition
of the family.”

Holiday horror
by Matt Ford
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TWENTY-NINE underage
Aquarius refugees disappeared
on their first day in La Florida,
an Alicante City juvenile care
home.

Regional vice-president and
government spokeswoman
Monica Oltra declared that
they were soon located and
back in a safe place after a
‘night out.’

They had only done what
any adolescent would do dur-
ing the city’s Hogueras fire fi-
estas, she added.  

Once back in their centre the
next morning they had a good
telling-off, Oltra said, and it
was explained to them that
there were rules to be kept ‘as
in all families’ and they could
not come and go as they
wished.

Oltra admitted that they
were vulnerable and said that
media reports on their where-
abouts put them at risk from
‘possible pederasts’ and crimi-
nal organisations.

Oltra was speaking soon af-
ter the minors were located and
returned, but later reports
claimed that far from joining in
the Hogueras celebrations,
most were found near the Ali-
cante City ring road.

They said later that they
wanted to reach their ultimate
goal, which was France and not

Spain, sources revealed.  
Several of the adolescents

mentioned the people-traffick-
ing mafias that operate in
Libya during their interviews
with the authorities which be-

gan on their arrival and are due
to continue into this week. All
paid amounts ranging from
€200 to €1,000 to reach Eu-
rope, they said. 

Meanwhile, bone density

tests are being carried out to
determine the refugees’ true
ages but because these are not
always conclusive, they will be
complemented by interviews
with psychologists.

Night out or something
more sinister

MONICA OLTRA: ‘Young refugees wanted a night out.’
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ONE Englishman and two Frenchmen have
been arrested off the coast of Las Palmas when
they were found smuggling 1,850 kilos of co-
caine in their yacht.

For years, the National Police and Spanish
Tax Agency have been trying to identify sailing
boats which were transferring large volumes of
narcotics from cargo ships sailing up from South
America to wholesalers in Spain.

Intelligence suggested that a large volume of

drugs had been transhipped via Suriname and
two yachts so officers on board the Tax Agency
vessel Petrel stopped and boarded a 12-metre
yacht Pepper Sauce which was flying the British
flag and had been sighted by pilots of the Span-
ish Air Force.

When boarded, officials discovered 61 bales
of cocaine weighing 1,850 kilos and the drugs,
the vessel and the three crew members were tak-
en to Las Palmas for processing.

Huge haul cocaine seized 
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Charlie and Theresa, 50 and
‘less than 50,’ on holiday
from Northampton

“We’re going to win! South-
gate has made a real differ-
ence. He used to be a foot-
baller and knows how players
think. He’s intelligent and has
got them playing really posi-
tively.

“Also, a lot of the players in
the squad have been through
the England youth teams and
so they know
each other

well and have that experience. 
“We have watched most of

the games in the tournament,
we love it.”

Charlie: “I’m in the England
Supporters Club so I go to
most of their games, especially
in England.”

Theresa: “I only get excited
when the big tournaments
come around, apart from that
I’m not too bothered.”

Charlie: “The passing has
been much better this year, and
Kieran Trippier has been out-

standing, Harry Kane
obviously too.”

Theresa: “If we
beat Belgium we’ll

be top and then anything can
happen.”

Charlie: “None of the big
teams are playing well, apart
from France who are the team
to beat. We could still lose to
Germany in the quarter-finals
on penalties though!”

Luis and Juan Miguel, 52
and 48, on holiday from Cor-
doba

“England are one of the best
teams, yes. They can make
the semi-finals, why not?
They are better than

Spain! Yes we will watch more
England games now, they are
scoring lots of goals and play-
ing beautifully, even their
penalties are good. Stones at
the back looks great and Harry
Kane is a world class striker.
However, Panama is not a
good team so there are bigger
challenges ahead. Brazil will
also do well, and Croatia
showed against Argentina that
they are going to go far too.”

Sean, 24, on holi-
day from Manches-
ter

“Hopefu l ly
we (Eng-

land) will be alright, we’ve not
been properly tested yet. The
teams we’ve been up against
so far are not great so there’s
only so much you can read in-
to it. We’ve played well
though so it’s positive. I’m
definitely going to watch all
the England games, and most
of the others too. Kane and
Lingard have been the stand-
out players and Stones at the
back looks quality too.”

Name: Jose Anto-
nio, 45, on holiday
from Bilbao

England are
very good. That
first half against

Panama when it was 5-0 was
excellent. In the second half
they were more casual and did-
n’t try as hard. They won’t win
the World Cup, they’ll probably
make the quarter-final. I think
the semi-finalists will be Brazil,
Spain, France and maybe Mex-
ico. Harry Kane is a great play-
er but I think Neymar will score
more.

“People say Ronaldo will be
the top scorer, but Portugal
won’t get to the semi-final,
they’re not good enough.

Without him they are no-
where. England has a lot
of foreign players in the
Premier League and so
have less options in pick-

ing the national team. It is
very difficult for young

English players to break
through into the top
teams and that affects
the national situation.”

AFTER England’s record 6-1 thrashing of Panama, how far can the Three Lions go in the
World Cup, and will you watch them more now?

Is football coming home?
STREET TALK

WE KANE DO IT: Sean.

NEYM ON LIST: Jose Antonio.

CUP FOR IT: Luis and Juan Miguel.ROARING THEM ON: Charlie and Theresa.
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DEMONSTRATORS took to
the streets of cities across
Spain following a Navarra
court’s decision to release five
men imprisoned for sexually
assaulting an 18-year-old
woman in Pamplona.

Marches were organised in
Madrid, Granada, Malaga,
Sevilla, Cordoba, Murcia,
Cartagena, Cadiz, Almeria,
Zaragoza, Valencia and else-
where on Friday. Protests pre-
viously erupted in Pamplona
and Barcelona following the
ruling, according to reports.

The government in Madrid
has responded to the outcry
over the ruling by saying it
would look into changing laws
covering sex crimes.

The Prime Minister’s offi-
cial residence of La Moncloa
said on Twitter: “The govern-
ment respects the judge’s deci-
sion but it echoes the public
outcry and works for the pro-
tection of women.”

Government officials have
said they will also consider
putting on gender training for

judges and allowing women
claiming to be victims of sex
attacks to receive state help in
trials.

The Navarra court ruled the
five men, found guilty earlier
this year of sexually assaulting
an 18-year-old woman in
Pamplona, be provisionally re-
leased from prison.

The group, known as La
Manada or The Wolfpack, had
to post a €6,000 bond to se-
cure their release. 

Jose Angel Prenda, Alfonso
Cabezuelo, Antonio Manuel
Guerrero, Jesus Escudero and
Angel Boza will also be re-
quired to appear before court
on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. They are barred from
entering the Madrid region
where the victim lives.

The court said the fact the
men lived more than 500 kilo-
metres away from the victim
meant their release could be
justified. 

The court added that the so-
cial outcry surrounding the
gang was not a sufficient rea-
son to keep them in prison. 

Judge Jose Francisco Cobo
voted against the move saying
the men should be kept in
prison to ensure the security,
stability and tranquillity of the
victim.

Three of the men were serv-
ing their sentences in Pam-
plona prison and two were in
the military prison of Alcala
de Henares in Madrid.

A previous ruling acquitting
them of rape, but finding them
guilty of the lesser offence of
sexual assault, triggered rallies
across Spain. 

The court heard during the
original trial that the men, part
of a Whatsapp group named
‘La Manada’, met the 18-year-
old during Pamplona’s San
Fermin festival in 2016.

Prosecutors told the court
they led her to the basement of
an apartment block in the city
where they assaulted her and
filmed it on their mobile
phones. 

The woman was later found
in the street by passers-by be-
fore the attack was reported to
police.

THE Governing Council of
the University of Granada
has approved the award of
its Gold Medal to the uni-
versities of Almeria and
Jaen.

This recognition is in ho-
nour of the teaching and re-

search staff of both institu-
tions, along with their ad-
ministration and services.

Almeria and Jaen uni-
versities were born out of
a need to diversify de-
grees in the area back in
the 70’s.

Outrage over releaseUniversities go for gold

By Joe Gerrard

OUTCRY: Rallies were held in cities across Spain last
Friday.
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SLEEP CENTRE
& HOME CENTRE

• BEDDING, DUVETS, PILLOWS, 
TOPPERS & DUVET SETS

• SOFT FURNISHINGS, CUSHIONS, 
THROWS, VOILES & CURTAINS

• FURNITURE FOR LOUNGE & DINING 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
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FREE DELIVERY AND ASSEMBLY
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New Summer Bedding

in stock

Matching curtains availa
ble
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FAUX LEATHER
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THE use of technology legal in
Britain to detect speed cameras
could result in thousands in fines
for drivers in Spain and elsewhere
in Europe following crackdowns.

Speed camera detection devices
and technology capable of jam-
ming radars could land motorists fines of up to
€6,000 in Spain. 

French rules state penalties of around €1,500
can be slapped on drivers on their roads for the

same offence.
Police across the European

Union also have powers to access
DVLA databases to identify and if
necessary punish British drivers
for breaking road laws under mea-
sures brought in last year.

British authorities recently cracked down on
the use of such technology. They are legal if sold
as parking sensors or garage door openers but
not if used to interfere with speed cameras.

A fine
mess

A PREGNANT mum-of-two
forced to cram her family into
three single beds at a
Benidorm hotel has panned
the family’s ‘absolutely dia-
bolical’ treatment.

Gemma Stocks, 31, burst
into tears after they were
placed into a miniscule room
overlooking a building site on
arrival in Spain.

She had, last September,
booked a four-bed ground
floor family room at the Hotel
Rio Park through travel firm
TUI.

But Gemma says the opera-
tor failed to advise her that the
room would not be available,
and she had to visit her local
branch in Arnold, Notting-
ham, four times for them to

even acknowledge the prob-
lem after she emailed the ho-
tel herself.

When they arrived at the
holiday town on June 18 they
expected to have been placed

in a different four-bed suite,
but the hotel had been told to
split them and place one child
with their grandparents, who
were also on the trip. 

The stay-at-home-mum told
local media: “I am upset by
how we have been treated.

“This is the main holiday of
the year, I can’t sleep in a sin-
gle bed with a child when I’m
20 weeks pregnant.

“If I had known we were
not going to get a room to-
gether I would not have
booked it.”

The couple refused to make

one of their children, aged
four and six, sleep elsewhere,
and are instead sleeping to-
gether in the small room de-
spite forking out almost
€2,000 on their holiday.

They confirmed that the is-
sue is with TUI not the hotel.

Gemma’s partner Mark
Jacks, 35, added: “I am ab-
solutely furious about the way
they have treated us, it is ab-
solutely diabolical. We were
squeezed in a small room. My
wife was crying.

“It’s not just us that is going
to have this problem, it’s a re-

ally popular room that we
booked.

“We were supposed to be
able to watch the entertain-
ment from a terrace, now we
are on the 12th floor over-
looking a building site.

The bus driver added: “It
completely spoiled it. We are
just going to have to get on
with it.”

The hotel assistant manager
confirmed that they are trying
to solve the problem, but said
that the agent should have
told the family their original
room was not available.

A TUI official said: “We’re
sorry to hear about Miss
Stocks’ experience and we
will be contacting the cus-
tomer to investigate the mat-
ter.”

Family nightmare
Holiday firm slammed by pregnant mum

by Staff Reporter

Photo credit Facebook

‘ABSOLUTELY DIABOLICAL’: Gemma Stocks, Mark
Jacobs and their children and their room with a view.





A MAN who lives in a cave
with three women and 25 of
the 36 children he has fa-
thered has seen 13 of them
taken into care by Spanish so-
cial services.

Police raided the home of
61-year-old Juan Manuel,
known as ‘El Canuto,’ in Mar-
chal, Granada, and took away
11 of his offspring before
forcing him to hand over two
others the next day.

All are aged between three
and 15, with some taken to a
care home and others placed
with foster families amid ac-
cusations of physical, emo-
tional and sexual abuse, vio-
lence between their father and
mothers, and negligence.

It comes in the wake of a
probe by a public prosecutor,
which concluded that the girls
were at the greatest risk.

According to a written re-
port, El Canuto has six chil-
dren with a woman named
Piedad, 16 with María Do-
lores and 14 with Soledad,  of
which two have already died.

The document explains that
he “controls the rules of be-
haviour for all members of the
family (including women,
adults and children), based on
a one-way authoritarian com-
munication style, and a
regime of behavioural and
emotional tyranny and op-
pression.”

It adds that: “disciplinary
control is carried out via
threats, humiliation and al-
leged physical abuse. There is
also a clear difference in
terms of gender, with discrim-
ination against the women and
girls.”

Investigators say the Junta
de Andalucia regional govern-
ment may eventually assume
custody of the children.

El Canuto became a minor
celebrity after being portrayed
as a colourful but harmless
character on a TV documen-
tary 10 years ago, but the new
enquiry claims his cave house
has no running water and
hardly any furniture.

He says he has never
worked a day in his life and
has a criminal record, al-
though he has never been
jailed.

Other townsfolk are al-
legedly scared to discuss him
and even the mayor refused to
comment in the wake of the
swoop by 40 Guardia Civil
officers wearing bullet proof
vests and carrying subma-

chine guns, accompanied by
social workers who know the
family.

He told Spanish media:
“You have to understand our
situation: journalists leave and
we and our families have to
stay here, and we have to be
very careful because later
things happen and they are ir-
reversible.”

El Canuto has denied he
mistreats his family and told
news agency EFE that his
children have been ‘kid-
napped’ before, insisting the
children had not been living
in substandard conditions and
that the report is ‘libellous.’

The probe was launched af-
ter two of the daughters ran
away from home last year and
told detectives they had been
sexually abused.

Cave family shock 
13 of man’s 36 children taken into care
by Staff Reporter

‘EMOTIONAL TYRANNY’: El Canuto lives in Marchal, Granada.
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wantedwanted

All legal paperwork completed All legal paperwork completed 
Inmediate decision/payment givenInmediate decision/payment given
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WE WILL TRAVEL TO YOU WE WILL TRAVEL TO YOU 

HOLIDAYMAKERS missed
England’s record 6-1 World Cup
destruction of Panama after a
dog caused their flight home
from Ibiza to be delayed.

The pooch strayed onto an
Ibiza airport runway, forcing in-
bound Thomas Cook flight
MT1250 from Gatwick to be di-
verted to Mallorca.

It saw the packed return flight
take off at 11.25am rather than
9.30am, and it arrived back in

London after the England game
had kicked off.

The travel operator confirmed
a dog was to blame in a reply to
an irate passenger who tweeted:
‘Shout out to @Thomas
CookUK for giving no updates
whatsoever on a two hour delay.

‘Always helpful when
Google has more info than air-
port announcements.’

A Thomas Cook official an-
swered: “I believe the outbound

flight was actually diverted to
Palma Airport in Mallorca be-
cause there was a dog on the
runway in Ibiza.

“The flight has now taken off
from Mallorca and will be with
you in a few minutes.”

Emily Hewerton was on the
outbound flight and after she
added: “Please tell me how dogs
managed to get on the runway in
Ibiza, meaning we had to land in
Mallorca instead.”

Ruff landing
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HOLIDAYMAKERS were
left furious after they returned
to the UK from Spain to find
that a car parking company
had gone bust while they were
away.

The baffled travellers were
told that security staff would
escort them to their vehicles
after landing at Bournemouth
Airport.

A member of staff from
BOMO Parking Services re-
portedly fled after dumping a
sports bag with around 300 car
keys inside at an information
desk.

The firm had previously
traded under the slogan:
‘Don't worry we'll look after
your motor while you're
away.’

Lisa Russell from nearby
Southampton was unable to
find her key after flying back
from the Costa del Sol with
husband Michael and two
friends.

She told UK media: “We
have had no warning and no
message from the company
explaining what’s happened.
We used them once before and
had absolutely no problem,
even when we were leaving

they were very friendly - there
was no worry about anything
going wrong.

“But to come back and find
that your keys have been lost
and you can’t get home is real-
ly upsetting.

“It’s just such a shame that
we’ve had a wonderful holi-
day and then this happens as

soon as we come back.
“The airport staff have been

really helpful, it’s not their
fault in the slightest that this
has happened.”

John Appleby had been in
Mallorca for a week, and ex-
plained: “I got an email yester-
day basically telling me that
the company had ceased trad-

ing thanks to an individual
who was known to them.

“I was really surprised as
previously there had been no
indication that anything was
wrong.

“We used the same firm last
year and everything ran
smoothly so for this to happen
is really surprising.”

Mum-of-two Katie
Weymes, 33, had also been on
the island for a family break
with husband Peter and sons
Dylan, four, and Finlay, two.

She said: “This is the first
time we used BOMO and it is
frustrating.

“We were in the taxi on our
way to the airport when we
found out they had folded and
it does not really help the
stress of travelling with two
young children.

“In fairness to the airport
they have been really helpful
and took my husband to pick
the car up in a 4x4.”

BOMO said in a statement
that it had folded after a ‘sus-
tained attack online and of-
fline’ by an unnamed individ-
ual had a ‘catastrophic effect.’

It continued: “All vehicle
keys have been hand delivered
to Bournemouth Airport infor-
mation desk for customers to
collect on their return from
holiday.”

It comes after vandals last
month caused thousands of
pounds worth of damage to
cars and security cameras
parked at the company’s
premises, with Dorset police
probing the incident.

Flying shame 
Brits furious after parking firm folds

by Staff Reporter

PARKING MAD: Some travellers were unable to find their keys after BOMO
Parking Services (inset) went bust.
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IN response to a request for as-
sistance to all EU member
states, Spain has sent 10
Guardia Civil officers to
Poland to undertake border
control tasks.

Their job will be to oversee
the movement of fans of differ-
ent national teams who are
crossing the Poland/ Russia
road borders at Bzech Grze-
chotki and Bezledy.

The deployment, which is
being coordinated by the
FRONTEX Agency, will con-
clude on Tuesday July 3 al-
though as the Polish team lost
to Colombia on Sunday
evening then some disappoint-
ed fans may be returning home
earlier than expected.

BORDER PATROL:
Guardia Civil officers
in Poland.

Spain helps
Poland 
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NEWS EXTRA
Health
hazard
THE Union of Nursing
(SATSE) of Almeria has
condemned the closure of
122 beds and half of the op-
erating rooms at the Hospital
Torrecardenas this summer,
as well as the suspension of
other health services.

Lucky dip
A RESIDENT of Cuevas
de Almanzora has won
€500,000 thanks to a
ONCE scratchcard from
street seller Juan Manuel
Fernandez, and it is the
largest prize of its kind in
Andalucia.

Safety first 
DRIVERS who do not secure
their pet correctly in their
car are risking fines of be-
tween €100 and €200, and
the latter is the sum drivers
can expect when showing
the same disregard for their
children.

Sea sting
THE College of Nursing in
Almeria has advised that
jelly fish stings should be
treated by removing any
remaining tentacles, wash-
ing the wound with saline
or soapy water, and raising
the limb.

Bar plans
REPRESENTATIVES of
bar operators affected by
improvement works to the
seafront of Mojacar, have
met with delegates from
the Department of
Tourism, to try to agree on
an acceptable way for-
ward.

Apply now
ENROLMENT at the Uni-
versity of Almeria, or any
university in the Andalucian
Unified District, is now
open, and a video tutorial of
the online process has been
published to help prospec-
tive students. 

SPAIN’S  gove rnmen t  i s
p lanning to  reform a  law
that gives police the power
to  hand  ou t  s anc t ions
which  have  been  used  to
ban demonstrations outside
par l iament ,  among o ther
measures.

P r ime  Min i s t e r  Pedro
Sanchez’s left leaning Par-
t ido Social ista (PSOE) is
r epor t ed ly  in  t a lks  wi th
o the r  pa r t i e s  i n  Spa in ’s
Congress to work towards
re fo rming  the  C i t i zen
Safe ty  Law passed  in
2015.

The PSOE is  a iming to
repeal  some of the provi-
sions of what the party has
b randed  a  ‘gag  l aw. ’
Sanchez described i ts  re-
form as ‘urgent’ during no-
confidence debates on his
predecessor, Mariano Ra-
joy, last month.

“The  gove rnmen t  tha t
emerges from this no-con-
f idence motion wil l  s tar t

work on repealing the most
virulent aspects of the Gag
Law,” he said,  during the
debate.

A PSOE group of  three
deput ies  in  Congress  has
reportedly been put togeth-
e r  t o  he lp  ga in  back ing
from other parties for the
law change.

The Basque Nationalist
PNV par ty  i s  l ean ing  to -
wards  modifying the  law
to include protections for
p ro tes t s  and  t r ade  un ion
activity. The centrist Ciu-
dadanos are also in favour
of this approach.

The  PSOE and  l e f t i s t
Podemos would prefer  to
repeal the law all together
and return to measures set
ou t  i n  an  ea r l i e r  c i t i zen
safety law passed in 1992.

The Citizen Safety Law
was  b rough t  on to  the

books by the conservative
Partido Popular (PP) when
it was in government.

I ts  provisions included
the restr ic t ing of  demon-
strations near the Congress
or Senate, taking ‘unautho-
rised’ pictures of police of-
ficers,  stopping evictions
and  non-v io len t  pro tes t s
such as sit-ins.

Breaking the law could
land someone found guilty
o f  do ing  so  wi th  f ines
rang ing  f rom €100  to
€600,000 for the most se-
rious offences.

The PP argued i t  would
make demonstrations freer
because it would keep vio-
lence out of them.

The PSOE, then the op-
position party, said the PP
was at tempting to  craf t  a
‘police state’ in Spain with
the law.

PM eyes ‘gag law’

‘REPRESSIVE’: Protestors have previously
demonstrated against the Citizen Safety Law.
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RUSSIA’S top diplomat has met with the
Secretary General of the United Nations
(UN) for discussions on the Iran nuclear
deal and the situation on the Korean Penin-
sula in Moscow. Sergei Lavrov and Antonio
Guterres  a lso  ta lked about  reaching a
peaceful settlement to the Syrian conflict,
with a conference on the subject currently
ongoing in Sochi.

Court protest ruling
SUPREME COURT judges have ruled

authorities cannot stop protests from going
ahead on the grounds of them being a nui-
sance or inconvenience. The ruling comes
as officials across the country have used
such justifications to deny rally permits,
wi th  the  Kremlin  recent ly  res t r ic t ing
demonstrations during the World Cup.

Putin ally tax probe
A LONGTIME fr iend of  Pres ident

Vladimir Putin has come under investiga-
tion in connection with offshore tax havens
in Panama. Allegations of the involvement

of Sergei Roldugin and other Putin allies in
an approximate €1.7 billion money laun-
dering scheme emerged following the leak
of the Panama Papers in 2016. 

Stalin World War poll
THE number of Russians who hold Josef

Stalin responsible for Soviet civilian deaths
during the Second World War has reached
records lows, according to a survey. The
Levada Centre’s poll found nine per cent of
some 1,600 respondents believed the Soviet
Union dictator acted ‘without regard for
victims’ during the war. An estimated 27
million Soviet citizens died in the conflict.

New Ukraine sanctions
THE Ukrainian government has approved

new sanctions on Russian companies and
organisations. President Petro Poroshenko
approved the measures, which cover a total
of 30 legal entities and 14 people. It brings
the total  number of those sanctioned by
Ukraine to 1,762 individuals and 786 or-
ganisations.

Moscow hosts UN
head for meeting 

PHONE network operators have said
their data showed a boom in activity on
an online dating app during the World
Cup. MTS, one of the country’s biggest
carriers, said there had been an 11-fold
increase in traffic on Tinder on match
days near stadiums and areas popular
with fans. A lawmaker recently called on
Russian women not to become romanti-
cally involved with foreign fans.

MEETING: Lavrov (right) met with Guterres (left) in Moscow.

Feeling the heat

ON FIRE: Tinder traffic has rocketed in Russia.





A 12-YEAR-OLD German boy was
left having to pay €12,000 in roam-
ing fees for using his mobile phone
on a cruise ship bound for Oslo in
Norway, with the European Union’s
roaming charge ban not enforced at
sea.

Power talks
CHANCELLOR Angela Merkel
faced a rebellion from her coalition

partners in parliament over her policy
on migrants coming into the country,
with late-night talks held following a
suspended session of the legislature
to resolve the issue.

Drones bought
THE German military has agreed to
lease Israeli missile-armed reconnais-
sance drones in a nine-year deal
worth €500 million, with aerospace

firm, Airbus signing the deal on be-
half of the Defence Ministry for the
Heron TP unmanned aircraft.

Growth stats
THE Central Bank of Germany has
said economic growth is not likely to
be as strong this year as it was in
2017, with the 2.5 per cent GDP rise
forecast last December revised down
to two per cent.

A PROVOCATIVE ad for condoms
presently on display at Oslo Central
Station which welcomes tourists to
the ‘land of chlamydia’ has irked
Norway’s tourist board who claim it
makes Norwegians seem like ‘un-
couth, lewd, sex-mad people.’

ECHR says no
THE European Court of Human
Rights  has  dismissed a  com-
plaint by Norwegian neo-Nazi
terrorist Anders Behring Breivik
that his prison conditions were
‘ inhumane,’ as  he present ly
serves a 21-year sentence for the
mass murder of 77 people in July
2011.

Intermediary 
THE Norwegian government has
reaffirmed its commitment to facili-
tate peace talks between the Philip-
pine government and the National
Democratic Front (NDF), days after
media in the Philippines reported that
Norway would no longer play a role.

Oil drills
THE Norwegian Petroleum Direc-
torate has confirmed that oil firms
are expected to drill 40 to 50 new ex-
ploration wells off Norway this year
compared to 36 wells drilled last
year, with an estimated 25.2 billion
barrels of oil still undiscovered.

Sex mad

THE vice-president of the govern-
ment, Carmen Calvo, has announced
that France will collaborate with
Spain and accept any migrants who
were aboard the ship Aquarius who
have expressed a desire to go to
France.

Gay parents
THE head of an adoption service
in the Seine-Maritime region in
Normandy, Pascale Lemare, has
said that would-be homosexual
parents  were not  a  priori ty as
they ‘are different’ and should
only adopt children who have is-
sues. 

Slow down
NEW speed limits will be introduced
on secondary roads next month
which will reduce the maximum
speed from 90 kilometres an hour to
80 kilometres an hour, following an
increase in road deaths in recent
years.

Murdered
FRENCH National Police have
charged the parents of a 4-year-old
girl whose body was found alongside
a motorway in central France in 1987
with her murder, after a new DNA test
has placed them as prime suspects.

A FEMALE lioness which escaped
from an enclosure in Belgium’s
Planckendael zoo on Thursday has
been killed after two failed attempts
to sedate her, during which time the
zoo was evacuated.

Unambitious
A RECENT report  by Climate
Action Network (CAN) claims
Belgium is not being ambitious
enough to meet  commitments
made to counter global warming,
with the country on course to
miss 2020 targets for reducing
harmful emissions.

Migrant talks
THE President of the European
Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker,
convened an informal working
meeting on migration and asylum
issues which was held in Brussels
on Sunday in order to find Euro-
pean-level solutions to the problem.

Refusal
BELGIUM’S petition to summon to
court Pablo Llarena, the judge over-
seeing the case against Catalan pro-
independence leaders, has been re-
fused by the Spanish judiciary who
have called the request ‘wrongful.’

UPPSALA police were tracing a man suspected of running
over a boy in a car park and kidnapping him, with the child
reappearing around an hour after the incident and the man
remains at large.

Turned down
THE United Nation’s Security Council refused to adopt a
proposal from Sweden which would have seen the body
call for a cease fire in and around the Yemen port of Hodei-
da to hold rebel withdrawal talks.

Man charged
A MAN has been charged in connection with sexual harass-
ment claims made against members of the Swedish Acade-
my, who award the Nobel Prize, with Jean-Claude Arnault
denying those allegations and others.

Attacks rise
MOSQUES in Sweden were attacked a record 38 times in
2017, with Home Affairs Minister Morgan Johansson de-
scribing the figures as ‘terrible’ and adding the rise of the
far-right in the country was a factor.

Man hunt

PULP Fiction actress, Uma Thurman has
applied for Swedish citizenship ahead of
her planned move to the country, recon-
necting with her family roots given that
her maternal grandmother was a model
from Skane in southern Sweden.

Shot dead
THREE people have died and three injured
following a shooting last week in Swe-
den’s third biggest city Malmo. No motive
for the shooting has been given but police
have said that there are no indications that
the incident is terror-related.

Fossil free
SWEDEN has started construction on a
€136 million fossil-fuel-free factory in the
north-eastern town of Lulea that will test
whether it’s feasible to use hydrogen in-

Migrant crisis

Lioness shot

Steep charge

ONE person has died and three more were injured after be-
ing struck by a van outside a Dutch concert last week in the
southern Limburg Province with the driver of a delivery
vehicle under police arrest. 

Up in smoke
A STUDY by the Netherlands National Institute for Public
Health (RIVM) has found that the levels of tar, nicotine and
carbon monoxide inhaled by smokers could be up to 20 times
higher than indicated because of a flaw in the testing process.

Holy loan
THE Vatican has recently agreed to lend Caravaggio’s mas-
terpiece the Entombment of Christ to the Central Museum
in Utrecht for four weeks from December 15 as part of the
Utrecht, Caravaggio and Europe exhibition.

Happy talk
A REPORT published by the World Health Organisation
shows that children in the Netherlands are the happiest of all
children in OECD countries, despite the country’s reputation
for smoking cannabis and its rainy weather.

Hit-and-run 

SWEDEN NORWAY

GERMANY
FRANCE

NETHERLANDS DENMARK

BELGIUM

stead of coal and coke to produce
steel, helping the country meet its
goals under the Paris climate accord.

IT shortage
A RECENT report by employer or-

ganisation, the Swedish IT and Tele-
com Industries warns that Sweden
will have a deficit of 70,000 digital
professionals by 2022 if no special
measures are taken, with particular
shortages in programming and sys-
tems architecture. 

Home star

FAMILY ROOTS: Uma Thurman is set to become a Swedish
citizen.
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SPAIN’S National Court has re-
vealed it has called off a probe in-
to banking group Santander over
its €1 purchase of former rival
Banco Popular.

The judge heading the enquiry
said that allegations made against
the country’s largest  bank
amounted to ‘a list of incriminat-
ing statements’ with no support-
ing documentation or other evi-
dence.

Santander had been accused of
wrongdoing over the deal, includ-
ing manipulation of stock markets
to tr igger a  crash in Popular ’s
share price.

Spaniards
spend big
SPANISH tourists spend an
average of €719 per person
on their  summer hol idays,
although one in three fami-
l i e s  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  g o
anywhere and drag the fig-
u r e  d o w n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
tou r i sm wa tchdog  Obse r -
vatur.

Store wars
MANY h igh  s t r e e t  shops
have s tar ted  thei r  summer
sales - which officially be-
g in  on  Ju ly  1  -  ea r ly  a f te r
cold weather and rain were
blamed for a ‘disastrous and
dramatic’ spring season, in-
dustry sources revealed.

By the books
A PROBE by  t he  Span i sh
government’s National Se-
curities Market Commission
(CNMV) has found ‘impre-
c i se  o r  i naccura t e  da ta  o r
wi th  mis lead ing  in fo rma-
t i on ’ i n  t he  fo rmer  ru l i ng
People’s Party’s 2016 finan-
cial report, it said in a state-
ment.

SPAIN’S new socialist government has said it
has ‘no reasons’ to believe it will miss its Euro-
pean Union (EU) deficit target, despite pledging
to increase spending on pensions.

It comes after the Eurozone’s finance minis-
ters discussed Spain’s 2018 budget, passed be-
fore former Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy
was ousted and drafted by his conservative

People’s Party.
The lawmakers concluded that the country is

set to miss its deficit target of 2.2 per cent of
GDP by at least half a point.

Spain is the last country remaining under the
EU’s Excessive Deficit Procedure, which can
see nations fined for unsustainable spending, af-
ter the action was last week lifted from France.

Bank cleared as
probe dropped

» BUSINESS EXTRA

AERONAUTICAL giant Airbus has
warned it could pull out of the UK in the
wake of Brexit, with Spain one of the
candidates being considered to mop up
future contracts.

The France-based company said in a
statement that current plans for a transi-
tion period ending in December 2020 do
not offer enough time for it to modify its
supply chain.

All wings for the planemaker’s pas-
senger jets are currently made in Britain,
but the memo explained that there
would be ‘severe disruption and inter-
ruption’ in terms of production should

the country leave the European Union
(EU) single market and customs union
without any further transition agreed.

Chief operating officer of Airbus
Commercial Aircraft, Tom Williams,
said: “Put simply, a no-deal scenario di-
rectly threatens Airbus’ future in the
UK.”

It comes two years after the contro-
versial referendum in which British citi-
zens narrowly voted to leave the EU.

Airbus employs around 14,000 peo-
ple in the UK, but supports 100,000 jobs
in total.

It also confirmed that it is unable to
make a decision on new investment in
the country until the nature of the Brexit
deal becomes clear.

“We have to come to the point where
we have to make decisions, quite often
those decisions are long term in nature
and without clarity then it’s too danger-
ous for us to proceed,” Williams contin-
ued.

The official added that the firm is al-
ready evaluating alternative solutions for
building its next generation of wings,
with Spain, South Korea and Germany
top of the list.

BANANAS are becoming pricier
in Spain after main producer, the
Canary Islands, revealed a short-
age.

“This has never happened to
us before,” said Jose Maria Ruiz,
manager  of  Barce lona-based
wholesaler Platanos Ruiz. 

“The banana harvest was early
due to the weather so production
has dropped a month early.

He added:  “There  a re  days
when there  a re  no  Canary  I s -
lands bananas and this has trans-
lated into stratospheric prices
compared  to  what  we’re  used
to.”

Banana drama
sees price soar Plane talking on new wings

by Matt Ford

No panic over pensions

INVESTIGATORS have
seized €8 million in bank
notes stuffed into plastic bags
and held 13 suspects in Spain,
Portugal and Romania in the
year’s biggest money-launder-
ing case so far.

The money was found hid-
den in drawers and shoe boxes
during a series of raids coordi-
nated by the Guardia Civil,
Spanish tax agency and Eu-
ropol, with evidence of fraudu-
lent bank transfers totalling
€31 million also seized.

Those held have been re-
manded in custody and
charged with crimes against
the public treasury and con-
sumer market, police said in a
statement.

The gang reportedly import-
ed fake toys, footwear and
clothes from China and used
fake companies to avoid paying
tax before selling the products
cheaper than legitimate firms.

Cash was then funnelled out
of Europe a suitcase at a time
by Chinese accomplices.

€8 million seized
in con crackdown
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The value of tariffs slapped on US goods including jeans, bourbon whiskey, and orange juice by the Eu-
ropean Union this week in retaliation to President Donald Trump’s new duties on steel and aluminium.STAT OF WEEK €2.8 billion

TAX SCAM: Officers load some of the cash into a
trolley.





3M 196,500 +0,50% 0,980 116.678,34
AMERICAN EXPRESS 97,2300 +0,62% 0,6000 83.704,64
APPLE 184,920 -0,29% -0,540 908.907,32
BOEING CO 338,910 +0,37% 1,250 197.442,52
CATERPILLAR 139,940 +0,29% 0,410 83.677,09
CHEVRON 125,10 +2,05% 2,51 239.061,09
CISCO SYSTEMS 43,200 +0,09% 0,040 208.116,73
COCA-COLA 43,25 +0,37% 0,16 184.082,66
DOWDUPONT 67,00 +2,63% 1,72 155.492,71
EXXON MOBIL 81,38 +2,12% 1,69 344.549,45
GENERAL ELECTRIC 13,0500 +2,27% 0,2900 113.343,66
GOLDMAN SACHS 226,02 -0,42% -0,96 85.352,96
HOME DEPOT 197,4100 -1,45% -2,9000 227.732,58
IBM 141,28 +0,02% 0,03 129.690,56
INTEL CORP 52,5000 +0,59% 0,3100 245.070,00
J.P.MORGAN CHASE 105,7500 -1,64% -1,7600 360.055,16
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 122,8400 +1,14% 1,3900 329.421,66
MC DONALD'S CORP 164,5500 +2,50% 4,0200 129.240,20
MERCK AND CO. NEW 61,47 +0,47% 0,29 165.372,98
MICROSOFT 100,410 -0,72% -0,730 773.136,22
NIKE 73,43 -0,69% -0,51 94.162,54
PFIZER 36,5100 +0,58% 0,2100 213.509,34
PROCTER AND GAMBLE 77,430 +1,30% 0,990 194.579,71
TRAVELERS CIES 124,41 +0,78% 0,96 33.620,51
UNITED TECHNOLOGIE 124,87 +1,13% 1,39 99.927,43
UNITEDHEALTH GROUP 254,37 +0,98% 2,48 244.444,80
VERIZON COMMS 49,76 +2,32% 1,13 205.644,49
VISA 135,33 +0,59% 0,80 241.810,85
WAL-MART STORES 84,8200 +0,72% 0,6100 249.759,47
WALT DISNEY CO 106,3400 +0,42% 0,4500 158.160,52

Lloyds Banking Group ORD 63.37 1.25 2.01 44,184.70
London Stock Exchange Grp 4,571.50 121.50 2.73 15,485.41
Micro Focus International 1,302.75 -61.25 -4.49 5,960.11
Marks & Spencer Group 307.10 10.00 3.37 4,760.60
Mondi 1,962.75 -52.25 -2.59 7,337.47
Melrose 229.20 7.30 3.29 10,526.88
Morrison (Wm) Supermarkets 250.20 0.70 0.28 5,819.19
National Grid 905.40 71.40 8.56 27,654.76
NMC Health 3,667.00 105.00 2.95 7,356.47
Next 6,309.00 299.00 4.98 8,347.36
Ocado Group 1,072.25 8.75 0.82 7,253.94
Old Mutual Group 127.50 -210.90 -100.00 10,323.94
Paddy Power Betfair 7,432.50 -922.50 -11.04 6,954.52
Prudential 1,859.25 45.25 2.49 46,225.84
Persimmon 2,687.50 111.50 4.33 7,876.21
Pearson 862.70 -3.30 -0.38 6,716.89
Reckitt Benckiser Group 6,443.00 126.00 1.99 43,480.45
Royal Bank of Scotland Group 263.55 2.05 0.78 30,898.18
Royal Dutch Shell 2,566.50 -42.50 -1.63 116,008.73
Royal Dutch Shell 2,810.00 102.50 3.79 98,019.39
RELX 1,682.50 49.50 3.03 16,840.95
Rio Tinto 4,227.25 45.25 1.08 54,389.37
Royal Mail 503.80 0.00 0.00 4,945.00
Rolls-Royce Group 940.20 -1.60 -0.17 17,312.29
Randgold Resources 5,737.00 15.00 0.26 5,294.12
RSA Insurance Group 643.70 -38.10 -5.59 6,862.56
Rentokil Initial 342.10 -13.00 -3.66 6,409.27
Sainsbury (J) 322.80 5.30 1.67 6,830.14
Schroders 3,197.50 40.50 1.28 7,049.64
Sage Group (The) 634.20 2.20 0.35 6,876.03
Segro 662.20 0.00 0.00 6,676.25
Shire 4,066.25 0.25 0.01 37,362.95
Smurfit Kappa Group 3,092.00 26.00 0.85 7,211.23
Sky 1,415.00 -0.42 -0.03 24,152.19
Standard Life Aberdeen 335.40 -8.60 -2.50 10,115.14
Smith (DS) 515.30 -2.50 -0.48 5,568.37
Smiths Group 1,727.25 -0.75 -0.04 6,771.45
Scottish Mortgage Invstmnt Trst 556.25 16.25 3.01 7,691.56
Smith & Nephew 1,416.50 21.00 1.50 12,094.04
SSE 1,374.50 23.50 1.74 13,532.42
Standard Chartered 711.10 0.00 0.00 23,229.47
St James's Place 1,164.75 -17.75 -1.50 6,182.22
Severn Trent 2,009.00 79.00 4.09 4,459.11
Tesco 263.85 2.15 0.82 25,051.11
TUI AG 1,732.00 0.00 0.00 10,067.81
Taylor Wimpey 185.63 4.53 2.50 5,840.60
Unilever 4,154.25 20.75 0.50 49,566.46
United Utilities Group 774.20 23.60 3.14 5,040.52
Vodafone Group 177.24 -10.04 -5.36 49,191.58
WPP Group 1,260.25 39.75 3.26 15,248.03
Whitbread 4,046.50 -12.50 -0.31 7,331.20

Most Advanced
Restoration Robotics, Inc. $ 3.64 0.91 ▲ 33.33%
Infinity Pharmaceuticals, Inc. $ 2.05 0.33 ▲ 19.19%
Zion Oil & Gas Inc $ 3.86 0.54 ▲ 16.27%
Arsanis, Inc. $ 18.94 2.41 ▲ 14.58%
Natera, Inc. $ 16.07 2.03 ▲ 14.46%
Tandem Diabetes Care, Inc. $ 23.15 2.84 ▲ 13.98%
Cellular Biomedicine Group, Inc. $ 20.30 2.25 ▲ 12.47%
Vital Therapies, Inc. $ 6.50 0.70 ▲ 12.07%
Carrols Restaurant Group, Inc. $ 14.95 1.55 ▲ 11.57%
Spero Therapeutics, Inc. $ 14.65 1.35 ▲ 10.15%
Fidelity D & D Bancorp, Inc. $ 62.72 5.70 ▲ 10.00%

Most Declined
Obalon Therapeutics, Inc. $ 2.43 0.52 ▼ 17.63%
SMART Global Holdings, Inc. $ 35.06 4.79 ▼ 12.02%
Deciphera Pharmaceuticals, Inc. $ 39.55 5.40 ▼ 12.01%
Pain Therapeutics, Inc. $ 8.23 1.05 ▼ 11.31%
Corvus Pharmaceuticals, Inc. $ 11.16 1.34 ▼ 10.72%
bluebird bio, Inc. $ 168.90 18.45 ▼ 9.85%
Axovant Sciences Ltd. $ 2.41 0.26 ▼ 9.74%
CareDx, Inc. $ 13.23 1.38 ▼ 9.45%
Gemphire Therapeutics Inc. $ 5.75 0.54 ▼ 8.59%
uniQure N.V. $ 36.18 3.32 ▼ 8.41%
Atara Biotherapeutics, Inc. $ 42.25 3.80 ▼ 8.25%

CCOMPANYOMPANY PPRICERICE((PP)) CCHANGEHANGE((PP)) % C% CHGHG.. NNETET VVOLOL

DOW JONES
CLOSING PRICES JUNE 25

Anglo American 1,743.80 46.80 2.76 23,209.60
Associated British Foods 2,778.50 -56.50 -1.99 22,214.38
Admiral Group 1,860.25 -51.75 -2.71 5,410.97
Ashtead Group 2,264.00 12.00 0.53 10,992.87
Antofagasta 1,013.50 -15.00 -1.46 9,942.37
Aviva 527.30 12.50 2.43 20,046.58
AstraZeneca 5,046.00 -183.00 -3.50 66,562.32
BAE Systems 581.20 -43.80 -7.01 19,809.60
Barclays 194.02 -0.45 -0.23 32,540.38
British American Tobacco 4,238.00 327.00 8.36 88,055.34
Barratt Developments 541.80 14.00 2.65 5,242.97
Berkeley Group Holdings 3,743.00 -76.00 -1.99 5,071.12
British Land Co 699.90 12.30 1.79 6,670.09
BHP Billiton 1,666.20 3.58 0.21 34,515.48
Bunzl 2,353.50 57.50 2.50 7,666.53
BP 593.40 16.80 2.91 111,637.50
Burberry Group 2,054.00 -108.00 -5.00 8,804.87
BT Group 221.68 6.63 3.08 21,337.05
Coca-Cola HBC 2,357.50 -177.50 -7.00 9,405.71
Carnival 4,786.50 43.50 0.92 9,698.93
Centrica 159.35 1.35 0.85 8,709.14
Compass Group 1,589.50 -32.50 -2.00 25,386.36
Croda International 4,638.00 -174.00 -3.62 6,285.95
CRH 2,522.50 -204.50 -7.50 22,725.81
DCC 6,830.00 -45.00 -0.65 6,060.49
Diageo 2,792.00 45.00 1.64 67,180.87
Direct Line Insurance Group 341.50 -6.80 -1.95 4,723.13
Evraz 520.60 -1.40 -0.27 7,386.53
Experian 1,919.50 64.50 3.48 16,761.59
easyJet 1,789.50 -1.00 -0.06 7,086.19
Ferguson 6,245.50 168.50 2.77 13,926.47
Fresnillo 1,154.00 -19.00 -1.62 8,407.96
Glencore 394.28 7.13 1.84 53,602.34
GlaxoSmithKline 1,516.10 -29.90 -1.93 76,297.28
GVC Holdings 1,031.75 -3.25 -0.31 5,918.90
Hargreaves Lansdown 2,100.50 102.50 5.13 9,320.36
Halma 1,381.00 -6.00 -0.43 5,277.02
HSBC Holdings 713.60 -7.30 -1.01 141,700.33
International Consldtd Airs Grp 713.70 -12.90 -1.78 14,623.30
InterContinental Hotels Grp 4,975.50 146.50 3.03 9,133.09
3i Group 933.70 1.30 0.14 8,946.85
Imperial Brands 2,728.00 0.00 0.00 25,502.93
Informa 849.70 24.70 2.99 10,202.57
Intertek Group 5,682.00 0.00 0.00 9,099.35
ITV 180.58 3.98 2.25 6,990.12
Just Eat 820.30 -4.10 -0.50 5,573.18
Johnson Matthey 3,812.50 122.50 3.32 7,102.68
Kingfisher 305.55 2.85 0.94 6,416.75
Land Securities Group 989.20 36.70 3.85 6,993.45
Legal & General Group 274.40 4.90 1.82 15,802.89

CCOMPANYOMPANY PPRICERICE((PP)) CCHANGEHANGE((PP)) % C% CHGHG.. NNETET VVOLOL

COMPANY PRICE CHANGE NET / %

US dollar ...............................................................1.16353
Japan yen ............................................................127.338
Switzerland franc ..............................................1.14985
Denmark kroner...............................................7.45245
Norway kroner ..................................................9.45713

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR MONEY WITH US
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AS far as I’m concerned, these so
called graffiti ‘artists,’ are not only a
blight on the landscape but a blight on
our whole society. 

Their daubs scrawls and indiscrimi-
nate obscenities, desecrate our build-
ings, bridges, rolling stock and just
about anything else that gets in the way
of their sanctimonious spray cans.  

I do admit that a small minority (ala
Banksy) can indeed be creative, and
sometimes even enhance buildings and
structures that are otherwise gloomy
and run down but the majority are not. 

Most are anti-social destructive
louts, with nothing better to do than de-
stroy other people’s creations and hard
work. 

Far from it for me to declare that the
three young men who were recently
rundown and tragically killed by a train
deserved what they got, of course they
didn’t, but there should be no doubt in
anyone’s mind that they simply should-
n’t have been there in the first place. 

An insight into the so called ‘artistic’
morality of some of these people was
starkly demonstrated in the reaction of
some of the like-minded friends of
these three young men. 

Apparently, the following day ‘ten-
sions were running high’ at the Lough-
borough Junction, where well-wishers
sprayed black hearts and RIP on shut-
ters outside the station. It appears extra
police had to be brought in after youths
defaced a flower memorial and daubed
slogans criticising the police and
Transport for London for their actions! 

Er, just a minute, what particular ac-
tions were they actually objecting to?
The way the police had the utterly dis-
turbing and upsetting job of clearing
the remains of the victims from the
track? The transport authorities’ highly
daunting task of dealing with the dis-
ruption and commuter chaos that en-
sued after the accident?

Give us all a break. The sooner these
misfits put the spray cans away,
smarten up and get down to learning
something from all that mainly free ed-
ucation they take so much for granted,
the better it will be for all of us. 

Personally, I would declare all-out
war on these people; using CCTV and
any means possible to bring them to

book. I would like to see them named,
shamed and made to clean off their
filth, before being heavily fined, losing
their student grants or even facing im-
prisonment.  

How dare these blots on society be
allowed to deface other people’s prop-
erty and cause an affront to our senses
in the name of ‘art.’ 

Perhaps something good will come
out of this tragedy by discouraging oth-
ers to risk their lives merely to splosh
paint everywhere, but somehow, I
doubt it. I dunno, perhaps it’s me.
Sometimes I truly feel I’m getting too
old for it all.

One totally unrelated action I would
like to suggest before I finally check
out, is to remove the words ‘well done’
and ‘amazing’ from the English lan-
guage. That should strike most of our
so-called TV presenters and quizzers
utterly dumb and make way for some
proper talent who can actually ad lib
their way out of the proverbial paper
bag!

Keep the faith.
Love Leapy  

leapylee2002@gmail.com

Leapy Lee’s opinions are his own and are not necessarily representative of those of the publishers, advertisers or sponsors.

It’s time to scrub the scribbleLEAPY LEE SAYS IT
OTHERS THINK IT
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ART ATTACK: A pedestrian tunnel in Madrid.

OLD gadgets never die; they just
linger in the attic. At least mine do.
And my desk drawer spews digital
detritus at the slightest incursion.

What we keep ‘just in case’ we
might find a use for it one day is bad
enough. What’s worse is how much
we do actually ditch in today’s mani-
cally throwaway society.

A growing mountain of electronic
waste is the dilemma that dare not
speak its name as we scramble for
ever-shinier new stuff. Trouble is, no-
one wants the old. Except those mon-
strous e-waste dumps blighting lives
in China, Bangladesh, Ghana and the
like.

The sad truth is that we’re discard-
ing nearly 10 per cent more e-waste

every year now, 45 million tonnes of
it, never mind what still lurks in our
sheds and drawers. We could feel bet-
ter if the precious metals were being
recovered and recycled, but dream
on, only a very small share of the
gold, silver, copper, platinum and pal-
ladium is actually extracted for re-
use.

I realised just how throwaway it’s
all getting when I tried to claim on the
‘lifetime guarantee’ which came with
a particularly expensive and prema-
turely deceased device. Turns out the
guarantee was for the life of the de-
vice, not mine. 

So as good citizens of the world,
what should we do with all our old e-
stuff when new toys beckon?

If it’s not too far gone we could sell
it on sites like the Spanish eBay or Mi-
lanuncios.com, or through the classi-
fieds in esteemed publications like this
one, or to second-hand shops.

We could invoke a feel-good factor
by giving it to charity or a collection
for the developing world, though I
suspect even Africa wouldn’t want
my ancient Nokia 1100.

What we shouldn’t do, at least with
small devices, is just turf them in the
bin, unless it’s the dedicated ‘small
devices’ recycling box you’ll find at
some major retailers.

I’m sure you’re aware that the
shops which sell us the big stuff, so-
called white goods, are now obliged
by law to take the old ones back,
without charge, so don’t let them tell

you otherwise.
And of course it goes without say-

ing that to prevent hazardous chemi-
cals and acids leaching into our pre-
cious soil and groundwater, we
should never get rid of old batteries,
or printer cartridges, anywhere except
in their recycling bins.

One thing I certainly wouldn’t do
in the interests of re-using our stuff, is
to charge non-rechargeable batteries
in a powerful fast-charger, as a rather
geeky friend recently did. He appreci-
ated the flowers we took him in hos-
pital.

REPURPOSING i s  one
thing you can do with old
tech when you’ve bought a
sexier new model.

I  have  an  ear ly  Nokia
smartphone repurposed as
a portable podcast player
with a speaker. 

Some people  keep  o ld
phones  charged  in  the ir
car for emergencies, given
that you can call 112 with-
out a SIM-card.

Others  have  had a l l
sorts  o f  repurpos ing
brainwaves ,  inc luding a
desk fan from an old com-
puter power supply,  a
mai lbox  from a  defunct
computer tower ( shown
here) ,  an old laptop as  a
digital photo frame and a
web-cam as a home securi-
ty system.

Not  sure  though how I
feel about one particularly
oddbal l  idea:  feed ing
sausage through the cen-
tral  hole in a tradit ional
CD dr ive  tray  to  turn  i t
into a meat slicer… 

Hoard it through
the grapevine

Waste not

TECH FOR 
THE TIMID

Consuming so much stuff is bad for our
waste-line, says Terence Kennedy

YOU’VE GOT
MAIL: New

uses for old.





ARE you, or any of your family or friends
thinking of taking a cruise holiday this year?
Did you know that the popularity of cruise
breaks has boomed in recent years, with
more choice available than ever before to
suit all budgets? 

Once seen as the choice of the rich, or
more mature traveller, cruises now offer out-
standing value, for all ages. According to the
Association of British Travel Agents (AB-
TA), over 14 per cent of Brits are consider-
ing a cruise break this year, with European
river cruises being the fastest growing op-
tion.

All-inclusive cruises are also a top-
favourite with families and senior travellers
as a way of reducing risks around currency
fluctuations and minimising holiday budget-
ing stress, amidst ongoing Brexit drama. 

But before you get carried off on a wave
of excitement at choosing your cruise break,
be warned that your travel insurance may

not cover you if you fall ill or have to cancel
your holiday. 

• Less than 50 per cent of travel policies
cover cruise trips.

• You may have to pay an extra premium
for this cover.

• You could get a gigantic medical or
evacuation bill if you fall ill.

• Your costs if you have to cancel or cur-
tail your trip won’t be covered.

Even with the best planning, things do go
wrong, so don’t take the risk of travelling

without the right travel insurance cover in
place.

The likelihood of contracting a contagious
infection increase significantly while on
board a ship. And while all cruises will have
medical facilities, these may not be suffi-
cient if you are seriously ill or injured and
require to be evacuated to the nearest suit-
able land-based medical facility which will
cost thousands. 

Cancelling or cutting short your cruise
due to an emergency back home, could re-

sult in losing the costs of your holiday if you
don’t take out the right cover. 

Globelink covers cruises as standard on
all policies, so there’s no need to pay extra
for that essential peace of mind. Globelink
also cover 50 pre-existing medical condi-
tions and 100 adventure activities for free,
so you can try out the mindboggling array of
activities most cruises offer from rock
climbing, salsa, surfing, yoga and we’ll have
you covered. 

Finally, save money and be a savvy trav-
eller by not simply opting for the tour opera-
tor, or cruise company insurance option.
These are often more expensive and may not
suit your insurance needs.  

Whether you chose a firm favourite
Mediterranean cruise, or go long-haul to the
Caribbean, or the Far East, do the sensible
thing and get the right insurance in place.

Do this as soon as you’ve booked your
trip to safeguard your deposits and don’t
forget to check the latest advice from the
FCO at www.gov.uk/travelaware.

Globelink, providing quality travel 
insurance for over 20 year.

Visit www.globelink.co.uk, or call (UK) +44
1353 699 082 or our Spanish link-line 

966 265 000.

INSURANCE: Consider the correct option when cruising.

Thinking of joining the boom in cruising?
Christina 
Sharp

christina@globelink.co.uk.

GLOBELINK INTERNATIONAL

Cambridge CELTA course
To Teach English as a Foreign Language

September 3rd – 28th 
Intensive 4 week all day course

Enrolment closing date, July 31st, 2018

Would you like to work 
teaching English?  

Contact us: 950 390 037 
Email: info@espanglish.net

Espanglish People Development & Language Services, S.L. 
CIF: B04750261, c/ Mayor 106, Vera, Almeria

This course is for native or 
non-native speakers of English who 

either teach and have no official 
certification or for those who would 
like to start teaching. At the end of 

the course you also have the 
opportunity to do an internship 

with us to gain experience, as well 
as increasing your employment 

opportunities.

€1,450
Includes lective 

lessons, 
materials, 
certificate, 

experienced 
CELTA trainers 
directly from 

the UK.
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THE Spanish property
market is well and truly on
the road to recovery.

And the upswing is
backed by a slew of re-
cently-published data.

The Spanish Land Reg-
istrars’ Association has
confirmed prices soared
by 9.39 per cent on aver-
age in the first quarter of
2018, while the Spanish
government’s official data
shows that valuations
shot up by 2.7 per cent.

A March index from the
Association of Spanish
Notaries increased by 0.4
per cent and April figures
from valuations firm Tinsa
rose by 5.4 per cent.

And registrars’ statistics
demonstrate that house
prices have climbed by
26 per cent since the low
point of December 2014,
although they remain 18
per cent down compared
to the height of the con-
struction boom in 2007.

The Tinsa data also

shows prices in Spain’s
major cities displayed
year-on-year growth of
8.7 per cent, those in the
Balearics 5.6 per cent
and on the Mediterranean
coast 0.3 per cent.

Mark Srucklin of Span-
ish Property Insight said:
“These national indices
don’t tell us anything
about local markets, but
they do give us some
idea of where we are in
the property market cy-
cle. Spanish house prices
are back in positive terri-
tory, whichever index you
choose.”

And holiday homes are
also back on the march,
with British buyers lead-

ing the way as Brexit
fears ease. 

Speaking exclusively
with Euro Weekly News,
Taylor Wimpey Espana’s
Sales and Marketing Di-
rector Marc Pritchard
used the Costa del Sol as
an example.

“The Costa del Sol holi-
day home market has
provided scope for cau-
tious optimism over the
coming months. Prices
there have risen by 9.3
per cent so far in 2018,
but there are still good
prices to be had com-
pared with 2007, which
many buyers find encour-
aging,” he said. “Foreign
buyers in the Costa del

Sol are currently running
at 13.8 per cent, with
British buyers being the
largest group. Together,
Brits account for 15 per
cent of total sales at pre-
sent. While British interest
wavered in the immediate
aftermath of the Brexit ref-
erendum, demand has
grown again over the
past year.”

He added: “Of course
nothing is certain in this
day and age, but it
seems that buyers may
have already accounted
for Brexit and moved on -
in much the same way
that the financial markets
nowadays often price in
expected mergers in ad-
vance, so when they ac-
tually happen their impact
is limited. We anticipate
this could be the same
with the UK’s departure
from the EU; essentially,
the Costa del Sol won’t
see much of a change
from its current trajectory
of increasing sales to
British buyers.”

Market recovery goes on
By Matt Ford

House about that 
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B R I T I S H
c o u p l e
who le f t
London in

2009 have successful-
ly built a totally-off-the
gr id  carbon-neut ra l
home w i th in  an  An-
dalucia national park.

S imon and Donna
Beckmann were  be-
ginning to feel fed up
wi th  the  comfor ts  o f
c i t y  l i v ing ,  so  they
went in search of ad-
venture, according to
a report  by archi tec-
ture industry media. 

Three years of hard
work later, the couple
have created a unique
home and artists resi-
dency in the middle of
S ie r ra  da  Mara-Los
Velez natural park.

Simon is not the first
in his family to under-
take a self-build. 

H is  fa ther  remod-
e led  the  V ic to r ian
house he grew up in
and h is  b ro ther  re -
cent ly  re furb ished a
lighthouse.

A  can-do DIY  a t t i -
tude to the construc-
tion process reported-
ly  car r ied  S imon
through the build. 

When a storm dam-
aged the power-gen-
erating wind turbine,
instead of contracting

professionals to fix it,
the Brit  learnt how to
do it himself. 

A local builder fixed
a meta l  cage to  a
crane which l ifted Si-
mon up to the turbine
where he spent hours
repair ing the turbine

in ‘rattling winds.’
“ I  th ink I  was using

every muscle to hold
onto  the  cage up in
the  w ind.  I  was  so
sore the next day.”

And fetching the wa-
ter to mix the concrete
to repair the roof with

was a challenge in it-
self. 

“ I  had to dr ive wi th
the  Land Rover  and
the  t ra i le r  about  14
kilometres every other
day  to  go  and pump
out a thousand l i t res
o f  water  to  br ing  to

the  house , ”  S imon
said.

“We’d mix concrete
in  a  concre te  mixer
powered by a genera-
tor and then carry it in
buckets  up  on to  the
roof to do the repara-
tion. It was mad look-
ing back at it, but we
did it,” he added.

The home is  com-
p le te ly  sus ta inab le
and they recycle ab-
solutely everything.

A wind turbine in the
back garden provides
power, the solar pan-
els heat the water and
a filtration system col-
lects waste water from
the bas ins ,  showers
and the dishwasher. 

“We are  100  per
cent carbon neutral,”
Simon said. 

“It ’s not l ike I ’m ex-
pect ing  an  apoca-
lypse. It’s more about
being less re l iant  on
systems,” he added. 

And for those aspir-
ing  to  c rea te  some-
thing similar, “just do
i t , ”  was  S imon ’s  ad-
vice.

L E A D I N G  S p a n i s h  b a n k s  h a v e
slashed the prices of thousands
o f  p rope r t i es  t hey  have  pu t  on
the market, with many located on
Spain’s coasts.

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r o u g h l y
18,600 homes are located in the
Valencia and Andalucia regions,
as well as in the Balearic and Ca-

nary Islands. Discounts reported-
l y  r e a c h  u p  t o  6 0  p e r  c e n t  o n
market prices in some cases.

Sareb have almost 4,500 prop-
erties up for grabs on the Costas
and in Spain’s is lands including
some starting at €240,000.

San tander  has  pu t  more  than
1,100 houses on the market with
prices ranging from €100,000 to
more than €1 mill ion for the most
expensive.

BBVA’s offering numbers some
2,800 propert ies wi th some dis-
c o u n t e d  b y  u p  t o  6 0  p e r  c e n t .
Price reductions are set to be in
place until the end of the year.

Caixabank has some 4,200 up
for sale through Servihabitat,  i ts
property sales arm. 

D iscoun ts  reach  up  to  40  per
cen t  and  some  houses  s t a r t  a t
€74,000.

Bankia has some 3,000 holiday
h o m e s  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  2 , 0 0 0  o f
those on the coast. 

There are propert ies in Murcia
i n  t h e i r  r a n g e  s t a r t i n g  f r o m
€59,000.

S a b a d e l l  h a s  s o m e  4 , 0 0 0
homes to choose from, with new
and second-hand propert ies lo-
cated in Valencia, Andalucia and
Cataluña.

AROUND a third of all homes sold in
Spain are bought with cash, accord-
ing to data from the country’s Nation-
al Institute of Statistics.

The total number of homes sold in
Spain stood at 464,423 last year,
with some 310,096 mortgages grant-
ed. That places those purchased
without a mortgage at around 33.2
per cent.

Data from the General Council of
Notaries, a public legal body, placed
the total figure higher at 43.6 per
cent based on their own data.

Jose Manuel Perez, from the FM
Gestiona property company, said the
typical profi le of those buying in
cash were usually in their 50’s or
60’s buying houses worth €100,000
or less as investments.

A
Brits ‘off-the-grid’

in Andalucia

Cashing in

CITY DITCHED: Solar panels heat the property’s water supply. 
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Cut-price beach buys

MARIANO RAJOY has started his first
day back at his old job after leaving
office as the head of Spain’s govern-
ment.

The former Prime Minister, ousted in
a no confidence motion at the begin-
ning of June, has left Madrid behind,
for the Alicante Province, to work as a
property registrar. 

Rajoy was met by reporters and
photographers as he left his work-
place in Santa Pola following his first
day in the job. 

“I appreciate your presence. I know
that you think this is news and that’s
why you’re here.

“I don’t have much more to add to
what I have already said. I have retired
from politics and returned to where I
was before,” he told journalists.

The ex-prime minister took the high
speed train from Madrid and arrived
50 minutes late for his first day in the
post. He is currently staying in a hotel
and is set to work from 9am to 5pm.

Rajoy’s return to the post, his job be-
fore entering politics, comes as he re-
signed his seat in Spain’s parliament
and as the president of the conserva-

tive Partido Popular (PP). 
He is set to stay on in a caretaker

role at the PP until a new leader is
chosen but he has otherwise left poli-
tics behind. 

Francisco Riquelme has kept Ra-
joy’s seat warm in the office for the last
28 years since he left it to pursue a
political career.

Riquelme said he would get used to
the role ‘with ease’ because the for-
mer prime minister is an ‘intelligent
person.’ 

The work of a property registrar was
done on typewriters when Rajoy left
the post. Everything is now comput-
erised. 

First day back

NEW STARTER: Rajoy arrived in
Santa Pola to take up his new post.

By Gregory Kirby
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THE mayor of a northern Spanish
town has called on Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez to help return a
country home used by former dicta-
tor Francisco Franco’s family to pub-
lic ownership.

Benito Portela, the mayor of Sada,
said in a letter to Sanchez it was an
‘opportune’ moment to bring the Pa-
zo de Meiras into state hands. The
property, complete with a 16-acre
estate, recently went on the market
for €8 million. 

It comes as the prime minister has
flouted moving Franco’s body from
the controversial Valley of the Fallen
mausoleum and converting it into a
memorial to the f ight against fas-
cism.

Franco’s descendants continue to
use the property which was the dic-
tator’s summer residence, in the A
Coruña area, while he was in power.

The then Franco regime claimed
the house was donated by the peo-
ple of Galicia for the dictator’s use

following his victory in the Spanish
Civil War.

Historians have since claimed se-
nior A Coruña officials and business
leaders obliged locals to give up
some of their money to buy and ex-
pand the property for Franco.

Protestors stormed the country
home last year in protest against its
ownership by the Franco family last
year. One of them, Nestor Rego, said
it was a ‘scandal’ that the house was
still in the hands of the former dicta-
tor’s descendants.

Galicia officials declared the man-
sion a building of cultural and her-
itage interest in 2008, meaning it
must open its doors to the public for
four months every year.

Galician nationalist politicians criti-
cised the Franco foundation’s taking
over of the organising of the visits. 

The foundation, which supports
and promotes the dictator’s legacy,
was allegedly using the visits as a
way to defend Franco.

Franco
pile battle

GRANADA CITY has topped the list
of those with the highest increases in
the cost of newly-built homes in
2017, up from second place the pre-
vious year. 

The data, from Spain’s Develop-
ment Ministry, showed prices in the
city rose year on year by 17.8 per
cent.

Statistics stated the average price
of new builds rose by 2.3 per cent

last year when compared to 2016.
The ministry estimated the average
cost per square metre for new prop-
erties was €1,804 nationally.

Granada was followed in the rank-
ings by the cities of Bugos with a
16.8 per cent increase, Alicante with
15.5 per cent, Madrid, 9.5, Sevilla, 7
and Barcelona, 6.5. Cadiz registered
a 6 per cent increase, followed by
Murcia with 5.6 and Palma, 4.7.

CONTROVERSIAL: The mansion is on the market for €8 million.

New build prices rise
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Advertising Feature by  Next Stop Almeria Property of the week €235.000
euros

BENEFITTING from some of the
best uninterrupted views of the
Sierra Cabrera mountains, this
deceptively large property on
first visit is one that continues to
give and will not disappoint the
discerning viewer.

With an orange juice terrace on
the east side of the property over
to a sundowners gin and tonic
veranda on the west; and a roof
top solarium taking all day sun-
shine down to the private seclud-
ed swimming pool and garden.

This property really does have
everything covered. Entering the
plot via the gate it is hard to be-
lieve that there can be so much
property to discover within. Step-
ping up on to the covered veran-
da you take the first glimpse of
the views and enter the villa.

The villa comprises a large
central entrance hall of which
there is a bright and airy living
room with windows to three as-
pects taking the aforementioned
views, four bedrooms, two bath-

rooms and kitchen. 
The master bedroom is gener-

ous in size and has an en suite
bathroom with shower, bidet, toi-
let and basin. The second dou-
ble bedroom also has built-in
wardrobes whilst the third has
been utilised as a study / occa-
sional bedroom. 

The family bathroom is
equipped with a bath with show-
er over, bidet, toilet and basin
and the fully fitted kitchen with
electric hob, oven, extractor,

fridge freezer and dishwasher,
completes the listing for the in-
side of the property.

Stepping out of the kitchen
there is a terrace off which there
is a utility room housing the
washing machine and steps up
to the solarium and down to the
swimming pool and garden.

Going up to the large solari-
um, that is the footprint of the vil-
la, you find a covered pergola
with retractable sun shades that
create a wonderful al fresco din-

ing area. It is also a great area in
which to BBQ and top up not on-
ly the tan but also on the amaz-
ing views across the horizon.

Heading down to the garden
level you find the swimming pool
with Roman steps to one end.
Around the pool there is terrac-
ing, room for sun loungers and
also a feature octagonal pergola
and seating area that creates
another outside dining area.

Moving around the sides of
the property towards the front

you find a selection of fruit trees
and Mediterranean plants. The
front is part planted and laid with
shingle to create extra parking
space beyond that provided by
the drive and carport.

The villa has been the full time
home for the current owners and
maintained to a very high stan-
dard. It benefits from gas pow-
ered central heating, air condi-
tioning, mosquito screens,
ceiling fans, in fact everything
that makes a house a liveable
home in Spain! The gardens are
well established and carefully
planted to maximise on privacy
but not overbearingly so.

The asking price includes most
furniture and a full inventory can
be supplied on request. Howev-
er, the proposed inventory would
make the property key-ready for
a new owner to move in.

Contact: Next Stop Almeria on 
950 617 518 or 678 034 651

Email
paul@nextstopalmeria.com.

Detached villa with private pool

WONDERFUL PROPERTY: Has everything you would require, all under one roof.

ET us first give the
basic warning
when buying or
renting a Spanish

property. It goes like this: be-
lieve nothing, check everything!

When the buyer might hear
that everything is in order from
the seller or estate agent, it is
strongly advisable to seek inde-
pendent legal advice for peace
of mind. 

Even when there is not an
outstanding mortgage, or when
you are told that a property
measures x square metres,
check yourself or through your
own surveyor. When you hear
the terrace, pool, storage, base-
ment, bedroom is included in

the deal, check the plans and
double check with your solicitor. 

Any reputable seller will be
perfectly happy to have his of-
fers checked by an indepen-
dent lawyer. Spoken words do
not count when a property is for
sale.

We all are aware of the pres-
ence of illegal housing estates
where unwary buyers end up
having problems of unpaid tax-
es, unregistered title deeds,
and difficulty in obtaining mu-

nicipal services or building per-
mission.

Some properties are sold af-
ter many corners have been cut
to save costs both on the buy-
er’s side (by not using an inde-
pendent solicitor, for example),
and the constructor or seller’s
side. You could encounter the
following problems:

1. Lack of bank guarantee on
stage payments (off-plan).

2. Title deed and cadastral
problems (non-registered

deeds, measurements that do
not match with the real metres
on the house and land, etc).

3. Lack of project and licence
for the house.

4. Lack of 10 years’ structural
insurance certificate.

5. Lack of first occupation li-
cence.

6. Undervalued title deeds.
7. Lack of bulletins (certifica-

tions for electricians and
plumbers).

8. Infrastructure problems.

It is highly recommended to
employ an independent solici-
tor who will be working only for
you and look after your best in-
terests.

The right time to employ your
lawyer is before you commit
and pay any money out. The
tax implications are very impor-
tant and it is good for you to be
aware prior to signing any doc-
ument. Whether you buy an
apartment or house, decide to
rent a luxury villa, or agree to
buy an off-plan property, do not
forget to protect your money
with the right independent ad-
vice from your lawyer.

Let us take the worry away
and start enjoying Spain while
living here!

Call us on 965 489 737.

L
What to watch out for when buying a Spanish property

Keeping it legal By Pellicer & Heredia

KEY TO IT: Speak to an independent
lawyer before committing.
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HOSE who said video
games were just for chil-
dren have not been pay-
ing attention to a swathe

of new home decoration games. 
In the past decoration decisions

have been leaps in the dark, often
going terribly wrong, until now. 

A variety of onl ine decorat ion
games allow amateur and chic pro-
fessional decorators al ike to tr ial
their wacky ideas virtually before
committing them to hard-to-reverse
reality, according to Spanish media. 

“We have all fantasised about sit-
ting at a table in a beautiful dining
room of a mansion on the beach or
resting in a lounge created exclu-
sively for us,” Raquel Simon,
Madrid’s Esmadeco decorat ion
school’s academic director said.

“A tool that allows you to create
beautiful spaces and choose the fur-
niture to your liking, without having to
leave the house and invest real mon-
ey, can be very inspiring,”he added.

One such tool is Design Home, a
mobile game in which players re-
ceive specific decorative orders from
fictitious clients.

Example requests include creating
a minimalist living environment or a
Hawaiian-inspired beach terrace.

And the virtual decorator earns
money according to the design’s
popularity. 

The game has featured in recent
top download charts and video
game expert Javier Arevalo agreed
the creators did ‘an impeccable job’
in creating the app.

“The key was to follow a pattern
that has generated great success in
the past, that is a clear, easy-to-learn
product with quality components,”
Areval said. 

Also, i f  you are struggl ing to
choose between green or white sofa
or armchair, l iving room or office,
there are plenty of games to choose
from either on iOS or Android de-
vices. 

Swipe’s the limit!
APPY DAYS! A triangular prism house built on Home design 3D.

T
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VILLA YOLANDA (APF3475) is a
three bedroom country villa with a
9x5m pool, a large pool-side ca-
sita / sun lounge and a detached
garage with workshop, all set in a
plot of just over 1,100m2. 

This well presented villa is situ-
ated in a rural location within walk-
ing distance of the charming vil-
lage of Almanzora. The towns of
Albox and Cantoria which offer a
wider range of amenities can be
reached in around 10 minutes. 

The conservatory area to the
front has full height doors with fly
screens, allowing excellent air
flow. It offers ample space for a
dining table and chairs as well as
a more relaxed seating area.

Steps lead down to the side
conservatory which offers addi-
tional seating space, and to one
end is a separate area which
makes a fabulous breakfast room
with access to the rear garden
and pool area.

From the main conservatory,
the front door opens into a gener-
ously sized lounge with a ceiling
fan, hot and cold air conditioning,
and a feature corner fireplace
housing a state-of-the-art pellet

burner with remote control. 
The lounge is dual aspect cre-

ating a lovely bright room. An
archway leads from the lounge
through to a large kitchen which is
fully fitted with handmade oak
units offering ample storage, both
top and bottom. There are granite
work surfaces and kick-plates,
double butler style sinks, a gas
hob and an electric oven. 

A door off the lounge leads into
a family bathroom comprising a
bath with shower over and show-

er screen, WC, bidet and
pedestal basin. 

An archway from the lounge
leads into a hallway which gives
access to the three bedrooms.
The master bedroom is a spa-
cious room with air conditioning, a
ceiling fan and an en suite shower
room comprising large glazed
shower cubicle, WC, and
pedestal basin. 

Bedroom two is a double room
with a ceiling fan, and Bedroom
three is a small double / twin room.

The pool area is completely pri-
vate with beautiful views to the
mountains. The 9x5m tiled pool is
set in a large walled patio with
purpose-built benches along the
walls providing great spots for sit-
ting and sunbathing. The patio is
fitted with a lighting system which
creates an amazing blue hue!

To one side of the villa is a large
casita / sun lounge which makes
a perfect room for the winter
months or for entertaining, offering
plenty of space for both dining

and relaxing. The room has a
door leading out to the front gar-
den. To the other side of the pool
area is a utility room and cloak-
room with WC and basin for the
pool area. There is also a large
garage and workshop with a tiled
floor and electricity connected.

To the front of the garage is a
gravelled parking area with space
for several cars, and there is addi-
tional storage to the side. 

The villa benefits from an indus-
trial 175 litre water softener, along
with security cameras monitored
via the internet. 

For further information please
contact:

Almeria Property Finder
Avenida America S/N

(just up from Mercadona, opposite
Opticalia)

Albox, Almeria
Tel: 0034 950 431 624 /

950 715 695
Email: info@almeriaproperty

finder.com
Web: https://almeriaproperty

finder.com.
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ALAGA is at last
transforming itself
from a gritty transit
city on route to Cos-

ta del Sol holidaymaker
favourites into a sought-after
market for house buyers.  

The city used to be largely ig-
nored in favour of the more
popular Barcelona, Palma de
Mallorca and Marbella but is
now attracting growing number
of foreign property hunters.  

“Thirty years ago, Malaga
was bypassed by people
heading to Marbella but a new
mayor, Francisco de la Torre
Prados, has been transforming
it,” says Alex Radford, a solici-
tor in the area.

“The port area has now
opened up, the parks and gar-
dens are much improved.
Added to its 30-odd museums
and art galleries have been the
Museo Carmen Thyssen and
the Pompidou, an offshoot of the
Paris museum.”

Karen McNiven, is an NHS
manager from Glasgow and
one of Alex’s many international
clients.

She has bought a two-bed-
room flat near Plaza de la Con-

stitucion in the historical centre
which was heavily featured in
the recent National Geographic
biopic series about the life of
Pablo Picasso. 

“Offered for sale at €200,000,
I ended up getting it for
€150,000, which was a bit of a
bargain,” she said.

“It’s in a 452-year-old building
and every room has floor-to-ceil-
ing windows with Juliet bal-

conies. I just love it. I visit with
my partner Aidan at least twice
a month for long weekends, and
part of the appeal is that it still
feels very Spanish.” 

But it was not easy to find the
place because many are not
listed online and instead news
circulates by word-of-mouth be-
tween locals, she added.

Malaga’s market has always
been a bit closed, according to

James Vizetelly, an agent from
Affinity Humberts. 

Foreigners had been put off
by the lack of new builds in the
city which meant those on offer
were selling for even more than
in glitzy Marbella.

But international buyers have
become more interested in
Malaga’s apartments since de-
velopers started to refurbish old
buildings in the past year or so,

Vizetelly said. 
The going rate per square

foot is €242 but shoots up to
over €400 in the historical cen-
tre, 

“Buyers especially love being
in the old town, close to bars,
the port, the beaches,” accord-
ing to Mikaela Jonasson of
Fastighetsbyran estate agents. 

“Popular areas nearby are
Soho, the arty area, La Merced,
San Felipe Neri, La Goleta and
El Molinillo. Also, the areas east
of Malaga that are historically
the best neighbourhoods such
as Malagueta, Limonar, Cerra-
do de Calderon and Pedregale-
jo,” Mikaela Jonasson added.

Foreigners are particularly
fond of Malaga city’s location, a
mere 20-minute taxi ride from
the airport, as well as the bars
and restaurants being open until
later. 

“At almost any hour or day,
you can find wonderful places
to eat, from breakfast churros to
tapas and Michelin-starred
restaurants. Or beach chiringui-
tos at Malagueta beach, perfect
for eating freshly grilled fish with
the sand between your
toes,” according to the cookery
writer and teacher, Thane
Prince.

M
Living for the cityBy Gregory Kirby

IN FASHION: Tourists walking around Malaga’s historical centre.

Advertising Feature by  Almeria Property Finder Property of the week €225.000
eurosExclusive country villa

OUTSIDE LIVING: Perfect for spending time outdoors and enjoying the Spanish weather.
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• 2 Bedrooms
• 1 Bathroom

Price: 128,000€

• 3 Bedrooms
• 2 Bathrooms
• Communal Pool Price: 109,000€

• 3 Bedrooms
• 2 Bathrooms

• 2 Bedrooms
• 1 Bathroom

info@vipalmeria.com
www.vipalmeria.com

Price: 80,000€Price: 245,000€

Price: 499,000€ Price: 94,000€

With a database of over 8,000 people who expressed an interest in purchasing a property in Almeria, we may already have that buyer for you. 
The property sales market is very active, and it is common place that all agents want a vendor’s business. Many people feel comfortable knowing that we put ourselves in your 
shoes and will offer the benefits of what are advantages or disadvantages in a particular area. VIP Almeria are an Irish run company and 5 languages are spoken at our office as 

communication is important to us. When you become a VIP Almeria client, we work harder to produce targeted results and this is shown in our testimonials and referrals. 

Tel: +34 950472524
V.I.P Almería Paseo del Mediterráneo, 22b. 
Mojacar Playa 04638 - Almería.

• Mojacar Playa 

• Communal Pool
• Sea View

• 2 Bedrooms
• 1 Bathrooms

Price: 275,000€ Price: 360,000€
• 5 Bedrooms
• 4 bathrooms

Olympia
London 2018 Thank you to all the
staff and support at the show. 
It was excellent and a fantastic turnout.

Friday 2,001
Saturday 3,600
Sunday 2,900
Total - 8,500 people

We have booked a lot of appointments and lots of lovely people are coming to visit the area for their first time. 

What we have learnt is the average coastal apartment budget is 150,000 GBP, Townhouse 200,000 GBP and Villa 

400,000 GBP, there is a large demand for Inland Villas around Arboleas for 185,000 GBP.                  

If you are considering selling, please contact VIP Almeria.

249,950€

3 Bedrooms
2 Bathrooms
Roof Solarium 

• Lift 
• Private Pool

 • 2 Minute walk 
   to Beach

• Communal Pool
•  Excellent Location

•  Communal Pool
•  El Cantal Area

• Communal Indoor 
  and outdoor pools

• 2 Bedrooms
• 2 Bathrooms
• Resort Facilities

• Located in Las Marinas • 6 bedrooms
• 3 bathrooms

• Private pool

• VIP7468

NEW LISTINGG
• VIP7584 • VIP7549

Apartment in Mojacar PlayaApartment in Mojacar Playa

UNDER OFFER

• VIPXXXX j
• VIP7586

Triplex in Mojacar

NEW LISTING

Penthouse in Vera Playa

NEW LISTING

VIP7562
Cortijo in Mojacar

UNDER OFFER
•••••• VVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIIP7P7P7P7P7P7P7P7P7P7P7P7P7P77466464646464646464646464444 888888888888

Villa in Mojacar
• VIP7447

Apartment in Mojacar Pueblo Villa in Mojacar
• VIP7588

UNDER OFFER

Newly ListedVilla in Agua Nueva, Turre

• VIP7568

• VIP7579

VIP7593

URGENTLY REQUIRE 
PROPERTIES IN ALL 

COASTAL AREAS 
BETWEEN MOJACAR 
AND SAN JUAN DUE 
TO CLIENT DEMAND. 
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AIRBNB rentals continue to be
a contentious topic in
Barcelona, as the tourism min-
ister, Agusti Colom, continues
to pressure the holiday rental
giant into concessions.

Colom recently announced
the website will collaborate with
authorities through an anti-
tourism fraud platform. 

It joins other sector heavy-
weights like Booking, TripAdvi-
sor, Rentalia and Homeaway in
the move. 

The rental hub has pledged
to remove 2,577 unlicensed
listings, share user data with
the council and introduce a tool
to prevent future illicit lets in the
region. 

And the holiday rental giant
launched a #LoveBarcelona
video campaign which featured
local hosts celebrating welcom-
ing newcomers into their homes
and to the city. 

It was a marketing plea to
boost the firm’s image which
has been severely tarnished for
allegedly making city rentals in-
accessible for locals. 

Strolling down some of

Barcelona’s more touristy
neighbourhoods like Gracia
and Poblenou passers-by will
see balconies branded with
flags slating the rental firm. 

Residents claim Airbnb caus-
es speculative property mar-
kets, with houses being
bagged by investors using
them to rake in expensive

tourist rates. 
But the firm disagrees on the

extent of the impact. 
In fact, it takes credit for a €1

billion influx its clients allegedly
bring to Cataluña’s capital. 

It also claimed some 80 per
cent of the 18,531 Barcelona
homes on offer are the owner’s
sole property. 

And it said more than half of
lets are made by ‘home sharers’
renting out single rooms to help
pay the bills.

City council inspectors do not
see it that way. 

Their job is to sniff out ille-
gal holiday lets aided by a
dedicated hotl ine through
which locals can report sus-

pected law breakers.  
So far, the council has hand-

ed out 3,000 fines and 2,200
rental ending orders. 

It also fined the website
€600,000 in 2016 for placing
unlicenced properties online,
but it has yet to pay up. 

“All we ask is that Airbnb
obeys the law,” Janet Sanz, the
housing councillor said. 

“Often when they say they
want to negotiate, what they’re
really asking is to break the
law, but that’s not negotiable,”
she added.

Airbnb will not roll over lightly
and is lobbying the European
Union in Brussels to override
local legislation.

But according to Jaime
Palomera of the Tenants’ Union,
Barcelona households spend
on average 45 per cent of their
income on rents. 

It means “if they get into fi-
nancial difficulties, they end up
in the street,” he added. 

And with locals walking such
a tightrope, it is unlikely citizen’s
pressure on Airbnb is due to let
up any time soon.

Barcelona bashes online rentals

BATTLE: Tourism minister Agusti Colom discussing social cohesion.

FRIDGE OF THE FUTURE: Samsung want their family hub to revolutionise the home.
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A WEAK British housing market and falls
in mortgage interest rates look set to
boost the position of expatriates wanting
to invest in property in the country this
summer.

Lenders have reportedly begun cutting
rates and administration charges for
British buyers living overseas. 

The spectre of a rise in Britain’s base
interest rate coinciding with this could
see costs go up for those stil l in the
country, according to a mortgage broker.

Guy Stephenson, a spokesperson for
Offshoreonline.org which offers advice
on European mortgages, said lower de-
mand for property in Britain could also
benefit overseas buyers.

“Lenders will have the ability to trim
margins as and when Britain’s base rates
do rise. The impact on borrowers will be
softened,” he said.

Expatriate buy to let variable rate loans
are available from 2.89 per cent while
two year fixed rates currently start at
around 3.19 per cent. Five year fixed
rates stand at about 4.19 per cent, ac-
cording to reports. 

SAMSUMG’S latest fridge release
is the South Korean tech giant’s at-
tempt to bring the chilly device into
the spotlight of domestic life. 

The fancy fridge has a wi-fi con-
nection allowing owners to read the
latest news headlines when reach-
ing for their morning milk.

The tech wonders don’t  stop
there. 

Three interior cameras take snaps of the contents,
sending them to owners’ mobiles or tablets so they

can plan shopping from outside
the home. 

And it even boasts a tablet-
like screen which synchronises
with video streaming so those
hooked on TV are not interrupt-
ed when topping up drinks or
grabbing a snack. 

But, the ‘family hub’s’ novelty
is the reminders homeowners can set, allowing them
to manually input expiration dates to later receive no-
tification before perishables go off. 

Expat 
boost

Chill
factor



28 June - 4 July 2018 EWNPROPERTY SPECIAL www.euroweeklynews.com 49Currencies DirectCurrencies Direct
Let’s talk currency

Sponsored bySponsored by



28 June - 4 July 2018EWN www.euroweeklynews.com PROPERTY SPECIAL50 Currencies DirectCurrencies Direct
Let’s talk currency

Sponsored bySponsored by

SPAIN’S legendary
Canfranc train station is
due to be refurbished
and part of it converted
into a five-star hotel. 

Canfranc - which
used to link France and
Spain - was the most
important train station
to be bui l t  in the f i rst
half of the 20th century. 

King Alfonso XIII in-
augurated Canfranc in
1928 but the 40’s saw
the station’s peak years
of activity. 

The once internation-
al stat ion - nest led
amid the Spanish Pyre-
nees and close to the

French border - was as
an important strategic
resistance point during
the Second World War. 

Europe’s last dicta-
tor,  General Franco,
blocked off the tunnel
during the Spanish
Civi l  War to prevent
arms smuggling from
France.

In 1970, international
connections were dis-
continued after a de-
rai led train made the
L'Estanguet bridge, on
the French side of the
border, unusable.

A joint Acciona Con-
struccion and Avintia
team will undertake the
remodel ing of the

Huesca municipal i ty
station. 

The transformed hub
wil l  include a new
three-way passenger
terminal and two-way
freight equivalent. 

The station’s distinc-
t ive main bui lding is
l isted as an Asset of
Cultural  Interest on

Spain’s heritage regis-
ter and will be convert-
ed to house a five-star
hotel. 

Avinitia’s president,
Antonio Martin, said the
project was a ‘mi le-
stone’ in the company’s
trajectory, despite hav-
ing completed similarly
unique developments

in Valencia and
Barcelona. 

The project wil l “re-
vive an emblematic
space in the region and
in Spain’s transport his-
tory,” Jaime Molina, Ac-
ciona Construccion di-
rector, said.

The global infrastruc-
ture, water and renew-

ables company has a
pedigree in remodel-
ling historical sights.

I t  has worked on
Madrid’s the National
Archaeological Muse-
um (MAN), Sao Paulo’s
Jul io Prestes rai lway
stat ion as wel l  as
Madrid’s Palace hotel,
which is still underway. 

Station
gets

makeover
By Gregory Kirby

SECOND WIND: International railway station Canfranc (Huesca).
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THE percentage of Spanish households living in rentals rose to 16.9 per cent
last year, the highest figure on record according to official data.

The National Institute of Statistics (INE) found the share of total households
living in a property they own fell to 76.7 per cent last year, the lowest recorded.

The data stated the number of those who own their own home has fallen by
2.9 per cent since the start of the financial crisis in 2008. The share of total
households in their own homes stood at 79.6 per cent that year.

The percentage of those renting has climbed during the same period by 2.7
per cent, up from 14.2 per cent in 2008.

The INE’s statistics also found home ownership was more common among
men, while those who rented were more often women. The over 65’s tended to
own their home while those between 16 and 29 typically rented.

PROPTECH, the
emerging tech-
nology-based re-
al estate sector,
is embedding it-
self in the indus-
try with more than
200 Spanish star-
tups now in oper-
ation.

The forward-thinking proptech firms
slid in after the brick-building bubble
popped in 2007, with market leaders
including Housers, Housfy, Spota-
home, Prontopiso, Tiko and Housell.

Some 60 companies and 1,300 pro-
fessional visitors attended the Real Es-
tate Property Agents’ (API) new tech-
nology fair in Barcelona last month. 

All types of technological firms

showed up includ-
ing from big data,
3D construction,
management plat-
forms, peer to
peer, fintec and
drone sectors. 

“A festival like
this is necessary,

it is the future of the real estate sec-
tor,” said Francisco Moran, president
of Compropiso property selling start-
up. 

Proptech is “revolutionizing the real
estate sector and cutting production
costs,” Moran added.

More than 4,000 jobs were born to
Proptech companies in Spain within
just five years, according to Idealista,
a rental platform app.

Renting at historic highs

The
‘Proptech’
revolution
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6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News at Six
7:30pm BBC London News
8:00pm Fake Britain
8:30pm Orkney: When the 

Boat Comes In
9:00pm Eat Well for Less
10:00pm Celebrities on the NHS 

Frontline
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:30pm BBC London News

5:15pm Flog It!
6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News at Six
7:30pm BBC London News
8:00pm DIY SOS the Big Build
9:00pm EastEnders
9:30pm Room 101
10:00pm EastEnders
10:30pm Our Friend Victoria
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:25pm BBC London News

3:45pm Match of the Day Live Japan 
vs Poland

6:00pm Tennis
7:30pm Richard Osman's House of 

Games
8:00pm How the NHS Changed Our 

World
8:30pm Britain's Best Junior Doctors
9:00pm The Family Farm
10:00pm Japan's Secret Shame
11:00pm Mock the Week

7:00pm Richard Osman's House 
of Games

7:30pm Curious Creatures
8:00pm How the NHS Changed 

Our World
8:30pm Britain's Best Junior 

Doctors
9:00pm Gardeners' World
10:00pm The Bridge
11:00pm Frankie Boyle's New 

World Order

6:00pm Come Dine with Me
6:30pm The Posh Frock Shop
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm George Clarke's 

Amazing Spaces
10:00pm The Crystal Maze
11:00pm The Last Leg
12:00am The Big Narstie Show
1:05am Stath Lets Flats

4:15pm Jesse Stone: Sea Change
6:00pm 5 News at 5
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm Arctic Icebreakers
9:00pm Building Britain's Canals
10:00pm Cruising with Jane 

McDonald
11:00pm Dale Winton's 

Florida Fly Drive

10:30am Live European Tour 
Golf

8:30pm Live Super League
11:30pm Live PGA Tour Golf
1:00am Live Us Senior Open
3:00am Sky Sports News
4:00am Sky Sports News
5:00am Sky Sports News

3:30pm Match of the Day Live
6:10pm Money for Nothing
7:10pm BBC News
7:20pm Regional News
7:25pm Weather
7:30pm Match of the Day Live
10:15pm Mrs. Brown's Boys
10:45pm BBC News
11:00pm Weather
11:05pm Little Fockers
12:35am Match of the Day

7:00pm Managing England: The 
Impossible Job

8:00pm Coastal Path
8:30pm Dad's Army
9:00pm NHS: To Provide All 

People
10:00pm Eric Clapton: Life in 

12 Bars
12:05am Sex and Drugs and 

Rock and Roll
1:55am Mea Culpa

11:55am F1: Grand Prix Practice 3 
Live

1:25pm F1: Grand Prix
1:55pm F1: Grand Prix Qualifying 

Live
4:45pm A Place in the Sun
5:45pm Escape to the Chateau 

DIY
6:50pm Channel 4 News
7:20pm Titanic
11:00pm Taken 2

7:00pm Blind Date
8:00pm Karen Carpenter: 

Goodbye to Love
10:00pm Carpenters: Their 

Greatest Hits
11:00pm The Michael 

Mcintyre Story
12:30am Michael Mcintyre: 

Live at the Comedy 
Store

1:00am Super Casino

10:00am Good Morning 
Sports Fans

11:00am Sky Sports News
11:30am Live Rl One Day Cup 

Final
8:00pm Live GAA
10:00pm Live PGA Tour Golf
12:00am Live Us Senior Open
3:00am Sky Sports News
4:00am Sky Sports News
5:00am Sky Sports News

2:30pm Songs of Praise
3:05pm The Silent Child
3:30pm Match of the Day Live
6:10pm BBC News
6:20pm Regional News
6:25pm Weather
6:30pm Countryfile
7:30pm Match of the Day Live
10:10pm Poldark
11:10pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News

2:00pm Athletics
6:00pm Flog It!
6:30pm Into the Woods: Stage to 

Screen
8:30pm Mortimer and 

Whitehouse: Gone Fishing
9:00pm Russia with Simon Reeve
10:00pm The Misadventures of 

Romesh Ranganathan
11:00pm The Fourth Estate
12:00am Best of Glastonbury 2017

2:00pm F1: Grand Prix Live Build Up
2:40pm F1: Grand Prix Live
5:30pm F1: Grand Prix Live Reaction
6:30pm Bang on Budget
7:30pm Channel 4 News
8:00pm Escape to the Chateau
9:00pm Bake Off: The Professionals
10:00pm The Handmaid's Tale
11:15pm Night and Day

Walter Presents.
12:20am Alien

2:50pm Can't Pay? We'll Take it 
Away!

3:50pm Can't Pay? We'll Take it 
Away!

4:50pm Bewitched
6:55pm Bride Wars
8:25pm 5 News
8:30pm Dirty Dancing: Making Movie

Magic
10:00pm Dirty Dancing
12:05am The Best of Me

2:30pm Live Austrian F1 GP: 
On the Grid

3:05pm Live Austrian F1 
Grand Prix

5:30pm Live Women's T20 Tri 
Series Final

7:00pm Live PGA Tour Golf 
Final Round

12:30am Live Us Senior Open
3:00am Sky Sports News
4:00am Sky Sports News

2:30pm Regional News
2:45pm Wimbledon 2018
3:30pm Match of the Day Live
6:10pm Wimbledon 2018
7:00pm BBC News
7:15pm Regional News
7:30pm Match of the Day Live
10:10pm EastEnders
10:40pm Room 101
11:10pm BBC News
11:40pm Regional News

9:30pm Today at Wimbledon
10:30pm Versailles
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather
12:15am Japan's Secret Shame
1:15am Exposed
1:45am Countryfile
2:40am Back to the Land 

with Kate Humble
3:40am This is BBC Two

6:30pm The Posh Frock Shop
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Jamie's Quick and 

Easy Food
9:30pm Food Unwrapped
10:00pm 24 Hours in Police 

Custody
11:00pm Inside the American 

Embassy

8:10am The Super League Show
9:00am Super Powered Squirrels
10:00am Victoria Derbyshire
12:00pm The Daily Politics
12:30pm Wimbledon 2018
9:30pm Today at Wimbledon
10:30pm Rhs: Hampton Court 

Palace Flower Show
11:00pm QI
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather

5:00pm The £100k Drop
6:00pm Come Dine with Me
6:30pm The Posh Frock Shop
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Ackley Bridge
10:00pm Bride and Prejudice
11:00pm 999: What's Your 

Emergency?
12:00am 24 Hours in A and E

6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News
8:00pm Shop Smart: Save 

Money
9:00pm The Dog Rescuers 

with Alan Davies
10:00pm The Hotel Inspector
11:00pm The Boy with Giant Hands
12:05am Little Divas: Tantrums 

and Tiaras

11:00am Sky Sports News
12:00pm Sky Sports News
1:00pm Sky Sports News
2:00pm Sky Sports News
3:00pm Sky Sports News
4:00pm Sky Sports News
5:00pm Sky Sports News
6:00pm Cricket
10:00pm Sky Sports Tonight
11:00pm Sky Sports News at Ten
12:00am Sky Sports News

7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm Panorama
8:30pm The Street Food Servants
9:00pm DIY SOS the Big Build
10:00pm Death in Paradise
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm Barry Davies: The Man, 

the Voice, the Legend
12:30am Reggie Yates' 

Extreme Russia

9:00am See Hear
9:30am Britain in Bloom
10:00am Victoria Derbyshire
12:00pm BBC Newsroom Live
12:30pm The Daily Politics
2:00pm Wimbledon 2018
9:30pm Today at Wimbledon
10:30pm Rhs: Hampton Court 

Palace Flower Show
11:00pm Mortimer and Whitehouse: 

Gone Fishing
11:30pm Newsnight

3:10pm Countdown
4:00pm A Place in the Sun
5:00pm The £100k Drop
6:00pm Come Dine with Me
6:30pm The Posh Frock Shop
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Great Rail Restorations 

with Peter Snow
10:00pm 24 Hours in a and e
11:00pm Stath Lets Flats

6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm The NHS at 70: A 5 

News Tonight Special
8:00pm The Dog Rescuers 

with Alan Davies
8:55pm Welcome to Paramount 

Network
9:00pm The Highland Midwife
10:00pm Secrets of the National 

Trust with Alan 
Titchmarsh

3:00pm Sky Sports News
4:00pm Sky Sports News
5:00pm Sky Sports News
6:00pm Sky Sports News at 5
7:00pm Cricket
10:45pm Best of the 2017 Blast
11:00pm Sky Sports News at Ten
12:00am Sky Sports News
1:00am Sky Sports News
2:00am Sky Sports News
3:00am Sky Sports News
4:00am Football Years

9:00am Good Morning 
Sports Fans

10:00am Good Morning 
Sports Fans

10:30am Live European Tour 
Golf

6:30pm Cricket
10:00pm Live PGA Tour Golf
1:00am Live Us Senior Open
3:00am Sky Sports News
4:00am Sky Sports News

6:00pm 5 News at 5
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm The Wonderful 

World of Puppies
9:00pm Get a Holiday Body: 

Lose a Stone in Four 
Weeks

10:00pm Parker
11:00pm 5 News

4:00pm A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun

5:00pm The £100k Drop
6:00pm Come Dine with Me
6:30pm The Posh Frock Shop
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Supershoppers
10:00pm Humans
11:00pm First Dates

28
JUNE

29
JUNE

30
JUNE

1
JULY

2
JULY

3
JULY

4
JULY

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

The schedules for the television programme pages are provided by an external company: we regret that any changes or errors are not the responsibility of Euro Weekly News.

3:00pm Judge Rinder's Crime 
Stories

4:00pm Tenable
5:00pm Tipping Point
6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm ITV News London
7:05pm ITV Evening News
7:15pm FIFA World Cup 2018: 

England v Belgium
10:15pm Good Evening Britain
11:15pm ITV News

6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm ITV News London
7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm James Martin's 

American Adventure
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm Lethal Weapon
11:00pm ITV News at Ten and 

Weather

3:30pm FIFA World Cup 
2018: Round of 16

6:15pm Catchphrase
7:00pm ITV Evening News
7:15pm Regional News and 

Weather
7:30pm FIFA World Cup 

2018: Round of 16
10:15pm Bear's Mission with 

Anthony Joshua
11:00pm ITV News

2:30pm To be Announced
3:30pm FIFA World Cup 

2018: Round of 16
6:15pm Catchphrase
7:00pm ITV Evening News
7:15pm Regional News and 

Weather
7:30pm FIFA World Cup 

2018: Round of 16
10:15pm Caught on Camera
11:00pm ITV News

6:15pm Catchphrase
7:00pm Regional News and 

Weather
7:15pm ITV Evening News
7:30pm FIFA World Cup 

2018: Round of 16
10:15pm David Walliams 

Presents...Return of 
Alright on the Night

11:00pm ITV News at Ten and 
Weather

5:00pm Tipping Point
6:15pm Catchphrase
7:00pm Regional News and Weather
7:15pm ITV Evening News
7:30pm FIFA World Cup 

2018: Round of 16
10:15pm David Walliams Presents... 

Revenge of Alright on the 
Night

11:00pm ITV News at Ten and 
Weather

7:00pm Regional News and 
Weather

7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Paul O'grady: For 

the Love of Dogs
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm The Big NHS Singalong 

Live
11:00pm ITV News at Ten and 

Weather

2:45pm Neighbours
3:15pm Cagney and Lacey
4:15pm The Killer Nurse
6:00pm 5 News
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News
8:00pm Moto GP Highlights
9:00pm The Yorkshire Vet
10:00pm Hercules
11:55pm Fights, Camera, Action

2:00pm Sky Sports News
3:00pm Sky Sports News
4:00pm Sky Sports News
5:00pm Sky Sports News
6:00pm Sky Sports News at 5
7:00pm Sky Sports News at 6
8:00pm Sky Sports Tonight
9:00pm Sky Sports Tonight
10:00pm Sky Sports Tonight
11:00pm Sky Sports News at Ten
12:00am Sky Sports News

2:00pm BBC News
2:30pm Regional News
2:45pm Wimbledon 2018
3:30pm Match of the Day Live
6:10pm Wimbledon 2018
7:00pm BBC News
7:15pm Regional News
7:30pm Match of the Day Live
10:10pm Our Girl
11:10pm BBC News
11:40pm Regional News
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H A R RY H I L L h a s  y e t  a n o t h e r  n e w
show on the way - this t ime, however,
he  i s  t r ad ing  pane l  shows  and  funny
clips for a sitcom on BBC One. 

The comedian is lining up a new pro-
g ramme -  cu r ren t ly  t i t l ed  The  Har ry
H i l l  S i t c o m  -  w i t h  a  p i l o t  d u e  t o  b e
filmed next month, according to Broad-
cast. 

However, even more excitingly, Jen-
nifer Saunders is set to play his mother
(despite being only six years older than
Harry in real life).

Producers are dubbing it a ‘brilliantly
mad s tory. . .  wi th  an  a l l -s tar  cas t , ’ so
hopefully that  means more big names

will be added in due course. 
Harry recent ly  wrapped up the  sec-

ond series of his ITV show Harry Hill’s
A l i e n  F u n  C a p s u l e ,  w h i c h  f e a t u r e d
guests such as the X Factor’s (now for-
mer  j udge )  Lou i s  Wa l sh ,  She r lock ’s
Una Stubbs, and Strictly Come Dancing
stars Anita Rani and Chizzy Akudolu. 

A n d  t h a t ’s  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  H a r r y ’s
other TV projects, such as Harry Hill’s
Tea Time on Sky and the ever-popular
You’ve Been Framed!. 

Richard Shanley

OF EUROPA DIGITAL

Dishing the Dirt

Harry Hill leads BBC One sitcom 
- surprise star plays his mother

If you would like me to answer any questions you may have on satellite TV or to expand on anything I have written about please call me on 678 332 815 or email richard@
europa-digital.com. I look forward to your comments and questions. Don’t forget to listen to my radio show every weekday from 10am on Spectrum 96.1 and 106.8FM, now cov-
ering almost 3,000sq kms of Costa Almeria and Calida or listen online at costaalmeria.spectrumfm.net for the latest news and views from the world of satellite television.

HARRY HILL: More laughs ahead in
‘brilliantly mad’ sitcom with an all star
cast.
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Letters should be emailed to yoursay@euroweeklynews.com or make your comments on
our website: www.euroweeklynews.com 

Views expressed and opinions given are not necessarily those of the EWN publishers. 
No responsibility is accepted for accuracy of information, errors, omissions or statements. 

YOUR PAPER - YOUR VOICE - YOUR OPINION

WHEN we came to live permanently in
this wonderful city of Benidorm some
four years ago there were several city
council employed road sweepers and
cleaners patrolling and cleaning the pave-
ments every day.

They managed, against the odds, to do
a good job of clearing up after thoughtless
visitors, and indeed some locals who de-
posit their unwanted rubbish anywhere
except the provided bins. I won’t go into
disgusting dog owners who allow their
dogs to foul the pavements in every area,
every night. 

Just recently there has been a distinct
lack of road sweepers and cleaners and
when on my walks around numerous
parts of Benidorm I’ve noticed a build-up
of litter including plastic bags, discarded
cigarette packets, empty beer cans, nu-
merous designs of leaflets, half empty
plastic beer glasses and loads of dog
mess. 

Has the local council dismissed the
men/women who sweep our streets? The
whole city of Benidorm is looking shab-
by and smells from the bins, especially
the bottle banks, is horrendous since the

weather is getting hotter by the day. Now
that Egypt, Tunisia and Turkey are offer-
ing cheap holidays to entice tourists back
it is doubly important to offer our great
city as a more affordable, cleaner place to
visit.

Steve Mangan, Benidorm

Toll road rip off
WE decided to take a trip to Gibraltar via
the toll road last week.

Although we have used this road sev-
eral times before and although it is never
busy on this occasion we only came
across a few cars, however after paying
all three tolls we understood why. The to-
tal cost was €15.90 therefore the round
trip was €31.80.

When is somebody going to do some-
thing about this total rip off?

Les, Torreblanca, Fuengirola

Editor’s note: The prices on that sec-
tion of the motorway increase by around
50 per cent from June 1 to the end of
September every year.

Seeking advice
MY family and I lived and worked in
Spain for 17 years and came back in
2012. 

We had nominas and autominos em-
ployment. Can anyone help me to find
out if I can get a presupuesto/estimate of
what pensions entitlements we can ex-
pect, based upon the contributions to the
system we made? I have look on the so-
cial security website without success.

Philip Shaw, Back in Spain

Great work
PLEASE thank David Noon for his great
article on Spain’s cycling and walking
network. Here in Mojacar we used to
have a great walking network linking the
various cortijos in the Sierra Cabrera
Mountains. A map of the tracks resem-
bled the London tube map.

In September 2012 we had the mother
of all storms. A lot of the tracks were
damaged but we can’t get to repair them
because the dirt road to the starting points
needs a JCB to clear it. 

We have been asking the town hall for
this work to be carried out but after six
years, nothing has been done. It seems
that a lot of areas in Spain promote hiking
but not Mojacar.

Roger Page, Mojacar Playa

All letters by email or post should carry the writer’s address, NIE and
contact number though only the name and town will be published.  

Readers who have missed correspondence can see all letters - which can
be edited before publication - posted on:  www.euroweeklynews.com.

Marbella mayor
thanks EWN
for support

HAVE YOUR SAY

Dear David and Mandy,
Sorry to hear your story which is worse than ours.
We too have had similar problems during f ive
years in Alfaz del Pi. We were helped by ‘Somos
Gos’ which is an animal defender association. We
also asked for help from a political party which is
in  the oppos i t ion as  wel l  as  ‘E l  Defensor  de l
Pueblo’ and el ‘Sindic de Greuges’ although these
two last ones will tell the Ayuntamiento what to
do but have no authority to oblige them to exe-
cute the rules and regulations. If all of this doesn’t
work you’ll have to take a lawyer and bring this
case into justice.
I hope that with these little advices you’ll be able
to improve the situation. Good luck! 

Berger Micheline

If he has no licence how come they can’t take ac-
tion and take thr animals to a proper sanctuary. 

Pat Ward

This is typical of most of the councils always ex-
cuses. This needs sorting.                                                 

Colin Carter 

Hopefully these animals can either be released
back into the wild or given to local zoos who can
look after them properly.   

Zara Mária

Magaluf clamps down on
boozy Brits
Apparently brought this into Marbella. We will wait
and see if it’s enforced. Nothing worse than in a
cafe/restaurant away from the beach and sweaty
bodies on seats.   

Norma Bell

Yes, couldn't agree more, but the last yobs I saw a
video of were Netherlanders. I hope this applies to
all yobs and hooligans no matter what their na-
tionality.                                         

Sandra Lyons

Well done but double the fine for the 2nd time. Hit them
in the pocket.                        

Bob Saunders 

Good, it’s time they behaved and stopped making all re-
spectable Brits tarred with the same brush.        

Rhoda Johnson 

Alan Sugar in race storm
It’s funny, crazy that we have to think about every word
we say. The Senegal guys around here are brilliant, polite,
not pushy and always smiling. What he said is meant
with zero harm on any of them. I’m sure they would
have a laugh about it as well. The world has gone
bonkers!

Deb Morgan

Unfunny. Try saying something about the Israeli team to
him and see what response you get. He can’t have it
both ways.                          

Suz Roffe

Spain to scrap toll road fees
I have no problem paying the toll on the Costa del Sol AP-7
autopista to avoid congestion, but i absolutely disagree with
adding a ‘special’ tariff for four months of the year that nearly
doubles the cost of using it. Surely when the summer is here
and there are many more cars, they should be encouraging
motorists to stay off the A7 which causes congestion through
the towns, but no they do the complete opposite.                          

Leigh Hobson

The town hall of Marbella need to put pressure on the
government to scrap or at least reduce toll road fees by
at least 50 percent. Help reduce the traffic problems we
have.                                                

Giovanni Messina 

Comments from
EWN online

Brit expat living next to ‘illegal zoo’ 

AS mayor of Marbella, I want to
thank you for attending the meeting
we recently held with representatives
of the international resident commu-
nity at Adolfo Suarez Congress Hall. 

It was undoubtedly a very construc-
tive meeting in which we outlined the
main policies that the city council is
going to undertake and also where we
became aware of your main demands
and suggestions, with the aim of con-
tinuing to offer a service that matches
your needs.

Marbella is a meeting point for 143
nationalities. This is a challenge, an
asset and an added value to any city.
We want you to be a relevant part of
our city and to feel that its manage-
ment is something of your interest and
competence. We would also like to
take advantage of your experience

THANKYOU: Mayor Muñoz chaired the meeting.

Disappointed with the state of cleanliness
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and share your traditions and customs, which I’m sure will make our city
richer.  

That’s why I encourage you to continue collaborating with the city
council in order to continue building a great Marbella. You can visit our
municipal website to look up all the relevant information about our city,
but you also have at your disposal the new facilities of International Resi-
dents Department, located at the Congress Hall, where you will always
find its doors open for you. 

Ängeles Muñoz Uriol, mayor of Marbella
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Each number in the Code Breaker grid represents a different letter of the
alphabet. In this week’s puzzle, 5 represents B and 26 represents R, so fill in

B every time the figure 5 appears and R every time the figure 26 appears.
Now, using your knowledge of the English language, work out which letters

should go in the missing squares. As you discover the letters, fill in other
squares with the same number in the main grid and the control grid.

English - Spanish

Code Breaker

Quick

Across
1 Spoon (7)
4 Cloth (for cleaning) (5)
7 Empinado (cuesta) (5)
9 Reign (7)

10 Interest (7)
11 Oven (5)
12 Pink (colour) (6)
14 Brakes (automobile) (6)
18 Pears (5)
20 Handcuffs (7)
22 Promedio (7)
23 Mancha (de aceite, pintura, etc) (5)
24 Monk (5)
25 Wealth (7)

Down
1 Cajero (7)
2 Pecho (5)
3 A través de (6)
4 Muslo (5)
5 Scorpion (7)
6 Autumn (5)
8 Wall (interior) (5)

13 Cirujano (7)
15 Cuerdas (gruesas) (5)
16 Sixty (7)
17 To quarrel (6)
18 Salmo (5)
19 Vergüenza (5)
21 Pala (para cavar) (5)

Cryptic

Gateshead (7)
7 Trap some veteran sneaking up

inside (7)
8 Cared terribly for a tree (5)

13 Type of transport wanted by
conciliation agency in the capital (7)

14 Love on night shift (7)

16 European country changed its aura
(7)

17 Tranquil time for a top gym
instructor (5)

19 Nobel is a rebellious aristocrat (5)
21 First man's US president (5)
22 Steer away from pines, say (5)

Across
1 Distinguish oneself (5)
4 Complete disorder and confusion (5)
7 Preserve of crushed fruit (3)
8 Surgical knife (7)
9 Period of time (4)

10 Knitted garment (6)
13 Children's playground device (6)
14 Utter obscenities (4)
17 No longer active in your work (7)
19 Saloon (3)
20 Appeal or request earnestly (5)
21 Before the appointed time (5)

Down
1 Take pleasure or delight in (5)
2 Examine and note the similarities or

differences of (7)
3 Beat severely with a whip or rod (4)
4 Ends (6)
5 Venomous snake (3)
6 Foolish, stupid (5)

11 Be asleep (7)
12 Excluded (6)
13 Abandon (5)
15 Abandoned pet (5)
16 Not in action or at work (4)
18 One of the digits of the foot (3)

Across
1 Sturdy old boy in reddish-brown

(6)
4 Give up work and go to bed (6)
9 Notice a wild flower (7)

10 Obscene number (5)
11 Danes make this type of car (5)
12 Cream Eric advertised in the

States (7)
13 French city girl into Christian

Science (6)
15 In the middle of Manhattan,

Glenda Jackson is in a mess (6)
18 Possibly reunite the entourage

(7)
20 Elegant and stylish like Sting

(5)
23 Go up and get caught on

branch of tree (5)
24 Devastation of old horse in care

(7)
25 Small seal sounds like small

swan (6)
26 Hesitates to use spa turbulence

(6)

Down
1 Ways in which a Greek island

may be heard (5)
2 Children meditate moodily (5)
3 Many nieces reconsidered area

of study (7)
5 Wild glee when trapping a bird

of prey (5)
6 Household chore for one man in
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION FACING PAGE

The clues are mixed, some
clues are in Spanish and
some are in English.
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Kakuro
How many English words of four letters or
more can you make from the nine letters in
our Nonagram puzzle? Each letter may be
used only once (unless the letter appears
twice). Each word MUST CONTAIN THE

CENTRE LETTER (in this case D) and there
must be AT LEAST ONE NINE LETTER

WORD. Plurals, vulgarities or proper nouns
are not allowed.

• Average: 7
• Good: 10

• Very good: 14
• Excellent: 18

TARGET: 

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

dint dirt doth grit grot hint into nowt riot thin ting tiro tong tori torn town trig trio
trod trow twig twin whit with wont wort writ dhoti dight droit girth griot ingot intro
night nitro north right thing third thong thorn throw tigon width wight worth wroth
doting godwit growth righto throng thrown towing trigon wright trowing ingrowth
throwing DOWNRIGHT 

Saturday June 23

IRISH LOTTO

Thursday June 21

Saturday June 23

LA PRIMITIVA

EL GORDO DE
LA PRIMITIVA

Sunday June 24

UK NATIONAL
LOTTERY

Saturday June 23

Friday June 22

Tuesday June 19

EURO MILLIONS

1 10 15

25
53

31 47

BONUS BALL

7

BONUS BALL

4 6 12

20
21

40 43

BONUS BALL

1 12 34

38 46 48

7 19 26

42

4

950

BONUS BALL

7 8 17

24 49

14 25 39

41

2

844

BONUS BALL

36

5

BONUS BALL

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Sudoku

Nonagram

LOTTERY

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

1 Postman, 5 Until, 8 Sails, 9 Referee,
10 Sordo, 11 Truco, 12 Oscuro,
14 Scrape, 18 Pearl, 20 Apodo,
22 Pilgrim, 23 Echar, 24 Yerno,
25 Retirar. 

1 Pasillo, 2 Skips, 3 Mostrar,
4 Narrow, 5 Unfit, 6 Tortuga,
7 Lleno, 13 Charlar, 15 Closest,
16 Estirar, 17 Farmer, 18 Puppy,
19 Lirio, 21 Other. 

Down:

ENGLISH-SPANISH
Across:

1 Streaks, 5 Orbit, 8 Roams,
9 Ladette, 10 Note, 11 Downbeat,
13 Siskin, 15 Trunks, 18 Shameful,
19 Rain, 22 Leading, 23 Agree,
24 Theme, 25 Embrace. 

1 Shrines, 2 React, 3 Apse,
4 Salmon, 5 Ordinary, 6 Bittern,
7 Treat, 12 Fireside, 14 Swanage,
16 Sincere, 17 Bungle,
18 Split, 20 Aorta, 21 Garb. 

Down:

CRYPTIC
Across:

1 Cross, 3 Jeans, 8 Devoted, 9 Defer,
10 Omit, 13 Hope, 14 Witty, 17 Spinach,
18/6 Dry ice, 19 Lunch,

20 Solve. 
1 Crib, 2 Sudden, 3 Jive, 4 Attempted,
5 Sedate, 7 Exemption, 11 Chisel,
12 Lights, 15 Cash, 16 Byte. 

Down:

Across:

CODE BREAKER 

QUICK

Are you still in a very positive
frame of mind? Okay, then. It is
time to decide what is to be done
about that problem. If you really
can’t see a way round this then
seek help. Even if you don’t agree
with the reply, you will feel that you
have made a step in the right
direction.

Don't ask a question unless you
want to be told the truth this
weekend. Go on, you’re a big
person and you can take it. How
can you not go ahead having
come this far? Of course, you
could change your mind and just
walk away. 

Sometimes you wonder why
people make promises when they
find them so hard to keep.
However, losing your temper with
someone midweek will not help at
all because the person you are
dealing with is not very sensitive.
Patience will pay off and, by the
weekend, a weight will have been
lifted from your mind. 

Somehow you seem to be going
every which way round a situation
but getting nowhere. Rather than
burn yourself out and fray your
nerves, just stay still. At the end of
the day, someone else wants to
solve this dilemma as much as
you do. When they see that you
have stopped bothering, maybe
they will start. 

It’s not so difficult this week to get
exactly what you want. Being sure
is another matter, however. There
are plenty of people who will cast
doubts on where you are going
and what you are aiming for. What
do they know? Be guided by facts
this week, certainly not by the
opinions of others. 

As you are in the middle of a plan, it
would be a shame to stop now. Yes, I
realise you have given it lots of time and
thought. Even so, events midweek bring
a new perspective. Your involvement in
something entirely different may be
brought to bear on your current situation.
Killing two birds with one stone comes to

mind. Be efficient by approaching the
problem from a novel angle.

Something has come to your
attention and, quite frankly, you
don’t understand what is going on.
It is possible that, if you don’t
react, the situation will just go
away. Equally, you may want to
influence the outcome and fear
that it will not be to your
advantage. That is fine  so long as
you really do try and get all the
facts first. 

You seem to be in a ‘plodding’
situation that is starting to cause
you some irritation. That is all that
it is though, irritation. See it as a
big dilemma and it throws up all
sorts of anxieties. Let’s not go
there. I am sure that there are lots
of things that your mind and body
can work on while you wait. 

You are being shown a great deal
of affection which may be taken for
granted. Even you are capable of
putting people’s backs up. As you
dislike making enemies, I suggest
that you take a little more time with
family and loved ones. Perhaps
you were recently asked to be
part of a group activity but did not
have the inclination? 

By deciding now that you will not
rise to the bait on a certain matter
you are taking the best option.
Much as you would like to confront
someone head on, it is possible
that this is just what they want you
to do. Be a little bit canny here. 

Are you being asked to open your
heart? What are you most afraid of
about that? On the other hand,
what would the rewards be if you
did? Sometimes, we have to take
a chance that others will not let us
down or, at least that if they do,
they will let us down gently. 

As you try to control someone
else’s life, it could be that your own
is slipping past you. Have you
recently given up on a relationship
or job that you dearly would have
loved?  

AQUARIUS
(January 21 - February 19)

PISCES
(February 20 - March 20)

ARIES
(March 21 - April 20)

TAURUS
(April 21 - May 21)

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)

CANCER
(June 22 - July 23)

LEO
(July 24 - August 23)

VIRGO
(August 24 - September 23)

LIBRA
(September 24 - October 23)

SCORPIO
(October 24 - November 22)

SAGITTARIUS
(November 23 - December 21)

CAPRICORN
(December 22 - January 20)

FOR NEXT 7 DAYS
YOUR STARS

Fill all the empty squares using the num-
bers 1 to 9, so that the sum of each hori-

zontal block equals the ‘clue’ on its left, and
the sum of each vertical block equals the

clue on its top. No number may be used in
the same block more than once.  

KAKURO

Fill the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1-9.
There’s no maths involved. You solve the
puzzle with reasoning and logic.

OUT

‘ CHECK THE AUTO V.A.R. - THIS COULD BE A RED CARD! ‘

EL MILLON: DWL19465

JOKER: 8 501 788

7 8 9

21 24 25

4

4

BONUS BALL

JOKER: 9 072 619

1. In which city was the early American police series Dragnet set?
2. Which Canadian-born actor played wheelchair-bound police chief Ironside?
3. In which television drama series that ran from 1982 to 1986 did Star Trek actor, William Shatner, play the

part of a police officer? The show also starred Heather Locklear as Officer Stacy Sheridan, Adrian Zmed as
Officer Vince Romano, Richard Herd as Captain Dennis Sheridan and James Darren as Officer Jim Corrigan.
4. In the television police series The Bill, what was the nickname of the character Alfred Lines, played by

actor Kevin Lloyd?
5. Which police drama series that aired from 2007 to 2008, was a spin-off of the successful medical dramas

Holby City and Casualty?

6. Actor Nicholas Ball first found fame on television in 1978 starring as which policeman turned private
detective?
7. What was the name of the NYPD police officer in the cartoon series Top Cat?
8. Which television series of the 60s and 70s was developed from Police Surgeon starring Ian Hendry?
9. Which number completes the title of comedy police show set in New York’s The Bronx, which premiered in

the US in 1961: Car [number] Where Are You?
10. In which 1960s television police series did actor Gene Barry play the part of a multi-millionaire captain of
the Los Angeles homicide squad, who was chauffeured around to solve crimes in his Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud
II?

QUIZ: COPS ON THE BOX Answers:
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Unit 8 & 9, C/ Mojana, El Real Ind. Est.
04628 Antas,  Almería (off Junction 534 of N340)

www.locationwarehousing.com
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EVERY time I go back to England I remind
myself of why I love living in Spain. 

Plus I have decided that I’m only going
back for nice things.

This time it was for a friends’ 50th wedding
anniversary and I’ll come back to the party bit
in a minute. We decided to just go for a week-
end, Friday to Monday. That’s a mistake I
won’t make again.

Do not fly into London arriving at 3 o’-
clock on a Friday. We were meeting a friend
of ours at 7pm for dinner at my favourite deli
in Borehamwood. It’s a 38-mile drive from
Stansted airport which is normally a 45-
minute journey. Not on a Friday afternoon on
the M25!

By 7 o’clock we still hadn’t arrived at the
hotel four hours after landing! Then, to put the
icing on the cake, my mate phoned me to tell
me the deli had closed down so we couldn’t
eat there anyway. Not a happy bunny I can tell
you. So he booked a place called Miller and
Carter which is a relatively new chain of steak
restaurants. It was overpriced and not all that
great but, of course, I’m comparing it to all

the fantastic steak places we have here.
But anyway it was good to see my friend

and his family. I haven’t forgotten the party
but I’m skipping to Sunday, which was Fa-
ther’s Day and we were going to meet our
daughter for lunch at 3 o’clock. She lives
about 50 miles away from where we were
staying which should have taken an hour but
it didn’t. It took us two hours but we had a
nice lunch then went back to hers for a cuppa
then we drove back to Stansted to stay
overnight for our early morning flight home.
That took another two and a half hours for a
50 minute journey!

OK, the party, it was great to see so many
people that I hadn’t seen for years. There were
a couple of observations. How come all these
friends have got old and I haven’t? And the
other thing was, unlike the parties we used to
have where we ate and drank and danced for
hours, this was at lunch time and everything
was done in ten minute increments. A short
welcome speech then ten minutes of dancing
because no-one can manage more than that. 

Then the food, then ten minutes of speech-
es so no one had time to nod off, then another
ten minutes of dancing. It was utterly brilliant!
And guess what, the food was all deli food so
in the end I actually got what I wanted. Per-
fect. 

Mike Senker
In my opinion
Views of a Grumpy Old Man

Weekend break - almost!

mikesenker@gmail.com

NEWS that Heinz is set to
ditch its iconic name Salad
Cream in favour of ‘Sand-
wich Cream,’ in the biggest
shake-up of its 104-year-old
history, comes after the snack
giant revealed just 14 per cent
of people actually drizzle it
over, err, salad.

According to its own re-
search, the name no longer
'fairly represents the prod-
uct’s ingredients or usage oc-
casions’ as the under-30’s
prefer to plaster the stuff
everywhere else, over tuna,
ham or cheese in sandwiches
or as an alternative to mayon-
naise for chips. 

But Heinz has form in rebrand-
ing. In 2000, it re-launched its
Salad Cream by having Graham
Norton squeeze it all over Denise van Out-
en’s chest. She reciprocated by having
Norton eat a dollop from the end of what
looked like a very large sausage. And in
2008, it renamed ‘Heinz Baked Beans’ as

‘Heinz Beanz’ as they aren’t
actually ‘baked’ but stewed
and the original title was ‘a
bit of a mouthful to pro-
nounce,’ according to the
company.

Well, consumers have al-
ready taken to Twitter to

vent their frustrations and it re-
mains to be seen if Heinz Salad
Cream goes the same way as
‘Choco Krispies.’ You may recall
Kellogg’s renamed ‘Coco Pops’
to ‘Choco Krispies’ in 1998. But

the move received such media attention
and public outcry that by popular demand
it soon changed back to ‘Coco Pops’. 

Re-branding, is of course, not new in
these more health-conscious times. ‘Sugar

Puffs’, the honey-flavoured breakfast cere-
al made from sugar-coated wheat, discreet-
ly dumped the word sugar in 2014, and is
now known as ‘Honey Monster Puffs.’

‘Kentucky Fried Chicken’ prefers to be
known simply as ‘KFC’ (presumably to
gloss over the less-than-healthy ‘fried’ bit).
Similarly, Coke Zero was replaced with a
‘new and improved’ ‘Coca-Cola Zero Sug-
ar’ drink. 

A friend of mine loves salad cream on
pizza, scotch eggs, new potatoes, pickles,
crisps and quiche, as well as in sand-
wiches and on chips. As someone who’s
never taken to it, I find this takes the, err,
biscuit.

What about you? Where do you stand
on the salad vs. sandwich cream debate?

Nora Johnson’s psychological crime
thrillers ‘The Girl in the Red Dress,’ ‘No
Way Back,’ ‘Landscape of Lies,’ ‘Retribu-
tion,’ ‘Soul Stealer,’ ‘The De Clerambault
Code’ (www.nora-johnson.net) available

from Amazon in paperback/eBook
(€0.99;£0.99) and iBookstore. All profits
to Costa del Sol Cudeca cancer charity. Send your questions for David Searl through lawyers

Ubeda-Retana and Associates in Fuengirola at
Ask@lawtaxspain.com, or call 952 667 090.

Properly, you
should have es-

tablished the rights and du-
ties of the committee in
written form when you cre-
ated it. As you say, the president can indeed send out emails
and make decisions necessary to run the community affairs
without consulting the committee. The committee is an infor-
mal addition. Nevertheless, the members were elected at the
AGM and this decision deserves respect. Perhaps you should
call an EGM to establish the terms and conditions.

Problems with committee

David Searl
You and the Law 
in Spain

LEGALLY SPEAKINGWhy everyone is in a
pickle over salad cream

columnists@euroweeklynews.com

SAY GOODBYE:
Heinz Salad
Cream will soon
be known as
Sandwich
Cream.

We recently had our AGM where a new presi-
dent was unanimously elected. We also voted to

have four committee members. Two of the committee
members are now in constant conflict with the president,
stating that he has no right to send out emails informing
owners of various community laws without first having
spoken to the committee members. Is this correct?

My understanding is that the president is the legal rep-
resentative of the community and has the right to send
out emails and deal with other aspects of the community
as necessary. A meeting of the committee members does
not have to be called prior to this. The committee mem-
bers are there to help the president. Can the president re-
move the committee members or is an EGM necessary?

L.Y. (Costa Blanca)

Nora Johnson
Breaking Views
Nora is the author of popular psychological suspense and crime
thrillers and a freelance journalist. 
To comment on any of the issues raised in her column, go to
www.euroweeklynews.com/3.0.15/nora-johnson
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A little hope
A RECENT study carried out by
Cancer Research UK has shown
that  aspir in  can help block tu-
mours from being formed.

The research is published in the
journal Nucleic Acids Research, shows
that aspirin works to help hinder the
development of bowel cancer.

It was previously known that the
painkiller reduced the risk of de-
veloping colon cancer,  but  i ts
properties to f ight off  other tu-
mours wasn’t entirely understood
before. 

This same process is linked to
diseases such as Alzheimer’s and

Parkinson’s  and so fur ther  re-
search could prove invaluable for
the future prevention of these dis-
eases. 

Cells grown in the lab and on tu-
mour biopsies removed from colon
cancer patients were tested to see
what effect aspirin had on them.

Scientists  involved in the re-
search found that the painkiller
impedes a key process in the for-
mation of tumours.

However, the results were not
universal and it was found that not
all bowel cancer patients respond-
ed to aspirin. 

But the hope is that the new re-
search will help to identify those
who are most likely to benefit.

But don’t start popping aspirin
as a preventat ive measure.  The
long-term use of this drug is not
recommended because of some of
its side-effects. 

DETERRENT: Research found that
aspirin can block the formation
of tumours.
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SEVERAL studies have shown the
great clinical impact of the PET tech-
nique in oncology.

It is a highly tried and tested imag-
ing technique for studying the spread
of cancer because it identifies where
the disease is located and how wide-
spread it is.

In patients with colorectal cancer,
lung neoplasm, malignant melanoma
and lymphoma, this technique may
change the therapeutic strategy to be
followed in up to 40 per cent of the

cases studied. 
It is therefore an indispensable tool

to be used before proceeding with
the surgical removal of a tumour. Re-
sults from PET scans help with a bet-
ter treatment approach and increase
the chances of a cure. 

Recent research, led by Doctor Au-
rora Crespo of the Oncology Depart-
ment at Quironsalud Torrevieja Hos-
pital, reveals that the technique of
using a PET scan with glucose helps
to predict a tumour’s behaviour. 

Her study, carried out in conjunc-
t ion with a team from UCAM,
showed that glucose (FDG) can high-
light where cancer is active. 

This is because tumour cells use
more glucose than normal cells be-
cause they need more energy to meet
their goal.  

Being able to successfully identify
these areas from PET scan results
will help with a better treatment ap-
proach and increase the chances of a
cure.

Cancer treatments PET scans
TUMOUR DETECTION: Using glucose can help to identify where cancer is active. A BEAUTIFUL woman in

Madrid has recently revealed
how she got rid of her cellulite.

Posting before and after pic-
tures, the curvy blogger credited
the change to drinking more wa-
ter and less wine. 

Veronia Leea shared side-by-
side bikini shots taken nine
months apart on her Instagram
page. The pictures show how in
less than one year she managed
to reduce her cellulite signifi-
cantly.

The picture on the left was
taken in June 2017 and shows
the cellulite on her bum and up-
per thighs. But in the snap on the
right, taken in March 2018, her
skin looks much smoother.

The 23-year-old fitness enthu-
siast, who weighs 70kgs, de-
tailed that she also started doing
more weights and less cardio and
started eating more protein to
eliminate the uneven fatty de-
posits.

However, the blogger is quick
to clarify that she sees nothing
wrong with cellulite. She posted
that she used to be so “self-con-
scious about it. When I posted
the picture on the left last year, I
realised that it’s absolutely noth-
ing to be ashamed of.”

She encourages all women to
“embrace [their] bodies: cellulite,
stretch marks, scars and birth-
marks. These ‘imperfections’ are
what make us unique,”she said. 

Eradicating
cellulite 

SILKY SMOOTH: Veronica managed to reduce her cellulite.
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A BRAND new app, current-
ly in English and Spanish has
been released by the Cuevas
del Almanzora Council.

‘A walk through Cuevas’ is
a tourist guide project that al-
lows an independent visit to
the most significant places of
interest in the area.

Through the APP you can
access information on 19 se-
lected points, both in text and

audio format.
In addition, videos have

been included promoting the
town.

This project has been un-
dertaken by students from IES
Jaroso and if successful will
be developed further and
translated into French and
German thanks to the diverse
language training undertaken
in the institute.

THE 52nd festival of fla-
menco and dance will see six
great evenings of perfor-
mance in Almeria City from
Thursday July 12 until Sun-

day July 22.
Artists due to appear in-

clude Sara Baras, Carmen
Linares, Maria Vargas, Ar-
cangel,  Miguel Poveda,

Michel Camilo, Tomatito and
Marina Heredia.

The first four concerts will
be held in the Cathedral
Square and tickets will cost
between €20 and€40 and
take place nightly at 10 pm
on July 12, 13, 14 and 15.

The other two concerts fea-
turing Sara Baras and Miguel
Poveda will be held in the
Almeria bull ring on July 20
and 22 respectively with tick-
et prices slightly higher.

For  fu l l  de ta i l s  v is i t
http://www.almeriacultura.
com.

O C I A L
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TO READ MORE
VISIT WWW.EUROWEEKLYNEWS.COM

Update on food, drink, entertainments, what’s on and weekly happenings

The home of flamenco

NEW APP: The team responsible for the app.

Cuevas walk
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I THOUGHT I would share two Chinese
recipes this week. I know there are some
excellent Chinese restaurants and take-
aways in Spain, but these recipes are very
easy so you can impress your family and
friends with your culinary skills!

Aromatic Crispy Duck
Serves 4
4 whole duck breasts, skin on
1.25 litres of water
2 whole chicken stock cubes, 
crumbled
250 ml sherry
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 tablespoon ginger powder
20 pieces star anise
4 whole cloves
1 litre of vegetable oil
1. Add all ingredients to a pan except

for vegetable oil and bring to boil.
2. Simmer for 90 minutes.
3. Remove duck from pan and dry

with kitchen roll, discard all the liquid
and spices.

4. Pour oil into wok or pan and heat
until it starts bubbling and a cube of
bread browns in a few minutes.

5. Place duck in oil and deep fry for

five minutes or until crisp.
6. Remove duck from oil, place on

kitchen roll to absorb excess oil. Using
two forks shred meat and skin.

7. Serve with hoisin sauce, Chinese
pancakes and spring onions, shredded
lengthways.

Chicken Fried Rice
Serves 4
100ml vegetable oil
4 boneless skinless chicken breasts,
sliced lengthwise about 1cm thick
3 medium sized eggs, lightly beat-
en
1/2 teaspoon salt
800ml cold cooked white rice
125ml frozen peas, defrosted

Freshly-ground black pepper to
taste
2 teaspoons soy sauce
1. Heat the oil in a saucepan or wok.

Add the chicken and stir-fry, stirring once
or twice, for one to two minutes, or until
the meat is almost cooked. Remove the
chicken and reserve. 

2. Season the eggs with 1/4 teaspoon
of the salt. Scramble the eggs for 30 sec-
onds to one minute, then add the rice and
peas. Stir-fry for two to three minutes to
evenly combine the rice, eggs, and peas
and to heat through. 

3. Add the chicken, the remaining salt,
and the pepper, and stir-fry for 30 seconds.
Add the soy sauce and stir-fry for another
minute, or until all the ingredients are hot.

Eat Well
to Live Well 
by Andrew Harding

China in your hands

RICE TO KNOW: Aromatic crispy duck
and chicken fried rice.



IF you had time to burn one could
read the history of all the former
Saints of the Catholic church.

Many of the more obtuse got up to
some exciting affairs, as did one San
Pascual de Baylon (1540-1592).
Sound familiar? Spain probably has
never had such an unremarkable man
canonised.

A pastor in his youth, he served no
other profession until he went into
the church. He gave away most of
his earnings to the poor as he knew
that once he became a full Francis-
can friar he could eat by simply beg-
ging.

Pascual didn’t enjoy eating, drink-
ing or sleeping in a bed, he lived a
most humble life dedicating himself
to helping the poor. Yet, for that he

became a household name in the re-
gion.

Well, nestled in the roadside vege-
tation alongside the old camino to
Carboneras reposes a small hillside
church known as San Pascual. An

unobtrusive structure that is used
weekly by the Anglican ministry for
their growing flock of followers.

As much as the church blends into
the scenery it fulfils an important
mission built by a most unusual Mo-

jaquero, Pascual Artero. He made his
money in distant Guam, having spent
more than 50 years away from his
beloved country.

When he returned to his home
farming area (Macenas beach-Mo-

jacar) residents still did not have a
church.

The strange architecture comes di-
rectly from the prodigal son’s vision
long established living in the orient.
Old world values reinvented for a
long lost homeland. He had the
church built and gave money to more
than 200 relatives and fellow farmers
that had treated him and his family
with such kindness on his return.

The Madrid papers made much
fun of the circumstances calling Pas-
cual the King of Guam and inventing
many stories about him and his fami-
ly. Yet, the goodness of his legacy
lives on to benefit the entire area. His
gesture gave the foreigners a church
in which to kneel and worship.

For many it has been an important
establishment of ‘remembrance’ as
so many funerals have been held
there. Once you’ve been to one of
those services the building then
stands out poignantly each time you
pass it. The unusual frontage beck-
ons to be seen and respected. And,
notice it you do.

Ric Polansky moved to Mojacar in 1969 as a pioneer
developer. He reads extensively and has travelled in South
America panning gold and looking for El Dorado.

Ric Polansky

Church San Pascual yields
such great comfort for all

28 June - 4 July 2018EWN www.euroweeklynews.com FEATURE64

LITTLE GEM: San Pascual Church has some architecturally unique features.
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IÑAKI URDANGARIN, erstwhile
Duke of Palma de Mallorca, brother-
in-law to Felipe VI and son-in-law
of Juan Carlos I, is now in prison.

He got five years instead of the 17
requested by the public prosecutor
and is inside a cushy women’s jail
for misappropriation of public funds,
tax evasion and money-laundering.

Possibly Urdangarin always had
the makings of a criminal but it’s
doubtful that he would be impris-
oned if he hadn’t married a king’s
daughter.

King Cophetua and the beggar
maid? No problem because she mar-
ried up.  

But Iñaki and Cristina? Big trou-
ble, because you have a princess and
the pea situation. She was brought
up knowing she’s a royal princess
and he strove to make sure she lived
in the manner to which she was ac-
customed. 

But she was a royal princess and
was always to feel that ruddy pea
however high Iñaki piled up the mat-
tresses that he bought with public
money. 

Two, two, the rivals
CAT FIGHT on the horizon. Soraya
Sainz de Santamaria is having a shot
at the Partido Popular leadership.

So is her eternal rival Dolores de
Cospedal and these are the two that
everybody will be watching rather
than Jose Manuel Margallo, Jose Ra-
mon Garcia Hernandez or Pablo
Casado. 

Margallo, Rajoy’s Foreign Minister
until 2016 often talked sense and na-
tional MP Ignacio Garcia Hernandez
still does. Casado is preppy in the
same way as Ciudadanos leader Al-

bert Rivera but otherwise colourless.
Galicia’s regional president Alberto
Nuñez Feijoo won’t run at all which is
unfortunate as he makes more sense
than the lot of them put together.

So we’re left with a cat fight that
will be interesting to watch as either
woman could draw in the punters who
always vote PP, come hell or high wa-
ter or incontrovertible proof of corrup-
tion.

But they are tainted by association
with the Rajoy Government and a vic-
tory for either means curtains for the
PP in its present form.

The party’s only hope of regaining
power is with a new and attractive
face that can give Pedro Sanchez,
Pablo Iglesias and Albert Rivera a run
for their money. More importantly
there can’t be the slightest whiff of
scandal attached linked to their
names.

This narrows the choice dramatical-
ly, which means that the PP is con-

demned to making do with the same-
old, same-old.

State of anxiety
THERE was once a policeman named
Antonio Gonzalez-Pacheco. He was
nicknamed Billy the Kid and in 1977
was awarded the Police Medal for
Merit for having enjoyed torturing
Franco’s opponents in the dying days
of the regime.

The calls for him to be stripped of
the medal and the 15 per cent incre-
ment to his police pension began im-
mediately after Spain’s transition to
democracy.

Successive governments have tried
half-heartedly to remove both and Pe-
dro Sanchez has said that this time he
will see what can be done.  

Meanwhile the Director General of
Police maintained that detailing Gon-
zalez-Pacheco’s ‘merits and services’
could infringe his privacy and leave
him in a ‘constant state of anxiety.’
But not as anxious as he left his vic-
tims.

Cassandra Nash
A weekly look
- and not entirely impartial reaction - 
to the Spanish political scene

Late justice

The princess and the pea

columnists@euroweeklynews.com

PEDRO SANCHEZ’S govern-
ment  i s  prepared to  remove
Francisco Franco’s  remains
from his Valle de los Caidos
mausoleum for  bur ia l  e lse-
where.

“An established democracy
like Spain can’t permit sym-

bols that separate the Spanish,”
the president said, provoking
an outcry from the usual sus-
pects.

At least Franco won’t be dug
up, hung in chains and belated-
ly beheaded l ike before-his-
time, Oliver Cromwell. 

TOP CAT: Soraya has her
eyes on the leadership of
the Partido Popular.
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THE town hall of Zurgena recently
received a large quantity of arts and
crafts pieces which were donated to
be distributed to craft clubs in the
local schools and villages. 

The donation was the remaining
stock after John and Shelagh
Copeland of Cucador closed their
arts and crafts shop, Serendipity, in
Albox. 

The mayor Luis Dias Garcia,
deputy mayor Lola Antas and coun-
cillor Jim Simpson received the do-
nation and the mayor said, “Thank
you very much. This donation will
be very much enjoyed by the chil-
dren and residents in the future.”

THE council of Cuevas del
Almanzora has introduced
its ‘smartplayas in 360 de-
grees’ initiative, designed
to show off the area’s 17
kilometres of coastline us-
ing all the services of
Google.

It is a timely announce-

ment with peak season not
far away, and a variety of
information has been made
available online for
tourists.

Mayor of Albox, Anto-
nio Fernandez Liria said: 

“Our coast is one of the
great attractions of our lo-

cality and we want to make
it known to all corners of
the world.”

The council believes that
Google’s tools, including
maps, images and
streetview, will pique the
interest of potential visi-
tors.

Generous
gift

Beaches get Google gloss
CUEVAS DEL ALMANZORA: Getting with the times.
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THE Guardia Civil in Purchena have assisted
a diabetic person who experienced hypogly-
caemia whilst driving.

The police were alerted by the driver’s
family who had received a phone call alert-
ing them of the emergency. However, the dri-
ver had been unable to let his family know of
his exact location. 

During the phone call with his family, the
driver told them that he was losing his vision
and that he was disorientated. The last

known point he could remember was near the
funeral home in Purchena.

Given the possible seriousness of the inci-
dent, several police patrols searched the area
and were able to finally locate the car two
kilometres from his last known location. 

The driver was dizzy and trembling but
was being supported by a passer-by.

The police gave the driver a water and
sugar mixture and called an ambulance, who
took the driver to Huercal-Overa Hospital.

AGE SUPPORT of Almanzo-
ra is holding a fundraising
event at Maloans in Albox this
Saturday from 5pm. 

There will be stalls and a
raffle with live music starting
at 7pm with Kay Francis, Em-
ma Wild and DJ Mad Mark.

Tickets are only €5 from
Maloans and the Age Support
shop, opposite the Peugeot
garage in Albox.

Donations for the raffle
prizes will be gratefully re-
ceived before the event at the

shop. With plenty of music
and opportunity to dance, it is
sure to be a good night and

you will be supporting a chari-
ty which helps many elderly
people in the area.

Diabetic emergency

Charity night

AGE SUPPORT: An evening of fundraising sounds fun
for all.



Showrooms in Albox & Poligono 
Industrial El Real de Antas  

950 431 861



FEW really enjoyable Spanish
gardens are without trees, espe-
cially during the summer
months. So over the next few

months decide whether you
need more, where and of which
varieties.

A mix of trees can jointly pro-
vide:

a. A continuous stream of
new colours in the garden
canopy and in the undergrowth.

b. Shade during the hottest
part of the day.

c. Shelter for birds and insects
and a source of grubs for their
food.

d. Strong safe branches for
supporting hammocks and sky
chairs.

e. Pruned twigs and logs for
the winter fires and Mexican
oven fires.

Meeting those needs will de-
pend on three things:

1. Luck that your builder or
previous owners were wise to
retain healthy and safe trees, per-
haps even some wonderfully-
shaped ancient trees.

2. Whether the previous own-
ers of your property planted
some well-located trees and

cared for them well.
3. Your own choice and loca-

tion of trees in developing a new
garden or improving an existing
garden.

First, evaluate your existing
stock of trees and decide which
you want to keep and those that
can be dispensed of.

If the house is about to be
constructed negotiate with the
builder that he will minimise the
percentage of the plot used for
the storage of materials and ma-
chinery and the building itself in
order to minimise the number of
trees that are felled or damaged
during construction. Unfortu-
nately tree protection laws and
regulations are not as wide-
spread or as stringent in Spain as
in the UK. 

If you are lucky you will have
inherited a good number of trees
providing ample shade and se-
mi-shade. They may be  oaks,
pines, carobs, fruit and nut trees

such as almonds, avocados,
olives, cherries, mulberries, and
walnuts, or flowering trees such
as acacias, albizias, cercis,
parkinsonias, magnolias, or
jacarandas. 

You may find that you have
some small self-seeded trees that
can be trimmed as informal bon-
sais by leaving them in situ.

Part four of Your Garden in
Spain, from planning to planting
and maintenance includes a
good selection of flowering,
fruiting and evergreen trees to
choose from.

Make your choices on the ba-
sis of:

• The quality of shade. 
• Leaf, flower and trunk

colours.
• The time and length of the

flowering season.
• The extent of perfume emit-

ted.
• The probability of being

able to harvest edible fruit. 

• The speed of growth and
mature size, especially impor-
tant in small gardens, and most
importantly if you aim for a
minimum maintenance garden.

• The extent of dirty fall outs
of leaves, fruit, pollen and in the
case of pine trees their needles.
In general deep summer shade is
worth the inconvenience of hav-
ing to sweep up leaves. 

• Their frost hardiness.
• Their speed of growth.
Trees can obviously be plant-

ed as part of a boundary hedge,
as isolated specimens, as copses
or as formal/informal orchards
in the case of fruit trees. Beware
of the dangers of planting trees
too near the pool or the walls of
buildings and think about what
would happen if a mature tree
was to be blown down in a
storm. When you get round to
planting your new trees prepare
planting holes at least twice the
size of the pot in which a tree
comes in and work plenty of rot-
ted compost and manure into the
base of the hole before planting.

Stake securely to avoid wind
damage and water well until es-
tablished. The amount of water
required by mature trees can
vary from nil to copious depend-
ing on your ambient tempera-
tures, exposure to hot winds,
water retaining power of your
soil and the needs for producing
good fruit. 

Best of luck as your garden
grows.

Trees make summer gardens
DICK HANDSCOMBE

BRANCHING OUT: Jacarandas are very attractive
when flowering.

HOMES
G A R D E N S
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THERE are car shows and there are
classic car shows. 

Among the very best for seeing, hear-
ing and indeed smelling the oil rubber
and petrol is the Pebble Beach Con-
cours in California, USA and the Con-
cours of Elegance at Hampton Court
Palace, England. The palace is the one
time home of Cardinal Wolsey, Chan-
cellor to Henry VIII, he of the six wives
and presented by the Cardinal to the
King. Held in the extensive gardens the
Concours is an occasion graced not only
by beautiful classics, but is also a spe-
cial social occasion with the cars, the
palace gardens and house a per-
fect backdrop for elegant people. 

The Pebble Beach Concours d’Ele-
gance ‘Best in Show’ winning 1929
Mercedes-Benz S Barker Tourer ‘Boat
Tail’ - some say the finest car in the world
- is now confirmed for the Concours of El-
egance 2018. 

This year’s event, hosted at Hampton
Court Palace from August 31 to Septem-
ber 2, is a near-unique opportunity for Eu-
ropean petrol heads to see the award-win-
ning Mercedes as it comes to the UK for
the first time since 1958.

Based on the 1927 Mercedes S-Type,

the unique ‘Boat Tail’ was one of
the most powerful road-going au-
tomobiles in the world in period,
developed as the perfect road-go-
ing, race capable car. Originally
owned by racing enthusiast and
British Racing Drivers’ Club co-
founder Earl Howe, this car was
fitted with a revolutionary body
which incorporated a lightweight

and aerodynamic shell with unique air-
craft-inspired aluminium side pods

crafted by English coach-
builders Barker. 

The car was a regular on
tours, trials and competition
events in the UK before new
ownership in 1958 took it to
America, where it has re-

mained since. 
When it was first sold to Amer-

ican owners, the car was repainted in a
dark maroon colour and the rear reno-
vated to sport an additional spare tyre
instead of its distinctive ‘Boat Tail.’

But, its most recent owner has just

completed a multi-year project of restoring the
car to its former glory.

The majority of Earl Howe’s unique specifi-
cations were all-but-lost until a host of pho-
tographs unearthed aspects of the original ve-
hicles. They revealed the missing ‘Boat Tail,’
numerous reflective surfaces, custom touring
luggage and a red spotlight which was given
to Members of Parliament to alert other road
users to their status. 

Upon disassembly patches of the Earl
Howe’s signature Peacock Blue paint were al-
so discovered, which has now been sympa-
thetically recreated.

Concours of Elegance Managing Director,
Andrew Evans, said: “The Mercedes S-Type
‘Boat Tail’ is such a special car, and we’re in-
credibly privileged to have it at Concours of
Elegance 2018. This car won’t have turned a
wheel in the UK during many people’s life-
times, so it’s an opportunity for our visitors to
come and see a real piece of motoring history.
Add that to the other 60 cars in our main con-
cours, and nearly 1,000 others across the
weekend, and you’ll see why we’re so excited
about this year’s event.” 

Telling the complete story of the motorcar,
the Concours will begin with a 1903 Panhard
et Levassor and finish with one of 2018’s
most exclusive supercars.

Nick Horne
Freelance correspondent, London, England

The Rich Pick Summer means classic car shows

ELEGANCE: The Concours of Elegance at
Hampton Court Palace, England.

SHOW
WINNER: The
1929
Mercedes-Benz
S Barker Tourer
‘Boat Tail.’

REAR OF THE YEAR: The
Mercedes’ distinctive
back end.
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SINCE my last missive, we’ve sung, dressed up,
danced traditional dances, eaten and drank too
much, and generally enjoyed Canaries Day, as
we do every May 30.

It’s a celebration of all things Canarian, mark-
ing the Canary Island parliament’s first session,
which was on May 30, 1983, since which time
the islands have constituted one of Spain’s au-
tonomous regions.

The then Provisional Parliament had to choose
a date for Dia de Canarias which: ‘Has a histori-
cal, but at the same time contemporary, signifi-
cance, with a future focus’(!) This, understand-
ably, created lots of argument and near fracas for
the fledgling parliament. Commemorating the
date of the first Canarian Parliament then saved
the day. Politicians like a bit of immortality.

Dia de Canarias has become an institution, fea-
turing national dress that’s rocketed in popularity
over the last 35 years, with each island boasting
its own. There are romerias, fiestas, sporting
events, concerts, school parties, performances of
Canarian legends and history.

To mark the date, worthy Canarians are award-

ed the Canarian Gold Medal. The list of winners
is long and dignified, but let’s skip to the ‘Los
Guaraperos de La Gomera, for keeping alive a
500-year-old tradition’ award.

These guaraperos (palm sap tappers) climb
tall, swaying palms to work with sharp tools at
the top. It’s risky. The award, sadly, comes too
late for father-of -three Jesus, a leading guarapero
who was found dead under a palm tree in March.

“On the islands, the indigenous population
made honey from palm trees. This liquid looks
like cloudy lemon water and has a very agreeable
flavour. When concentrated by boiling, it pro-

duces a syrup known as miel de palma (palm
honey) used in the confection of desserts and
sweets,” said A J Benitez in Historia de las Islas
Canarias.

When the Spanish arrived in the 15th century,
the native populations of all seven islands were
tapping guarapo and drinking it, or boiling it
down to make palm honey, and had done so for
millennia. Since then, the practice has disap-
peared everywhere but La Gomera.

The guarapero climbs to the top to clean off
greenery and expose the crown. He uses a chisel
to gradually form a hollow there, inserting a hori-

zontal length of cane to drain the guarapo off into
a bucket suspended below. Early next morning,
it’s collected and filtered. Once a palm’s been
tapped, the delicate, exposed area needs protect-
ing from sunlight. New fronds quickly sprout.
The palm mustn’t be tapped again for three or
four years. The guarapero’s work is sustainable.
Palms aren’t harmed.

Today, guarapo’s poured into stainless steel
cauldrons, slowly cooked for several hours and
gradually becomes thicker, darker and sweeter.
When a thin, continuous string of boiled guarapo
falls from a spoon, it’s miel de palma and is left
to cool before bottling for sale. Try some if you
can get it. It’s delicious! Congratulations to all
Canarian Gold Medal winners, especially Los
Guaraperos de La Gomera. Rest in peace Jesus.

Palm honey is worth a gold medal

INSTITUTION: Canaries Day celebrations.

GUARAPEROS: The palm sap
tradition lives on.

LETTERS FROM CANARIES
By Barbara Belt 
barbarabelt@gmail.com



FOOD allergies can cause der-
matological discomfort. It has
been estimated that at least 1
per cent of all skin problems in
cats and dogs are caused by di-
etary allergies. These can be

triggered in minutes, hours or
days. Sensitivity to an allergy
caused by a protein can often
be life-long.

Some dogs can digest the
lactose in cow’s milk while the

undigested lactose quickly pro-
duces an upset stomach with
others. This is not a true allergy
but demonstrates how sensitive
to certain food pets can be. Stop
the milk. 

Most dogs react in some way
to incorrect feeding and, apart
from allergic reactions, flatu-
lence and inconsistent stool
quality, large smelly motions
can result. If the balance of the
food is incorrect, hyperactivity
or indeed low activity can be
the consequence.

A well balanced diet should
not have to be supplemented.

Scratching and licking could
be an indication of an allergic
reaction to food and the eating
of grass, twigs and roots some-
times is an indication that the
food is not being digested prop-
erly. 

Many pet shops and vets are
now selling artificial bones. Be-
ware of anything coloured since
this must have an additive. I
would only buy one which had
a label stating what chemicals
had been added. These toys
have been known to cause hy-
peractivity and low activity. If
your dog needs something to
chew, try a rope or Kong
stuffed with goodies which can
occupy your pet for hours. 

Concerning tinned food, the
water or moisture content can
be as high as 80 per cent, this
makes a tin of dog food the
most expensive way of buying
water in the world.

www.euroweeklynews.com
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MILO needs a sitter - can
you help?

Milo is a well-travelled cat,
having come over from Hast-
ings on his own with a special-
ist pet transportation company.
He did well and has begun to
settle into life in his new home
near Marbella. However, his
human mum is worried that
leaving him again when she
goes on holiday this August
might disrupt his sense of well-
being having just settled in to
their new Spanish home and
garden. So, she is looking for a
cat-sitter to stay with and be a
companion to Milo this August. 

Cat-sitters give peace of
mind.

Lisa his owner says it took
him a few weeks in the house
before he was calm and settled.
He had already moved house
with them once in the UK, yet

he was still a little unsettled at
first. After a couple of months
of management of his routine
she said he was calm and re-
laxed and enjoying his new life
in Spain. The search for Milo’s
cat-sitter is on.

What our members say
about us on Trustpilot.

Great option for our cats!
Very personalised service.

We were uncomfortable leav-
ing our cats in a cattery while
we were away and HouseSit
Match provided the solution.

Ruth Dowse, Cat owner
How we work. 
All new members register to

join our online HouseSitMatch
network. On registration we ID
check every new member to
ensure we know who you are
and in addition house-sitters
and pet-sitters are police
checked by us. We charge for

membership to ensure that
there is a commitment from
both parties and we can afford
to manage our network online
professionally. 

How you benefit as a home
and pet owner

Our membership offers you
a secure network to help you
find suitable sitters. We don’t
reveal your contact details or
your address. You post an ad-
vert ahead of your travel dates,
we publish the advert then
house-sitters apply. You can
view their profiles and chat
with them before you accept
your choice of applicant. If you
join as a premium member we
can also help you at each stage
of the process to get you started
and to manage your account. 

How do you join?
Register online at

www.Housesitmatch.com.

Do you need a house or pet-sitter? Get in touch. House-sitting can be a win-win for both parties, free
house and pet-sitting, and the experienced and checked sitters get free accommodation!

Register as either house-sitter or home owner with a 20 per cent discount using coupon code P2020 -
an exclusive offer for readers.  To find a house or pet-sitter go to www.HousesitMatch.com.

To find a house or pet-sitter go to www.HouseSitMatch.com
call Lamia on 00 44 (0) 777 214 2742 or email admin@housesitmatch.com

Fancy a spot of cat-sitting?

Allergies and tinned food
David 
THE Dogman

columnists@ewnmediagroup.com





THE BLIND MAN, roll down
blind repairs, fly screens, mos-
quito nets fitted 610 394 815
(278490)

ZURGENA branch of the Roy-
al British Legion hold Branch
Meetings on the 1st Thursday
of the month. Coffee morning
3rd Wednesday of the month.
Quiz night with a hot and cold
buffet last Friday of the
month. We also arrange out-
ings to places of interest and
have regular lunches together.
(253989)

DAMP proofing. www.electro-
os.com. info@electro-os.com.
958 656 560 – 619 666 363
(278378)

ABBOTT ELECTRICS. From a
Light Fitting to a Full Rewire.
Tel:  950 137 208 / 638 010
691 (260685)

VOSS HOMES are a profes-
sional, British family-run Es-
tate Agents with an office in
Huercal-Overa town. They
specialise in selling and rent-
ing properties in the Huercal-
Overa, La Alfoquia, Zurgena &
Taberno area. Andy, Anna,
Jess, Adele, Hannah, Amy &
Karen look forward to helping
you buy, sell or rent your ideal
property. Please call 678 002
006 for more information.

MOTOR INSURANCE. For
the most competitive quotes
in English call Linea Directa on
902 123 309, you could save
as much as 30% and you can
transfer your existing no
claims bonus. Call Linea Direc-
ta on 902 123 309 for motor
insurance with a human voice
in English from Monday to Fri-
day 9am to 6pm and save
money now! (200726)  

GET YOUR business noticed
online! Make sure that expats
in Spain can find your product,
service, restaurant, bar or
shop. Contact Spain’s newest
and brightest online directory
TODAY. Call 951 386 161 or
email mark.w@euroweekly
news.com for more details.

50 + and Single? Looking for
serious relationship? We find
your match! www.50Plus
Matchmaker.es (276195)

WE ARE currently the market
leader in our country in the
sale of direct car, motorbike,
home and company fleet in-
surance. Since we started out
in 1995, our philosophy has
always been to offer an excel-
lent service with the best
prices in the market. For the
most competitive quotes in
English, call Linea Directa on
902 123 309. (200726)

INTERNATIONAL SKIPPER
LICENCE: Courses held in
English and starts soon. RYA
VHF and Radar Courses. 636
444 929

THE FIVE BONE HOTEL,
TURRE. Little dogs 6.25 euros,
medium dogs 7.00 euros, big
dogs (over 20kg) 7.75 euros,
cats from 5.50-7.00 euros a
day. 630 234 556 / the5bone-
hotelturre@gmail.com New
opening hours Mon-Sat 9.30-
12.30 and 18.00-19.00 Sun-
days 9.30-10.30 (256834)

KNOWLES PLUMBING. No
1 for plumbing! Central heat-
ing, solar hot water and water
deposits. Tel: 950 137 197 or
606 807 797 (260355)

FULLY INSURED UK/Spain Re-
movals & Storage, UK Trading
Standards Approved www.in-
dalotransport.com 634 336
468 or Freephone UK 0800
999 33 68 (279772)

www.ukspainuk.com We’ve
18+ years’ experience. New
Clean Vehicles running 2/3
times monthly. ONLINE
QUOTES. Insured with RSA.
ANY size move. Worried who
to use? We’ll look after you.
Call BMC European free on
Spain 900 984 960 or UK 0800
612 4677 (WhatsApp 622 588
222) (279154)

AIR CONDITIONING

BLINDS

CAR CLEANING

CHARITIES/CHURCHES

COMPUTERS

DAMP PROOFING

DRAINAGE

ELECTRICS

ESTATE AGENTS

HOME FURNISHINGS

INSURANCE

INTERNET

LANGUAGE CLASSES

MEETING POINT

MOTORING

MOTORING

PETS

PLUMBING SERVICES

NAUTICAL

REMOVALS/STORAGE

INSURANCE
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ARE YOU self-motivated
and hard working? We are
looking for administra-
tion/telesales candidates.
Experience not essential
as full training is given.
Applications by email with
full CV should be sent to
recruitment@euroweekly
news.com

SOLAR WIND POWER SO-
LUTIONS. Over 20 years in-
stallation experience. Estab-
lished 17 years in Spain. Call
Phil for competitive prices on
636 261 240 or email
info@sunergyalmeria.com
(280122)

GENECO Pool construction.
Tel 950 478 086 for no obliga-
tion quote (93401)

FLOOR AND WALL TILING
SPECIALIST Not a jack of all
trades, just a master of one!
Call Steve Holman on 697 678
708 (255340) 

Please note that in Spain
there is NO legislation
banning adverts in this
section. Neither regional
nor national governments
are able to pass such a law
due to rules governing fre-
edom of publication and
printing.

READERS OF A SENSITIVE
DISPOSITION MAY FIND
SOME OF THE ADVERTISE-
MENTS IN THIS SECTION
OFFENSIVE.

VARIOUS

VIAGRA, CIALIS, kamagra all
areas mail order. 604 385 476.
v iagra4you19@gmai l .com
(278637)

SOLAR ENERGY

SWIMMING POOLS

TILING

XXX RELAXATION

XXX RELAXATION2ND HAND FURNITURE

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

XXX RELAXATION

SECOND-HAND FURNITURE

REMOVALS/STORAGE

For daily news visit
www.euroweeklynews.com
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MOTORING FACT “ It would take less than six months to get to the moon by car at 60 mph (95 m/h),
and only an hour to get into space.

SPANISH motor-racing team SPV has
hit top gear.

The Costa del Sol-based outfit en-
tered a pair of Ligier JS P3 cars in the
two Road to Le Mans LMP3 class
races which took place ahead of this
year’s 24-hour event at the world
famous circuit.

Forming part of the 2018
European Le Mans Series, the 55-
minute contests saw a bumper 50-car
grid battle it out, with SPV’s best finish
18th in race one, although the number
44 car finished ninth in qualifying for
race two.

Speaking exclusively to Euro Weekly
News team manager manager Lars GV
Linberg said: “The pace was good, the
cars were good, the team was good, we
were just bl**dy unlucky!”

The next round of the championship
takes place on July 22 at the Red Bull
Ring in Austria.

Earlier, the team’s new Mercedes
SLS AMG GT4 crossed the line first in
the third round of the Spanish CER-GT
championship in Navarra, where it also
entered an Audi RS8 V10 GT4 car.

And in Barcelona, Electric GT Hold-

ings Inc. and SPV unveiled the world’s
first race-ready version of the EPCS
V2.3 Tesla P100DL ahead of the first
season of its headline racing category,
the Electric Production Car Series
(EPCS).

Finished in SPV Racing’s testing liv-
ery, the EPCS car completed a shake-
down in the morning at Circuit de
Barcelona-Cataluña, with SPV Racing
development drivers Emma Kimilainen

and Alvaro Fontes behind the wheel. 
Fifth Gear presenter Tiff Needell

was also on hand to take the stunning
car for a spin before it was then official-
ly unveiled to partners and media at a
reception in the centre of Barcelona.

Lars said: “The car has been quite
heavily modified by QEV Tech, the
team behind Mahindra Racing’s For-
mula E car.

“All removable panels like doors

and the bonnet have been replaced
with a new kind of biofibre which
is basically a specially-treated
linen.

“It is more flexible than carbon
fibre and extremely light.

“Driving the car is an unbeliev-
able experience, and we expect it
down on the Costa del Sol in two
weeks ahead of November’s first
race in Jerez.”

SPV Racing on the march
MAKING ITS MERC: The team’s
Mercedes SLS AMG GT4 after
coming home first in Navarra.

ELECTRIC DREAM: The world’s first race-
ready EPCS V2.3 Tesla P100DL.

By Matt Ford MAN UP: One of SPV’s Ligier
JS P3 cars at Le Mans.

Revved up!



AUDI CEO Rupert Stadler has been arrest-
ed in relation to the emissions cheating
scandal.

A spokesman for parent company, Volk-
swagen confirmed the development and said:

“The hearing to determine whether Mr
Stadler will be remanded is ongoing. 

“We cannot provide more information
about the investigations in progress, and he
is still presumed innocent.”

The Munich prosecutors said Mr Stadler’s
arrest was not made at the behest of US au-
thorities.

A judge in Germany has ordered Mr
Stadler to be remanded in custody to appar-
ently prevent him from obstructing or hin-
dering the diesel investigation.

Police searched Mr Stadler’s home as part
of an operation against suspected fraud and
impropriety with documents.

A total of 20 people are under suspicion
in the probe, which focuses on cars sold in
Europe that were believed to be equipped
with software which turned emissions con-
trols off during regular driving.

Mr Stadler has been under fire since Audi

admitted in November 2015, two months af-
ter parent company, Volkswagen, that it also
installed illegal ‘defeat device’ software to
cheat US emissions tests.

Volkswagen has pleaded guilty to crimi-
nal charges in the US and nine managers, in-
cluding former CEO Martin Winterkorn,
were charged there.

Two managers are serving prison terms.
Although Winterkorn and others in Ger-
many are unlikely to be extradited.

Audi had said in a statement that it is ‘co-
operating with the authorities.’

IT is a mystery worthy of the pen of
Ian Fleming himself, featuring a high
stakes theft, shady middle men and a
20-year hunt for the bad guys respon-
sible.

When the 1964 Aston Martin DB5
that featured in the James Bond film
Goldfinger was stolen from a Florida
airport hangar in 1997, there were
fears it would never be seen again.

Its location, according to those sup-
plying the information, is classic espi-
onage territory, the Middle East.

Art Recovery International (ARI)
which was hired by an unspecified in-
surance firm to help track down the
stolen Aston Martin, has now been
told that it is being held at a specific
location in the region.

A six figure sum is being offered
for information leading to its safe re-
turn, but ARI are wary of the possibil-

ity that the vehicle is simply one simi-
lar to the actual Aston Martin used in
the Bond film.

The stolen Aston Martin was one of
two used in the filming of Goldfinger,
with another deployed for the scenes
featuring Connery behind the wheel.

ARI says that some auction houses
believe the missing DB5 could now
be worth between €8 and €11.5 mil-
lion, given its iconic status as a 007
vehicle.

The DB5 was designed for Aston
Martin by the Italian coachbuilder
Carrozzeria Touring Superleggera,
and named after Sir David Brown,
Aston Martin’s owner from 1947 to
1972.
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RE-PLATE MATE RE-PLATE MATE 
Miles BetterMiles BetterMiles Better

Don´t take a chance!
   Don´t break the law!

Call David
695 045 780

or Alan
662 249 159

Take the hassle 
out of Re-registering 

your vehicle onto 
Spanish plates

info@replatematecostablanca.com

Stadler arrested in
‘dieselgate’ probe

Hunt for 007’s
car continues

UNDER PRESSURE: Rupert Stadler is under scrutiny
for his role in the scandal.

MISSING MARTIN: James
Bond would have recovered
the vehicle with ease.
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FEW cars can match the Alfa
Romeo Giulia saloon for gor-
geous styling, brilliant han-
dling and sheer pulse-raising
charisma.

This beautifully designed
executive express is so sleek-
ly styled it seems to be mov-
ing even when parked, and

with powerful engines and
old-school rear wheel drive,
delivers tremendous driving
pleasure.

There are petrol and diesel
engines and Giulia prices
start at €34,018 (£29,875),
but my test model was an up-
per-range Speciale with a 180
hp 2.2 litre diesel engine and
costing €40,440 (£35,515).
And an optional performance
package and other extras took

the price to €46,897
(£41,185).

Top speed is 230 kph (143
mph), the 0-100 kph time just
7.1 seconds. Fuel economy is
impressive at 24 kpl (67.3
mpg) and the emission figure
low at 109 g/km.

The cabin is a tribute to
stand-out Italian design, far
more impressive and eye-
catching than German rivals
and adding to the character
and kudos of  this  leg-
endary Italian sporting
marque.

Standard equipment in-
cludes touch-screen with sat-
nav, Bluetooth, DAB radio,
dual-zone air conditioning,
powered front seats, leather
upholstery, cruise control and
rear parking sensors

On the road, the Giulia is
fast and fluent with 50-50
weight distribution and accu-
rate steering for planted cor-
nering. The car is agile and
grippy, and while the ride is

firm at speed, it is compliant
and comfortable in urban use.
All models have a smooth
eight-speed auto gearbox but
drivers wanting manual en-
gagement can use the paddle-
shifters on the steering col-
umn.

There are also three dri-
ving modes which can vary
steering and throttle respons-
es. On the top-spec Quadri-
foglio version, there is also a

Race Mode.

For looks and perfor-
mance, the Giulia gets top
marks, and it scores well for
practicality too. With its long
wheelbase, this four-door sa-
loon offers good head and
legroom front and rear and
there is a large 480-litre boot,
though the aperture is sur-
prisingly narrow.

In an executive sector
dominated by accomplished
though often rather dull mod-
els, the Alfa Giulia shines
like a beacon attracting those
who yearn for more engag-
ing, more joyous motoring.

Model: Alfa Romeo Giulia Speciale

Engine: 2.2 litre diesel

Transmission: 8-speed automatic

Performance: 0-100 kph 7.1 sec-
onds, top speed 230 kph (143 mph)

Economy: 24 kpl (67.3 

Alfa Romeo Giulia Speciale

SOMETHING
SPECIALE: The
Alfa Romeo
Giulia delivers
tremendous
driving pleasure.

Model tested was UK-specification and
equipment levels and prices may vary in
other markets.
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IAGO ASPAS scored a stop-
page-time equaliser, with the
aid of VAR, as Spain scraped
an unconvincing draw with
Morocco to top Group B and
secure a World Cup last-16 tie
against hosts Russia.

Youssef En-Nesyri - who
plays in Spain for Malaga -
looked to have won it for
Herve Renard’s side when he
powered in a superb header
from fellow substitute Faycal
Fajr’s corner.

But Aspas flicked in Dani
Carvajal’s low cross to make it
2-2, with referee Ravshan Ir-
matov initially disallowing the
goal before overturning the
decision.

After all the drama Spain
won the group on goals
scored, extending their un-
beaten run to 23 games, while
Portugal were held to a 1-1
draw by Iran to finish in sec-
ond and set up a date with
Uruguay.

Three games into his inter-
national managerial career,

Spain coach Fernando Hierro
can breathe a sigh of relief at
coming through a tricky group
unscathed.

Yet La Roja are by no

means the finished article,
conceding five goals in three
games amid a series of indi-
vidual errors.

They will now play Russia,

the lowest ranked team in the
tournament in the last 16, on
July 1 and are likely to avoid
heavyweights Brazil and
France until the final.

LEWIS HAMILTON reclaimed
the world championship lead
with a dominant victory in the
French Grand Prix.

The Mercedes driver led
from start to finish apart from
one lap around his pit stop, to
move 14 points ahead of Fer-
rari’s Sebastian Vettel, who fin-
ished fifth.

Vettel got straight into trouble
in a collision at the first corner
with Hamilton’s team-mate
Valtteri Bottas.

The German fought back
through the field impressively,
but earned a five second penalty
for causing the crash, which put
both to the back of the field.

It was a costly error for Vet-
tel, who was one point ahead of
Hamilton before the race, and is
one of several uncharacteristic
mistakes this year that has lost
him ground in the champi-
onship.

Hamilton will welcome the
gift from Vettel at the start of a
crucial run of three races in
three weeks, one of them being
the British Grand Prix in two
weeks’ time.

The Briton made a good
enough start to be just clear of
the crash between Vettel and

Bottas, and after the interven-
tion of the safety car, sped off
at the restart and was not trou-

bled again.
Hamilton built a comfortable

gap to Red Bull’s Max Verstap-

pen who finished second, with
Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen com-
pleting the podium in third.

Arsenal boss Unai Emery has made a personal call to Sevilla’s
Argentine midfielder Ever Banega in an attempt to convince the
39-year-old to join the club. (Daily Mirror)

Real Madrid and Croatia midfielder Mateo Kovacic is looking
to leave to get more regular football, with the 24-year-old a target
for Manchester City. (Manchester Evening News)

West Ham are only willing to offer English midfielder Jack
Wilshere, 26, a one-year contract because they have reservations
over his fitness. (BBC)

Chelsea and Belgium midfielder Eden Hazard, 27, was offered to
Real Madrid before the Champions League final in May.
(Sport360)

Leicester’s Riyad Mahrez’s proposed move to Manchester City
is being held up because the Algeria midfielder, 27, wants a pay
off from the Foxes before leaving. (Sun)

Liverpool forward Mo Salah, 25, is considering retiring from in-
ternational football with Egypt over concerns he is being used as a
“political pawn.” (Metro)

Manchester United are ready to battle Manchester City and Real
Madrid to sign 19-year-old France striker Kylian Mbappe, from
Monaco. (Daily Star)

Liverpool are interested in signing unsettled Real Madrid play-
maker Marco Asensio. (Daily Express) 

Juventus are considering moves for Atletico Madrid’s Uruguay
defender Diego Godin, 32. (SportsMole)

Liverpool are ready to join Barcelona in the race for PSV Eind-
hoven’s 22-year-old Mexican winger Hirving Lozano.
(TeamTalk)

Manchester United are now targeting Valencia’s Spanish left-
back Jose Luis Gaya, 23, after a chase for Juventus’ Alex Sandro
came to nothing. (Talksport)

World Cup 2018

FANTASTIC FRENCHMAN: Kylian Mbappe is
coveted around the world.

LAST GASP: Iago Aspas’ goal guided Spain into the knockout stages.

DOMINANT DRIVE: Hamilton now leads the championship by 14 points.

Transfer rumours
Late Group B drama Who is in, who is out, and who is most

wanted in England and Spain?
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French Ham
Vettel own goals sees Lewis win



ENGLAND’S Matt Wallace won his second Eu-
ropean Tour event of the year with victory at the
BMW International Open in Germany.

Thorbjorn Olesen had set the clubhouse lead
earlier in the day with an 11 under 61.

Wallace, 28, reeled the Dane in with a bogey-
less 65 and finished on 10 under to beat Olesen
by a shot.

Home favourite Martin Kaymer, who was tied
for the overnight lead, finished level with Olesen
and Mikko Korhonen.

Olesen’s round was the lowest in the tourna-
ment’s history and the joint-lowest of the season.

It was the third win of world number 91 Wal-
lace’s career, coming on the back of victory at the

Hero Indian Open in March and the Open de
Portugal in May 2017.

“Obviously this gives me a lot of confidence to
go on and play well and I want to kick on and
hopefully do this in the bigger events from now
on,” said Wallace.

England’s Aaron Rai, another of the overnight
leaders, finished in a tie for fifth on eight under,
while compatriot Andy Sullivan was on six un-
der.

Mark Foster was tied with former Masters
champion Sergio Garcia and Scotland’s Scott
Jamieson on five under.

Tommy Fleetwood, the US Open runner-up,
finished on four over.

NORTHERN IRELAND’S
Jonathan Rea completed his
first double race win at La-
guna Seca to extend his lead
at the top of the World Su-
perbike standings to 75
points.

Rea’s victory in Sunday’s
race was his 62nd career tri-
umph in the series.

The 31-year-old Kawasaki
rider took his eighth win of
the season, with Wales’ Chaz
Davies second.

Isle of Man based Rea be-
comes the first rider to win
four World Superbike races
at the California circuit.

Rea is chasing a fourth
consecutive world ti t le to
equal the career tally
achieved by Englishman,
Carl Fogarty.

Early leader Eugene
Laverty secured the final
podium position on his Mil-
waukee Aprilia, his first top-
three finish since returning
to the series in 2017.

Rea carved his way
through from ninth on the
grid and passed his compa-
triot with 18 laps remaining,
before pulling clear to take
victory by five seconds from
Ducati’s Davies.

“I’m so happy,” said Rea.
“The weekend went really
well and the guys gave me
an even better bike today.”

Yahama riders Alex
Lowes and Michael van der
Mark were fourth and fifth,
with Spaniard Xavi Fores
sixth.

The next round of the
championship will be staged
at Misano in Italy in July 7
and 8.

Rea doubles up

Wallace on course

www.euroweeklynews.com
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JOS BUTTLER made a brilliant unbeaten 110 to give England a dramatic victory in the fifth one-
day international and a first 5-0 whitewash over Australia. Chasing only 206, England collapsed
to 114-8 before Buttler guided them home in style.

WINNING HABIT: Matt Wallace is now a three-time winner on the European Tour.

RIDING HIGH: Rea is now well ahead in the standings.

SPORT
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